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DEDICATION

TO THE

ENGLISH NATION.

I DEDICATE to you a collection of letters,
written by one of yourselves, for the common be-
nefit of usall. They would never have grown
to this size without your continued encouragement
and applause. To me they originally owe noth."
ing but a healtBy, sanguine constitution. Under
your care they have thriven: to you they are in-
debted for whatsoever strength or beauty they pos-
sess. When kings and ministers are forgotten,
when the force and direction of personal satire
is no longer understood; and when measures are
only felt in their remotest consequences; this book
will, I believe, be found to contain principles wor-
thy to be transmitted to posterity. When you
leaye the unimpaired hereditary freehold to your
children, you do but half your duty. Both liberty
and property are precarious, unless the possessors
havesense and spirit enough to defend them. This
is not the language of vanity. IfI am a vain
man, my gratification lies within a narrow circle.
I am the sole depository of my own secret, and it
shall perish with me. :

If an honest, and, I may truly affirm, a labori-
ous zeal for the public service, has given me any
‘weight in your esteem, let me exhort and conjure

VOL. I 1*



(] DEDICATION.

you, never to suffer an invasion of your
political constitution, however minute the in-
stance may appear, to pass by, without a
determined persevering resistance. One pre-
cedent creates another. They soon accumulate,
and constitute law. What yesterday was fact, to-
dayis doctrine. Examplesaresupposedto justify the
mostdangerous measures; and where they donotsuit
exactly, the defect is supplied by analogy.Beassur-
ed, thatthe laws, which protect us in our civil rights.
grow out of the constitution, and they must fall or
flourish withit. This isnot the cause of faction,or of
party,orof anyindividual, butthe common interest
of every man in Britain. Althoughtheking should
continue to support his present system of Govern.
ment, the periodisnot very distantat which you will
havethe means of redress in your own power: itmay
be nearer, perhaps, than any of us expect; and I
would warnyoutobe prepared for it. Theking may
possibly beadvisedtodissolvethe present partiament
ayearor two before it expiresof course,and precip-
itate a new election, in hopes of takingthe nation by
surprise. If such a measure be in agitation, this
very caution may defeat or prevent it.

I cannot doubt that you will unanimously assertthe
freedom of election, and vindicate your exclusive
right to choose your representatives. But other
questions have been started, on which your deter-
mination should be equally clear and unanimous.
Let it be impressed upon your minds, let it be in-
stilled into your children, that the liberty of the
press in the palladium of all the civil, political, and
religious rights of an Englishman; and that the
right of juries to- return a general verdict, in all

e T ————— e~ m



DEDICATION. - 7

cases whatsoever, is an essential part of our con-
sittution, notto be controlled or limited by the
judges, nor in any shape questionable by the leg-
islature. The power of king, lords, and commons,
is not an arbitrary power:* they are the trustees,
not the owners, of the estate. The fee-simple is
m us: they cannot alienate, they cannot waste.
When we say that the legislature is supreme,
we mean, that it is the highest power known to
the constitution; that it is the highest, in compari-
son with the other subordinate powers, established
by the laws. In this sense, the word supreme is
relative, not absolute. 'The power of the legisa-
ture is limited, not only by the general rules of
natural justice, and the welfare of the community,
but by the forms and principles of our particular
constitution,  If this doctrine be not true, we must

* The positive denial of an arbitrary power being
vested in the legislature, is not, in fact, a new doctrine.
When ‘the earl of Lindsay, in the year 1675, brought
in a bill into the house of lords, “To prevent the dan-
gers which might arise from persons disaffected to gov-
ernment,” by which an oath and penalty was to be
imposed upon the members of both houses; it was af-
firmed, in a protest, signed by twenty-three lay peers,
(my lords the bishops were not accustomed to protest,)
“That the privilege of sitting and voting in parliament
was an honour they had by birth, and a right so in-
herent in them, and inseparable from them, that nothing
could take it away, but what, by the law of the
land, must, withal take away their lives, and corrupt
their blood.”” These noble peers, whose names are a
reproach to their posterity, have, in this instance,
solemnly denied the power of parliament to alter the
counstitution. Under a particular proposition, they have
asserted a general truth, in which every man in Eng-
land is concerned.
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admit that king, lords, and commons, have no rule
to direct their resolutions, but merely their own
will and pleasure: they might unite the legislature
and executive power in the same hands, and dis-
solve the constitution by an act of parliament.
But I am persuaded you will not leave it to the
choice of seven hundred persons, notoriously
corrupted by the crown, whether seven millions
of their equals shall be free men or slaves.
The certainty of forfeiting their own rights,
when they sacrifice those of the nation, is no
check to a brutal, degenerate mind. Without
insisting upon the extravagant concession made
to Harry the Eighth, there are instances, in the
history of other countries, of a formal, deliberate
surrender of the public liberty into the hands of
the sovereign. If England does not share the
same fate, it is because we have better resources
than in the virtue of eithcr house of parliament.

I said, that the liberty of the pressis the pal-
ladium of all your rights, and that the right of the
Jjuries to return a general verdict, is port of your
constitution. To preserve the whole system, you
must correct your legislature. With regard to
any influence of the constituent over the conduct
of the representative, there is little difference be-
tween a seat in parliament for seven years and a
seat for life. The prospect of your resentment is
too remote; and, although the last session of a
septennial parliament be usually employed in
courting the favour of the people; consider, that
at this rate, your representatives have six years
for offence, and but one for atoncment. A death-
bed repentance seldom reaches to restitution.  If
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you reflect, that in the changes of administration
which have marked and disgraced the present
reign, although your warmest patriots have, in
their turn, been invested with the lawful and un-
lawful authority of the crown, and though other
reliefs or improvements have been held forth to
the people, yet,that no one man in office has ever
promoted or encouraged a bill for shortening the
duration of parliaments, but that (whoever was
minister) the opposition to this measure, ever since
the septennial act passed, has been constant and
uniform on the part of government—you cannot
but conclude, without the possibility of a doubt,
that long parliaments are the foundation of the un.
due influence of the crown. This influence an-
swers every purpose of arbitrary power to the
crown, with an expense and oppression to the
people, which would be unnecessary in an arbit-
rary government. The best of our ministers find
it the easiest and most compendious mode of con-
ducting the king’s affairs; and all ministers have
a general interest in adhering to a system, which,
of itself, is sufficient to support them in office,
without any assistance from personal virtue, pop-
ularity, labour, abilities, or experience. It prom.-
ises every gratification to avarice and ambition,
and secures impunity. These are truths unques-
tionable; if they make no impression, it is because
they are too vulgar and notorious. But the inat-
tention or indifference of the nation has continued
too long. You are roused at last to a sense of
your danger: the remedy will soon be in your
power. If Junius lives, you shall often be remind.
ed of it. If, when the opportunity presents itself,
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you neglect to do your dutyto yourselves and to
posterity, to God and to your country, I shall
have one consolation left, in common with the
meanest and basest of mankind: Civil liberty may
still last the life of : JUNIUS,



PREFAOCE.

I

THE encouragement given to a multitude of
spurious, mangled publications of the “Letters of
Junius,” persuades me, that a complete edition,
corrected and improved by the author, will be
favourably received. The printer will readily
acquit me of any view to my own profit. I un-
dertake this troublesome task merely to serve a
man who has deserved well of me and of the pub-
lic: and who, on my account, has been exposed to
an expensive, tyrannical prosecution. For these
reasons, I give to Mr. Henry Sampson Woodfall,
and to him alone, my right, interest, and property,
in these letters, as fully and completely, to all in-
tents and purposes, as an author can possibly con-
vey his property in his own works to another.

This edition contains all the letters of Junius,
Philo Junius, and of Sir William Draper and Mr.
Horne to Junius, with their respective dates, and
according to the order in which they appeared
in the Public Advertiser. The auxiliary part of
Philo Junius was indispensably necessary to de-
fend or explain particular passages in Junius, in
answer to plausible objections; but the subordinate
character is never guilty of the indecorum of
praising his principal. The fraud was innocent,
and Talways intended to explain it. The notes
will be found not only useful but necessary. Ref-
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erences to facts not generally known or allusions
to the current report or opinion of the day, are, in
a little time, unintelligible: yet the reader will not
find himself overloaded with explanations: I was
not born to be a commentator, even upon my own
works.

It remains to say a few words upon the liberty
of the press. The daring spirit by which these
letters are supposed to be distinguished, seems to
require that something serious should be said in
their defence. I am no lawyer by profession,
nor do1 pretend to be more deeply read than
every English gentleman should be, in the laws
of his country. If, therefore, the principles I
maintain are truly constitutional, I shall not think
myself answered, though I should be convicted of
a mistake in terms, or misapplying the language
ofthe law. I speak to the plain understanding of
the people, and appeal to their honest, liberal con:
struction of me.

Good men, to whom alone I address myself, ap-
pear to me to consult their piety as little as their
judgment and experience, when they admit the
great and essential advantages accruing to society
from the freedom of the press, yet indulge them-
selves in peevish or passionate exclamations
against the abuses of it. Betraying an unreason.
able expectation of benefits, pure and entire from
any human institution, they, in effect, arraign the
goodness of Providence, and confess that they are
dissatisfied with the common lot of humanity. In
the present instance, they really create to their
own minds, or greatly exaggerate the evil they
complain of. The laws of England provide as
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effectually as any human laws can do for the pro-
tection of the subject, in his reputation, as well as
in his person and property. If the characters of
private men are insulted or injured, a double rem.
edy is opened to them by action and indictment:
if, through indolence, false shame, or indifference,
they will not appeal to the laws of their country,
they fail in their duty to society, and are unjust to
themselves: if, from an unwarrantable distrust of
the integrity of juries, they would wish to obtain
justice by any mode of proceeding more summary
than a trial by their peers, I do not scruple to af-
firm, that they are in effect, greater enemies to
themselves than to the libeller they prosecute.
With regard to strictures upon the characters
of men in office, and the measures of government,
the case is a little different. A considerable lati-
tude must be allowed in the discussion of public
affairs, or the liberty of the press will be of no
benefit to society. As the indulgence of private
malice' and personal slander should be checked
and resisted by every legal means, so a constant
examination into the characters and conduct of
ministers and magistrates should be equally pro-
moted and encouraged. They who aonceive that
our newspapers are no restraint upon bad men, or
impediment to the execution of bad measures,
know nothing of this country. In that state of
abandoned servility and prostitution, to which the
undue influence of the crown has reduced the
other branches of the legislature, our ministers
and magistrates have, in reality, little punishment
fo fear, and few dlﬁicultles to contend with beyond
VOL. I. 2



14 PREFACE.

the censure of the press, and the spirit of resist«
ance which it excites among the people. While
this censorial power is maintained, (to speak in
the words of a most ingenious foreigner) both min.
ister and magistrate are compelled in almost
every instance to choose between his duty and his
reputation. A dilemma of this kind perpetually
before him, willnot, indeed, work a miracle on his
heart, but it will assuredly operate, in some degree,
upon his conduct. At all cvents, these are not
times to admit of any relaxatlon in the little dis-
cipline we have left.

But it is alleged, that the licentiousness of the
press is carried beyond all bounds of decency and
truth; that our excellent ministers are continually
exposed to the public hatred or derision; that in
prosecutions for libels on government, juries are
partial to the popular side: and that, in the most
flagrant cases, a verdict cannot be obtained for
the king. Ifthe premises were admitted, I should
deny the conclusion. Itis not true that the tem-
per of the times has in general an undue influence
over the conduct of juries: on the contrary, many
signal instances may be produced of verdicts re-
turned for the king, when the inclinations of the
people led strongly to an undistinguished opposi-
tion to government. Witness the cases of Mr.
Wilkes and Mr. Almon. In the late prosecution
of the printers of my addess to a great personage,
the juries were never fairly dealt with. Lord
chief justice Mansfield, conscious that the paper
in question contained no treasonable or libellous
matter, and that the severest parts of it, however
painful to the king or offensive to his scrvants,
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were strictly true, would fain have restricted the
jury to the finding of special facts, which, as to
guilty or not guilty were merely indifferent. This
particular motive, combined with his general pur-
pose to contract the power of juries, will account
for the charge he delivered in Woodfall’s trial.
He told the jury, in so many words, that they had
nothing to determine, except the fact of printing
and publishing, and whether orno the blanks or
inuendoes were properly filled up in the informa-
tion; but that, whether the defendant had commit-
ted a crime or not, was no matter of consideration
to twelve men, who yet, upon their oaths, were
to pronounce their peer guilty or not guilty.
When we hear such nonsense delivered from the
bench, and find it supported by a laboured train
-of sophistry, which a plain understanding is una-
ble to follow, and which an unlearned jury, how-
ever it may shock their reason, cannot be sup-
posed qualified to refute, can it be wondered that
they should return a verdict perplexed, absurd,
or imperfect? Lord Mansfield has not yet ex-
plained to the world, why he accepted of a ver-
dict which the court afterwards set aside asillegal;
.and which, as it took no notice of the inuendoes,
-did not even correspond with his own charge. If
he had known his own duty, he should have sent
the jury back. I speak advisedly, and am well
assured, that no lawyer of character, in West-
minster-hall, will contradict me. To show the
falsehood of lord Mansfield’s doctrine, it is not ne-
cessary to enter into the merits of the paper which
produced the trial. If every line of it were trea-
son, his charge to the jury would still be false,

E J



16 PREFACE.

absurd, illegal, and unconstitutional. If I stated
the merits of my letter to the king, I should im-
itate lord Mansﬁgld, and travel* out of the record.

