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St. MaT. xxvii 2s

Then anfiver'd all the people, and faid,
bis bloud be on ys and on our children,

S long as this miferable Natién continu'd un-
der that accurfed Rebellion which broughe
our Roval Martyr to the block : Solong it

continw'd ftupify'd by the greatnels of its Sin, and
infenfible of Bloud-guiltine(s, or the Vengeance of
God which always followsit. The Rebels swent on
dayly adding Sin to Sin, with as quiet and uncon-
concern'd Confciences, asif they had bin treading in
the plain way of their Duty, and the Bloud of their
Soveraign had bin an acceptable Sacrifice to the

Lord.

But when o Miraculous and even Vifible Provi-
dence of God, out of the rubbifh of Confufion had
B 1a18°d
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rais’d again the Orderly, Regular, and Beautiful
Fabrick of our Ancient Conftirution both of Church
and State : a Senfe of God and Religion arofe up
with it, the Sinsof the Nation could be na longer
look'd upon without Dread and Horrour ; and the
piety of the Parliament thought nothing le{s thanan
Annual day of Humiliation throughout the King-
dom, fufficient to teftifte our forrow and deprecate
the wrath of God for fo much guilt as the Bloud of
this Day had lay'd upoo us.

And there {eems to be the particalar hand of Pro-
vidence in difpofing and ordering things fo, that
this precions bloud fhould be {pit'd op the very
Day when by our Kalendar the Second Leflon was
in courle this Chapter of St. Mathew, which contains
the Hiftory of our Savioars Crucifixion. Whatcould
be more proper. to arm that Pions Prince with pati-
ence againft the Cruelty of his Bloudy Subjecs, than
to be put in mind juft before his death ; that his
Lord and Malfter, even the Saviour of the World,
endur'd greater indignitys and a (harper death from
the hands of his Own Crearures > And what can
give Us a qnicker and deeper Sence of Gods wrath
tor the Spiliing of Innccent Bloud, than a Reflettion
on thole heavy Jadgments which fell npon the Jews
for the Bloud of their Mefliah 2 And tho’ the Divi-
nity of Chrift forbids any comparifon between him
and th: perfon of our Martyr, tho’ a King and a
moft Virtuons and Pious Man : yet their Sofftrings
were attended with too many of the fame Circtum-
ftances, to be either hid or deny'd. Antecedent
lyes and calumnies prepar’d the people for tumultu-
ous outcryes againd thew, and after innumerable

indigni-
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indignitys from the Scum of the World, they werc
brought as Criminals before Tribunals who were a-
bove thc reach of any Earthly Judicature 5 there
were they Both by falfe accufations Condemn’d as
Malefaltors, and Executed accoidingly with the
fame Infamy. :

But the punifhment of the Jews indeed far ex-
ceeded the Vengeance which ever was or will be
pour'd out on any other Nation : for when God’s
time was come to reckon with them, the Diwinity of
their Meffzab {o fully difcover'd to them by Prophe-
cys, declar’d by Himfelf, and confirm’d by his Do-
Crine and Miracles 5 was brought into the Acconnt :
and hence it 1s that tho near 1700 years are {ince run
out,they arc as far from having made Satisfaltion to
the Divine Jultice as ever, and the Rod of God is
{111l vifibly over then.

Little did the People imagine what it was they
call'd for upon themfelves and their pofterity, whes
they &l anfwer'd and faid, bis Blond be on Us and onr
Children, But they had fhut their eyes againft the
the clearelt evidence, it was time therefore for God
“to give them over to themfelves, (which inScripeure
Jlanguage is to barden then) and let them unreftrain’d
‘purfue the dictares of their blind and furious malice 5
which they did in oppofition to the repeated endea-
vours of the Roman Governour to fzve Fefur. Pi-
late was fenfible of his Innocence and #hat for Envy
they had deliver'd bim, v. 18, and had reafon to hope
it would be a very likely means to fave him, if ac.
cording to the cultome of relealing aPrifoner co the
Jews at the Paffover, he pitch’d upon-only Barabhas,
k2 2
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a Notorious Robber, to propofe with Jefusto their
choice, v. t7. DBut the Chief Pricfls und Elders per-

Swaded the muliitude, that they (hould askh Barabbas

and deftroy Fefus, v. 20. and with noife and ] :mour
prevail'd with Pilate againft his confcience to com-

ply fearing a turnle y but he wali'd his hands firft be-

fore the multitude, faping, 1 am innocent of the blond

of this Fuft Perfore 5 fee yetoit. . 24. Which terms
they very readily accepted of, crying out, Let it be
fo 5 whatever guilt there may be in purting him to
death, let it lye upon Us and our Pofterity : his
Blond be ox Us and osn onr €hildren.

