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agreeably to law, or againft law., The only queftion is, whether
they can, in any refpect, be brought to anfwer for it, dut by due
courfe of law ?  And confequently, whether they can be paffed
upon and condemned, until they be proved guilty of a crime ?

Tuz tenure by which all commiffions are held in this State,
1s for the fpace of one year. Confequently, during that term,
every officer has an intereft, a kind of eftate, infeparably annexed
to his appointment. To be divefted of which, he muft either
neglect, mifufe, or abufe his truft, fo as to work a forfeiture.
This neglect, mifufe, and abufe, include queftions of fat, which
muft appear, either by the confeffion of the party, or by proof,
~ before the forfeiture can be declared. But how can the fadts
appear to be true or falfe, without an impartial and candid exa-
mination ! And how can fuch examination take place until the
falts or charges are particularly ftated, and the party accufed have
an opportunity of making defence, in fuch way as-he fhall deem
moft beneficial to himfelf {—Suppofe he fhould deny. the fadte,
he muft certainly be prefumed innocent till the contrary appear,
How fhall the contrary appear, but by producing evidence, oral
or written *~If oral, hath he not a right to crofs-examine the
witneffes, to difqualify them, or produce others to difprove their
teltimony, either by deftroying their credibility, or proving fome
other propofitien totally inconfiftent with that afferted by them ?
—Or, if the evidence be written, hath he not a right to fuggeft
and eftablifh alteration, diminution, or even forgery itfelf ?—In
fhort, can there exift, in_contemplation of law, the poffibility of
.an-ageufation, that cannot be controverted, and proved to be
-groundlefs | .

. ,Dnﬁ the Judges hold their commiffions dauring the pleafure
-of the General Affembly, then indeed they might be removed
-without ‘the formalities of a trial. But, even in that cafe, the

exercife of fo high a prerogative, without fome kind of fuggeftion
and proof, would be deemed injurious and oppreflive. In the
prefent cafe, however, wherein the Judges cannot be molefted,
- but by being- called to anfwer for fome crime, by .due courfe of

law, thwere is ot even a fuggeflion that they have intentionally
: *' - departed
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departed from the line of their duty. Then ‘are they fecured in
heir pofts, during the term of their appointment, in as facred a
manner as the property of any individual is guarded againft the
encroachments of a Tapacious neighbour,

Taey ftand upen the firm ground of retitude and indepen.-
dence. If-any man hath any accufation to exhibit, et him come
Hforth :—Let him produce the lift of his charges ;——they are Willing
t0 meet him. But they will meet him only "wpon due ‘and legaf
procefs, and before a Court lawfully qualified to try them. - Should
00 fuch accufation be made, what remains but that the Judges
be immediately difcharged from any farther atcendance upon this

Affembly 2

Smovrp they be impeached, I pledge tyfelf to thew, thatthey
cannot be tried by this Honourable Affembly, But if a cone
trary fentiment thould prevail, I muft requeft time, till the next
feflion, to be prepared with arguments and authorities, {p efta-
blifh a dotrine fo important 1n its confequences, Permit me;
‘however, for the prefent, to-obferve, '

Tuar 18 Efigland the Judges are appointed by the King, as
the Supreme Executive. Their ‘commiffions are during good
bebavionr ; and therefore they are not triable by the King, but
by the Parhament only, and upon impeachment. Were they to
be tried by the King, who appoints them, their judgments might
be influenced by his authority ; and fo the channels -of juftice
would be corrupted. Befides, the King 15 the party accufing,
and confequently cannot be the Judge. For the very act of
complaining, prefuppoles an opinion that the party comphined
of is gutlty. Hence it is that the Grand Jurors, who make pre-
fentment, are difqualified ultimately to decide upen the faé.

In this State the judges are appointed by both Houfes of

Affembly, 1n 2 Grand Committee. In this refpect; they refem-
ble the King ; and therefore cannot try the Judges upon a cri-
minal charge. In the prefent inftance, both Houfes of Affem-
bly ere the perty complaining ; in this refpet alfo, they rei‘cgi-

| H ¢
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ble the King, and {o cannot be the triers. For, with deference-
to .the Legiflators prefent, there may be an Affembly, whofe
interefted views might induce them to eftablith. fyftems . totally
fubverfive of the conititution, and of political as:well as civil
liberty, To effect which, the Supreme Judiciary mult be the
creatures of their power ; ‘and fuch creatures they would ‘finally

be, were the Judges to.be appointed, accufed; and. tried by.them. .