*The following quotation from a speech delivered by
lord Chatham, on the 11th of December, 1770, is taken
with exactness. The reader will find it curious in itself,
and very fit to be inserted here. <My lords, the verdict
given in Woodfall’s trial was, ‘guilty of printing and
publishing only;’ upon which two motions were made
in court; one, in arrest of judgment, by the defendant’s
counsel, grounded upon the ambiguity of the verdict; the
other, by the counsel for the crown, for a rule upon the
defendant, to show cause why the verdict should not be
entered up according to the legal import of the words.
On both motions a rule was granted; and soon after the
matter was argued before the court of king’s bench.
The noble judge, when he delivered the opinion of the
court upon the verdict, went regularly through the
whole of the proceedings at Nisi Prius, as well the ev-
idence that had been given, as his own charge to the
{‘ury. This proceeding would have been very proper,

ad a motion been mode on either side for a new trial;
because either a verdict given contrary to evidence, or
improper charge by the judge, at Nisi Prius, is held to,
be a sufficient ground for granting a new trial. But
when a motion is made in arrest of judgment, or for es-
tablishing the verdict, by entering it up according to the
legal import of the words, it must be on the ground of
something appearing on the face of the record; and the
court, in considering whether the verdict shall be estab-
lished or not, areso confined to the record, that they
cannot take any notice of any thing thatdoes not appear
on the face of it; in the logal phrase, they cannot travel
out of the racord. The noble judge did travel out of
the record; and I affirm, that his discourse was irregular,
extrajudicial, and unprecedented. His apparent mo-
tive for doing what he knew to be wrong, was that he
might have an opportunity of telling the public extraju-
dicially, that the other three judges concurred in the
doctrine laid down in his charge.”
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When law and reason speak plainly, we do not
want, authority to direct our understandings. Yet,
for the honour of the profession, I am content to
oppose one lawyer to another; espccially when it
happens that the king’s attorney-general has vir-
tually disclaimed the doctrine by which the chief
Jjustice meant to ensure success to the prosecution.
The opinion of the plaintiff’s counsel (however it
may be otherwise insignificant) is weighty in the
scale of the defendant. My lord chief justice de
Grey, who filed the information ex officio, is di-
rectly with me. If he had concurred inlord Mans-
field’s doctrine, the trial must have been a very
shortone. The facts were either admitted by Wood-
fall’s counsel, or easily proved to the satisfaction
of the jury; but Mr. de Grey, far from thinking
he should acquit himself of his duty, by barely
proving the facts, entered largely, and I confess,
not without ability, into the demerits of the paper,
which he called a seditious libel. He dwelt but
lightly upon those points which (according to lord
Mansfield) were the only matter of consideration
to the jury. The criminal intent, the libellous
matter, the pernicious tendency of the paper itself,
were the topics on which he principally insisted,
and of which, for more than an hour, he tortured
his facultiesto convince the jury. If he agreed
in opinion with lord Mansfield, his discourse was
impertinent, ridiculous, and unreasonable. But
understanding the law as [ do, what he said was
at least consistent, and to the purpose.

If any honest man should still be inclined to
leave the construction of libels to the court, I
would entrcat him to consider what a dreadful.

vor. 1, 2*
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complication of hardships he imposes upon his Tel.-
low subjects. In the first place, the prosecution
commences by information of an officer of the
crown, not by the regular constitutional mode of
indictment before a grand jury. As the factis
usually admitted, or, in general can easily be
. proved, the office of the petty jury is nugatory:
the court then judges of the nature and extent of
the offence, and determines, ad arbitrium, the
quantum of the punishment, from a small fineto a
heavy one, to repeated whipping, to pillory, and
unlimited imprisonment.  Cutting off ears and’
noses might still be inflicted by a resolute judge:
but I will be candid enough to suppose that penal-
ties, so apparently shocking to humanity, would
not be hazarded in these times. In all other cri-
minal prosecutions the jury decides upon the fact
and the crime in ote word, and the court pro-
nounces a certain sentence which is the sentence
of the law, not of the judge. Iflord Mansfield’s
doctrine be received, the jury must either find a
verdict of acquittal, contrary to evidence, which,
I can conceive, might be done by very conscien.
tious men, rather than trust a fellow-creature to
lord Mansfield’s mercy; or they must leave to
the court two offices, never but in this instance
united, of finding guilty, and awarding punish-
ment.

«But,” says this honest lord chiefjustice, “if the
paper be not criminal, the defendant (though found
guilty by his peers) is in no danger, for he may
move the court in arrest of judgment.” True,
my good lord; hut who is to determine upon the
motion? Is not the court still to decide, whether
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Jjudgment shall be entered up or not? and is not
the defendant this way as effectually deprived of
judgment by his peers, as if he were tried in a
court of civil law, or in the chambers of the inqui-
sition? Itis you, my lord, who then try the crime,
not the jury. As to the probable effect of the
motion in arrest of judgment, I shall only observe,
that no reasonable man would be so eager to pos-
sess himself of the invidious power of inflicting
punishment, if he were not predetermined to make
use of it.

Again, we are told that judge and jury have a
distinct office; that the jury 1s to find the fact,
and the judge to deliver the law. “De jure res-
pondent judices, de facto jurati.” The dictum is
4rue, though not in the sense given to it by lord
Mansfield. The jury are undoubtedly to deter-
mine the fact; that is, whether the defendant did
or did not commit the crime charged against him.
The judge pronounces the sentence annexed by
1aw to that fact so found; and if; in the course of
the trial, any question of law arises, both the coun-
sel and the jury must, of necessity, appeal to the
judge, and leave it to his decision. An excep-
tion, or plea in bar, may be allowed by the court;
but, when issue is joined, and the jury have re-
ceived their charge, it is not possible, in the na- -
ture of things, for them to separate the law from
the fact, unless they think proper to return a spe-
cial verdict. -

It has also been alleged, that, although a com-
mon jury are sufficient to determine a plain mat-
ter of fact, they are not qualified to comprehend
tte meaning, or to judge of the tendency of a se-
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ditious libel. In answer to this objection, (which,
if well founded, would prove nothing as to the
strict right of returning a general verdict) I might
safely deny the truth of this assertion. English-
men, of that rank from which juries are usually
taken, are not so illiterate as (to serve a particu-
lar purpose) they are now represented: or, admit-
ting the fact, let a special jury be summoned in all
cases of difficulty and importance, and the objec-
tion is removed. But the truth is, that if a paper,
supposed to be a libel upon government, be so
obscurely worded, that twelve common men-can-
not possibly see the seditious meaning and tenden-
cy of it, it is in effect no libel. It cannot inflame
the minds of the people, nor alienate their affec-
tions from government; for they no more under-
stand what it means, than if it were published in a
language unknown to them.

Upon the whole matter, it appears, to my un-
derstanding, clear, beyond a doubt, that, if, in any
future prosecution for a seditious libel; the jury
should bring in a verdict of acquittal, not warrant-
ed by the evidence, it will be owing to the false
and absurd doctrines laid down by lord Mansficld.
Disgusted at the odious artifices made use of by
the judge to mislead and perplex them, guarded
against his sophistry, and convinced of the false-
hood of his assertions, that may, perhaps, deter-
mine to thwart his detestable purpose, and defet
him at any rate. To him, at least, they will do
substantial justice. Whereas, if the whole charge
laid in the information be fairly and honestly sud-
mitted to the jury, there is no reason whatsoever
to presume that twelve men, upon their oaths, wil
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not decide impartially between the king and the
defendant. The numerous instances, in our state
trials, of verdicts recovered for the king, suffici-
ently refute the false and scandalous imputations
thrown, by the abettors of lord Mansfield, upon
the integrity of juries. But, even admitting the
supposition, that, in times of universal discontent,
arising from the notorious mal-administration of
public affairs, a seditious writer should escape
punishment, it makes nothing against my general
argument. If juries are fallible, to what other
tribunal shall we appeal? If juries cannot safely
be trusted, shall we unite the offices of judge and
jury, so wisely divided by the constitution, and
trust implicitly to lord Mansfield? Are the judges
of the court of king’s bench more likely to be un-
biassed and impartial than twelve yeomen, bur-
gesses, or gentlemen, taken indifferently from the
country at large? Or, in short, shall there be no
decision, until we have instituted a tribunal from
which no possible abuse or inconvenience whatso-
ever can arise? If I am not grossly mistaken,
these questions carry a decisive answer along
with them.

Having cleared the freedom of the press from a
restraint equally unnecessary and illegal, I return
to the use which has been made of it in the pre.
sent publicgzion.

National reflections, I confess, are not justified
in theory, nor upon any general principles. To
know how well they are deserved, and how justly
they have been applied, we must have the evi-
dence of facts, before us. We must be convers-
ant with the Scots in private life, and observe
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their principles of acting to us and to each other,
the characteristic prudence, the selfish nationality,
the indefatigable smile, the persevering assiduity,
the everlasting profession of a discreet and mode-
rate resentment. If the instance were not too
important for an experiment, it might not be amiss
to confide a little in their integrity. Without any
abstract reasoning upon causes and effects, we
shall soon be convinced, by experience, that the
Scots, transplanted from their own country, are
always a distinct and separate body from the peo-
ple who receive them. In other settlements, they
only love themselves: in England they cordially
love themselves, and as cordially hate their neigh-
bors. For the remainder of their good qualities
I must appeal to the reader’s observation, unless
he will accept of my lord Barrington’s authority
in a letter to the late lord Malcombe, published
by Mr. Lee: he expresses himself with a truth
and accuracy not very common in his lordship’s
lucubrations. “And Cockburn, like most of his
countrymen, is as abject to those above him, as
he is insolent to those below him.” I am far
from meaning to impeach the articles of the union.
If the true spirit of those articles were religiously
-adhered to, we should not see such a multitude of
Scotch commoners in the lower house, as repre-
sentatives of English boroughs, while not a single
Scotch borough is ever represented by an En-
glishman: we should not see English pecrages
given to Scotch ladies, or to the elder sons of
Scotch peers, and the number of sixteen doubled
and trebled by a scandalous evasion of the act of
union. If it should ever be thought advisable to
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dissolve an act, the violation or observance of
which is invariably directed by the advantage and
interest of the Scots, I shall say very sincerely,
with Sir Edward Coke,* “«When poor England
stood alone, and had not the access of another
kingdom, and yet had more and as potent enemies
as it now hath, yet the king of England prevailed.”

Some opinion may now be expected from me,
upon a point of equal delicacy to the writer, and
hazard to the printer. When the character of
the chief magistrate is in question, more must be
understood than may be safely expressed. If it
be really a part of our constitution, and not a
mere dictum of the law, that the king can do no
wrong, it is not the only instance, in the wisest of
human institutions, where theory is at variance
with practice. That the sovereign of this coun-
try is not amenable to any form of trial known to
the laws, is unquestionable: but exemption from
punishment is a singular privilege annexed to the
royal character, and no way excludes the possi-
bility of deserving it. How long, and to what ex-
tent, a king of England may be protected by the
forms, when he violates the spirit of the constitu-
tion, deserves to be considered. A mistake in
this matter proved fatal to Charles and his son.
For my own part, far from thinking that the king
can do no wrong, far from suffering myself to be
deterred or imposed upon by the language of
forms, in opposition to the substantial evidence of
truth; if it were my misfortune to live under the
inauspicious reign of a prince,-whose whole life
was employed in one base, contemptible struggle

* Parliamentary History, vol. ii. p. 4J0.
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with the free spirit of his people, or in the detest.
able endeavor to corrupt their moral principles, I
would not scruple to declare to him, “Sir, you
alone are the author of the greatest wrong to your
subjects and to yourself. Instead of reigning in
the hearts of your people, instead of commanding
their lives and fortunes through the medium of
their affections; has not the strength of the crown,
whether influence or prerogative, been uniformly
exerted, for eleven years together, to support a
narrow, pitiful system of government which de-
feats itself, and answers no one purpose of real
power, profit, or personal satisfaction to you?
With the greatest unappropriated revenue ot any
prince in Europe, have we not seen you reduced
to such vile and sordid distresses, as would have
conducted any other man to a prison? With a
great military, and the greatest naval power in
the known world, have not foreign nations repeat-
edly insulted you with impunity? Is it not notori-
ous that the vast revenues, extorted from the labor
and industry of your subjects, and given you to do
honor to yourself and to the nation, are dissipated
in corrupting their representatives? Are you a
prince of the house of Hanover, and do you ex-
clude all the leading Whig families from your
councils? Do you profess to govern according to
law, and is it consistent with that profession to im-
part your confidence and affection to those men
only who, though now, perhaps, detached from
the desperate cause of the pretender, are marked
in this country by an hereditary attachment to
high and arbitrary principles of government? Are
you so infatuated as to take the sense of your
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people from the representation of ministers, or
from the shouts of a mob, notoriously hired to
surround your coach, or stationed at a theatre?
And if you are, in reality, that public man, that

" king, that magistrate, which these questions sup-
pose you to be, is it any answer to your peopie,
to say, that among your domestics you are good-
humoured, that to one lady you are faithful, that
to your children you are indulgent? Sir, the man
who addresses you in these terms, is your best
friend: he would willingly hazard his life in de-
fence of your title to the crown; and, if power be
your object, will still show you how possible it is
for a king of England, by the noblest means, to be
the 'most absolute prince in Europe. You have
no enemies, sir, but those who persuade you to
aim at power without right, and who think it flat-
tery to tell you, that the character of king dis-

“solves the natural relation between guilt and pun-
ishment.”