From which words I fhall take occafion to pro-

ceed in my following difcourfe on thefe three Heads,
Witos

1ft, 1(hall obfervethata Nation may be properly
and traely guilty of Sin, as well as a Single Pes-
{on, and coniequently lyable to Gods wrath,

2ly, 1 thall enquire what it is which renders 2
Nation properly and truly guilty of Sin.

aly, 1 {hall enquire when we may have f{uflicient
reafon to believe that God has forgiven a National
Sin.

And then with fome Application of what fhail
have bin {aid, [ fhall conclude.

1ft, T thall obferve that 2 Nation ma[y be properly
and truely guilty of fin, 15 wellas a fingle perfon,
and confequently 1yable to Gods wrath,

By
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By a Nation I do not mean all the Individuals o
which it 18 cotupos’d feparately as f{uch, but Colle.
Ctivelv as united in Civil Society, and form’d intc:
onz Pody Politick, by which means an whole Na.
tion or People in a Legal Senfe becomes one Single
Perfon, and confequentty is as capabie o Moral A-
{rions as any Individoal. The World is properly
and truly One Large Kingdom of which God is the
fole Lord and Goveraour, and the {everal Kingdoms
and States in it are {o many fmall Corporations inde-
pendant of each other as to their own Municipal

Laws by which they are {eparately Govern’d : Bu: -

nearly related as parts of the Same Great Empire, tc
the Laws of which they areall equally Subject.- And
as in -thefe particular States, the leffer and fubordi-
nate Bodys Folitick are anfwerable for going beyond
the Powers granted them by their Charter, and doing

any thing contrary to the Laws of the Land 5 and -

punifhable fomerimes (as the Nature of the Crime

may be ) in the Perfons of thofe that A, a5

well as in their Politick Capacity 5 but chiefly in
the latter, by pecuniary Mulcts, or perhaps the dif
folution of the Body : So the Grand States and
Governments in the World, tnall their Actions are
oblig’d to have regard to the Laws of their Great
Soveraign, and keep {tritly vo his Eternal rules of
Piety, Juftice and Equity; which if they tranfgrefs,
they are as lyable to punifhment as Individuals 3
with thisonly difference that Individuals are Corre-
&ed only with Judgments in chis life in order to

their amendment, their final punithment upon their -

impenitence being referv'd to the next : But the Sen-

tence againft offending Nations muft be always Exe-
cated



6

A Sermon Preached before the

cuted in This World; becaufe they have no Ex-
iftence any where els,

This is 2 Truch {o evident, that wherever there
has bin any Sence of Religion and Morality, tho
in Nations wholly given up to Idolatry, the belief
of it has prevail'd : and not only the Jewith Hi-
ftory, which s little more than an Hiftory of the
Virtues and Sins of That People, and the dealings
of God with them accordingly ; buc the Hiftory of
all Nations affords a demonflration, that as God is
Governour of it, fo he do’s iz Righteonfnefs Fudg

the World and the Peaple with Equity.

Except the Sacred, no Hiftory gives a more clear
proof of this matter than the Roman : where we
have an account of a People which arofe from  as
defpicable a beginning as any Natioa upon Earth,
to the greaceft pitch of grandeur the world ever
knew 5 and this purely by Gods bleffing on their
rigid Virtue and {tri&t Piety. They err’d indeed
in the Obje& of their worfhip, but on this fcore
they were upon the level with their Neighbours,
having a great advantage of them ia the Serioufne(s
and Conftancy of that, tho their miltaken, devo-
tion s elpecially upon all public enterprifes. And
when all Moral Virtues were {uperadded 5 as Tem-
perance, Frugality, Patience, ¥uf't'rce, Mercy, and
Gradeude ¢ ‘twould have bin no hard matter to fore-
{ee on which fide Providence thould incline, when
they .contended with the Softnefs and Luxury of
the Afiaticks, the Perfidy of the Africans, or Both
in the Greeks. And 'tis very remarkable that of
all their Conqueils, thole were obtain’d with moft

difficulty



Honourable Houfe of Commons.

difficulty where they encounter’d Enemys who ap-
proaci’d neareft to them in Virtue, as the Gauls

and Germans: as their own Hiltorians have ob-
ferv'd.

