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SHORT HINTS upon LEVELLING,
EXTRACTED FROM
Dy, VINCENT’s DISCOURSE, on MY 13, 1792,

ADVERTISEMENT.

T will prcbably occur to the Reader, upnn perufal of the
following pages, that waen poverty is fiated as an evil
of neceflity, the remedy of the evil pught to be: found, not
in the will of mar, but in the ordinance of law. The
Author is aware of the ¢bjiction, and begs leave to obviate
it, by remarking, that the moral part of the argument was
his fole concern ; it was for this reaton that he bas confi-
dered even the poor laws not as a lepal injunction, but as
an inftitution derived from the difpofizion of the people.
T'here is no palitical cure for poverty but the encourage-
ment of induftry.  T'bis is a point thoroughly underftoor
by the Leg:flature, and provided for by the law. In this
view, every drawback and bounty, cvery protecting duty,
every regulation of the corn trade, and cvery wiliftance
given to the ftheries, ought to be 1egarded as poliical cha-

rity, tending to promote induftry, and to find ﬂmpl::)ymﬁ;nt
of
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for the peaple.  The principles on which this fyflem 1s
founded, may be traced in the following pages; the {yftem
itrelf is left to be developed by thofe, whofe bulinefs is po-
Jitical refearch.

A plain arqument may produce its effelt by duc atten-
tion to arrangement and perfpicuity ; and if, among the
numerous publications of the prefent day, directed to the
famc objedt, thefe Hints fhall in any degree contribute to
promote peace, {fubordination, brotherly love, and Chriftian
charity, no apology is requifite for obtruding on the Pub-
lic the fentiments of an individual.

W

ALL Hiftory and all expericnce prove, that wherever So-
ciety exiits, there nuft exift a clafs of poor. Thofe
who deny the neciffary exiftence of fuch a clafs, who aferc
that the gifts of Nature and the bounties of Providence are
common to all, intend no cood to the poor themfelves,
but mean to excite difcontent and tumult, and ufe the poor
as an infirument in an attack meditated upsn the rich.
Now whatever produces convulfion in a State, tends not
to diminiih, but 10 creafe the number of the poor.

But it the poor confiler poverty as an evil, it will be
both @ moral and a frcial duty to teach the poor themfelves,
that st is an evil they {uffer—not frem the nature of the
Covernment they live under—-not fiom any fyltem of op-
pretion planned by their fuperiors---not frcm want of
geod laws or regulations, but from the conftitution of fo-
ciety 5 and that however it is the object and the interelt of
every coud Guvernment to wlicvizte poverty, all attempts to
eradicate it, tend finally to the diflolution of fociety, and
net to the removal of the evil.

Aud it the cvil is without remedy, fome philofophers,
perbaps, may be rafh enou:h to aflert that {ociety ougntto
be difloived. But to this we cannot aflent, becaufe a
ftate of nature, for onc cyvil it removes, induces athoufand
giorc noxious <nd more deftructive; it does not better the
condition of the poor, but defiroys all the other clafles in
the community; it does not relieve the poor from oppref-
{iun, but deprives them of protection and fupport.

There s in falt no fuch thing as a ftate of nature, nor
cver was,  [he paflions of man, his wants, defires, hopes,
and rears, all reelaim againft it: favage life is only one
ftep indeed removed from it, and that ftate .which ap-
proaches towards it, s nyiferable exaétly in proportion to
1ts approach.  The véry béggar in fociety, if he has no
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property, has a life to lofe, and that is prote@ed; but if
focicty is diflolved, there is no law but force. A flate of
natuse is a ftate of war®,

It is in vain to argue this, becaufe it is what 1o rational
man will difallow 5 but if it is once granted that fociety is
neceflary for man, we mufl take it with all the evils that
attend it; and if thole evils are of neceffity, they ought to
occaflon no more repining at the courfe of the moral and
political world, than ftorms and tempefls, difeafe and
peftilence, caufe in the ordinary courfe of nature,

It is not my.intention to proncunce, that poverty is not
an evil ; for though it 15 a cood when compared with the
miferics of f{avage life, it is an evilatlealt by comparifon,
when put in competition with the bleffings thofe enjoy who
are pollefled of rank, dignity, and fortune,

I.  Granting, however, that it is an evil, let us next
confider the means of alleviating it; and this has employed
the minds of the wifeft and beft men in all ages, Philofo-
phy and Religion exhort us to reftrain our wants within
the limits of our circumftances; and in truth, wherever
this can be effeCted, it produces a real happinefs which
cven the rich feldom enjoy.  But as the great body of man-
kind is not actuated by motives of this fort, and few inany
rank are capable of refinement {o cxalted, we muft come to
the praétice of mankind inftead of fentiment, and examine
the plans which have been propofed to remedy the evil.