I cannot conceive that there is a heart so cal-
lous, or an understanding so depraved, es to at-
tend to a discourse of this nature, and not to feel
the force of it. But where is the man, among
those who have access to the closet, resolute and
-honest enough to deliver it? The liberty of the
press is our only resource: it will command an
audience when every honest man in the kingdom
is excluded. This glorious privilege may be a
security to the king as well as a resource to his
people. Had there been no star-chamber, there
would have been no rebellion against Charles the
First. The constant censure and admonition of

VOL. I. 3 :
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the press would have corrected his conduct, pre-
vented a civil war, and saved him from an igno-
minious death. I am no friend to the doctrine of
precedents, exclusive of right; though lawyers
often tell us, that whatever has been once done
may lawfully be done again. I shall conclude
this preface with a quotation, applicable to the
subject, from a foreign writer,* whose Essay on
the English Constitution I beg leave to recom-
mend to the public, as a performance deep, solid,
and ingenious.

«In short, whoever considers what it is that
constitutes the moving principle of what we call
great affairs, and the invincible sensibility of man
to the opinion of his fellow-creatures, will not
hesitate to affirm, that if it were possible for the
liberty of the press to exist in a despotic govern-
ment, and (what is not less difficult) for it to exist
without changing the constitution, this liberty of
the press would alone form a counterpoise to the
power of the prince. If, for example, in an em-
pire of the East, a sancluary could be found,
which, rendered respectable by the ancient reli-
gion of the people, might ensure safety to those
who should bring thither their observations of any
kind; and that, from thence, printed papers should
issue, which, under a certain seal, might be equal-
ly respected, and which, in their daily appearance,
should examine and freely discuss the conduct of
the cadis, the bashaws, the vizir, the divan, and
the sultan himself; that would intrdduce immedi-
ately some degree of liberty.” ’

* Monsieur de Lolme.
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LETTER 1.

Addressed to the Printer of the Public Advertiser.

SIR, January 21, 1769.

THE submission of a free people to the ex-
ecutive authority of government, is no more than
a compliance with laws which they themselves
have enacted. While the national honor is firmly
maintained abroad, and while justice is impartial-
ly administered at home, the obedience of the sub-
ject will be voluntary, cheerful, and, I might al-
most say, unlimited. A generous nation is grate-
ful even for the preservation of its rights, and
willingly extends the respect due to the office of
a good prince into an affection for his person.
Lovalty, in the heart and understanding of an
Englishman, is a rational attachment to the
guardian of the laws. Prejudices and passion
have sometimes carried it to a criminal length,
and, whatever foreigners may imagine, we know

-



28 JUNIUS.

that Englishmen have erred as much in a mista-
ken zeal fot particular persons and families, as
they ever did in defence of what they thought
most dear and interesting to themselves.

It naturally fills us with resentment, to see such
a temper insulted and abused. In reading the
history of a free people, whose rights have been
invaded, we are interested in their cause. Our
own feelings tell us how long they ought to have

" submitted, and at what moment it would have
been treachery to themselves not to have resisted.
How much warmer will be our resentment, if ex.
perience should bring the fatal example home to
ourselves!

The situation of this country.is alarming enough
to rouse the attention of every man who pretends
to a concern for the public welfare. Appearances
Jjustify suspicion; and when the safety of a nation
is at stake, suspicion is a just ground of inquiry.
Let us enter into it with candour and decency.
Respect is due to the station of ministers; and, if
a resolution must at last be taken, there is none
80 likely to be supported with firmness, as that
which has been adopted with moderation.

The ruin or prosperity of a state depends so
much upon the administration of its goverment,
that, to be acquainted with the merit of a minis.
try, we need only observe the condition of the
people. If we see them obedient to the laws,
prosperous in their industry, united at home, snd
respected abroad, we may reasonably presume
that their affairs are conducted by men of expe-
rience, abilities, and virtue. [f, onthe contrary,
we see an universal spirit of distrust and dissatis-
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faction, a rapid decay of trade, dissensions in all
parts of the empire, and a total loss of respect in
the eyes of foreign powers, we may pronounce,
without hesitation, that the government of that
country is weak, distracted, and corrupt. The
multitude, in all countries, are patient to a cer-
tain point. Ill usage may rouse their indignation,
and hurry them into excesses; but the original
fault is in government. Perhaps there never was
an instance of a change in the circumstances and
temper of a whole nation so sudden and extraor-
dinary as that which the misconduct of ministers
has, withinthese few years, produced in Great
Britain. When our gracious sovereign ascended
the throne, we were a flourishing and a contented
people. If the personal virtues of a king could
have insured the happiness of his subjects, the
scene could not have altered so entirely as it has
done. The idea of uniting all parties, of trying
all characters, and distributing the offices of state
by rotation, was gracious and benevolent to an.
extreme, though, it has not yet produced the many
salutary effects which were intended by it. To
say nothing of the wisdom of such a plan, it un-
doubtebly arose from an unbounded gbodness of
heart, in which folly had no share. It was nota
capricious partiality to new faces; it was not a
natural turn for low intrigue; nor wasit the teach-
erous amusenent of doubleand triple negotiations.
No, sir, it arose from a continued anxiety, in the
purest of all possible hearts, for the general wel-
fare. Unfortunately for us, the event has not
been answerable to the design. After a rapid
succession of changes, we are xeduced to thpt state
VOL. I. g 3*
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which hardly any change can mend. Yet there
is no extremity of distress, which, of itself, ought

" to reduce a great nation to despair. It is not the
disorder, but the physician: it is not a casual con-
currence of calamitous circumstances; it is the
pernicious hand of government which alone can
make a whole people desperate.

_ Without much political sagacity, or"any extra-
ordinary depth of observation, we need only mark
how the principal departments of the state are be-
stowed, and look no farther for the true cause of
every mischief that befalls us.

The *finances of a nation, sinking under its
debts and expenses, are committed to a young
nobleman, already ruined by play. Introduced
to act under the auspices of lord Chatham, and
left at the head of affairs by that nobleman’s re-
treat, he became minister by accident: but de-
serting the principles and professions which gave
him a moment’s popularity, we see him from every
honorable engagement to the public, an apostate
by design. As for business, the world yet knows
nothing of his talents or resolution; unless a way-
ward, wavering inconsistency be a mark of genius,
and caprice a demonstration of spirit. It may be

* The duke of Grafton took the office of secretary
of state, with an engagement to support the marquis of
Rockingham’s administration. He resigned, however,
in a little time, under pretence that he could not act
without lord Chatham, nor bear to see Mr. Wilkes
abandoned; but that under lord Chatham, he would act
in any office. This was the signal of lord Rocking-
ham’s dismission. Wkhen lord Chatham came in, the
duke got possession of the trcasury. Reader, mark the
consequence!
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said, perhaps, that it is his grace’s province, as
surely it is his passion, rather to distribute. than
to save the public money; and that while lord
North is chancellor of the exchequer, the first
lord of the treasury may be as thoughtless and ex-
travagant as he pleases. [ hope, however, he
will not rely too much on the fertility of lord
North’s genius for finance: his lordship is yet to
give us the first proof of his abilities. It may be
candid tosuppose that he has hitherto voluntarily
concealed his talents; intending, perhaps, to as.
tonish the world, when we least expect it, with a
knowledge of trade, a choice of expedients, and:
a depth of resources, equal to the necessities, and
far beyond the hope of his country. He must
now exert the whole power of his capacity, if he
would wish us to forget, that, since he has been
in office, no-plan has been formed, no system ad-
hered to, nor any one important measure adopted
for the relief of public credit. If his plan for the
service of the current year be not irrevocably
fixed on, let me warm him to think seriously of
consequences, before he ventures to increase the
public debt. Outraged and oppressed as we are,
this nation will not bear, after a six years’ peace,
to see new millions borrowed, without an even-
tual diminution. of debt, or reduction of interest.
The attempt might rouse a spirit of resentment
which might reach beyond the sacrifice of a min-
ister.  As to the debt upon the civil list, the peo-
ple of England expect that it will not be paid
without a strict inquiry how it was incurred. If
it must be paid-by parliament, let me advise the
chancellor of the exchequer to think of some bet.
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ter expedient than a lottery. To support an ex.
pensive war, or in circumstances of absolute ne-
cessity, a lottery may, perhaps, be allowable; but
besides that, it is at all times the very worst way
of raising money upon the people, I think it ill
becomes the royal dignity to have the debts of a
king provided for, like the repairs of a country
bridge, or a decayed hospital. The management
of the king’s affairs, in the house of commons, can-
not be more disgraced than it has been. A lead-
ing minister* repeatedly called down for absolute
ignorance, ridiculous motions ridiculously with.
drawn, deliberate plans disconcerted, and a week’s
preparation of graceful oratory lost in a moment,
give us some, though not adequate ideas, of lord
North’s parliamentary abilities and influence.
Yet, before he had the misfortune of being chan-
cellor of the exchequer, he was neither an object
of derision to his enemies, nor of melancholy pity
to his friends.

A series of inconsistent measures has alicnated
the colonies from their duty as subjects, and from
their natural affection to their common country.
When Mr. Grenville was placed at the head of
the treasury, he felt the impossibility of Great
Britain’s supporting such an establishment. as her
former successes had made indispensable, and at
the same time of giving any sensible relief to for-
eign trade, and to thc weight of the public debt.
He thought it equitable, that those parts of the
empire which had benefited most by the expenses
of the . war, should contribute something to the

*This happened frequently to poor lord North.
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expenses of the peace, and he had no doubt of the
constitutional right vested in parliameunt to raise
the contribution. But, unfortunately for his
country, Mr. Grenville, was at any rate to be
distressed, because he was minister; and Mr. Pitt*
and lord Camden were to be the patrons of Amer-
ica, because they were in opposition. Their
declamation gave spirit and argument to the colo-
nies; and while, perhaps, they meant no more
than the ruin of a minister, they, in effect, divi-
ded one half of the empire from the other.

Under one administration the stamp-act is
made; under the second it is repealed; under the
third, in spite of all experience, a new mode of
taxing the colonies is invented, and a question
revived which ought to have been buried in obli-
vion. In these circumstances a new office is es.
tablished for the business of the plantations, and
the earl of Hillsborough called forth, at a most
critical season, to govern America. The choice,
at least, announced to us a man of superior capa-
city and knowledge. Whether he be so or not,
let his despatches, as far as they have appeared,
let his measures, as far as they have operated,
determine for him. In the former we have seen
strong assertions without proof, declamation with.
out argument, and violent censures without digni-
ty or moderation; but neither correctness in the
composition, nor judgment in thedesign. As for his
measures, let it be remembered, that he was call-
ed upon to conciliate and unite; and that, when

* Yet Junius has been called the partisan of lord
Chatham.
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he entered into office, the most refractory of the
colonies were still disposed to proceed by the con-
stitutional methods of petition and remonstrance.
Since that period they have beendrivenintoexcesses
little short of rebellion. Petitions have been hin-
dered from reaching the throne; and the continu-
ance of one of the principal assembles rested up-
on an arbitrary condition,* which, considering the
temper they were in, it was impossible they should
comply with; and which would have availed
nothing as to the general question, if it had been
complied with.  So violent, and, I believe, I may
call it, so unconstitutional, an exertion of the pre-
rogative, 10 say nothing of the weak, injudicious
terms in which it was conveyed, gives us as hum-
ble an opinion of his lordship’s capacity, as it
dees of his temper and moderation. While we
are at peace with other nations, our military
force may, perhaps, be spared to support the earl
of Hillsborough’s measures in America. When-
ever that force shall be neccessarily withdraw or
diminished, the dismission of such a minister will
neither console us for his imprudence, nor re-
move the settled resentment of a people, who,
complaining of anact of the legislature, are out-
raged by an unwarrantable stretch of prerogative;
and, supporting their claims by argument, are in-
sulted with declamation.

Drawing lots would be a prudent and reasona-
ble method of appointing the officers of state, com-
pared to a late disposition of the secretary’s office.