But we need not have recourfe to particular in-
ttances of Gods Ruling Providence over the King-
doms of this World 5 for we find them all at one
time or other under public Calamitys, which pre-
{fuppofe fome Nattonal Sin commitred, all Evil be-
ing the punifhment and confequence of it. For as
Cod by his Vindiltive Juftice is oblig'd to punifh
Sin, {o by bis Diftributive Juftice he is concern’d
to reward Virtue, which when it cannot be done
in a Future State muft be done in This World :
from whence it evidently follows, that if any Na-
tton could be found Innocent and perfeltly free
from National Sins, it would be in all things hap-
py and profperous; but Experience affording us
no {uch in{tance, we mult conclude thar all Na-
tions are guilty of Sin, as well as all Private
Perfons. '

Having thus (as I hope) {uffitiently made good
my obfervation in the firlt place, wiz. thata Nation
may be properly and truely Guilty of Sin as well as
a Private perfon, and confequentdy lyable to Gods
wrath : ] proceed

aly, To enquire what it is which renders a Na-
tion properly and truely Guilty of Sin. All Sin
being a tranfgreflion of the Law, two things are
neceflary to be confider'd in order to an{wer this
en-
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enquiry 5 1ft, What Laws a Nation is oblig'd to

pay Obedience to, and 2ly, What it is which makes
an Alt to be a National Aft.

uft, We are to confider what Laws a Nation is
obligd to pay Obedience to: and they are two-
fold 5 the Laws of God, their Supreme Lord and
Governour, and their Own Laws @ whenever any
Nation tran{grefleth in cither cafe, That Nation is
guilty of Sin. To tranfgrefs the Law of God will
be allow’d on all hands to be a Sin ; but then the
Maxims which fome Politictans lay down, and the
Praltice of moft Governments, {eem to tell us that
it is not well agreed what the Law of God is in
relation to States and Bodys Politick. They give
us too much reafon to imagine that in Their opi-
nion there are Differenc rules for che condult of

Private perfons, and the adminiftration of Govern-
ment.

Sincerity and Juftice are undeniably allow’d to be
the indifpenfible duty of Individuals 3 but the Re-
ver{e of thofe Virtues is fometimes efteem’d the Cha-
racter of an Able Statefinan, and the neceflary Pru-
dence of a Wile Government. To deludea Neigh-
bour Nation with Counterfeic Pretences into Articles
of Peace and Alliance, with a fix’d Relolution not
to keep them, feem to be look’d upon as Art and
Management 5 when the fame dealing between Man
and Man, would not fail ro be call’d by its Right
name, that is, 7rick and Knavery. No body que-
{tions but Private perfons are oblig'd not to do Evil
that Good may come of it 5 but when Sufus Populi

Suprenma
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Suprema Lex vras fet up as a Maxime of State, all
the Laws of God (we know) as occaflion requir’d
were made to give way to it : and Robbery, Bloud
and Sacrilege were look’d upon as Godly means, if
they feemi’d to move towards that great End.  Gra-
titude is 2 duty of great obligation and efteem a-
mong private perions, and in truth not fo much
Generofity as {trit Jultice : But this {eems too Low
a Virtae for Kingdomes and Mighty States to Stoop
to 5 'tis an acknowledgment of an obligation, and
that implies fome want, fome weaknels and imper-
fection, which Pride forbids on any account to be
own’d. Hence it is that true Service and inviolable
fidelity are ulually look’d upon at Beft but the dull
performance of Duty 3 but poffibly attributed to
no better a Principle than Cowardice, and re-
warded accordingly with contempt : while the
bold daring Oppofer is Carefs'd with the Smiles
of a Court, and by Preferments paid for his Afe

fronts.