Ler the human heart, and, as I have the honour of addrefling
myfelf to fome who profefs and even attempt to teach the doc-
trines of Chriftianity, the confcience alfo, be confulted upon this.
queftion !—Should not the parties hitigant be equally indifferent
to the Judge, who is to decide upon their controverly 2—Why
is 1t that jurors may be challenged, and removed,, for favour,
but that the mind thould be perfectly unbiafied, and open to the
reception of truth P——Why, like Ceefar’s wife, Thould they be
incapable of. being {ufpeted, unlefs that the parties themfelves.
might feel a perfect confidence in their Judges 2~Can that con-
~ fidence be placed upon this occafion 2—Hath not the matter-
been taken up rather in a political than a juridical point of
view !—I1 do not affert ; but hath it not been determined, in 2.
convention of part of the members, to remove the Judges, and
appoint others who will execure, at all events, the penal acts f——.
Hath not one town in particular. proceeded fo far, as-to inftruét
its Deputies to ufe their-utmott influence in bringing the Judges.
to punithment 2—Can thefe members be confidered as imparrial
triers ?—Is it poffible to fuppole; but that the influence of . their -
conftituents will have fomie weight in forming their opinion ?— .
Can they be objected to, as having prejudged the caufe P~-If
they.cannot, is- there not a moral certainty of condemnation ?

If they can, will not the objection be fo far extended, as to prevent
the poffibility of a legal. decifion 2. .

Be entreated therefore, O ve guardians and prote@ors of the -
people, fertoufly to refledt vj:on the magnitude of the prefent
queftion, and the iinporrant events that may refult from your
determination 1———¢ The Grear Judge of all the earth, can He
do wrung 2"=Of beings rauoual, He requires the ¢ bears.”—

And.
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And’ ¢ as a man belicveth in his corfiicnee, fo is he 1P—Submit
then to the heavenly fiandard I And, as the Judges have acquit-
ted themfelves conferenzionfiy, n the i ho of God and man, add
to the general plaudit, which fhall waft their names upon the
wings of immortal fame, o the lateft-poftericy !

Tur claim and demana of the, judges, as {tated in their me-
morial, and enforced by their countel, were followed by a con-
cife, but rational debate, 1n which the fury of paflion, excepting
tn one or two inflances, {urrendered to ccol reflection, and pre-
pared the way for vindicaung the honour of the law, and the
dignity of the State. In vain did any endeavour to recall the
mind to a predetermined refolution | Truth, ¢ which 15 lodged
in a fecret corner of the hearty” exerted her gentle ipfluence,
while prejudice and malice retired abafhed |

A motron was made by an honouiable member, feconded,
and agreed to, that the opinian of the Attorney-Gengral be taken,
and ‘the fentiments of the other profeflional gentlemen requefted,
whether conftitutionally; and agreeably to law, the Geperal Af-
fernbly can fufpend,. or remove from office, the Juages. of. the
Supreme Judiciary Court, without a previous charge and {tate-
ment of criminality; due procefs, trial, and convition thereon ?

Mz. Channing, the Attorney-General; obferved, that- as. it
was at all times his.duty;. fo- he derived a peculiar pleafure 1n
rendering to the Hon: the Legiflature, evéry legal affiftance in
his power~=—That he attended the trial upon the information,
without any bias or partiality upon his mind ; and was happy 1n
the convition, that the whole condué of the Judges, upon that
interefting occafion, demonftrated: the greateft:candour and up-
rightnefs ; and, according: to his private opinion; their determi- .
nation was conformable to the principles of: conftitutional law,—
But; be their judgment agreeably to law or not; confident he
was, that there would be a fatal intesruption, if not annihilation
to. government, if they could be\fufpended, or removed from
office, -for a.mere matter of opiniony without a-charge:of crimi-
nality,<=How that charge fhould-be preferred and condu&cd,dh_(ﬁl

H 2 '
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did not prefume to decide, as 1t might poffibly be the fubject
matter of an after qucﬁlon, and was not contained in the prefent

order.

Tue Honourable Mr. Bradford informed the Houfe, that he
was not prefent at the trial in Newport, nor had he attended to the
proceedings of the Legiflature refpecting the Judges, excepting fo
far as related to the: citation, and the memorial upon the table:
~That 6l then, he never doubted but the General Affembly
were vefted with conftitutional authority to try and remove any
officer by them appointed, for any mai-practices in his-office ; but
that from the obfervationy that had been made, he very much
doubted the propriety of his former opinion :—That one potnt,
however, was clear and certain, that as the Judges were commif-
fioned and {warn for the term-of a year, they could not be deprived
of their powers during that term, but by regular impeachment,
in which the charges againit them muft be particularly ftated ;
trial, 10 which they would have an undoubted right for time to
prepare their defence, and to be heard:by counfel ; and-condem.
‘nation, upon full prools of the charges :—That in the proceed-
ings now before the Houfe, there was not a-charge,.or the appear-
ance of one, againft the Court, to which they could, 1n apy man-
ner, be held to anfwer :—That.he was really aftonifhed, that fo
much tine fhould be taken up in needlefs enquiries, and fruielefs
altercations !~——That - he had been honoured with a.feat, in.one ot
other of the Houfes of the Aflembly,. for upwards of thirty years,
and could not reccllet a period, in which harmony and unanimi-
ty were more effentially wanting than at the prefent time :—That:
the people of this State had been well soverned:; that they had. been.
an happy people, and might ftill be as. happy as any on earth, if
all party -contentions. could be-laid afide, and every one frive to.
footh the cares, and heal the wounds, of his neighbours '——He
befought, he entreated the members to embrace the prefent mo--
ment, in which there feemed to be a-{pirit of conciliagion, toput
an end to-all further contentions among themfelves, but what
might arife for the fake of information L--And as they regarded
the | honour, the peace, and the fafety of the State, that they would:

difcharge the Judges fm’n any farther attendance, and apply:
themfelves.
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themfelves in earneft, and with one mind, to fuch meafures as
would render-them happy at home, and refpectable abroad,~—

Mg, Helme remarked, that the fubjeét was new, and he was
not fully prepared to give an opinion,.—But that, at prefent, he
inclined to think, that therewas no conftitutional-law by which
the queftion could be folved :—That therefore it muft be tn the
breaft of the General Aflembly to point out the mode of trial by
an act for that purpofe, fhould a trial be thought neceffary.:—
That 1f they fhould proceed to try the Judges, “either by them-
felves, or a Court to be fpecially appointed for that purpofe, they
muft caufe them firflt ro be impeached, and ftate the falts parti-
cularly upon which the impeachment is founded :—That the
common law will direct in the manner of procefs; and fhould
they be found guilty, they cannot be removed from their office
but by a bill, in nature of a bill of attainder, which muft pafs both:
Houfes, and be enated inta a law.

Mr. Goodwin fpoke with efegance, and fully acquiefced in the
opinions already given, that no fentence could be paffed againft
the Judges, but by regular procefs, in which a fpecification of
the charges 1s eﬁtntlally requifite.——Ee was diffufively . elo-
quent, enlarged upon the fubjet, and concluded by obferving,
that he had given his fentiments without referve, and had thought
with freedon before he gave them.

Tue two profeffional Gentlemen in the Houfe, the Ho-
nourable Mr, Marchant, and Mr. Bourne, confirmed the fenti-
ments of their brethren, in the leading points,. by a mafterly dif-
play of legal talents.—— :

TuE only queftion remaining was, whether the Judges fhould
be difcharged from any further attendance upon the General Af-
fembly, as no accufation appeared againft them ?~~The queltion
was put, and decided by a very great majority, © that as the
Judges are not charged with any criminality in rendering the judg-
ment, upon the information, Trevett againft Weeden, they are
therefore difcharged from any further attendance upon this Al-
fembly, on thataccount.”

APPENDIX.



APPENDI XL

'TH,E following are the penal alts referred to'in the preceding tiialz - -
! . + i

State of Rnope-IsLaND and PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS.
~In GENERAL ASSEMBLY, May Seffion, 1786,
W'H ],'}RE.'A S from a variety of caufes, political and niercantile, the curréndy

of 11ii§' State now in circuldtion has become altogethier infuffivient in point of
‘quahtity for the purpofes of trade and commerce, and for paying the juft debts of the
inhabnants thereof : Therefore, to eftablith a circulating wmedium, upon the firmeit and
molt equitable principles that may‘be, and for facilitating that interchange of property {o
effential to a commercial State, and 2 pevple circumflanced as are the inhabitants of this
State: Be it Lnafled by this General Affemlly, and by the Autherity ibeveof it is hereby
Enafied, " T'hat One Hundred Thoufund Peunds, lawful wouey, be }{;r!hwith emitted in
bills of paper; and ldaned on'the credit of clear landed real eftates, double the.value of
shic faid bills fo loaned:to be pledged tn fuch real eftafes : That the aforefaid fum be ap-
portioned to the city of Newport, and the feveral towns in this State, agreeable to the
apportionment of the Jaft ‘State tax, and be delivered to two Troftees of the faid city, and
each of the faid town's, who are to -be chafen and appointed by this General Affembly,
for the. pyrpole ofirecetving and loaning out the faid bills to the frecholders of the faid
city, and-the fail towns tiey Mall reprefent': That each freeholder fhall have and re-
ceive of the fuid Trufteesy after theapportionment of the faid fum, an‘equal part of fuch
apportionment, he giving fecurity agreeable to this alt: And that the faid fum of One
Hundred Thouland Pounds be paid into the Grand Committee’s Ofnce, within and at
the expiration of fourteen years from the tinte of emitting the fame,