1. One of the moft {pecious {chemes produced for this
purpofe, 1s an equal divifion of land; and there is nothing
that at firft fight appears fo pleafing to the people, {o juit,
znd rational.  Itis, however, in fat dciufive to the higheft
degree ; for at the {ame time it excites envy, malevolence,
ind all the wor{t paflions of the human breaft, 1t 1s a rob-
bery on the rich, and no real relief to the poar.

This experiment has becn tried in more inftances than
one, but has conftantly failed in the execution, or event;
nor can it ever anfwer, tilt you can make every portion of
land equal in value as well as extent, and every pofleflor
equal in talents, induftry, and virtue.

[f we can {uppofe a whole people entering upon a new-
difcovered country without inhabitants, it is the only in-

* The nations which appronch nearcft to a flate of nature, are the Ames
rican Indians and New Zealanders, and of both it may be {sid, their hand ie
azainft every man, and every man’s hand againft them, They not only flay
their enemics, but eat thern ; and Liftory informs us this always was the

s2fe i fimilar circumftances,
A2 ftance
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flance we can énd, in which fuch an allotment could take
place, confiftently with juftice’; and this in{tance has not
yet occurred in the hiftory of mankind.

2. A fecond inftznce, which has occurred too frequent-
ly, is, where a conquering naticn has divided the lands of
the conquered : the injuflice here is to the conquered only;
amony the corquerors, allis equal, fair, and juft. In this
fituation were the [fraelites, when they divided the Tand of
Canzan. But if we fuppofe that after this divifion was
once made, it continued o prevent, or {erved to eradicate
poverty, we have rexd our Bible very imperfelily; for
Mofes ceclares in expicls worcs, thatthe poor fhould never
ceafz out of tie land,

3. A third inflance is, where, in 3 country long efta-
blithed, 2nd whore 2il the inequalities of property have al-
readv taken plice, an astempt has bern made to appolnt &
neve duvafion, to firi - the rick, and sive an equal portion
1o evary indivicual of th: commumty. |

I his attempr Las been male in teveral countries, but
excent in one inltence vwas nover caried into execution
in tazt inflance trdeed tne e.ent coirefponded to the de-
fizn of the ie:.fator who err{ted it; but the delign 1tfeilf
“:as fau:t:,', and the pie.n ol §ﬂ~.rcrnn':n‘:nt it pmd,uced CGuld
not ferve zs o model for any cther nation upon earth,  Fi-
gure 10 vouricives a nation of warriors without agriculture,
arts, commeree, oo manufacture, and you wiil fee that
fuch a people could nec exift without flaves to till the [oil.
Figure to yourtelves a military clafs of citizens ruling over
a pipulace of {laves #, and thofe flaves + feven times the
number of their -mafters; and you may then form fome
concezpiion of that State which hiftery holds upto us as a
pattern of equality, as ihe pride of Greece, and the admi-
ration of mankind.

In this cafe the equality of the free citizens generated of
neceffity a clals of flzves; and if the experiment were tried
at this day 1o anv nztion of Europe, though {lavery might
not be the confequence, there is no rafhnefs in affirming

that fomething woife would follow than poverty with all
Ats evils. -

¥ The Helets of Urcedzrion «were net, properly freaking,-the flaves of
tndradesls, barof the publie, thouzb doubtlefs many of them were domelti-
eated,  Bui the juit idea of Yelotifm is a nation of flaves under a nation of
varnors.  Thz Pensfe of Thelily vrere in the fame condition,
1 1iake this cfumate from the number of Helots who attended the Lace-
€zmonian army at the battle of Platza, There is much reafon to” believe

that the difproponticn was {ar greawr,
‘The
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The poor, perhaps, ofour own country, when they look
up to the immoderate wealth of fom= irdividuale, and fee
the manner in which that wealth is too fiequently mifufed,
naturally conge.ve that a more cqual diflribution of pro-
perty would be mor: confiftent with jultice, and the cer-
tain means of relieving their own wants ; but if the expe-
riment were t.ied, either by a new Jivifion of land, or mo-
ney, the refult would not be rclief, but difappointment.

For if we were to eftimatz the inhabitants of England at’
ten ¥ millions, and divide theland equally among them, it
amounts by a very ealy computation to lefs thin fouracres
a man. duppole then every individual poffefled of fuch an
cftate, how is he to cultivate it ? If he has been an artifan,
he 1s ignorant of the means: if he has been an hufband-
man bzfore, he knows it will not fupport the oxen for his
plough : he cannot hire affiltants, for all are mafters; he
cannot hire or borrow cattle, for all are as unable to main-
tain them as him{clf, He mult dig and fow and reap
with bhis own hands; he muft fubmit to the primeval
curfe of Adam ; all the remedies of this curfe, which the
experience of fix thoufand years has difcoverzd, muft be
thrown away, and he muft fit down juft where Adam
began. In the mean time if all are hufbandmen, where is
the manufalturer to clothe him? where 1s the mariner to
export his produce, or bring him the produce of other
countries !