But if the book of God be confuited, we fhall
find no flattery of Kings and Princes in it 5 no In-
dulgence to their Ambition, Difpenfation with their
Integrity, or Exemption from any of thofe Laws by
which the meane{t of their Subjets are bound :
That their Elevation here is no more than what the
Neceflity of Government requires, but that as they
fhall dye like Men, they thall be judg'd like Men
alfo, that is, by the Uniform and Tmmutable Laws
of God 5 and that the Juftice which is the Duty of
Private perfons is the fame Righteoufnefs that exalieth

a Nation.

C Bur
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But befides the Laws of God, every Nation is
bound by its Own Laws, and 1o A& by any other
meafures is a Sin 5 bue for this reafon indeed, be.
caufe every breach of thofe Laws includes in it a
tranfaceflion of the Divine, it being an Offence a-
gain{t Truth and Juftice. The Civil Laws of a
Country are of the nature of Articles of Agree-
ment between the Rulers and their Subjefts; Du-
ty and Obedience is fecurd on one hand; and on
the other Proteftion in Civil Righes, if the Subjedt
breaks his part of the Covenaat (as I may call it}
his punithment is at hand, and if the Supreme
Power breaks his, his punifbment is no lefs cer-
tain tho more remote 3 for he is guilty before God,
who is His Ruler, tho it 15 impoflible he Gould be
accoumtable for it in hisown Dominions, for that

would infera power Superiour to the Supreme,which
is a flat contradidtion.

So much for the Laws to which a Nation is ob-
lig'd to pay obedience.

We are 21y to confider what ir is which makes an
At, a National Act 5 and then ir will plainly ap-
pear what it is which renders a Nation properly and
truely guilty of Sin. A Nation beinga Body Poli-
tick, and in a Legal Sence a fingle Perfon, (as was
obferv’d) nothing can be a Naticnal A, bue what
15 a Perfonal A& of the Body Politick. The A-
Ctions of Individuals as fuch, are only theirown ;
and whether good or bad, are in no wife to be a-
frib’'d to the Nation, any farther than as the Go-

yernment
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vernment by wholefome Laws and a due Execution
of them, may be an Inftrumental canfe of the Vir-
tues 5 or by Negligence and Remifnefs of Difcipline

the Encourager of the Sins of the People, But all -

Ads of the Governing Power, whether Legillative
or Executive are the true and proper Als of the
Nation : and when the firmer alts contrary to the
Laws of God, or the lutter either to thofe or the
Laws of the Land, the Nation is guilty of Sin and
lyable to punifbment ; how far {oever Many, or the
greater part of the Subjelts, may be from affent-
ing to or approving of it : they are parts of the
Body Politick, and muft neceffarily thare with it in
its profperity or adverfity, tho’ they were not per-
{onally concern’d in deferving either.

Thus we have feen in general what it is which
renders a Nation properlyand truely guilty of Sin :
but before I leave this matter, it may be convenient
to be a little more particular.  For the Sins of Na-
tions no lefs than thofe of Private Perfons, are fub-
jelt to great Variety in the different Degreesof their
malignity : being greater or lefs according to the
feveral Circumftances which may attend them, or
the Share the Will had in bringing them forth ;
from the Principles and Caufes from whence they
{pring, or the Effe@s and Confequences which may
ollow after them. Manis a frail Creature, weak
in his Will, and blind in his Underftanding 5 the
violence of temptation may over-power, or the
fuddennefs of it {urprife him : he may fall into
Sin through involuntary errour and miftake, or if
it be involuntary in its caufe (as for want of will