® That they should retract one of their resolutions,
and erase the entry of it,
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Lord Rochford was acquainted with the affairs
and temper of the southern courts; Jord Wey.
mouth was equally qualified for either depart.
ment:* by what unaccountable caprice has it
happened, that the latter, who pretends to no ex.
perience whatsoever, is removed to the most impor.
tant of the two departments; and the former, by.
-preference, placed in an office where his experi-
ence can be of no use to him? Lord Weymouth
had distinguished himself; in his first employment,
by a spirited, if not judicious conduct. He had
animated the civil magistrate beyond the tone of
civil autbority, and had directed the operations
of the army to more than military execution. Re.
covered from the errorsof his vouth, from the
distraction of play and the bewitching smiles of
Burgundy, beliold him exerting the whole strength
of his clear, unclouded faculties in the service of
the crown. It was not the heat of midnight ex.
cesses, nor ignorance of the laws, nor the furious
spirit of the house of Bedford; no, sir, when this
respectable minister interposed his authority be-
tween the magistrate and the people, and signed
the mandate, on which for aught he knew, the
lives of thousand depended, he did it from the
deliberate motion of his heart, supported by the
- best of his judgment.

It has lately been a fashion to pay a compli-

ment to the bravery and generosity of the com.

* It was pretended that the earl of Rochford, while
ambassador in France, had quarrelled with the duke
of Choiseul; and that, therefore, he was appointed to
the northern department, out of compliment to the
French minister. .
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mander-in.chief* at the expense of his under.
standing. They who love him least make no
question of his courage, while his friends dwell
chiefly on the facility of his disposition. ~Admit-
ting him to be as brave as a total absence of all
feeling and reflection can make him, let us see
what sort of merit he derives from the remainder
of his character. If it be generosity to accumu-
late, in his own person and family, a number of
lucrative employments; to provide, at the publie
expense, for every creature that bears the name
of Manners; and, neglecting the merit and ser-
vices of the rest of the army, to heap promotions
upon his favorites and dependents; the present
commander-in-chief is the most generous man
alive. Nature has been sparing of her gifts to
this noble lord; but where birth and fortune are
united, we expect the noble pride and indepen.
dence of a man of spirit, not the servile humili-
ating complaisance of acourtier. As to the good-
ness of his heart, if a proof of it be taken from the
facility of never refusing, what conclusion shall
we draw from theindecency ofnever performing?
And if the discipline of the army be in any degree
preserved, what thanks are due to a man, whose
cares, notoriously confined to filling up vacancies,
have degraded the office of commander-in-chief,
into a broker of commissions?

With respect to the navy, I shall only say, that
this country is so highly indebted to sir Edward
Hawke, that no expense should be spared to se-
cure to him an honourable and affluent retreat.

L

*The late lord Granby.
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The pure and impartial administration of justice
is, perhaps, the firmest bond to secure a cheerful
submission of the people, and to engage their af-
fections to government. It is not sufficient that
questions of private right or wrong are justly de-
cided, nor that judges are superior to the vileness
of pecuniary corruption. Jefferies himself, when
the court had no interest, was an upright judge.
A court of justice may be subject to another sort
of bias, more important and pernicious, as it
reaches beyond the interest of individuals, and af-
fects the whole community. A judge, under the
influence of government, may be honest enough
in the decision of private causes, yet a traitor to
the public. When a victim is marked out by the
ministry, this judge will offer himself to perform
the sacrifice: he will not scruple to prostitute his
dignity, and betray the sanctity of his office, when-
ever an arbitrary point is to be carried for govern-
ament, or the resentment of a court to be gratified.

These principles and proceedings, odious and
contemptible as they are, in effect are no less in-
judicious. A wise and generous people are rous-
ed by every appearance of oppressive, unconstitu-
‘tional measures, whether those measures are sup-
ported only by the power of government, or
masked under the forms of a court of justice.
Prudence and self-presevation will oblige the
most moderate dispositions to make common
-cause, even with a man whose conduct they cen-
sure, if they see him persecuted in a way which
the real spirit of the laws will not justify. The

VOL I. 4
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facts on which these remarks are founded are too
notorious to require an application.

This, sir, is the detail. In one view behold a
nation overwhelmed with debt; her revenues
wasted, her trade declining; the affections of her
colonies alienated; the duty of the magistrate
transferred to the soldiery; a gallant army, which
never fought unwillingly but against their follow-
subjects, mouldering away for want of the direc-
tion of a man of common abilities and spirit; and
in the last instance,the administration of justice
become odious and suspected to the whole body
of the people. This deplorable scene admits of
but one addition; that we are governed by coun-
sels from which a reasonable man can expect no
remedy but poison; no relief but death.

If, by the immediate interposition of Provi-
dence, it were possible for us to escape a crisis
‘so full of terror and despair, posterity will not
believe the history of the present times. They
will either conclude that our distresses were ima-
ginary, or that we had the good fortune to be gov-
erned by men of acknowledged integrity and wis-
dom: they will not believe it possible, that their an-
cestors could have survived or recovered from so
desperate a condition, while a duke of Grafton
was prime minister, a lord North chancellor of the
exchequer; a Weymouth and a Hillsborough sec-
retaries of state; a Granby commander-in-chief;
and a Mansfield chief criminal judge of the king-
dom. JUNIUS.
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LETTER II.
To the Printer of the-Public Advertiser.
SIR, January 26, 1769.

THE kingdom swarms with such numbers
of felonious robbers of private character and vir-
tue, that no honest or good man is safe; especially
as these cowardly, base assassins, stab in the dark,
without having the courage to sign their real
names to their malevolent and wicked produc-
tions. A writer, who signs himself Junius, in the
Public Advertiser of the 21st instant, opens the
deplorable situation of his country in a very affec-

“ting manner. With a pompous parade of his can-
dour and decency, he tells us that we see dissen.
sions in all parts of the empire, an universal spirit
of distrust and dissatisfaction, and a total loss of
respect towards us in the eyes of foreign powers.
But this writer, with all his boasted candour, has
not told us the real cause of the evils he so pa-
thetically enumerates. I shall take the liberty
to explain the cause for him. Junius, and such
writers as himself, occasion all the mischief com-
plained of, by falsely and maliciously traducing
the best characters in the kingdom: for when our
deluded people at home, and foreigners abroad,
read the poisonous and inflammatory libels that
are daily published with impunity, to vilify those
who are any way distinguished by their good quali-
ties and eminent virtues; when they find no notice
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taken of, or reply given to these slanderous
tongues or pens, their conclusion is, that both the
ministers and the nation have been fairly de-
scribed, and they act accordingly. 1 think it,
therefore, the duty of every good citizen to stand
forth, and endeavour to undeceive the public,
when the vilest arts are made use of to defame
and blacken the brightest characters among us.
An eminent author affirms i to be almost as
criminal to hear a worthy man traduced, without
attempting his justification, as to be the author of
the calumny against him. For my own part, I
think it a sort of misprision of treason against so-
ciety. No man, therefore, who knows lord
Granby, can possibly hear so good and great a
character most vilely abused, without a warm and
just indignation against this Junius, this high-
priest of envy, malice, and all uncharitableness,
who has endeavoured to sacrifice our beloved
commander-in-chief at the altars of his horrid
deities. Nor is the injury done to his lordship
alone, but to the whole nation, which may too soon
feel the contempt, and consequently the attacks,
of our late enemies, if they can be induced to
believe that the personon whom the safety of
these kingdoms so much depends, is unequal to his
high station, and destitute of those qualities which
form a good general. One would have thought
that his lordship’s services in the cause of his coun.
try, from the battle of Culloden to his most glorious
conclusion of the late war, might have entitled
him to common respect and decency at least; but
this uncaundid, indecent writer, has gone so far
as to turn one of the most amiable men of the age
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into a stupid, unfeeling, and senseless being;
possessed, indeed, of a personal courage, but void
of those essential qualities which distinguish the
commander from the common soldier.

A very long, uninterrupted, impartial, (I will
add, a most disinterested) friendship with lord
Granby, gives me the right to affirm, that all Ju-
nius’ assertions are false and scandalous. Lord
Granby’s courage, though of the brightest and
most ardent kind, is among the lowest of his
numerous good qualities: he was formed to excel
in war, by nature’s liberality to his mind as well
as person. Educated and instructed by his most
noble father, and a most spirited as well as excel-
lent scholar, the present bishop of Bangor, he was
trained to the nicest sense of honour, and to the
truest and noblest sort of pride, that of never
doing or suffering a mean action. A sincere love
and attachment to his king and country, and to
their glory, first impelled him to the field, where
he never gained aught but honour. He impaired,
through his bounty, his own fortune; for his
bounty, which this writer would in vain depre-
ciate, is founded uponthe noblest of the human
affections; it flows from a heart melting to good-
ness; from the most refined humanity. Can a
man, whois described as unfeeling and void of
reflection, be constantly employed in seeking
proper objects, on whom to exercise those glo-
rious virtues of compassion and generosity? The
distressed officer, the soldier, the widow, the or-
phan, and a long list besides, know that van-
ity has no share in his frequent donations; he
gives, because he feels their distresses. Nor has

VoL 1 4
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he ever been rapacious with one hand, to be
‘bountiful with the others Yet this uncandid Ju-
nius would insinuate, that the dignity of the com-
mander-in-chief is depraved into the base office of
a commission-broker; that is,lord Granby bargains
for the sale of commissions; for it must have this
meaning, if it has any at all. But where is the
man living who can justly charge his lordship with
such mean practices? Why does not Junius pro-
duce him? Junius knows that he has no other
means of wounding this hero, than from some
missile weapon, shot from an obscure corner. He
seeks, as all such defamatory writers do,

——spargere voces
In vulgum ambiguas,

to raise suspicion in the minds of the people. But
I hope that my countrymen will be no longer im.
posed upon by artful and designing men, or by
wretches, who, bankrupts in business, in fame,
and in fortune, mean nothing more than to in.
volve this country in the same common ruin with
themselves. Hence it is, that they are constantly
aiming their dark, and too ofien fatal, weapons
against those who stand forth as the bulwark of
our national safety. Lord Gramby was too con-
spicuous a mark not to be their object. He is
next attacked for being unfaithful to his promises
and engagements? Where are Junius’s proofs ?
Although I could give some instances where a
breach of promise would be a virtue, especially
in the case of those who would pervert the open
unsuspecting moments of convivial mirth into sly
insidious applications for preferment or party.
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systems; and would endeavour to surprise a good
man, who cannot bear to see any one leave him
dissatisfied into unguarded promises. Lord Gran-
by’s attention to his own family and relations is
called selfish. Had he not attended to them, when
fair and just opportunities presented themselves, 1
should have thought him unfeeling, and void. of
reflection indeed. How are any man’s friends or
relations to be provided for, but from the influence
and protection of the patron? It is unfair to sup-
pose that lord Granby’s friends have not as much
merit as the friends of any other great man. If
he is generous at the public expense, as Junius
invidiously calls it, the public is at no*more ex-

nse for his lordship’s friends, than it would be
if any other set of men possessed those offices.
The charge is ridiculous.

The last charge againstlord Granby is of a most
serious and alarming nature indeed. Junius as-
serts, that the army is mouldering away, for want
of the direction of a man of common abilities and
spirit. The present condition of the army gives
the directest lie to his assertions. It was never
upon a more respectable footing with regard to
discipline and all the essentials that can form good
soldiers. Lord Ligonier delivered a firm and no-
- ble palladium of our safeties into lord Granby’s

hands, who has kept it in the same good order in
which he received it. The strictest care has
been taken to fill up the vacant commissions with
such gentlemen as have the glory of their ances.
tors to [support,¥as well as their own; and are
doubly bound to the cause of their king and coun.
try, from motives of private property, as well as
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public spirit. The adjutant-general, who has the
immediate care of the troops after lord Granby,
is an officer that would do great honour to any
service in Europe, for his correct arrangements,
good sense and discernment upon all occasions,
and for a punctuality and precision which give
the most entire satisfaction to all who are obliged
to consult him. The reviewing generals, who
inspect the army twice a-year, have been sclected
with the greatest care, and have answered the
important trust reposed in them in the most laud-
able manner. Their reports of the condition of
the army are much more to be credited than those
of Junius, whom.I do advise to atone for his
shameful aspersions, by asking pardon of lord
Graby and the whole kingdom, whom he has
offended by his abominable scandals. In short,
to turn Junius’s own battery against him, I must
assert in his own words, “that he has given
strong assertions without proof, declamation with.
out argument, and violent censures without dig-
nity or moceration.”’
WILLIAM DRAPER.

LETTER III.
To Sir William Draper, Knight of the Bath.
SIR, : February 7, 1769.