But let us try this queftion again, by dividing all the
money and moveable property of the nation 3 and {uppofe
the {hare of cach individual to amount to twenty pounds or
forty, or any indefinite fum, how are the poor to be bet-
tered by this 2 Why they would live will the fum was ex-
pended without labour,  That is happinefs in truth ; but
when it was expended, they muit return to labour apain,
and where aie they to ind an employer?,  All would be

¥ 1 {tate the number of inhuabitants at ten millions, and the number of
acres at between thuty and forty milhons,

Tlhe numher of inhabitants will b= thought tos large, bue the argument
will be equally valid whzther you zive every man tour acre: or fix. 1donot
think, however, that I rate the inhshuants ton tugh e far ahen ve recolleéd
that our pﬂlitit‘.ﬂl arithmeticians corlculated tlie f=JCC1-. of th- it nyy it 1h]u{ wen
or twelve millions, which upon the gold comag: proned o au between tnrty
and forty, we have fome reafun to doubt thaip vxsdneds i1 sard to popu.
lation,

Sir William Petty eftimates twenty-¢igtt or twenty-nine millians of acres,

Dr, Davenant reckons five millons and s Lali toe the number of 1nliabie
tants, and gives feven acres an! a hislf a man,

Major Grant allows four acres a nian,

See Chambar,’s Dict, art, Acre, a d Pal, Arnith,

A 3 malters
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malters without fervants, or {ervants without mafters, and
the fyftem would be complete if they could have a nation
of Kings, and an army of Generals. But let us fuppofe
that the induftrious man has improved his talents, while
the profligate has fquandered his fhare; what is the con-
{equenice ¢ but that the frugal and provident muft {ubmit
to 2 rew divificn, z2nd the idle and abandoned plunder him
over agajn.

We may illuftrate this by .a familiar inftance, which the
poor will feel as forcibly as the rich; for if it {hould ever
pecome illegal for one man to be richer than another, the
favings of the poor are as liable to plunder, as the hoards of
the rich. If a labourer has faved twenty fhillings at the
end of the year, four vagabonds fhall tell him, that he has
no right to be richer than themf{elves ; that they have no-
thing, and therefore he muft furrender four parts of his
g2in to them, and confole himfelf with the fifth. |

I wifh to {peak a language which the meaneft individual
may underftand ; I wifh to teach the poor that every plan
of this fort is delufive, thateven their own intereft is con-
cerned 1n the well-being of their fuperiors, and that what-
ever tends to diflelve the tie, inftead of relieving their
wants, wou'd aud tenfold to their mifery.

‘One cenfideration has been referved purpofely for this
plzce, and that is the juftice of firipping the rich, to add
to the poor.

In the irft place, then, there are more honourable ways
open for acquiring wealth in our own country, than ufu-
aliy cccur 1n others; and if wealth has been acquired by
pattent induitry, by fuperior talents er abilities, by hazards
of life or health in 2 {oreign country, by public fervices at
heme, what viler {pecies of robbery can be conceivéd than
to itrip the voffzflor of the fruit of his labours, and reduce
him to his original condition ?

Injuftice of this kind muit put a flop to 2!l induftry in
the ‘ower orders, toevery exertion of talents, knowledge,
or zbilitles in the higher. YWe fow in hope that we may
reap, we feek knowledge in hope that it may profit us:
tak2 away that hope, and you banifh 21l knowledge out of
the world, and reduce the earth to he a wildernefs again.

ft may e faid, however, that weslth is fometimes obe
tzived by unjull, fraudulent, or difhenourable mezns ; and
¢ undaubtedly is true.  But againft fraud and ii}juﬂice
the law proviles a remedy ia every well-regulated commu-
nity 3 and 2zainft difhonourable means; we mufl fet the
opinion of manxind. Laws cannot be framed againft cvery

improper
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improper acquifition of wealth, without encroaching at
the fame time on the fecurity of legal property ; and the fe-
curity of property is the firft incitement to exertion, the
firft band and object of fociety. |

4» But there is another plan for reducing immoderate
riches, and leflening the inequality of mankind, which is,
by abolifhing the right of primogeniture, and dividing
property into equal fhares upon the deceafe of the poffcfior.
In this, the poor have little concern, as no fhare of the
divifion would devolve on them ; and unlefs we can fuppofe
them actuated from mereenvy with the defiye of humiliating
thofe above them, we can find no immediate intereft they
have in contributing to promote fuch a defign,

But in the defign itfelf, if there is no robbery, there is
ftil] the greateft injuftice, and the moft evident impolicy.
The laws call upon us all to be induftrious ; the laws pro-
tect that property which is the effeét of our induftry ;
but if frefh laws fhall afterwards deprive us of the difpofal
of our property, law is no longer confiftent with itfelf,
but contraditory ; for on the one band it cherifhes in-
duftry, and on the other repreflesit, The firft grand (pur
to induftry is the fecurity of property; the fecond is liberty
of ufing 1t at the will of the pofleflor : if either of thefe be
checked, induftry is nipped in the bud ; and in our own
country, if induftry were once difcouraged, the poor, in«
ftcad of finding bread, would ‘be annihilated.