AND. be.itifarther Enafled by the Authority aforefaid, That Meffieurs Eljah Cobb,
‘of Portfinouth, Neéhemiah IThight, of Craniton, Jonathan J, Hazard, of Charleftown;
- Job Comitodk, of Ealt-Greenwicl, and Samuel Allen, of Barrington; he a Grand Com.
mittee for the purpofes herein mentioned, who fhall keep a public office in the faid city
of Newport; and all neceflary expences of the faid office fhall be paul out of the Gaenes
ral-Treafury of this State : That Thomas Rumreill, Efq; be appointed Keeper of the
faid:Grand-Committee’s Oftice, t receive and fafely to keep-all the deeds, bonds, and
other papers, that fhall be given the Trultees of the faid city and the'faid towns, by the
individudls ‘ds aforefaid, for the mduey Joaned as aforefaid, - And that the following
perfonis: be appointed the faid Truftees, to;wit: Newporr, Mefiieurs Thomgs Freebody,
anth Nicholas Eafton : Provideuce, Meflicurs James Arnold,. and George Olney: Portf-
mouth, Mellicurs William ‘Antliony, jun, and ‘Williain "Hall': Warwick; Meflieurs
Thomas Héldery -and ‘Othniel Gorton: Welterly, Mefficurs Chriftopher Babcock, and
Jofeph Ci';mg!ull}.z New:Shoreham, Mefficurs John Sands; and: Caleb Littleheld @ North-
Kingftowy, Meflieurs William 'Hammond, and George Thomas (Son of - Samuel) -
‘Somh-Kidgtown Meflieurs - Stéphetr- Halzard, add ' Saniudl Poteers Eaﬁ-Glﬁnmch',

e effteuis
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Mefheurs Jofeph Fry, and Benjamin Tillinghaft :. Jameftown, Meflieurs.John Gardner,.
and Rowland Robinfon : Smithfield, Mefficurs Jolin'Sajles, and Andrew Watermap :
Sciinate, Meflieurs Jufiah Colwell, and John Harris ¢ Gloucelter, Meflieurs John Sntith,
(Sun of Benjamin) and Stephen Winlor i, Charleftown, Meflieurs Jofeph Stanton, jun.
-and Benjamin Hoxfie, jun, Weft-Greenwich, Meflisors Thomas Joflin, ‘and Gidéon
Waite ;. Coventry, Meflieurs William Burlingame, and Jeremiah' Feuner : Exetel,
M.ihcurs George Pierce, and Joleph Reynolds, jun. Middlétown, Meffieurs Thomas
Copgevall; and John Gould @ Biittol, Meflieurs Nathaniel Fales, .and Shearjathub

'‘Bowrne s Tiverton, Meflieurs Walter Cooke, "and’ Abraham Barker ¢ Littl'e-,Comp:unr

Miffieuss Nathaniel Searle, and Perez Richmond : Warren, Me¢fhicurs Witliany T+ Mil-

ler, and Dumel Cole : Cumberland, Mefiieurs Juhn 8, Dexter, and John Laplam
Richmond, Meflievrs James Sheldon, and Thomas James : Cranfton, Mellieurs Ste-
phen Kmght, and Stephen Sprague : Hopkinton, Meflieurs Abel Tanner, and Randall.
Wells ; Jobniton, Meflieurs Abrahant Belknap,  and, Andrew ‘Harris ¢ North-Provi-
dence, Mcflieurs Stephen Jenckes, and Hope ‘Angell ¢ Barriugton, Mtfiieurs Jufiah.
Humphry, and Nathontel Martin ;- Yofter, Meflieurs’ John' Weltcott; -and ‘Nehemiah,
Angell, * S

AN D be it_further Enalled by the Authority aforefaid, ‘That the individuals of the-
faid aity, and the (everal towns of this State, who fhall receive bills as afurefaid:of the-
faid Tiuftees, fhall pay an interelt of four per‘centum per annumy into the General-
Trealury of this State, annually, for the term of feven years from their having received
the faid bills, and for the laft feven years that no interéft be paid : And that one feventh
part of the afurefaid fum of One Hundred Thoufand-Pounds :be'paid into the Grand.
Committee’s Office aforefuid, in feven equal annual payments, during the 13ft feven years.
of the faid fourteen years, and be confumed with fire. |