C: o



12

A Sermon Preached Lefore the

to be rightdy inform'd) ’tis far from being of that
deep Dye, as a Sin committed with the more Imme.
diate and Deliberate confent of the Will. A Sin
may f{pring from Principles and Caufes in them-
felves good, bue not rightly dicelted by the rules
of our Duty: as when a Man out of a difpofition
defirous to oblige and uawilling to give offence,
faffers himfelf o0 be drawn into any f{inful com-
pliance ; how different is this from thofe Sins whick
proceed {rom Malice and Revenge, an earneft de-
fire of Offending and Hurting, and a deliberae
Refolution of doing all the mifchief we cap »
The Confequences of fome Sins terminate in the
perfon of the Sinner, or havebut a very final] or
diftant influence on ovr Neighbour or the Pubiic
but fare thofe Sins which in the very nature of them
imply an Injury to other perfons, draw them in to
be partakers of our guilt, or tend to corrupt their
Morals 5 that actually difturb the public prace and
unity, or have a tendency towards it, contract a
much greater guilt. Thus alfo it is in National
3ins 5 Some of them have {o much of human frail-
ty, and fo little of the perverfenefs of the Will,
{pringing from gcod Intentions, but miftaken Judg-
ment : others may be of little moment as to Public
Wezl, committed through inadvertency , and fo
harmlefs in their confequences 5 that we may be-
lieve God looks upen them with an eye of pity
and compaflion, a5 Avowing our frame and remense
bring that we are but duff.  Some again there are of
a more Scarlet Complexion, which may arife from
a Supine Negligence i a Government, 1nd Thar
owing (0 an indifference s to all Principles of

Victae
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Virtue and Piety : others may preceed directlv
from the pravity and obftinacy of the Will, and
draw after them a train of fatal confequences
not only forefeen bur defign’d. Thefe are they
which kindle Gods wrath, and caufe him to zale
bare bis Arm and prepare for Vengeance, But a-
bove all when any indignity is offer'd to himfelfs
all Sins indeed are an affront to the Divine Majefty,
being a contempt of his Laws and Autority : but
{fome over and above have a nearer relation to him-
felf, and aie realiy Perfonal afironts 3 as robbing
him of that Honour which is peculiarly his due,
or giving it to a Creature 5 Sacrilege, or invadihg
his Property 5 and a profanation of things made
facred by a dedication of them to his Service. In
thefe cafes God (as I may fay) is more than ordi-
narily Tender, for fo he is pleas’d to exprefs himfelf,
when he tells us that on this account he is a Jealows
God. And Thele or the like were the Chief caufes
of moft of thofe Judgments upon the Jews which
we read of in Holy Writ,

Bdt as in private Perfons there are Sins of Omif-
fion as well as Commiflion 3 fo a Kingdom is not
only guilty of Sin by an Unlawful A, but by
giving way to the growth of Wickednels and Im-
piety by a remils Government ; by not providing
wholefome Laws for the reftraining Vice and Im-
morality, or want of the due Execution of them,
as was hinted before  Sin as it was monltrovs and
unnatural in its birch, fo its growth and encreafe is
not by the common methods of improvement ;
but it thrives faftelt by neglelt, an multiplicg:

mo

13
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moft in thofe Soils which have the lealt Culrure.
But as an Husbandman by neglet of tillage is as
much che Caufe of thole weeds and thiftles which
incumber his grouud, as he would have bin of
that good corn which by his coft and labour might
have grown upon it, and (iall reap the jult froies
of his lazinefs in beggary and wanr: fo a General
depravation of Manners in any people dos not lay
the Pardicular Sinners Only under guile, but the
Negligent Government alfo, in whoie lazy arms it
hasbin ours’'d and cherif’'d.  Any Enormous Crime
al{o, tho’ but of a few, encourag'd by Impunity,
is Chargeable on the Government, and becomesaSin
ef the Nation, 1 proceed

3ly, To enquire when we may have f{ufficient
reafon to believe that God has forgiven a National
Sin. We are not now {peaking of thofe lefler Sins,
which may be committed through frailty, errour,

or inadvertency, and are pardon’d by a General re.