It is a political queftion, How far a rich nobility, a
wealthy gentry, a fubftantial yeomanry, contribute to the
{uppart of liberty, and the well-being of the community ?
Difmiffing this therefore as a confideration foreign to our
purpofe, let us confider the wealth of individuais as the
produce of induftry, or the means of promoting 1t. I fay
then, that extenfive commerce implies extenfive capitals ;
that capitals are employed 1n the commerce of our
own country equal to the property of Princes; that
if the merchant was compelled to divide his fubftance by
any law whatever, exclufive of the check it would be on
his own induitry, it would deftroy the poflibiliiy of con-
ducting any extenftve commerce 3 and that if the merchant
is driven from his protefiion, the manufacturer muft fail,
the lcomi muft ftand {hii, and the ploughfhare ruft in the
furrow.

To remove delufions of this kind from the minds of
the people, is not merelv a moral, but a civil and a
{focial duty; for whatever tends to diflolve the bands,
or difturb the order of fociety, is the fource of envy,

g Ay malevolence,
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ajevoience, jealoufy, hatred, 2nd all the fouleft pafiions
of the human heart. VWaatover tends to hold men toge-
ther by ties of common int.reft, produces mutual affection,
good-will, and charity, m.kes us better men, better citi-
zers, and Chnftians ; and ferves to promote the object of
all fociety,—that 15, PEACE.

TI. All remedies of this kind therzfore which have been
prepofed .re nugatory and dclufive ; butler us now confi-
der thnfe which Soziety 1:f.1f holds forth, which are ufually
efteemed falutary and praiticable, which are in fome fenfe
cfhcacious, brecaulz, though they do not eradicate the eil,
thev affease the piin, and modcrate the effels.

T ne p:br, perh.ps, would think 1t mockery, after what
has been faud, 17 they wire told that the moft certain re-
hiet was to be found 12 pat.ence and content ; and yet the
puet and the mic:si't pant content in the cottage, and
anxiety 2s the conifanr ait ndant on the palace and the
throne., Lut the tru'h is, that content belongs no more
to the cne than the other; men are equally d:ffatisfied in
ki:n ftitors as in icw, and thofe only in both hav. the
greateft c.:ui.ce for happinils, who are moft virtuous and

eit emplo}*:d.

But 1f contint is not 1o be found, the next objeél is in-
duitry, «nd 1ad-.{iry 'n fome dearee inplies difvaatent ; for
ali that fzbour e neftly endzavour to better their prefent
fitwatton.  Ir we trzo- up the confequences of this in
higher Dfe, «treileves the oreat fiom that liftlel nefs arifing
from raqiny «f cyavment whican riches prefent to them
too prouf-lv; ani if we examine it among the lower or-
defs, (s the icirce of order, cecency, and fobriety; it
beges nabis winich, i7 they a:e not viriuous, are allied to
virtue, waich readcr men ufeful to each other, and pro-
fizable o {ociety,

But if iniuticy 35 propafzd to man by nature as an ad-
vantaze and a bletfing—if every form of foctety tends to
forward a.d promote i) fer s reflect with pleafure that
our own Conitizurizn _oes beyond all others in the means
it has tzken to perf. 3 tais defign.

For whaicver ficurity other Governments may hold out,
if there is a country in the world where property s miore
{ecure th+n in another, it is our own. but there is like-
wife an additional {pur, which, though 1t alls fecretly
and mmpercepiibly, is, perhaps, the firlt caule of that vigour
and energy which has raifed our commerce above that of

all
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all the nations which furround us. The road ® to ho-
nour, rank, and dignity, is open to all ; there is no /legal
obitrudlion to prevent the artifgn from obtaining the moft
honourab e ftaticn in his country; for, though the prize
can fall to few, the hopes extend to ail; and hence arifes
an emulation throuph all the intermediate fteps to rank,
which invigorates and animates the whole community.

Perhaps we may be told this is the fair [ide of the pic-
ture, for it 1s tmpoflible that all fhould {ucceed 5 and there-
forc that when we prefent thele hopes to their mind, we
deceive them in the outfet, and make them more unhappy
in the cvent. But to this we may anfwer, that there is no
delufion poflible ; for every hope which can be propofed teo
render men induftrious, makes them happy, not only in
the end they purfue, but in the purfuit itfelf. Indufiry
may not attain’its object; but in this country, at leaft, it
will never fail of obtaining bread and maintenance, and
rarcly mifs of competence and comfort.