AN D be it further Enated by the Authority aferefaid, That the faid Elijah Cobb, Ne-
hemiah Knight, Jonathan ], Hazard, Job Comftock, and Samuel Allen, be 2 Commit-
tee to {ign, divide, and cau'e to be printed, the aforefaid fum of One Hundred Thou-
fand Pounds, into bills of tonvenient fums and denominations, ' not to exceed Three
Pounds, and not lef(s than Sixpence; and to make fuch checks and devices, for the pre-
venting of ajtering and counterfeiting the fame, as to them may {eem meet: That three
atleaft of the faid Committee fign every bill of T'wenty Shillings and upwards, and that
two at ealt fign evéry bill of a lefs denomination: And that Meflieurs Williamn Borden,
and Thomas Freebody, beand they are hereby appointed to fuperintend the prefs, at the-
printing of the faid bills. | " m

AN D beit further Enailed by the Authority aforefaid, That the freeholders or indivi. -
‘duals stor€laid, to receiving bills of the faid Truftees, fhall mortgage real eftates in dou-
‘ble the value of the bills {o received (the faid Truftees having no regard to the woed or
timber growing on the land, but to the real land only) and alfo the faid feven years-in-
terelt arifing upon the fame, at the rate of four per centwn per annum, as aforefaid, to
- the Keeper of the {aid Grand Committee’s Office, for the ufe of the Siate ; and alfo fhall
give [even bonds for the principal fum of the faid bills, in equal apportionments, and al-
fo feven bonds, in equal fums, for the intereft arifing upon the fame in the term of feven
yrais, as atorelaid, 1o the General-Treatuier, which laft mentioned bonds fhall be deli-
vered by the faid Truftees to the Gencral-Treafurer of this State, for the recovery of the
fad aunual inteedt, . |

AND be it furiber Enaffed, That the faid Thuftees of the faid citv, and the feveral
towus, and allo i [aid Keeper of the aforefaid Grand Commuttee’s Office, thall be du
Iy engaged, before a Juftice of the Superior Court, for the difcharge of their truft, and -
fhall give good dnd futlicient bends 10 the Genesale Trealurer of tuis State, dor the tru;.

* an i
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“and faithful difcharge of their feveral trufts, in double the fum received by the faid teul.
13¢5, and the f2id Keeper every year in double the fum, aunually ta be brought into the -
“Iad Grand Committec’s Ofice : And as tie faid Truflees hail cary in thewr proportions
to the faid Grand Commuttee’s Othee, they fhall receive of the Keeper of the Tiid Jffice a
“certificate, which fhall authorize the General-Treafurer to cancel the {wd "Trultees®

“bonds, upon their producing the fame.

AND beit further Enadled, That the billsfo to be emitted thall be of the following
“form and tenor, to it : |

State of Rhode-Ifiand, &c.
TR 'I-S'rb;” is egual to in lawful filorr money, and fhall be veezived in all pay-
ments within this State, agreeableso an alt paffed by the General Affembly of (aid State, at
tbeir May feffions, bolden at tbe city of Neavport, A.D. 1756,

Death to coeunterfeit,

. AND beit further Enalled by the Authority aforejaid, That the {aid bidls when efait-
‘ted fhall be a good and lawful tender, for the complete payment and final difcharge of
‘all debts now due and contra&ted, and that may hereafter become dueand be contraded,
and for the final and full difcharge of all fines and forfeitures, judgments and executions,
now had, become due, ard recovered, of every and any nature and Kufd whatfvever,
within this Stary.

AND be it further Enadted by the Authority aforefaid, That if auy creditor or eredit-
ors, their lawful agent or attorney, fhall vefule to 1eceive any of the afovefaid bills, in
difcharge of any debt or demand, then and in that cafe it fhall and may be lawful for the
faid debtor to make application toa Juftice of the Superior Court of Judicature, &c. o
to amy Jultice of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas, of the ‘county wherein {aid debt-
or lives, oris refident ; and the faid.Juftice upon Tuch application thall grant Gitation in

the fellowing manner, to wit:

State of Rhode-Ifland, &c.

To the Sheriff of the county of - bis Deputy, or fo cither of the Tinvm or Cify
Serjeants, or Conflubles, grecting. |

- C1TE A.B.of, Bc. (or bis altorney, or agent, as thé cafe may be) creditor to C. 1,
to appear-before me the fubferiber, one of the Fufticesof the  Gourt at viy
dwelling-boufe, in ten days fromthe fervice heréof, fo receivve the fum of {awful
money, lodged with me, by the. Jaid C. D. debtor to the Jaid A. B, being the principal and
antereft due upon a note (bond, account, mortgage, judgment of Court, &c¢. as the cafe may
B2) upon the penalty of the laav in fuch cafe made and provided ; and make true velurn of
this citation, with your doings théreon, in three days from:be date herédf.