YOUR defence of lord Granby does honour .
to the goodness of your heart. You feel, as you
ought to do, for the reputation of your friend, and
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you express yourself in the warmest language of
your passions. In any other cause, I doubt not you
would have cautiously weighed the consequen-
ces of committing your name to the licentious
discourses and malignant opinions of the world:
but here, I presume, you thought it would be a
breach of friendship, to lose one moment in con-
sulting your understanding; as if an appeal to the
public were no more than a military coup de main,
where a brave man has no rules to follow but the
dictates of his courage. Touched with your gen-
erosity, I freely forgive the excesses into which
it has led you; and, far from resenting those terms
of reproach, which considering that you are an
advocate for decorum, you have heaped upon me
rather too liberally, I place them to the account
of an honest unreflecting indignation, in which
your cooler judgment and natural politeness had
no concern. I approve of the spirit with which
you have given your name to the public; and, if
it were a proof of any thing but spirit, I should
have thought myself bound to follow your ex-
ample. I should have hoped that even my name
might carry some authority with it, if I had not
seen how very little weight or consideration a
printed paper receives, even from the respectable
signature of sir William Draper.

You begin with a general assertion, that writers,
such as I am, are the real cause of all the public
evils we complain of. And do you really think,
sir William, that the licentious pen of a political
writer is able to produce such important effects ?
A little calm reflection might have shown you,
that national calamities do not arise from the de-
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scription, but from the real character and conduct
of ministers. To have supported your assertion,
you should have proved, that the present ministry
are unquestionably the best and brightest char-
acters of the kingdom; and that, if the affections
of the colonies have been alienated, if Corsica
has been shamefully abandoned, if commerce lan-
guishes, if public credit is threatened with a new
debt, and your own Manilla ransom most dis-
honourably given up, it has all been owing to
the malice of political writers who will not suf-
fer the best and brightest characters (meaning
still the present ministry) to take a single right
step for the honour or interest of the nation. But
it seems you were a little tender of coming to par-
ticulars. Your conscience insinuated to you that
it would ke prudent to leave the characters of
Grafton, North, Hillsborough, Weymouth, and
Mansfield, to shift for themselves; and truly, sir
William, the part you have undertaken is at least
as much as you are equal to.

Without disputing lord Granby’s courage, we
are yet to learn in what articles of military knowl.
edge nature has been so very liberal to his mind:
If you have served with him, you ought to have
pointed out some instances of able disposition and
well-concerted enterprise, which might fairly be
attributed to his capacity as a general. Itis you
sir William, who make your friend appear awk-
ward and ridiculous, by giving him a laced suit
of tawdry qualifications, which nature never in.
tended him to wear.

You say, he has acquired nothing but honour'in
the field? Is the ordnance nothing? Are the
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Blues nothing?- Is the command of the army,
with all the patronage annexed to it, nothing?
Where he got all these nothings 1 know not; but
you, at least, ought to have told us where he de-
served them.

As to his bounty, compassion, &c. it would have
been but little to the purpose, though you had
proved all that you have asserted. I meddle with
nothing but his character as commander-in-chief;
and, though I acquit him of the baseness of sell-
ing commissions, I still assert, that his military
cares have never extended beyond the disposal of
vacancies; and I am justified by the complaints
of the whole army, whenI say, that, in this dis.
tribution, he consults nothing but parliamentary
interest, or the gratification of his immediate de-
pendents. As to his servile submission to the
reigning ministry, let me ask, whether he did not
desert the cause of the whole army, when he suf-
fered sir Jeffery Ambherst to be sacrificed, and
what share he had in recalling that officer to the
service! Did he not betray the just interest of
the army in permitting lord Percy to have a regi-
ment? And does he not, at this moment, give. up
all character and dignity as a gentleman, in re-
ceding from his own repeated declarations in fa-
vour of Mr.- Wilkes!?

In the two next articles, I think, we are agreed.
You candidly admit, that he often makes such
promises as it is a virtue in him to violate, and
that no man is more assiduous to provide for his
relations at the public expense. I did not urge
the last as an absolute vice in his disposition, but
to prove that a careless, disinterested spirit is no
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part of his character: and as to the other, I de.
sire it may be remembered, that I never descénded
to the indecency of inquiring into his convivial
hours. It is you, sir William Draper, who have
taken pains to represent your friend in the char-
acter of a drunken landlord, who deals out his
promises as liberally as his liquor, and will suffer
no man to leave his table either sorrowful or sober.
None but an intimate friend, who must frequently
have seen him in these unhappy, disgraceful mo-
ments, could have described him so well.

The last charge, of the neglect of the army,
is indeed the most material of all. I am sorry
to tell you, sir William, that in this article your
first fact is false: and as there is  nothing more
painful to me than to give a direct contradiction
to a gentleman of your appearance, I could wish,
that, in your future publications, you would pay
a greater attention to the truth of your premises,
before you suffer your genius to hurry you to a
conclusion. Lord Ligonier did not deliver the
army (which you, in classical language, are pleas.
ed to call a palladium) into lord Granby’s hands.
It was taken from him, much against his inclina.
sion, some two or three years before lord Granb,
was commander-in-chief. As to the state of the
army, I should be glad to know where you have
received your intelligence. Was it in the rooms
at Bath, or at your retreat at Clifton? The re.
ports of reviewing generals comprehend only a
few regiments in England, which, as they are im.
mediately under the royal inspection, are per-
haps in some tolerable order. But do you know
any thing of the troops in the West Indies, the



JUNIUS. 49

Mediterranean, and North America; to say noth-
ing of a whole army absolutely ruined in Ireland?
Inquire a little into facts; sir William, before you
-publish your next panegyric upon lord Granby ;
and, believe me, you will find there is a fault at
head.quarters, which even the acknowledged care
and abilities of the adjutant.-general cannot correct.

Permit me now, sir William, to address myself
personally to you, by way of thanks for the honor
-of your correspondence. You are by no means
undeserving of notice; and it may be of conse-
quence, even to lord Granby, to have it determin-
<ed, whether or no the man, who has praised him
80 lavishly, be himself deserving of praise. . When
you returned to Europe, you zealously undertook
the cause of that gallant army, by whose bravery
at Manilla your own fortune had been established.
You complained, you threatened, you even ap-
pealed to the public in print. . By what accident
did it happen, that, in the midst of all this
bustle, and all these clamours for justice to your
injured troops, the name of the Manilla ran.
som was suddenly “buried in a profound, and,
since that time, an uninterrupted silence? Did
the ministry suggest any motives to you strong
enough to tempt a man of honour to desert and
betray the cause of his fellow soldiers? Was it
that blushing ribbon which is now the perpetual
ornament of your person? Or was it that regi-
ment which you afterwards (a thing unprecedent-
ed among soldiers) sold to colonel Gisborne? Or
was it that government, the full pay of which you
are contented to hold, with the half pay of an

VOL. L. ] :
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Irish colonel? And .do you now, after a retreat
not very like that of Scipio, presume to intrude
yourself, unthought of; uncalled tor, upon the pa-
tience of the public? Are your flatteries of the
commander-in-chief, directed to another regi-
ment, which you may again dispose of on the
same honourable terms? We know your pru.
dence, sir William; and I should be sorry to

stop your preferment. | JUNIUS.
’ SE—
LETTER IV.
To Junius.
SIR, February 17, 1769.

I RECEIVED Junius’s favour last night,
he is determined to keep his advantage by the
help of his mask: it is an excellent protection: it
has saved many a man from an untimely end.
But whenever he will be honest ‘enough tolay it
aside, avow himself, and produce the face which
has so long lurked behind ity the world will be
able to judge of his motives of writing such in-
famous invectives. His real name will discover
his freedom: and independency, or his servility to
a faction. Disappointed ambition, resentment
for defeated hopes, and desire of revenge, assume
but too often the appearance of public spirit: but,
be his designs wicked or charitable, Junius should
learn, that it is possible to condemn measures
without a barbarous and criminal outrage against
men. Junius delights to mangle carcases with a
hatchet; his language and instrument have a
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great connexion with Claremarket, and, to do him
Justice, he handles his weapon most admirably.
One would imagine he had been taught to throw
it by the savages of America. It is, therefore,
high time for me to step in once more to shield
my friend from this merciless whapon, although I
may be wounded in the attempt. But I must first
ask Junius by what forced analogy and construc-
tion, the mbments of .convivial mirth are made to
singnify indecency, a violation of engagements, a
«drunken landlord, and a desire that every one in
company should be drunk likewise? He must
have culled all the flowers of St. Giles’s and Bil-
lingsgate to have produced such a piece of oratory.
Here the hatchet descends with tenfold venge-
ance: but, alas! it hurts no one but its master!
For Junius must not think to put words into my
mouth, that seem too foul even for his own.

My friend’s political engagements I know not;
so cannot bretend to explain them, or assert their
consistency. I know not whether Junius be con.
siderable enough to belong to any party. Ifhe
should be so, can he affirm that he has always ad-
hered to one set of men and measures? Is he
sure that he has never sided with those whom he
was first hired to abuse? Has he never abused
those he was hired to praise? To say the truth,
most men’s politics sit much too loosely about
them. But as my friend’s military character was
the chief object that engaged me in this contro-
versy, to that I shal! return.

Junius asks, what instances my friend has given
of his military skill and capacity as a general?
When and where he gained his honour? When
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he deserved his emoluments? The united voice
of the army which served under him, the glorious
testimony of prince Ferdinand, and of vanquished
enemies, all Germany will tell him. Junius re-
peats the complaints of the army against parlia-
mentary influence: I love the army too well not
to wish that such influence were less. Let Junius
point out the time when it has not prevailed. It
was of the least force in the time of that great
man, the late duke of Cumberland; who, as a
prince of the blood, was able, as well as willing,
to stem a torrent which would have overborne
any private subject. In time of war, this influ-
ence is small. In peace, when discontent and
faction have the surest means to operate, espe-
cially in this country, and when, from a scarcity
of public spirit, the wheels of government are
rarely moved but by the power and force of ob-
ligations, its weight is always too great. Yet, if
this influence, at present, has done no greater
harm than the placing earl Percy at the head of
a regiment, I do not think that either the rights
or best interests of the army are sacrificed and
betrayed, or the nation undone. Let me ask
Junius, if he knows any one nobleman in the -
army who has had a regiment by seniority? I
feel myself happy in seeing young noblemen of
illustrious name and great property come amongst
us. They are an additional security to the king-
dom from foreign or domestic slavery. Junius
needs not be told, that, should the time ever
come when this nation is to be defended only by
those who have nothing more to lose than their
arms and their pay, its danger will be great in-
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deed. A happy mixture of men of quality with
soldiers of fortune is always to be wished for. But
the main point is still to be contended for; I mean
the discipline and condition of the army; and I
must still maintain, though contradicted by Junius,
that it was never upon a more respectable foot-
ing, as to all the essentials that can, form good
soldiers, than it is at present. Junius is forced to
allow, that our army at home may be in some
tolerable order; yet, how kindly does he invite
our late enemies to the invasion of Ireland, by as-
suring them that the army in that kingdom is to-
tally ruined! (The colonels of that army are
much obliged to him.) I have too great an opin-
ion'of the military talents of the lord.lieutenant,
and of all their diligence and capacity, to believe
it. If, from some strange unaccountable fatality,
the people of that kingdom cannot be induced to
consult their own security, by such an effectual
augmentation as may enable the troops there to
act with power and energy, is the commander-in-
chief here to blame?" Or, is he to blame, because
the troops in the Mediterranean, in the West
Indies, in America, labour under great difficul-
ties from the scarcity of,men, which is but too
visible all over these kingdoms!? Many of our
forces are in climates unfavourable to British con-
stitutions; their loss is in proportion. Britain
must recruit all these regiments from her own
emaciated bosom; or, more precariously, by
Catholics from Ireland. We are likewise subject
to the fatal drains to the East Indies, to Senegal,
and the alarming emigration of our poople to
other countries. Such depopulation can only be
VOL. L 5* )
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repaired by a long peace, or by some sensible bill:
of naturalization.

I must now take the liberty of addressing Ju-
nius on my own account. He is pleased to tell
me that he addresses himself to me personally : 1
shall be glad to see him. It is his impersonality
that I complain of, and his invisible attacks: for
his dagger in the air is only to be regarded, be-
cause one cannot see the hand which holds it; but,
had it not wounded other people more deeply
than pyself, I should nqt have obtruded myself
at all on the patience of the public.

Mark how plain a tale shall put him down,
and transfuse the blush of my ribbon into, his own
cheeks. Junius tells me, that at my return, I
zealously undertook the cause of the gallant army,
by whose bravery at Manilla my own fortunes
were established; that I complained, that I even
appealed to the public.” I did so; I glory in hav-
ing done so, as I had an undoubted right to vin.
dicate my own character, attacked by a Spanish
memorial, and to assert the rights of my brave
companions. 1 glory, likewise, that I have never
taken up my pen but to vindicate the injured.
Junius asks, by what accident did it happen, that,
in the midst of all this bustle, and all the clamours
for justice to the injured troops, the Manilla ran.
som was suddenly buried in a profound, and, since
that time, an uninterrupted silence? 1 will ex-
plain the cause to the public. The several minis-
ters who have been employed since that time have
been very desirous to do justice, from two most
laudable motives: a strong inclination to assist
injured bravery, and to acquire a well-deserved

4
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popularity to themselves. Their efforts have
been in vain. Some were ingenuous enough to
own, that they could not think of involving this
distressed nation in another war for our private
concerns. In short, our rights, for the present,
are sacrificed to national convenience; and I
must confess, that although.I may lose five-and-
‘twenty thousand pounds by their acquiescence to
this breach of faith in the Spaniards, I think they
are in the right to temporize, considering the
«critical situation of this country, convulsed in
every part, by poison infused by anonymous, wick-
«ed, and incendiary writers. Lord Shelburne will
«do me the justice to own, that in September last,
I waited upon him with a joint memorial from the
admiral, sir S, Cornish, and myself, in behalf of
our injured companions. His lordship was as
frank upon the occasion as other secretaries had
been before him, He did not deceive us, by giv-
ing any immediate hopes of relief.