H however it fhould fail, the law has provided a remedy
for the failure. The Poor Laws are the a& of the com-
munity, and if alms are the charity of individuals, thePoor
Laws comprehend the charity of the nation. If it fhould
be thought that there is no charity in giving what the law
compels us to give, | anfwer, that we make our own laws
in this country, and that if a tax for the poor were now to
be laid on for the firlt time, the reprefentative body would
nat, nay could not, raife it without the confent of the
people.

Let us view the Poor Laws in another light, and we
{hall find that thev are a remedy againft defpair {; and
perhaps it will be acknowledged, that in this re(pect we
evince the wifdom as well as the benevoicnce of the na-
tion. 'l he poor in any country are {cldom dangerous un-
lefs thiey are defperate ; but if indu/lry has failed, there can
be no defpair while there is a certainty of fupport. And if
piofiigacy has induced diftrefs, it is better that even the

* The principal popular governments in Europe are Venice, Holland, and
Swi zerland.

In Venice, the barrier between the nobility and the pzopie is never pafied.

ir Ho'land every city is a republic, but the goverumient of cach is in the
harcs of an andiocracy.

10 Swizerland the peafant can never be a fenstor,

1 *¢ The enornvtics alfo which extreme wretchednefs induces the Joweft
order of fociety to commt, are in a manner remcdied in England by the im-
menie tehef of 1.5 poereraies,”  Review of Mr. Netkpr's Adminiftration,
Page 250, _

profligate
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;ﬂoﬂiaafe thould find 2 refuce, than have a plea for refort-
ing to fraud, violence, or rapine.

Hea-.n,r as this burthen is upon the people, it is fhll the
Joweft znd the L.t refource of the unhappy : low, how-
ever, as it 1s, L ofe who campﬂm of it moft are not thofe
who have had recourfs to it from unavoidable diftrefs, but
thole wio from ﬂoth, ru]:.an-, and proflipacy, have no
other refuge Jeft; and if it were poffible to exclude the
latter, the {form:r might be maintained in comfort, and
the nation be delivered of half its burthen at the famc
t:me.

Having thus confidered thefe taxes as the charity of the
ration, we come naturally to confider the charity of in-
dividuais; zrd on this hezd the poor have lefs right to
complain in tius country than in any other throughout
the world.

For here what we ought to admire moft, is not the Yibe-
ral hond that cove but the liberal (piric which diftates,
and the del: bﬁ.rate w:ldmn which direéts. The pmdlnal
moy give ‘rom thoughtieisnels, the oltentatious from va-
mity, the moater trom very hatred of his heir; we may give
al! cur gocls to the poor, and yet, if we have not charlty

Iy 10S nothing worth,

[ m.zintain, that the liberal fpirit of this nation at

reitni hOJI' i5 all directed to 1ts proper end; 1t 1s in

every infuince G fizned * to relieve unavoicable diftrefs, or

promote indufiry: and whatever promotes induftry augments
ne fem of heopineds in the worid.

Fr- m ..w"dr**fs, decrepitude, tdiotifm, or lunacy, itis
trus, no advantage can be derived to the public, When,
"‘.: fore. we CO"LUIUUIP to {upport the poor under thefe

ca::-m::.e::, we me r.y 1o alleviate the miferies of life,
WIREeut prop im-:r LTy b nefit to our countiy ; but in every
eiterintlance, wien we relieve the poor, our onlyobjeét is

tc tRCouraz. u.dt_**r:, and . place them 1n a f{izuation to
A27T 3t ’5.. e neuher p,etf:nd to feed or clothe them, orf
e them Loulss; for thr-:lt we tell them it 1S thear

v toletoar; thot 1t is a dm} enjoined them by God,
e law of ducietyy by tieir ronk os Men and Citizens :
Boany wil rot we'k, neither fhould he e (1 2§ 15 a,maxin
Py 7 lm,:rﬂr but rf Nature, derach, and Scciety ) s

tut 'mooy oy ceiuaity of life, which either the narrown. fs

¥ Poireed 1 {73, and 1 hope execered 5 fer in every charity where atten-

ten iy paat forgernery, tacs ‘ubferiker can o niors rced by his fthcripticn,
s Ty Gothangthe dotar Lom o0a the fame L-I‘-jcﬂ:i b,

of
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of means or the improvidence of the carele(s has negleQed
to provide ﬁ'gainﬁ; the generoﬁty of the rich has almoft
taken the whole burthen upon itfelf. '

The fuperior orders of this Country might walk through
the Streets of this Metropolis, and challenge the poor with
having nothing to complain of except a life of labour ;
¢ and that,” they might {ay, ¢ is notallottzd you by the
¢¢ ordinance of Man, but by the will of (3od.”