WiicH citation is o he {erved by the officer perfonally upon the creditor, or his agent,
or attorney, or in cafe of abfence by leaving an attefted copy of the fame at the credit-
ar’s, his agent's or attorney’s faft and ulual place of refidence, or abode. And in cafe
the {aid ¢reditor, his agent, or attorncy, after having had fuch netice, does not appear,
agreeable to the faid citation, the faid Juftice thall give a certificate exprefling the lodg-
aing of the faid money ; and the faid lodgment (hall be deemed a {ufficient tender. for eve-
5y purpofe whentioned in this &, whichfaid certificate fhall be of the following tenor

10 wit ; ' ‘
| State
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State ¢f Rhade-lﬂaﬁd, 8ccs

‘TO &l whom it may concern mmKnonw g, that C. D, of, . on the diy of
ot 'my dwelling-boufe at lodged awith me the fum of pounds, laawful mensp,
being in full of the principal and interefl of afum of money due from the faid C.D. 10 A. g .
of, Bc.  That the fasd C.D. hathinall refpedls complied avith the law refpefing the paper
currency; and that the faid A. B, (or kis agent, or atterney, as the cafe may be) bath been
legally and duly notified theveof.

ARp if the fuid ereditor, his agsnt, or attorney, does not apply for the faid fum of
money {o tendered "and lodged i the time aforefaid, the faid Juitice fhali-caufe the faid
tender or lodgment to be notiked and publiflied in 51} the news-papers in this-State for
the term of three weeks, the expence of which publicatiom, and all other expences of the
faid proctfs, fhall be-defiayed out of the money fo lodged: That the faid ceytificate thail
be a (ufhcient plea in bar to all aird every aftion and ations thatthall or may be brought
for the recovery of money folodged and tendered, and fhall forever operate 2s a dilcharge
and a bona fide payment of the faid debt, in all and every Court and Courts having jurif-
didtion in this State : That the {aid Juttice fhall keep and have a fair record of all his
afls and doings touching the premifes, and fhall have the fame fees for his fervices as are

now allowed by law for fummofes, copies, fc. And that if the{aid creditory kis ageut,
‘or alto fhall not within the fpace of the iaid three moiths ¢all foror demand the faid
fum {o tendeced or lodged, the fame fhall be forever forfeit to and for the-ufe of this
State, and fhall be paid by the faid JuRice mto the General-Treafury accordingly.

AND beit further Enalled by the Authority aforefaid, That if any perfon fhall coun-
%erfeit or alter any bill, with dengn ta augment the valae thercof, and be thereof legally
‘convified at the Superior Court GF Judicature, Court of Affize, &c. in this State, ke, fhe
or they, o oftending, Mall {vffer the pains of death, without benefit of clergy.

A frue Cofiy -
Witnefs, HENRY W ARD, Seretary.

" SR

State of Ruope-IsLanp, ‘&@e.
In GENERAL ASSEMBLY, Junc Sefiion, A.D. 1736,

Ay A8 in Addition 1o and Amendment of an A8 made and paffed by the General Af-
Jombly of this State, at ther laft May Sefion at Newport, for emutting the Sum of
Oue Hundred Thoufand Pounds.

XYHEREAS it 15 highly neceflary, and:of the laft and moft important confe
W quence 10 the government of all States, that the proceedings of the Legifla.
¢ure be held in high-ettimation, and the moft facred regard ; and that'the law when
promulgated be Reictly adhered to, and punttually and moft religioufly obeyed.

Anp whereas it is of the greateft moment, that the aforefaid emiffion of. Oue Hune.
@red Thoufand Pounds, which will have the greateft tendency of any thing within the
wifdoge of this Legiflature to quiet the minds and to alleviate the ditheffed fituation and
circumitances of the good citizens of this State, fhould be kept in good ciedit 5 and that
the {ame fhould be a currency equal in value to coined guld and filver: And whereas
varicus attempts have been made by a certain chfs of men, who, tidm miflaken prin-

iples, fuppofc the faid cusrency to be injurions to their intcreh, and from aw inclina-
| tion -
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" tion to render invalid:fuch laws and regulations of this Aflembly, as may not-quadyate -
with their intereft, judgment and opinion of things, and for many other caufes, which,
if permitted. to exift, will fupport a power in this. State counter to the authority. chéfen .
and appoinsed by the fuffrages of_tl}e free people thiereof, and fubverfive of thofe laws |
and principles upon which tlm;hﬁappl.n,e‘fs, welfare and fafety, of the people depend,