pentance : but of thole of a greater magnitude,
which require a Particular and very Expre(s repen-
tance. Aad in judging when fuch a Sinis par-
don'd, we are not to be guided by any length of
time or number of years which may have pafs'd
fince the Commiffion of it, but by the Truth and
Sincerity of the Repentance for it ; without which
Sin mult and will be punifh'd, but God is not tyed
up to a prefent execution, being certainly at liberty
to take his own time. And there may be many
reafons given why in moft cafes Judgment thould
not be poured out upon a Nation in baft, but de-
lay’d for fuch a competent time as fhall feem beft to

the
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the Wildom of God. He is concern’d in all Events
in the Wotld, which he difpofes and brings about
always for fome wile ends and purpofes. It is evi-
dent therefore that the moft proper {ealon for God’s
Vengeance ona Nation, is at that time when it may
moft appofitely fall in with, and affi{t in the ac-
complithing fome other Ends of Providence: and
when this will be God Almighty only is the Judg.
Befides, if punifhments were fo {peedily inflitted on
the Guilty, there would be no time given for re-
pentance by which Gods wrath might be appeas'd,
and bis Judgments averted ; God would loofe the
Glory of his long fuffering and forbearance, and
might {eem of toco Angry a Nature, whereas a Delay
adds a lufler even to the Brighteflt of Gods At-
tributes, his Goodnels and Mercy 3 and feems to
tell us that notwithitanding his hatred of Sin, yet
he has a compaffion for the Sinner, and cannot pro-
ceed to AfHlict his Creatures without {ome Reluctance.
To all this we may add, that thofe Delays which
may {eem long to us, are not {o to that Eternal
Being. Be not ignorant Belowed, fays St. Peter, of
this one thing, that onc day is with the Lord as a thou-
Jand years, and a thoufand years as ome day. The
Lord is not flack concerning his promife, as fome men
count flackncfs, but is long-fuffering to ws-ward, not
willing that any fhould perifh, but that all fhould come
10 repentance. 2 8t. Pet. 3. 8, 5.

The Julgment on the Jews for crucifying their
Meflizh was not the lels to be expefted for being
deferr’d till moft of thole were probably in their
Graves, who cry’d out, Crucify gim, Crucify him :

nor
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nor are they now ere the more pardon’d for the pu-
nithment they have already undergone, or the 1700
years which have almoft pals'd fince the Fact ; be-
caufe their Tmpenitence is of the {fame continuance:
tor ’tis not any tralt of time, but Repentance
only which can blot our Sins out of Gods Me-
mory. We canuot therefore have any reafon to
believe God has forgiven a National Sin, ’dill we
have fufficient reafon to believe the Nation has
effeCtually Repented of it. And of this we mult
judg by the fame rules as of our own Private
Repentance 5 which we are fure is not fincere till
the Amendment is evident. Now an Amendment
do’s not only imply an abftaining from the com-
miffion of That Sin any longer, but an hatred and
deteftation of it in our minds ; an endeavour to
get the maftery of thofe Appetites and Paffions
which formerly drew us into it and anavoid-
ing all thofe temptations and fnares which may
poflibly lead us inta a Relapfe. When we are
fenfible of this Change in us, wemay have an hum-

ble affurance that our Repentance is True, and our
Sin pardon’d.

The Application of what has bin faid con-
cerning Private Repentance, to a Public Natio-
nal Repentance 3 will find its more proper place
in the General Application of what has bin
fiid, to the Melancholly occalion of this days

Affembly : For which T now beg your parti-
ence.

By
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By what has been faid | humbly prefume it
has appear’d, that a Nation may be properly and
truely guilty of Sin, as well as a Private Perfon,
and confequently lyable to punithment ; as allo
what it is which readers a2 Sin properly Natio~
nal ; and when we may have jult realon to be-
lieve thae God has pardon’d it. By which on This
Occafion we are naturally led to two things which,
to a Soul truly Chriftian that has an awfu] fear
of the Divine Majefty and a juft Dread of his
Wrath, will afford but very uncomfortable Medi-
tations ; I mean a view of our $in and our Re-
pentance.