But to the fick, to the lame, to the impotent, they
might fay, ¢¢ There is a houfe to receive you, to feed you,
“¢ to cure you, and reftorc you to your family and friends.
““ Are your difeafes the eftells of vice, ftill you are not
¢¢ abandoned : theie is relief held out to you. Go, be
¢ cured, and fin no more.

““ And you, wretched proftitutes, who have been be-
¢¢ trayed yourfelves, and now [upport a wretched exiftence
‘“ by betraying others, if you can yet repent, there is 2
¢¢ home open to receive you ; there is forgivene(s held out
¢ to you in this life, which you thought was loft ; there
¢ are means of reftoring you to the world, if you will ac-
‘¢ cept them.

¢ Where is the malefaltor juft delivered from imprifon-
¢ ment and bonds, who is now reduced by defpair to re-
¢ turn to fraud, robbery, or rapine? If he will labour,
¢¢ there is labour for him; if he will not, mifery and de-
¢ ftruftion are only the juft meafure of his iniquity.
¢« Where is the youth brought up in profligacy, perverted
‘¢ by ill example, or abandoned to a life of fordid floth,
¢¢ who is not now received, clothed, protefted, and pro-
¢¢ vided with the means of life and occupation? Is there
¢ any calamity, any fpecies of diftrefs, which 15 not anti-
¢¢ cipated by the liberality of the benevolent £

Such is the language which the Rich in this Country
might hold to thé Poor.

And the Poor themfelves may learn, that if the tics
which bind “all orders together in this country were once
dillolved, whatever calamities the wealthy might be in-
volved in, would fall with double weight upon themfelves,
when there would be'no réfource to look to—no friend, no

proicctor, no bencfactor,

A CHARGE
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A CHARGE
TO‘THE r
GRAND JURY of MIDDLESEX, 1792,
By WILLIAM MAINWARING, £/ CHairatax,

GENTLEM LN,

T EFORE you retive frem the Court to procrf_‘d to your
B3 bui 11"1;1-:, e requefl you will permiz me to call
voeur attengion 1o fome meafines ffv:* at impostance to us
all, in which the T rarguulity ald 3. p“'mfa of the L eun-
try are meit materially © rmc.,m._d, and which it is your
pit.ticulel province at this tine, as the Grand Jury for this
gicat 2nd populias L ounty, to enquire into and prefent,

His M.jefty has found it neccllary to iffue 2 fecond
Proclamati 1':.'1, in which 1t 1s fet fGrth, that (he utm ff in-
duflry 15 fiil empioyed by cvii=difpefod perfons within this #ing-
diin, o g in concert with pr;_/}ns i foreign parts, with
VICW {0 ju/u crt tee Laws and eflablifbed Conftitutios of 1his
Rmfm, and t9 d. [f:av ail Order and Gevernment thereiny and
that a fpivit of teniudt and difsrder, thereby excitedy has Iazc‘,y
Jugion 1elf in adls of riot and iufurreliion.

‘['he methods which have lately been purfued by evil-
difpoied petf. s to difturb the peace and good order of the
kingdon, to introduce anarchy and confufion ai: ong us,
to ait'nate the minds of the people frem a due rerard to
the Luws and our bappy Conﬂltutlon, are of fo ala ming
a nature, ©§ to call upon all goad men, upon all who have
BrOperty 10 Jefen d, or who wifh to tranfmit to their nofte-
ity the bl ‘11 rsz*: they me‘v under a muild and free aowm-—
ment, 1o w'd and afhft in bt nging fuch offenders Lf,JLru:CE'.

(i ean ‘..ma,n, tlu. Contritution ﬂt th.s Cou*ltry hath long
bee - the onvy and admirauon of cther nations.  The ].~
\*t:r;' the fecurity, the proteciion which eve,} O5C eBj0YS
I s perlon wd property, by the wiliom of our laws and
the puirty of their ekecution, have made this country the
defired alyvlum f the WIL[(.h"(J and opprefied,  IHere all
ron i:;,: are aiike protected, all are alike amenable to tice Jaws,

AL TuR A o bt fame pumfmnemt, and equally conpei-
]+b1 "J make tetribution for in juries corumitted,  In rhis
Couitry rhe faw 18 no refpedier of serfons.  In our Courts
of Juitice all wre equal 3 high and low, rich and pour, all

‘ are
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are alike the care of our laws, This is the Inpp} Equality

which every one is entitled to, and enjoys, In tius coun-
try—and it is the only Equality confiltent with any form

of government, with any {yitem of {ociety. ]:,quahtv, 12
the {enfe in which it is now attempted to bL incuicatyd 1

to the minds of the people, by crafty and defipning men,
is, in the nature of things, impotible.