J unig.j{*:\;ld basely insinuate, that my silence
may; have been purchased by my government, by
my blushing ribbon, by my regiment, by the sale of
that regiment, and by half-pay as an Irish colonel.

His majesty was pleased to give me my govern-
ment for my service at Madras. I had my first
regiment in 1757.. Upon my return from Manil-
la, his majesty, by lord Egremont, informed me,
that I should have the first vacant red ribbon, as
a reward for many servicesin an enterprise which
I had planned as well as executed. The duke of
Bedford and Mr. Grenville confirmed these as-
surances, many months before the Spaniards had
protested the ransom bills. To accommodate lord
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Clive, then going upon a most important service
to Bengal, I waved my claim to the vacancy which
then happened. As there was no other vacancy
until the duke of Grafton and lord Rockingham
were joint’ ministers; I was then honoured with
the order; and it is surely no small honour to e,
that, in such a succession of ministers, they were
all pleased to think that I had deserved it; in my
favour they were all united. Upon the reductiot
of the 79th regiment, which had served so glori-
ously in the East Indies, his majesty, unsolicited
by me, gave me the 16th of foot as an equivalent.

My motives for retiring, afterwards, are foreign
to the purpose : let it suffice, that his majesty was
pleased to approve of them: they are such as no
man can think indecent, who knows the shocks
that repeated vicissitudes of heat and cold, of
dangerous and sickly climates, will give to the
best constitutions, in a pretty long course of ser-
vice. Iresigned my regiment to colonel Gisborne,
a very good officer, for his half-pays+ s 2007

Irish annuity : so that, according to Jun¥§, LBave
been bribed to say nothing more of the Manilla
ransom, and to sacrifice those brave men, by the
strange avarice of accepting 380/, per annum, and

giving up 800Z! If this be bribery, if is not the
bribery of these times. As to my flattery, those

who know me will judge of it. By the asperity

of , Juniuss’s style, I cannot, indeed, call him &

flatterer, unless he be as a cynic or a mastiff: if
he wags his tail, he will still growl, and long to

bite. The public will now judge of the credit
that ought to be given to Junius’s writings, from

the falsities that he has insinuated with respect to

myself. WILLIAM DRAPER.
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LETTER V.
To Sir William Draper, Knight of the Bath.

SIR, o February 21, 1769.

I SHOULD justly be suspected of acting
upon motives of more than common enmity to lord
Granby, if I continued to give you fresh materi-
als or occasion for writing in his defence. Indi-
viduals who hate, and the public who despise,
have read your letters, sir William, with infinite-
ly more satisfaction than mine. Unfortunately
for him, his reputation, like that unhappy coun-
try to which you refer me for his last military
achievements, has suffered more by his friends
than his enemies. In mercy to him, let us drop
the subject. For my own part, I willingly leave
it to the public to determine, whether your vindi-
cation of your friend has been as able and judi-
cious as it was certainly well intended: and you,
I think, may be satisfied with the warm acknow-
ledgements he already owes you, for making him
the princjpal figure in a piece, in which, but for
your amicable assistance, he might have passed
without particular notice or distinction.

., In"justice’to your friends, let your future la-
bours b ‘confined to the care of your own reputa-
tion. Your declaration, that you are happy in
seeing young noblemien come among us, is liable
to two objections. 'With respect to lord Percy, it
means nothing; for he was already in the army.
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He was aid-de-camp to the king, and had the
rank of colonel. A regiment, therefore, could
not make him a more military man, though it
made him richer; and probably at the expense of
some brave, deserving, friendless officer. The
other concerns yourself. After selling the com-
panions of your victory in one instance, and after
selling your professionin the other, by what au-
thority do you presume to call yourself a soldier?
The plain evidence of facts is superior to all de-
clarations. Before you were appointed to the 16th
regiment, your complaints were a distress to gov-
ernment: from that moment you were silent. The
conclusion is inevitable. You insinuate to us, that
your ill state of health obliged you to quit the
service. The retirement necessary to repair a
broken constitution would have bcen as good a
reason for not accepting, as for resigning, the com-
mand of aregiment. Thereis certainly an error
of the press, or an affected obscurity in that para-
graph, where you speak of your bargain with
colonel Gisborne. Instead of attempting to an-
swer what I do not really understand, permit me
to explain to the public what I really know. In
exchange for your regiment, you accepted of a
colonel’s half-pay, (at least 220/, a year) and an
annuity of 2007, for your own and lady Draper’s
life jointly. And is this the losing bargain, which
you would represent to us, as if you had given up
an income of 800/, a year for 380..7 Was it de-
cent, was it honourablg, ina man who pretends
to love the army, and calls himself a soldier, to
make a traflic of the royal favour, and turn the
highest honour of an active profession into a sordid
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provision for himself and his family? It were
unworthy of me to press<you farther. The con-
tempt with which the whole army heard of the
manner of your retreat, assures me, that, as your
conduct was not justified by precedent, it will
never be thought an example for imitation.

The last and most important. question remains.
‘When you receive your half-pay, do you or do you
not, take a solemn oath, or sign a declaration
upon honour, to the following effect? That
you do not actually hold any place of profil, civil
or military, under his majesty: * The charge which
the question plainly conveys against you, is of so
shocking a complexion, that I sincerely wish you
may be able to answer it well; not merely for the
colour of your reputation, but for your own in-

ward peace of mind. JUNIUS.
LETTER VL
To Junius.
SIR, February 27, 1769.

I HAVE a very short answer for Junius’s
important question. I donot either take an oath,
or declare upon my honour, that I hold no place
of profit, civil or military, when I receive the
helf-pay as an Irish colonel: my most graéious
sovereign gives it me as a pension: he was pleased
to think I deservedit. The annuity of 2007 Irish,
and the equivalent for the half-pay, together pro-
duce no more than 380/ per annum, clear of fees
and perquisites of office. I receive 167/, from my
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* government of Yarmouth. Total 547l per an.
num. My conscience is much at ease in these
particulars: my friends need not blush for me.

Junius makes much and frequent use of - in.
terrogations: they are arms that may be easily
turned against himself. I could, by malicious in-
terrogation, disturb the peace of the most virtu.-
ous man in the kingdom. I could take the deca-
logue, and say to one man, Did you never steal?
To the next, Did you never commit murder? And
to Junius himself, who is putting my life and con-
duct to the rack, Did you never “bear false wit-
ness against thy neighbour?”’ Junius must easi.-
ly see, that, unless he affirms to the contrary, im
his real name, some people, who may be as igno-
rant of himas I am, will be apt to suspect him of”
having deviated a little from the truth: therefore
let Junius ask no more questions. You bite-
against a file: Cease, viper! wW.D

LETTER VIIL

To Sir William Draper, Knight of the Bath.

SIR, March 3, 1769
AN academical education has given yow
an unlimited command over the most beautifil
figures of speech. Masks, hatchets, racks, and
vipers, dance through your letters in all the mazes
of metaphorical confusion.  These are the gloomy
companions of a disturbed imagination; the mel-
ancholy madness of poetry, without the inspira-
tion. I will not contend with you in point of
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eomposition: you are a scholar, sir Williath, and
if I am truly informed, you write Latin with al-
most as much purity as England. Suffer me then
(for I am a plain unlettered man) to continue
that style of interrogation which suits my capaci-
ty, and to which, considering the readiness of
your answers, you ought to have no objection.
Even Mr. Bingley* promises to answer, if put to
the torture.

Do you then really think, that, if I were to ask
a most virtuous man, whether he ever committed
theft or murder, it would disturb his peace of
mina? Such a question might, perhaps, discom.
pose the gravity of his muscles, but I believe it
would little affect th® tranquillity of jhis con-
science. Examine your own breast, sir William,

" and you will discover that reproaches and inqui-
ries have no power to afflict either the man of
unblemished integrity or the abandoned profii-
gate. Itis the middle compound character which
alone is vulnerable; the man who, without firm-
ness enough to avoid a dishonorable action, has
feeling enough to be ashamed of it.

I thank you for the hint of the decalogue, and
shall take an opportunity of applying it to some
of your most virtuous friends in both houses of
parliament .

You seem_ to have dropped the affair of your
regiment; so let it rest. When you are appoint-

_*This man, being committed by the court of king’s
bench for contempt, voluntarily made oath that he
would never answer iglerrogatories unless he should be
put to the torture.

VOL, I. .. ’ 6



62 . JUNIUS.

ed to another, I dare say you will not sell it either
for a gross sum, or for an annuity upon lives.

Iam truly glad(for really, sir William, I am
not your enemy, nor did I begin this contest with
you) that you have been able to clear yourself of
a crime, though at the expense of the highest in-

+discretion. You say that your half pay was given
you by way of pension. I will not dwell upon
the singularity of uniting in your own person two
sorts ot provision, which, in their own nature,
and in all military and parliamentary views, are
incompatible;. but [ call upon you to justify
that declaration wherein you charge your sove-
reign with having done an actin your favour no-
toriously against law. The half-pay, both in Ire-
land and England, is appropriated by parliament:
and if it be given to persons who, like you, are
legally incapable of holding it, it is a breach of
law. It would have been more decent in you to
have called this dishonourable transactian by its
true name; a job, toaccommodate two persons,
by particular interest and management at the
castle.—What sense must government have had
of your services, whenthe rewards they have
given you are only a disgrace to you!

And now, sir William, I shall take my leave of
you for ever. Motives very different from any
apprehension of your resentment make it impos.
sible you should ever know me. In truth, you
have some reason to hold yourself indebted to me.
From the lessons I have given you, you may col-
lect a profitable instruction for your future life.
They will either teach you so to regulate your
future conduct, as to be able to set the most ma-
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licious inquiries at defiance; or, if that be a lost
hope, they will teach you prudence enough not
to attract the public attention to a character,
which will only pass without censure, when it

passes without observation.*
JUNIUS.

*It has been, said I belicve truly, that it was signi-
fied to sir William Draper, as the request of lord Gran-
by, that he should desist from writing in his lordship’s
defence. Sir William Draper certainly drew Junius
forward to say more of lord Granby’s character than
he originally intended. He was redueed to the dilem-
ma, of either being totally silenced, or of supporting
his first letter. Whether sir William had a right to re-
duce him to this dilemma, or to call upoys him for his
name, after a voluntary attack on his side, are ques-
tions submitted to the candour of the public. The
death of lord Granby was lamented by Junius. He
undoubtedly owed some compensation to the public,
and seemed determined to aquit himself of them. In pri-
vate life, he was unquestionably that good man, who, for
the interest of his country, ought to have been a great
ene, Bonum virum facile dizeris! magnum libenter.
I speak of him now without partiality; I never spoke
of him with resentment. His mistake, in public con-
duct, did not arise either from want of sentiment, or
want of judgment; but, in general, from the difficulty
of saying no to the bad people who surrounded him.

As for the rest; the friends of lord Granby should re-
member, that he himself thought proper to condemn,
retract, and disavow, by a most solemn declaration, in
the house of commons, that very system of political
conduct which Junius has held forth to the disappro~
bation of the public.
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LETTER VIIL

To his Grace the Duke of Grafton.
MY LORD, March 18, 1769.

BEFORE you were placed at the head of
affairs, it had been a maxim of the English gov.
ernment, not unwillingly admitted by the people,
that every ungracious or severe exertion of the
prerogative should be placed to the account of
the minister; but that whenever an act of grace
or benevolence was to be performed, the whole
merit of it should be attributed to the sovereign
himself.* It was a wise doctrine, my lord, and
equally advantageous to the king and his sub.-
jects; for while it preserved that suspicious at-
tention with which the people ought always to
examine the conduct of ministers, it tended, at
the same time, rather to increase than diminish
their attachment to the person of their sovereign.
If there be not a fatality attending every measure
you are concerned in, by what treachery, or by
what excess of folly has it happened, that those
ungracious acts which have distinguished your
administration, and which I doubt not, were en-
tirely your own, should carry with them a strong
appearance of personal interests, and even of per-
sonal enmity, in a quarter where no such interest

* Les rois ne se sont reserves que les graces. Ils

renvoient les condamnations vers leurs officiers.—Mon-
tesquieu.
»
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or enmity can be supposed to exist, without the
highest injustice, and the highest dishonour? On
the other hand, by what judicious management
have you contrived it, that the only act of mercy
to which you ever advised your sovereign, far
from adding to the lustre of a character truly
gracious and benevolent, should be received with
universal disapprobation and disgust? I shall
consider it as a ministerial measure, because it
is an odious one, and as your measure, my lord
duke, because you are the minister.