Qur Sin is of fo New and Singular a Nature, {o
repugnant to the common fenfe of Mankind, and
to the Laws of all Nations as well as thofe of
God : that had Fame brought only the News of
it from the moft Remote and Barbarous corner of
the Earth 5 it would have (truck us with Aftonilh~
ment and Horrour, Premeditated Murder is che
higheft pitch of wickedne(s, the moft Confum-
mate Villain is able to arrive at. He muft have
foft all remorfe of Confcience, all fenfe of Good
and Evil, either believe there is no God or elfe de-
fy him, and be divelted even of his Humanity too,
before he can fo much as even deliberate with
himfz1f about it. But in the cafe before us, this
was not all 3 here was no Common man affaflina-
ted in Secret by the hand of fome Audacious Vil-
lain, or Murder bought for a Sacrifice to private
Revenge : bnt a King is the Perfon flain, and a
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Nation his Murderer. Royal Majefty is led forth
in Public from his own Palace to the Scafold ,
and his Sacred Head feverd from his body, by
the Infamous hands of an Executioner. And this
done by the calm and deliberate Counfels, pur-
{uant to a Sentence upon a long and formal Try-
al; and at the Command of thofe men who by
the Laws of God and their Country, and by their
Oaths, ow’d him all Duty and Obedience ; from
whom his Piety and Virtues cail'd for the high-
elt degree of Refpet and Honour, And his
Patherly Tendernefs and Affetion for his Peo-

ple did in Juftice require Suitable Returns of
Love.

Here was a Sin in the highe{t deégree Nario-
nal and Wilful, being the Solemn and Deliberate
Al of the Power which at that time Govern'd :
{o that no Nation could ever poflibly be more
truely and properly guilty of Sin: than this was.
But then if we confider the fteps that led to it,
and the neceflary and unavoidable confequences of
it, we fhall find it attended with the highelt ag-
gravations : Treafon and Rebellion led the way,
and Ruine follow'd after. An Army was rais'd
againlt him, but pretended to be rays’d by his
Autority and for his Safety ; thus did Rebellion
indeed appear- in a difguife, but {uch an one as
made it more remarkably Impudent. And in
order to f{trengthen their Arms, the Affe(tions of
his Subjelts were to be Alienated from him s
which his Goodnefs and Virtues made Impoffibie
by any other. means, than moflt malitious Calum-
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nies and notorious Lyes. When his Reputation
was thus muarderd firlt, and weaken'd and de-
fencele(s he fell into their hands, his Bloud was
thought the Only Security for their Ulurp'd
Autority , and New-gaird Pofleflions. But as
yet even in this height of Wickednels thefe Par-
ricides afham’d to own Themfelves Rebels 5 for
a pretence to take away s Life, and cover
Their own Sin 3 with equal impudence and abfur-
dity, turn’d the Treafon upon their King, and
for That try'd condemn’d and executed hum.
This fa&t could be attended with no lefs than
the utter overthrow of our Ancient and Excei-
lent Confticution : and accordingly in the troom
of the belt Temper'd Monarchy there fucceeded
nothing but Anarchy and Contufion ; the Na.
tion Feverith and Diftemper'd rolf'd about from
one form of Government to another, but could
find reft in none. Thus alfo in the room of
the moft Primitive Church, arofe up an infinite
number of wild and ‘extravagant Seftarys, all of
them ferving God fevetally in their own ways, I
confefs, but none of them iz His, The Church
was a perfect Babel, having as great a diverfity of
Opinions , as that had of Languages : which
ferv’d here no lefs ¢o confound the common bu-
finefs, and fruftrated all their endeavours to come
at any firm Settlement either in Church or State.
No ; that was to be done only by the hand of
God, who Alone can bring Order out of Con-
fufion : and when he was pleas’d to blefs us
with a Sertiement again, it is to be obfervd,
that neither did his Wifdom direft, nor his

D2 Good-



20

A Sermon Preached before the

CGoodnefs move him, to give us any ocher than our
Old one.

I know there are too many who look upon
thefe things only as old and worn-out Storys,
which the world has bin troubled with too long
already, and ought now ro be forgot 3 nor can
I reflect without blufhes on the Cold or Foreign
difcourfes which of late Years have bin deliverd
on This Day from {ome of our own Pulpits, and
before very Auguft Affemblys. As if by fome
New Light the Errour of the Church and Par-
Jiament had been difcoverd, who thought the
Nation under Guile by che bloud of their Lord
and King; or elfe they had bin well affurd

an A€t of Indempnity had pafsd in Heaven
for jt. ,

It were to be will'd indeed, that it might be
forgot both in Heaven and Earth ; for the He-
nouyr as well as Profperity of the Nation : but
fear it will not be fafe for 2s to forget it, ’till

we are very fure G O D will remember it no
more.