Tueeerork, Beit Enalted by this General Affembly, and by the Authority' thereaf it s
bereby Enafted, “T'hat any. perion or perfons, who fhall hereafter.refufe to take the biils
of credit of the aforefaid emiflion of One Huandred Thoufand Pounds, in exchynge for
any article or articles, which he, fhe or they, may have for and cxpofe to fale, agreeable
to and for the value mentioned on the face of the faid bills, or fhall, by making 1wo .
prices for his, her or their goods, a filver-money. fefs than a paper-money price, or fhall .
make any difference in bartering or exchanging his, her or their guods, in affixing a
value to his, her or their goods, between the paper bills aforefzid, and the goods fo to .
he exchanged, or fhail, by any overt alt, or overt alls, of his, her or their own,, or by
his, her or their direftions, to any perfon or perfons alting for or under him, her or them,
or to any perfon or perfons over whom he, fhe or they, may have influence, or by any
ways, means or manner, what{oever, or howloever, tend to depreciate, difcourage the .
pafling or difcountenance the bills.of credit aforefaid, or.in any degree to leflen the true
value of the fame, or by any ways or means whatfoever to invalidate, weaken or make
void the aét afore alluded to, for emitting the aforefaid One Hupdred Thoufand Pounds,
he, the or they, fo offending, fhall, upon due conviftion thereof, for the firft offence, be-
fore any Court of: General Seflions of the Peace in this State, or the Superior Court of -
Judicature, Court of Aflize and General Gaol-Delivery, forfeit and pay the fum’of One
Hundred Pounds, lawful money, one moiety of the fame to and for the ule of the perfon
who fhall inform of and appear to profecute the fame, and.ihe other moiety to be paid

imto the General- Trealury of this State - And whatfoever perfon or perfons fhall be
coovifted, as aforefaid, of a fecond oficnce, as aforesaid, he or they fo offending fhall be
rendered incapable and unfit to elelt, or to be ele€ted, to auy othee of honour, truft or -
profit, within this State ; aud alfo, he, fhe or they, fo offending a fecond time, fhall for-

feit an;\;’pn}' the fum of One Hundred Pounds, lavrful money, to be recovered and appro-..
priated has aforefaid.

O RD E R E D, That this a% be publithed in all the news-papers in this State. |
A true Copy

e\

Witnefs, HENRY W.ARD, Sercary,,.

State of RHopE-IsLaND, &¢ o o

in GENERAL ASSEMBLY, efpecially convened. at the City of Neaw-..
port, Augufl 22, 1786, L

An AR, 1in Addition to and Amendment of an Adl, entituled, ¢ An A& in Addition to and :
Amendment of an Acky made ana paffed by this Affembly, at their Seffian holden at Neaw-

porty in May laft, for emitting ihe Sum of One Hundred Thoufand Pounds, in ;Blﬂl.r of -

public Credit,” o ! | -
HEREAS itisau ctablithed maxim in legiflation, and :ought tﬁ beﬁr.i&;ly

¥ and mott pun&ually «ineied toin «ll .wife governments, that procefs, upon the .

breach of penal laws be imm. rate, znd the penalty be inflifted or exatted diretly con. .

fequent upon convelion ; and that the ufaal and ftacd methods and times of h(o:ldmg ,

‘ ourts .
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Goutts within this State are impradticable, inexpedient, gnd inapplicable.to the true'in~
tent and meaning of the faid adt, and altogether infufficient to cavry into effelt the good
purpofes of this Legiflature, touching the fame, . L .

THEREFORE, Be it Enalled by this General Affembly, and by the Authority thereof it
is, bereby Enalled, That the mode of procedure, and the method of 1aw iprocefs, apaifift
any perfon. or perfons wha fhail be guilly of a breach of the aforefaid adt,. or any part
thereof, fo.that fuch perfon or perfons would thereby be fubjeft-.to the penalty of the

ame, thall be.as followeth, to wit : ‘That the:complainant thall .apply. to either of the
Judges of the Superior Court of Judicature, &c. within this State, or to either of the
Judges of the kauferior Court of Common Pleas, within the county.ivhere. fuch offentg
ihall be committed, and lodge his certain informaton, which fhall be iffued by the faig .
Judge in the following form, to wit: ‘ S A

fl- BE itremembered, that A.B. of - i the county of © “avho,"as avell for the Go-
wernor and Company of the State of Rbode-Ifland asld Predndénce Plantations-as for bimfelf,
doth profecute, comeih before me C.D. one of the Fuftices of'the - Court - the. &
dayof  imthe  yearof  in bis proper perfon iy and, ascwell for the.faid Gowdr-
ngr and Company as for bimfelf, giveth me ani the faid '+ Tourt to_underfiand and be .
informed, that | E. ¥, of ~  inthecounty of ©  on the' . -dayof - . .in the.year
aforefaid, at  aforefaid, in the county aforefaid, not réigardingthe laws .dand flatutes
of the faid State, but the fame intending to bréak, make void and duul; abith: force and
arms (bere infert the offence, avith legal precifion) againft the forniof thes fntute in that
cafe made and provided : Whereupon the aforefaid A, B. as awell jor the [aid Gowernor
and Company as for limfelf, prayeil the. adwice of the faid - Court in the premifes ; and.:
that the aforefaid E. F. may forfeit the fum of . 7 accordiig 1o the form .of the fatute
oforefaid 5" and that he the fame A. B. may havve one moiety thereof, according to the jorm

of the flatute aforefaid ; and alfo, that the aftrefaid E. F. may come before the  Court,