As’long as the trial of this chairman was de.
pending, it was natural’ enough that government
should give him every possible encouragement
and support. The honourable service for which
he was hired, and the spirit with which he per-
formed it, made common cause between your
grace and him. The minister, who by secret
corruption, invades the freedom of elections, and
the ruffian, who, by open violence destroys that
treedom, are embarked in the same bottom; they
have the same interests, and mutyally feel for
each other. Todo justice to your grace’s hu-
manity, you felt for M’Quirk as you ought to do;
and if you had been contented to assist him indi-
rectly, without a notorious denial of justice, or
openly insulting the sense of the nation, you might
have satisfied every duty of political friendship,
without committing the honour of your sovereign,
or hazarding the reputation of his government.
But when this unhappy man had been solemnly
tried, convicted, and condemned; when it ap-
peared that he had been frequently employed in
the same services, and that no excuse for him

VOL. I 6*
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could be drawn either from the innocence of his
former life, or the simplicity of his character;
was it not hazarding too much, to interpose the
strength of the prerogative between this felon and -
the justice of his country?™ You ought to have

" % Whitehall, March 11, 1769. His majesty has
been graciously pleased to extend his royal mercy te
Edward M‘Quirk, found guilty of the murder of George
Clarke, as appears by his royal warrant, to the tenour
following:

GEORGE R. ’ )

Whereas a doubt has arisen in our royal breast con-
cerning the evidence of the death of George Clarke,
from the representations of William Broomfield, esq.
surgeon, and Solomon Starling, apothecary; both of
whom, as has been represented to us, attended the
deceased befare his death, and expressed their opinions
that he did not die of the blow he received at Brent-
ford: and whereas it appears to us that neither of the
said persons were produced as witnesses upon the tri-
al, though the said Solomon Starling had been examin-
-ed before the coroner; and the only person called to
prove that the death of the said George Clarke was
eccasioned by the said blow, was John Foot, surgeon,
who pever salr the deceased till after his death: we
thought fit thereupon to refer the said representations,
together with the report of the recorder of our city of
London, of the evidence given by Richard and William
Beale and the said John Foot, on the trial of Edward
Quirk, otherwise called Edward Kirk, otherwise called
Edward M‘Quirk, for the murder of the said Clarke, to
the master, wardens, and the rest of the court of exam-
fners of the surgeons’ company, commanding them like- -
wise to take such farther examination of the said persons
so representing, and of said John Foot, as they might
think necessary, together with the premises above-
mentioned, to form and report to us their opinion,
“Whether it did or did not appear to them that the
said George- Clarke died in consequence of the blow
he received in the riot at Brentford on the 8th of
December last.” And the said court of examiners of
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known that an example of this sort was never so
necessary as at present ; and certainly you must
have known, that the lot could not have fallen
upon a more guilty object. What system of gov-
ernment is this? You are perpetually complaining
of the riotous disposition of the lower class of peo-
ple; yet when the laws have given you the means
of making an example, in every sense unexcep-
tionabie, and by far the most likely to awe the mul-
titude, you pardon the offence, and are not ashamed
to give the sanction of government to the riots you
complain of, and even to future murders. You
are partial, perhaps, to the military mode of exe-

the surgeons’ company having thereupon reported to
us their opinion,—*That it did not appear to them
that he did; we have thought proper to extend our
royal mercy to him the said Edward Quirk, otherwise
Edward Kirk, otherwise called Edward M’Quirk, and
to grant him our free pardon for the murder of the
said George Clark, of which he has been found guilty.
Our will and pleasure,, therefore, is, That the said Ed-’
ward Quirk, otherwise called Edward Kirk, otherwise
called Edward M’Quirk, be inserted, for the said
murder, in our first and next general pardon that shall
come out for the poor convicts of Newgate, without
any condition whatsoever; and that, in the mean time,
you take bail for his appearance, in order to plead our
#aid pardon. And for so doing this shall be your
warrant.
Given at our court at St. James’s, the tenth day of
March, 1769, in the ninth year of our reign.
By his majesty’s command. ROCHFORD.

To our trusty and well-beloved

James Egyre, esq. recorder of

our city of London, the sher-

iffs of our said city and coun-

ty of Middlesex, and all oth-

ers whom it may sencern.
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cution; and had rather see a score of these
wretches butchered by the guards, than one of
them suffer death by regular course of law. How
does it happen, my lord, that, in your hands, even
the mercy of the prerogative is cruilty and op-
pression to the subject.

The measure, it seems, was so extrordinary,
that you thought it necessary to give some reasons
for it to the public. Let them be fairly examin-

1. You say, that Messrs. Broomfield and Starling
were not examined at M’ Quirk’s trial. 1 will tell
your grace why they were not. They must have
been examined upon oath; and it was foreseen,
that their evidence would either not benefit, or
might be prejudicial, to the prisoner. Otherwise,
is it conceivable that his counsel should neglect
to call in such material evidence?

2. You say, that Mr. Foot did not see the de-
ceased until after his death. A surgeon, my lord,
must know very little of his profession, if, upon
examining a wound or a contusion, he cannot de-
termine whether it was mortal or not.- While the
party is alive, a surgeon will be cautious of pro-
nouncing; whereas, by the death of the patient,
he is enabled to consider both cause and effect in
one view, and to speak with a certainty confirm.
ed by experience.

3. Yet we are to thank your grace for the es-
tablishment of a new tribunal. Your inquisito
post mortem, is unknown to the laws of England,
and does honour to your invention. The only -
material objection to it is, that if Mr. Foot’s evi.
denco was insufficient, because he did not exam.
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ine the wound till after the death of the party,
much less can a negative opinion, given by gen-
tlemen who never saw the body of Mr. Clarke .
either before or after his decease, authorise you
to supersede the verdict of a jury, and the sen-
tence of the law.

Now, my lord, let me ask you, Has it never
occurred to your grace, while you were with-
drawing this desperate wretch from that justice
which the laws had awarded, and which the whole
people of England demanded against him, that
there is another man, who is the favorite of his
country, whose pardon would have heen accepted
with gratitude, whose pardon would have healed
all our divisions? Have you quite forgotten that
this man was once your grace’s friend? Or, is it
10 murderers only that you will extend the mercy
of the crown?

These are questions you will not answer, nor is
it necessary. The character of your private life,
and the uniform tenor of your public conduct, is
.an answer to them all. JUNIUS.

S—
LETTER IX.
To his Grace the Duke of Graflon.
MY LORD, April 10, 1769.

I HAVE so good an opinion of your grace’s
discernment, that when the author of the vindi-
cation of your conduct assures us that he writes
from his own mere motion, without the least au-
<hority from your grace, I should be ready enough
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to believe him, but for one fatal mark, which seemrs
to be fixed upon every measure in which either
your personal or political character is concerned.
Your first attempt to support sir William Proctor
ended in the election of Mr. Wilkes; the second
insured success to Mr. Glynn. The extraordina-
ry step you took to make sir James Lowther lord
paramount of Cumberland has ruined his interest
in that country for ever: the house list of direc-
tors was cursed with the concurrence of govern-
ment; and even the miserable Dingley* could not
escape the misfortune of your grace’s protection.
‘With this uniform experience before us, we are
authorised to suspect, that when a pretended vin.
dication of your principles and conduct, in reali-
ty, contains the bitterest reflections upon both, it
could not have been written without your imme-
diate direction and assistance. The author, in-
deed, calls God to witness for him, -with all the
sincerity, and in the very terms of an Irish evi-
dence, to the best of his knowledge and belief. My
lard, you should not encourage these appeals to
Heaven. The pious prince, from whom you are
supposed to descend, made such frequent use of
them in his public declarations, that, at last, the
people also found it necessary to appeal to Heaven
in their turn. Your administration has driven us
into circumstances of equal distress: beware, at
least, how you remind us of the remedy.

* This unfortunate pereon had been persuaded by
the duke of Grafton to set up for Middlesex, his graee
being determined to seat him in the house of commons,
if he had but a single vote. It happened, unluckily,
that he could not prevail upon any one freeholder to put
him in nomination.
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" You have already much to answer for. “You
have provoked this unRappy gentleman to play
the fool ance more in public lite, in spite of his
years and infirmities; and to show us, that, as you
yourself are a singular instance of youth without
spirit, the man who defends you is a ho less re-
markable example of age without the benefit of
experience. To follow such a writer minutely,
would, like: his own periods, be labour without
end. The subject too has been dlready didcussed,
and is sufficiently understood. I cannot help ob-
serving, hewever, that when the pardon of
M’Quirk was the prineipal charge against you,
it would have been but a deeent eompliment to
your grace’s understanding, to have defended you
upon your own principles. What eredit does a
man deserve, who tells us plainly, that the facts,
set forth in the king’s proclamation were not the
true motives on which the pardon was granted?
and that he wishes that those chirurgical reports,
which first gave occasion to certain doubts in the
royal breast, had not been laid before his majes-
ty? Yousee, my lord, that even your friends can-
not defend your actions, without ‘changing your
principles; nor justify a deliberate measure of go-
vernment without contradicting the main asser-
tion on which it was founded.

The conviction of M’Quirk had reduced you
to a dilemma in which it was hardly possible for
you to reconcile your political interest with your
duty. You were obliged either to abandon an
active, useful partisan, or to protect a felon from
public justice. With your usual spirit you pre-
ferred your interest to every other consideration;
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and, 'with your usual judgment, you founded your
determination upon the only motives which should
not have been given to the public.

I have frequently cemsured Mr. Wilkes’s con-
duct, yet your advocate reproaches me with hav-
ing devoted myself to the service of sedition.
Your grace can best inform us for which of Mr.
Wilkes’s good qualities you first honoured him
with your friendship, or how long it was before
you discovered those bad ones in him, at which,
it seems, your delicacy was offended. Remem-
ber, my lord, that you continued your connexion
with Mr. Wilkes, long after he had been convict-
ed of those crimes which you have since taken
pains to represent in the blackest colours of blas-
phemy and treason. How unlucky is it, that the
first instance you have given us of a scrupulous
regard to decorum, is united with a breach of a
moral obligation! For my own part, my lord, I
am proud to affirm, that if I had been weak
enough to form such a friendship, I would never
have been base enough to betray it. But let Mr.
Wilkes’s character be what it may, this, at least
is certain; that circumstanced as he is, with re-
gard to the public, even his vices plead for him.
The people of England have too much discern-
ment to suffer your grace to take advantage of
the failings of a private character, to establish a
precedent by which the public liberty is affected,
and which you may hereafter, with equal ease
and satisfaction, employ to the ruin of the best
men in the kingdom. Content yourself, my lord,
with the many ddvantages which the unsullied
purity of your own character has given you over

=
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your unhappy deserted friends.  Avail yourself of
all the unforgiving piety of the court you live in,
and bless God that ¢you are not as other men are;
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this
publican.’ In a heart void of feeling, the laws of
honour and good faith may be violated with impu-
nity, and there you may safely indulge your gen-
ius. But the laws of England shall not be viola-
ted, even by your holy zeal to oppress a sinner;
and, though you have succeeded in making him a
tool, you shall not make him the victim of your

ambition. .. JUNIUS.
"
" LETTER X.
To Mr. Edward Weston. )
SIR, © April 21,1769,

Isaid you were an old man without the
benefit of experience. It seems youarealso a volun.
teer, with the stipend of twenty commissions;
and at a period when all prospects are at an end,
you are still looking forward to rewards which
you cannot enjoy. No man is better acquainted
with the bounty of government than you are;

—_— —Ton impudence,
Temeraire vieillard, aura sa recompence.

But I will not descend to an altercation either
with the impotence of your age, or the peevish-
ness of your diseases. Your pamphlet, ingenious
as it is, has been so little read, that the public
cannot know how far you have a right to give
me the lie, without the following citation of your
own words:

voL. I. 7




74 JUNIUS.

Page 6th. ‘1. That he is persuaded that the
motives which he (Mr. Weston) has alleged,
must appear fully sufficient with or without the
opinions of the surgeons.

¢2. That those very motives must have been the
foundation on which the earl of Rochford thought
proper, &ec.

3. That he cannot but regret, that the earl of
Rochford seems to have thought proper to lay the
chirurgical reports before the king, in preference
to all the other sufficient motives,” &ec.

Let the public determine whether this be de-
fending government on their principles or your
own. .

The style and language you have adopted are
I confess, not ill-suited to the elegance of your
own manners, or to the dignity of the cause you
have undertaken. Every common dauber writes
rascal and villain under his pictures, because the
pictures themselves have neither character nor
resemblance. But the works of a master require
no index; his features and colouring are taken
from nature; the impression they make is imme-
diate and uniform; nor is it possible to mistake
his characters, whether they represent the treach-
ery of -a*minister, or the abused simplicity of a
JUNIUS.




JUNIUS. 75

LETTER XI.
To his Grace the Duke of Grafton.

MY LORD, April 24, 1769.