T he wildeft Savaces, in the rudeit ftate of nature, look
un to fome one as thewr chief or head, to lead and to pro-
tect them. The Author of our Being has not mude us
equal—we cannot make ourfelves {o. ’i.Ve were meant ey
focietv, and endowed with different powers and faculties
to afiift cach other; the firong mult protect the weak,
the wezak will contrisute to the convenience and accom-
modation of the flrong. It is the fuperior bletiing which
God has beitowed on the human race, to unite us togcether
by mutuai gependance on each other: from this arife aii
the comfoits and endcarments of human bife  Cf all ¢
tures upoi bu‘:h, Man would bz the ol wretehed cut o
a ffate of fociety s no |0Ln-.V can exift without L.dw-. an
Regulation: for the- fupport of 1t; and thofe citablif}
here are conl. {Ted by ali nations to bf* the beft adapted t
give fecurity, com ifm, «nd heppinels

You however, Gentlemen, ave no i‘mnw rs to the falk
(for 1t is too 110t01muc:‘}, that dedirines have of late been
maintained and propagsted, and writings moft nduiii-
oufly di ipt.rf{:d with a view to create in men’s minds dif-
content with our Conftituticn and prefeat Ferm of Govern-

ment., Attem:ts are daily making to perfuaae menth g

have not thufe rl”“*‘f: v vihich the y are eagtled-—to celude

and impofe upon weal: minds, and excite them o procera-
“Ings, v.n.ch, if not put a itop to, may be or very ferious
confequence to us all.

The Libert}? of tire Prefs isone ol the giorious privilcgss
of Englilhmen-—it is efientinl to the liberty of the fubject,
to the exiftence of a free {tate, while exercifed for lawful
and _)uh purpoles ; but when it 1s made ufe of as the inftru-
ment of {landr and detraction, to deftroy the comfort and
happinets of individuals, or to ditturb the harmony and good
order of theftate, to miflead 'md impofe upon the weak and
ignorant, it becomes the moit milchicvous and d-ftruchive
engine that can be put into tae hans of wicked and 1ll-de-
figning wen. A man may injure his country and violate
the law by thre publication ot {editious and infl mmatory
writings mare than by any other method, in {inuch as the
poifon which {uch writings contain s more extenfively dii-

{ minated,
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feminated, more cffecturtly and fecretlv infufed into men’s
minds then 1t coutd be by any other mode Df}'}rD‘"ECd:ﬂf"

(: Rocawil, mary well-dis l“'vd perfons who would
fhadoor ot the tr-o*nrht of comaricting an alt ot treafon,
w.ll inocently tke a boo to ther Ch:lLt, and read it ;
fome from mere t:urioﬁty, tome from a delire of informa-
tior 3 and if they have potjudgment to detect, and i’heng}th
of mind to reh‘f the fallacious argumeras and falfe rea-
{on: ngs made ule of hy art{ul and ;_w]-mumed men to nn-
pofe upon and miflead, they intenfioly fall into the fnare
pchamd for them 1nd though thcy may not perhaps, at
firft. -be worked up to adis of outrage and violence, are
gradually julled into a (tate of 1nd 1FerencL for the preferva-
tion of that Conftizution which they are tausht to believe
is opprefiive, and withholds from men their juft rights,
"Thefe, and a long train of evils, are the conlequmcea of
feditious pubhcetmn: That we may examine our Con-
ftitution the principles on which it is founded——
may point out inconventences—— may fugoelt improve-
ments——may examine the conduct of the Nlinillters
of Government—=all thefe, Gentlemen, are privileges
which cvery Briadh fobjeét enjoys.  But the publica-
tion of libellous and feditious pamphlets and papers
havine o direct tendency to fubvert and deftroy the Con-
‘Pltut*m to itritate men’s minds, to fill them with ¢ é‘round-
lefs e ”’uu* es and aifcontents, and to bring together a de-
ludod populacs for the purpofe of altertnt‘r the Conflitu-
tion, or comirg to refolutions contrary to the eftablithed
Laws of the Country---all this is 2t once founding the
trampet of Rebellion, and 1nviting evil-difpofed or mif-
guided men, wiefs minds have been poifoned by the pro-
moters of fcdition, to comnmt adls of violence and outrage,
by which the life and property of every good {ubject will
be in danver, and at the merey of a lawlels mob, pufhed
on to dtlp rate meafures by the hope ol plunder, and cita-~
biithins an imaginary Equahty When writings of this
fort appear, LIS Cthe d uty of everv are to ufe his endeavours
to {upprefs thom, and brmrr the offenders to juftice. But
YUy Gentlemen P in the fitvation in which you f’fand al¢
more immediately called upon to bring forward offences of
this fort.  If it 1s within your own knowledn'c who the
writers or publifliers are, you are to prefent them, If
charges againdt {uch prrfons are broueht before you by in-
di&tment, vou will confider them feuouﬂv v and ify upon
the evidence you hur vou find them proper for further

inquiry, ou will declape them 12U F BiLLs, that the party
accufed
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accufed may be made amenable to the law, and, if guilty,
may be brousht to pumfhment.  You are not to try ---not
to hear and determine the offence, butonly to fay whether
the party accufed ought to be put upon histrial,  Such 1s
the caution and hum ity of our Lonmlunun in favour of
the Liberty of the Subjedt, that without your affent pro-
fecutions for the higheft crimes which can be cnmmlttc
mulft ﬁop This is a great and important truft committed
to you ; 1n the wile and juft exercif: of which, the Safety
of the bu.ate. the Rights of the People, and the Prefcrva-
tion of the Conflitution, arc deeply concerncd.