10 be efpecially convened at in three days from the date heieof, 10 anfaver concerning
the premifes. P A
. . |
" 1

- AND hereupon the faid Judge fhall command to ‘the faid E;F.* thatall- other- things
omitted, he be in his proper perfon at the faid Cohutt, for'the faid county,to be efpecially
couvened on the, dayof. at  toanfwer as well to the {did Govérnor and -Com-
pany as to the faid A.B. who, as well for the faid-Govérnor and Company as for him.
felf, doth profecute of and concerning the premifes ; and further to do and receive what
the faid Court fhall confider in this behalf. "All which fhall be figned and fealed by
the faid Judge, and direfted to the Sheriff or his'Députy of the. county: where the dffend.-
er Jives or may be found ; and the faid Sheriff or his Deputy fhall ferve the fame agree-
able to law, and make return forthwith ; and that the faid Judge, immediately upon his . .
iffuing the fumne, appoint a place for the holding faid Cowtt, and give notification in
writing to all the other Judges of faid Court, of the time and place of holding the fame 5
and that the faid Judge, {o applied to as aforefaid, take good and fufficient bonds.of the . -
aforefaid A.B. the complainant, for the payment of all Jawful coft that may accrue, pro- .
vided faid complaint fhould be difmifled as groundiefs, or fhould not be profecuted to .
effelt : Provided, however, that the offence againtt faid afk be tried in the county where |
fugh oflence thall be committed.. )

A N D beit further Enalled by the Authority aforefaid, 'That the faid Court, when fo
convened, thali proceed to the tnal of faid offender ; and they are hereby authorized fo .
to do, without any jury, by a majority of the Judges prefent, according to the laws of the
Jand, and to make adjudication and determination ; and that three members be fuficient -
to conftitute a Court; and that the judgment of the Court, if againft the offender fo com-
plained of, be forthwith complied with, or that he #and’ committed to the county gaol .
where the faid Court may be fitting, till fentence bs performed, T

HAT .
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Tuat ne somplainaut ar informer be admitted as 2 competent witnefs to fipport his
saformation, and that the {2id judgment of faid Court fhall be final and concturive, and
fiom which theve fhall be no appeal ; and in faid procefs no effoin, prowtticn 1. uege
or injunction, fhall be in anywife piayed, granted, or allowed. '

A N D beit furiber Enafted, That thelegal mode of carrying the aforerecited - Jnto
exccution fhall be in force fully and completely, for every purpofe thevein meaties - <0d
contained, until all offences acainft the fame which have been commirted or cor ™ 10
of, and which may be commitied and complained of, until the expiration of ten ¢+ s ar-
ey the sifing of this Allembly, may be fully heard, tried and determined 5 any 1oz in
#his a8 to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding.

AND beit further Enalled by the Autbority aforefaid, That whotfuever polon or
perfous fhall be duly convited as aforetiid, by the Courtatuict «d, of any or < iver of
thie offences in the att aforerecited onumerated, mentioned snd expiefled, fhai. for the
Arft offence forfeit and pay as a fine not lefs than-the fum of Six Pounds, Jawful woney,
and not exceeding the {um of Thirty Pounds, at the dilcretion vt the Court 5 one mojory
thereof to and for the ule of the perfon who fhall informn of and appear to profucute the
-fame, and the other moiety to be paid into the General- Trealtny of thts State ; and that
the offender fo convidted pay.all cofts of profecution and conviftion 5 and alfo he, fhe or
they, fo offending again, for every after offence, upon due conviftion theveot, thall forfeit
and pay not lefs than, Ten Pounds, and not exceeding ¥itty Pounds, law‘ul money, 1o

At recovered and appropriated agrecable to this adl.

In the Loaver-Houfe, Augufl 26, 1736.
RESOLVED, That the preceding bill pals as an 2& of this Affembly.
Voted, &c, ‘B. ‘bourNEg, Clerk.

Jn the Upper-Houfe.
. "Reap the fame day and concurred, withthefe amendments, that the Secretary caufe
the faid att to be publifhed in the Newport and Providence news-papers :~—And that na
complaint of information fhall be received by any of the Juftices of the faid Courts, that
is not made in. due form, according to this act, within ten days after the offence fhall be

committed, Futed and pajjed. .
By Order, H, SHERBURNE, Beputy-Secretary,

In the Lower Henfe.

Tuz amendments read and concurred,
By Order, B, BOURNE, Glerk,