" THE system you seem to have adopted
when lord Chatham unexpectedly left you at the
head of affairs, gave us no-promise of that uncom.
mon exertion of vigour which has since illustrat.
ed your character, and distinguished your admi-
nistration. Far from discovering a spirit bold
enough to invade the first rights of the people, and
the first principles of the constitution, you were
scrupulous of exercising even those powers with
which the executive branch of the legislature is
legally invested. We have not yet forgotten how
long Mr. Wilkes was suffered to appear at large,
nor how long he was at liberty to canvass for the
city and county, with all the terrors of an out.
lawry hanging over him. Our gracious sovereign
has not yet forgotten the extraordinary care you
took of his dignity, and of the safety of his person,
when, at a crisis which courtiers affected to call
alarming, you left thec metropolis exposed, for two
nights together, to every species of riot and dis-
order. The security of the royal residenge from
insult was then sufficiently provided for in Mr.
Conway'’s firmness, and lord Weymouth’s discre-
tion; while the prime minister of Great Britain,
in a rural retircment, and in the arms of faded
beauty, had lost all memory of his sovereign, his
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country, and himself. In these instances you

might have acted with vigour, for you would have

had the sanction of the laws to support you: the.
friends of government might have defended you

without shame; and ‘'moderate men, who wish

well to the peace and good order of society, might
“have had a pretence for applauding your conduct.

But these, it seems, were not occasions worthy of

your grace’s interposition. You reserved the

proofs of your intrepid spirit for trials of greater
hazard and importance; and now, asif the most dis-
graceful relaxation of the executive authority had
givenyou a claim of credit to indulge in excesses
still more dangerous, you seem determined to
compensate amply for your former negligence,
and to balance the non-execution of the laws with
a breach of the constitution. From one extreme
ou suddently start to the other, without leaving,
‘ {etween the weakness and the fury of the pas-
sions, one moment’s interval for the firmness of
the understanding. :
These observations, general as they are, might
easily be extended igto a faithful history of your
grace’s administration, and perhaps may be the
empleyment of a future hour. But the business
of the present moment will not suffer me to look
back to a series of events, which cease to be inter-
esting or important, because they are succceded
:3; a measure so singularly daring, that it _escx'tes
our attention, and engrosses all our Yesent.-
ment. . -

Your patronage of Mr. Luttrell’ has been
crowned with success. With this précedent be.
fore you, with the principles on whigh it was es.

\ :

. LY
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tablished, and with a futurc house of commons,
* perhaps less virtuous than the present, every
cournty in England, under the auspices of the
treasury, may be represented as completely as
the county of Middlesex. Posterity will be
indcbted to your grace for notcontenting your-
self with a temporary cxpedient, but cntailing
upon them the immediate blessings of your ad-
ministration. Boroughs were already too much
at tho mercy of government.- Counties could
neither be purchased nor intimidated. But their
solemn determined election may be rejected ; and
the man they detest may be appointed by anoth-
er choice to- represent them in parliament.  Yet
it is admitted, that the sheriffs obeyed the laws,
and performed their duty.* The rcturn they
made must have been legal and valid, or undoubt-
edly they would have been censured for making
it.  With every good-natured allowance for your
grace’s youth and inexperience, there are some
“things which you cannot but know. You cannot
but know, that the right of the frecholders to ad-
here to their choice (even supposing it improper-
ly exerted) was as clear and indisputable as that
of the house of commons to exclude one of their
own members. Nor is it possible for you not to
see the wide distance there is between. the ncga-
tive power of rejecting one man, and the positive
power of appointing another. The right of ex-
pulsion, in the most favourable sense, iS no more

* Sir Fletcher Norton, when it was proposed to pun-
ish the sherifts, declared in the house of commons,
that they, in returning Mr. Wilkes, had done no more
than their duty.

VOL. I 7*
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than the custom of parliament. The right of
election is the very essence of the constitution.
To violate that right, and much more to trans-
fer it to any other set of men, is astep leading
immediately to the dissolution of all government.
So far forth as it operates, it constitutes a house
of commons which does not represent the people.
A house of commons so formed would involve a"
contradiction, and the grossest confusion of ideas:
but there are some ministers, . my lord, whose
views can only be answered by reconciling absur.
dities, and making the same proposition, which is
false and absurd in argumert, true in fact. .
This measure, my lord, is, ‘however, attended -
with one consequence favourable to the people,
which I am persuaded you did not foresee.* W hile
the contest lay between the ministry and Mr.
Wilkes, his situation and private character gave
you advantages over him, whiech common can-
dour, if not the memory of your former friendship,
should have forbidden you to make use of. To
religious men you had an opportunity of exagger-
ating the irregularities of his past life; to moder-
rate men you held forth the pernicious consequen-
ces of faction. Men who, with this character,
looked no farther than to the object before them,
were not dissatisfied at seeing Mr. Wilkes exclu-
ded from parliament. You have now taken care
to shift the question; or rather, you have created
a new one, in which Mr. Wilkes 4s no more con-
cerned than any other English gentleman. Yeu
have united this country against you on one grand

*The reader is desired to mark this prophecy,
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constitutional point, on the decision of which our
existence, as a free pcople, absolutely ‘depends.
You have asserted, not in words, but in fact, that
the representation in parliament does notdepend
upon the choice ofthe freeholders: If such a case
can possibly happen once, it may happen fre.
quently; it'may happen always: and if three hun-
"dred votes, by any mode of reaspning whatever,
can prevail against twelve hundred, the same
reasquing would equally have givensMr. Luttrell
his .seat with ten votes, or even with one. The
consejuences of this attack upon the constitution™
are too plain and palpable, not to alarm the dul-
lest apprehension: I trust.you will find that the
people;of England are neither deficient in spirit
or understanding; t.w.lgh you have trcated them
as if they had neither sense to feel or'spirit to re-
sent. We have reason to thank God andPur an-
cestors, that thidre never yet was a minister in this
country who could- stand the issue of such a con- .
flict; and, with cvery prejudice in favour of your:
intentions, I see no such abilities in your grace,
as should enable you to succeed in an entérprise,
in which the ablest and basest of "your predeces-
sors have found their destruction. You may con-
tinue to deceive your gracious master with false
representations of the temper and condition of his
subjects: youmay command a venal wgte, becatlise
it is the common established appendage of your
office: but never hope that the frecholders will
‘make a tame surrénder of their rights; or, that
an English army- will join with you in overturn-
ing the liberties of their country. They know,
that their first duty, as citizens, is paramount to
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all subsequent engagements: nor will they prefer
the discipline, or even the honours of their pro-
fession, to those sacred original rights which be-
longed to them before they were soldiers, and
which they claim and possess as the birth-right of
Englishmen. o

Return, my lord, before it be tooslate, to that
easy insfpid system which you first set out with.
Take back your mistress.* The name of friend
may be fatal to her, for it Icads to treachery and
persecution. Indulge the people. Attend New-
Market. Mr. Luttrell may again vaeate his seat;
and "Mr. Wilkes, if not persecuted, will soon be
forgotten. To be weak and inactive is safer than
to be daring and criminal; and wide is the dis-
tance between a riot of thetpopulace and a con-
vulsion of the whole kingdom. You may live to
make the experiment, but no honest man can wish
you should survive it. JUNIUS.

LETTER XII.

To his Grace the Duke of Grafton.

MY LORD, May 30, 1769.
IF the measures in which you have been
most successful had been supported by any tolera.
ble appearance of argument, I should have thought
*The duke, about this time, had separated himself
from Anne Parsons; but proposed to continue united
with her on some platonic terms of friendship, which
she rejected with contempt. His baseness to this wo-
man is beyond description or belicf
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my time not ill employed in continuing to examine
your conduct as a minister, and statigg it fairly
to the publicsf But when I see questions of the
highest national imperfance carried, as they have
been, and the. first principles of the constitution
openly violated, ‘witheut” argument or decency, I
confess I give ups. the .cause in despair. The
meanest of -your predeeessors had abilities suffi.
cient to give a colour to their measures. If they
invaded the xJ.ghts of the people, they.did not dare
to offer a direct insult to their’ understanding; and
in former times, the most venal parliaments made
it a condition, in their bargain with the minister,
that he should .furnish them with some plausible
pretences for sclling their country and themselves.
You have had the merit of introducing a more
compendious” system of ¢ government and -logic.
You neither address yourself to- the passions nor
the understanding, but simply to the touch. You
apply yourself immediately to the feehngs of your -
friends; who,.contrary to the forms of parliament,
never enter heartily into a debate until they have
divided. 2

Relinquishing, thercfore, all.idle views of
amendment to your grace, or of benefit to the pub-
lic, let me be permitted to consider your charaeter
and conduet, merely as a subject of curious specu-
lation Theve1s something in both which distin.-

ishics you, not only from all other ministers, but

all ‘other men. [t is 10t that you do wrong by
design, but that you should, never do right by
mistake. Iti§not that youtigdelence and your
activity havetbeen equalljw misapplied, but that
the firstunifosm principle,er, if I may call it, the



82 . JUNIUS.

genius of your life, should have carried you
through cvery possible change and contradiction-~
of conduct, without the momentary imputation or
colour of a virtue; and that the wildest spirit of
inconsistency should ncver once have betrayed
you into a wise or honourable action. This, I
own, gives an air of singularity to your fortune,
as well as to your disposition. Let us look back,
togcther, to a scene, in which a mind like yours
will find nothing to repcnt of. Let us try, my
lord, how well you have supported -thc various
relations in which you stood to your sovereign,
your country, your friends, and yourself. Give
us, if it be possible, some cxcuse to posterity and to
ourselves, for submitting to your administration.
If not the abilitics of a great minister, if not the
integrity of a patriot, ot the fidelity of a friend,
show us, at least, the firmness of a man. For the
sake of your mistress, the lover shall be spared.
I will not lead her into public, as you have done;
nor will I insult the memory of departed beauty.
Her scx, which alone madc her amiable in your
cyes, makes her respectable irt mige.

The character of the reputed ancestors of some
men has made it possible for their descendants to
be vicious in the extreme, without being degege-
rate. 'Those of your grace, for instance, left no
distressing examples of virtue cven to their legiti-
mate posterity: and you may look back with plea-
sure to an illustrious pedigree, in which heraldry
has not left a single good quality upon record to
insult or upbraid you. Youhave better proofs of
your descent, my lord, than the register of a mar-
riage, or any troublesome inheritance of reputa-
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tion. There are some hereditary strokes of char-
acter; by which a family may be as clearly distin-
guished, as by the blackest features of the human
face. Charles the First lived and died a hypo-
crite. Charles the Second was a hypoerite of
another sort, and should have died upon the same
scaffold. At the distance of a century, we sec
their different characters happily revived and
blénded in your grace. Sullen and severc with-
out religion, profligate without gayety, you live
like Charles the Second, without being an amia-
ble companion; and, for aught I know, may die
as his father did, without the reputation of a
martyr. ’

You had already taken your degrees with cred-
it, in those schools in which the English nobility
are formed to virtue, when you werce introduced
to lord Chatham’s protection.* From Newmarket,
White’s, and the opposition, he gave you to the
world with an air of popularity, which young men
usually set out with, and seldom preserve: grave
and plausible enough to be thought fit for business;
too young for treachery; and, in short; a patriot
of no unpromising cxpectations. Lord Chatham
was the carliest objcct of your political wonder
and attachment; yet you deserted him, upon the
first hopes that offered of an equal share of power
with lord Rockingham. When the late duke of
Cumbecrland’s first negotiation failed, and when
the favourite was pushed to the last cxtremity,
you saved him, by joining with an administration,

#To understand these passages, the reader is referred
to a noted pamphlet, called, ‘The History of the Mi-
nori\y.’
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in which lord Chathamhad refused to engage.
8till, however, he was _your friend: and you are
vet to explain to the world, why you consented to
act without him: or why, after - uniting with lord
Rockingham, you deserted and betrayed him.
You complained that no measures‘were taken to
satisfy your patron; and that your friend, Mr.
Wilkes, who had suffered'so much for the party,
had been“abandoned to his fate. They have since
contributed, not a little, to your present plentitude
ot powery yet, I think, lord Chatham has less
reason than ever to be satisfied: and, as for Mr.
Wilkes; it 18, perhaps, the greatest misfortune
of his life, that you should have so many compen-
sations to make in the closet for your former
friendship with him. Your gracious master un-
derstands your character, and makes youa perse-
cutor bgeause you have been a friend.

Lord Chatham formed his last administration
upon prineiples which you'certainly coneurred in,
or you could never havebeen placed at the head
of the treasury. By deserting those principles, or
by acting dircet contradiction to them, in which
he found you were sccretly supported in the closet,
you soon forced him to leave you to yourself, and |
to withdraw his name from an administration :
which had been formed on the credit of it. You'
had then a prospect of friendships better suited to;
your genius, and more likely to fix your disposi-*
tion. Marriage is the point on which every rake
is stationary at last: and truly, my lord, you may
well be weary of the circuit you have taken; for
you have now fairly travelled through every sign
in the political zodiac, from the scorpion, in which

s
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