And the only ground for fuch an Affurance
(as was obferv’d) is a fincere Repentance 5 which
is not to be eftimated by any folemn fhew of De-
votion, unlels accompany’d with Fruits meet for
Repentance, If abftaining from the A&t of a Sin
might be {nfhicient to denominate us Penitents, it
would be hard in this cafe not to be fo 5 for
This fact, as it was the Firt {o, ‘tis to be hoP’ﬁ

twi
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‘twill be the Laft «of the kind., But a true Peni-
tent doszs not cnlv forbear the A&, bue has an
hearty Abhorrence and Deteftation of his Sin, fup-
preffes the leaft degree of Approbation of it in
his breaft ; flyes all Temptations that may lead
him into it again, and endeavours to the utmoft
to {ubdue and conquer thofe FLufts and Paflions
which over-rul’d his Will in the committing it.
Thefe are of the very Effence of fincere Repen-
tarce in Private Perfons, all Men will allow s
and I kpow no differenice between That, and the
Public  Repewtance of a Nation. Not to Repeat
the Sin, will not fuffice ; there muft be a juft
Hatred of it, a fear of Gods Judgments, all ne-
ceffary caution againft it for the future ; and to
that end, all the Roots from whence it fprung
are to be grudb’d up, and all the ways that Jed
to it ftoppd ; of which I know not how to give
? b(;:tter Inftance than the Cafe before us will af-
ord.

‘The Sin is the barbarons Murder of our King,
accomplifh’d by a moft wicked and vnnatural Re-
bellion : now Notody will fay this Kingdom
has fhew'd it felf fufficiently Penitent by not mur-
dering any of their Kings Since, but every body
will Judg of it by the Signs and Tokens above-
mention'd.  If this Kingdem (for example) has an
hearty Abhorrence and Deteftation of that Sin for
which we now mourn , If it Abominates al} thoie
Rebellious Principles that led to ir 3 If by excn-
plary Punifhments It exprefles a Juft Indignation
againft All who publickly Aber 2nd [ ftify the
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Regicides, or by Impious Mock-Feafts on this Day
ridicule the Piety of our Anceftors, and affront the
Autority by which this Falt is enjoyn'd 3 If it dif-
courages to its utmolt the fame Fadtion, and on no
terms will Truft them with any of that Power which
they once fo wickedly Abus'd 5 If it gratefully re-
turns Protection to thofe Laws which endeavour to
defend our Conflitution, and guards them againit
the Infults of men of Profligate Coniciences, who
by Hypocrify at the Altar would climb up into
power to pull down the Church 5 If all tllegal Se-
minarys of Schifim and Sedition be difcountenanc’d,
and all the Caution that is poflible be taken to fence
again{t the Inveterate Malice, and all Lawful means
usd to weaken the Power of the Known and
Profefs’d Enemnys of our Conftitution : If all this
(1 {ay) be done, there is no doubt but qur Public
Repentance is Sincere. God will moft certainly
Accept our Prayers accompany’d with {uch True
Sorrow and Amendment 5 and not only Forgive
our Sin, but Bles us with the happy fruits of fuch
a Rerurnto our Daty. Our Councils will be fteady
and united, All Aiming at one Cominon End, the
Public Good. All the caufes of Divifion will be
Rooted up 5 there will be no ground of Jealoufy on
One hand, becaufe no room for Defign on the O-
ther ; the Monarchy and the Church will be Un-
diftarb’d ; and Confcientious Diflenters Quiet, ac-
countable only to God for their Separation. The
Virwes of our Martyr'd Soveraign will Securelyadorn
the Crown in the Perfon of his Royal Grand-
Dauoghter 5 and our Excellent Queen will long re-
joyce in the Peace and Profperiiy of her People at
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home, and 2broad be a Support to her Allyes and a
Terrowr to her Enemies.

Now that we may be {o Blefs'd, and that we may
kuow in this our Day the things which belong unto our
Peace, before they arc bid from our Eyes, God of his
Infinite Mercy grant for the fake of our Bleffed Re-
deemer, Jefus Chrilt our Lord : to whom with the
Father and Holy Ghott, three Perfons ant One God ;
be all Honour and Glory, Might, Majelty and Do~
minion for ever and ever. Amen.
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