However yreat and hcmoug ofterices may be, the even-
handed Juﬂlcu of this country proceeds by k 1{)»"11, reaular,
and ftated rules. You muft fuit declwe that the accuﬂ,d
ought to be tried ; another Jury mult Loar the accufation
and defence, and pronounce wheter he be gulty or not
fo that two Jurle:a muit Jive (aiction to th pI{JC{Eedln
before punifiment can be wmflicted.  Such 15 the {Lcumy
which every one has 1 an Enghifh Court of Criminal
Judicature,

One would have thought the melancholy fate of thefe
unfortunate and detuded perions who fuftered the dreadrul
fentence of the law in confequence of the aclive part they
took in the riots which dlf”ra-"cd this metropehs in 1780,
would have been a warni at leaft as leng as tlmt {cene
of Confuimn ahd miﬁ.hlﬂf 1‘, 5 recent in Cm.ry onc’s mind
---but, alas! thofe examples do not {cum to have had the
defired effe€s.  Efforts arc making Ly tse encmics to our
profperity and happinefs to check our carecr of glory, and
to deftroy this beautitul fabric, THE ENGLISH CON-
STITUTION, reared and perfecied by the witdom and
exprrience of many ages.

T hat Meetings convenzd, and Aflociations formed, for
the purpole of Torcing an altcrﬂtum in our Laws, and
changing the Conflitution, are hi-hiv ¢ianinal, cannot
but be obvious to eVery one of common und. Tﬂ..l”ﬂlﬂ”’ W10
will give himfeif a2 moment's time for rfleclion, Where
three or more perfons aflemble tovetner to do an aét not
juttifable by the form of our Conftitution, fuch a meeting
1s an unlawful aflembly---and it i5 the duty of all m"'”rif-
trates and cthers to fupprefs and prevent (uch mtftmrrs.
"The purpofe of the meeting makes the aflembly unlawiul,
though the purpofe is not carried into ex:cution.

If 2 number of perfons rictoufiy and tu:au‘tuouﬂ} affem-
ble together to redrefs {wht they *ch Fubie (artly -

ances, or to ajter the t.{‘mb Lihed Law ol the Land; or ate
tempting,
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tempting, by intimidation znd violence, to force the Re-
peal of L wwz, or comp.l the enacting of new vnes, 1L is an
Aét of | rodlon.

Gen.lemen, | need noty, when T am atdrefing myfelf to
men of yvourevp-ricnce aind hruzticn an hife, detail the fe-
veral publ.c offences on this fubject, 1t 1s enough w fay,
that every 2¢t te: dins to produce a breach of the peace---
to d:fturd the tranqui.lity and good eorder of the kingdom
——to creat> difcontent in men’s minls with our Conftitu-
tion 2nd Form of (Government, either by actions, fedi-
tious writings, libelious and indecent prints, or n any
other wav, z.e 2!l nizh ¢ff.nc s and mifdemeanors, proper
for }‘Dur qu*x'-r}' EI:d preﬁ:nt;‘nent.

I'cannot ¢i'm f< you without addirg one word more, on
« marter whicn it is fic that @/ thould know, if there are
anv that are i_n~roul o rite

That every  ni¢ met'ing here, and enjoying the protec-
tion of the law, 15 Foind 2o 2l g1anCe 2nd odeGl nee 1o 1L,
Obedicnc: to the Low necaulrily tollows protect.en under
It

Thercfore it is, that forcigners dwellingamong us, and
enjoying cur prot:ct.on, froa whatever country thoy come,
are equaily amenable 1o the jaws, and equully hadle to be
punifhed as taitors, for 2&ts of trrzion committed by them,
or for any otl:er ¢r me fh-'j.' may bE guﬂt}' Of, as if thﬂy
were natural-born {utject-,

I will detain you, Qcentlemen, no lonzer. [ have
thought it proper fhertly to mentien theie <. vere]. matters
to you, with 2 view of brin _ing them to vour r.colizction
2t this particular time---not dosbuing, however, but that
you are well acquainted with this, and every other parti-
cular of your duty, a.d tha: you are come hither wetl dit-
pofed tc exercife the power with which the Canttitution
has igvefted you, with prudent hrmrels, with juftice, and
with mercy. el




