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eftates, or vifited foreign kingdoms, or entered
upon public life, without any inftrution in the
laws of the land; and indeed with hardly any
opportunity of gaining inftruction, unlefs it can
be afforded them in thefe feats of learning.

AN D that thefe are the proper places, for
affording affiftances of this kind to gentlemen
of all ftations and degrees, cannot (I think)
with any colour of reafon be denied. For not
one of the objections, which are made to the
inns of court and chancery, and which I have
juft enumerated, will hold with regard to the
univerfities. Gentlemen may here aflociate with
gentlemen of their own rank and degree. INor
are their conduct and ftudies left entirely to their
own difcretion ; but regulated by a difcipline {o
wife and exact, yet {o liberal, fo fenfible and
manly, that their conformity toit’s rules (which
does at prefent {o much honour to our youth )
1s not more the effe&t of conftraint, than of
their own inclinations and choice. Neither need
they apprehend too long an avocation hereby
from their private concerns and amuiements,
or (what 1s a more noble objeét) the {fervice
of their friends and their country. This ftudy
will go hand in hand with their other purfuits:

1t



the STuUuDY of the L aw. Iv

it will obftru& none of them; it will orna-
ment and affift them all.

BuT if, upon the whole, there are any, fhlil
wedded to monaftic prejudice, that can enter-
tain a doubt how far this ftudy is properly and
regularly academical, {fuch perfons I am afraid
either have not confidered the conftitution and
defign of an univerfity, or elfe think very meanly
of it. It muit be a deplorable narrownefs of
mind, that would confine thefe {eats of in{lruc~
tion to the limited views of one or two learned
profeflions. T'o the praife of this age be it {poken,
a more open and generous way of thinking be-
oins now univerfally to prevail. The attainment
of liberal and genteel accomplifhments, though
not of the intelle&tual {ort, has been thought by
our wifeft and moft affetionate patrons ¢, and
very lately by the whole univerfity ¢, no {mall
improvement of our antient plan of education;

° Lord Chancellor CLareNDON, in his dialogue of education,
among his tralts, p. 325. appears to have been very {folicitous,
that 1t might be made ¢‘a part of the ornament of our learncd aca-
““ demies to teach the qualities of riding, dancing, and fencing,
““ at thofe hours when more ferious exercifes fhould be inter-
‘“ mitted,”’

¢ By accepting in full convocation the remainder of lord
Clarendon’s hiftory from his noble defcendants, on condition to
apply the profits arifing from it’s publication to the eftablifhment
of a manage in the univerfity.

and
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and thercfore I may fafely affirm that nothing
( how wnufual {oever) is, under due regulations,
improper to be zaughs in this place, which is
proper for a gentleman to Jearnz. But that a
icience, which diftinguifhes the criterions of
right and wrong; which teaches to eftablifh
the one, and prevent, punifh, or redrefs the
other; which employsin it’s theory the nobleft
taculties of the foul, and exerts in 1t's practice
the cardinal virtues of the heart; a icience,
vwhich 1s univerf{al 1n i1it’s nfe and extent, accom-
modated to each individual, yet comprehending
the whole community ; that a {cience like this
thould have ever been deemed unneceflary to be
ftudied in an univerfity, is matter of aftonifh-
ment and concern. Surely, if it were not before
an object of academical knowlege, it was high
time to make it one; and to thofe who can
doubt the propriety of it’s reception among us
(if any {uch there be) we may return an an{fwer
13 their own way; that cthics are confefledly a
hranch of academical learning, and Ariftotle
Limfelf has faid, {peaking of the laws of his
ovn country, that jurifprudence or the know-
leee of thofe laws is the principal and moft
“ perfedt branch of ethics.

© TeXEser parisee oEOETY, OTE TS TYACING MPETHS 3 04Ty €. ILthic.
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F'rowm a thorough conviction of this truth,
our munificent benefactor Mr VINER, having
employed above half a century in amaffing ma-
terials for new modelling and rendering more
commodious the rude {tudy of the laws of the
land, configned both the plan and execution of
thefe his public-{pirited defigns to the wifdom of
his parent univerfity. Refolving to dedicate his
learned labours < to the benefit of pofterity and
““ the perpetual {ervice of his country *,” he was
{fenfible he could not perform his refolutions in
a better and more effectual manner, than by
extending to the youth of this place thofe affift-
ances, of which he fo well remembered and
(o heartily regretted the want. And the f{enfe,
which the univerfity has entertained of this
ample and moft uietul benetaction, muit appear
beyond a doubt from their gratitude in receiv-
ing it with all poffible marks of efteem ; from
their alacrity and unexampled difpatch in carry-
ing it 1nto execution ; and, above all, from the
laws and conftitutions by which they have effec-
tually guarded it from the neglet and abufe
to which {uch inftitutions are liable, We have
{feen an univerf{al emulation, who beft fhould
underftand, or moft faithfully purfue, the defigns

* Sce the preface to the cighteenth volume of his abridgment.

of
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of our generous patron: and with pleafure we
recollect, that thofe who are moft diftinguifthed
by their quality, their fortune, their ftation, their
learning, or their experience, have appeared the
moft zealous to promote the fuccels of Mr

Viwenr’s eftablifhment.

T wur advantages that might refult to the
{cience of the law itfelf, when a little more at-
tended to in thefe feats of knowledge, perhaps
would be very confiderable. The leifure and
abilities of the learned in thefe retirements might
either fuggeft expedients &, or execute thofe dic-
tated by wifer heads, for improving it’s method,
retrenching it’s {uperfluities, and reconciling the
little contrarieties, which the practice of many
centuries will neceflarily create in any human
{yftem : a tatk, which thofe who are deeply em-
ployed in bufinefs, and the more aétive {cenes of
profeflion, can hardly condefcend to engage in.
And as to the intereft, or (which is the fame)
the reputation of the univerfities themfielves, I
may venture to pronounce that if ever this
ftudy fhould arrive to any tolerable perfection
either here or at Cambridge, the nobility and
gentry of this kingdom would not fhorten their
refidence upon this account, nor perhaps enter-

& Sec lord Bacon’s propofals and offer of a digeft.
tain
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tain a worfe opinion of the benefits of acade-
mical education. Neither thould it be confider-
ed as a matter of light importance, that while
we thus extend the pomoeria of univerfity learn-
ing, and adopt a new tribe of citizens within
thefe philofophical walls, we intereft a very
numerous and very powerful profeflion in the
prefervation of our rights and revenues.

For I think it is paft difpute that thofe gen~
tlemen, who refort to the inns of court with a
view to purfue the profeffion, will iind it expe-
dient (whenever it is practicable) to lay the pre-
vious foundations of this, as well as every other
{cience, 1n one of our learned univerfities. We
may appeal to the experience of every fenfible
lawyer, whether any thing can be more hazard-
ous or difcouraging than the ufual entrance on
the {tudy of the law. A raw and unexperienced
yvouth, In the moft dangerous feafon of life, is
tran{planted on a {udden into the mudit of al-
lurements to pleafure, without any reftraint or
check but what his own prudence can {uggeit ;
with no public diretion 1in what courfe to pur-
{ue his enquiries; no private affiftance to remove
the diftrefles and difficulties, which will always
embarafs a beginner. In this fituation he is ex-
pected te fequefter himfelf from the world, and

by
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by a tedious lonely procefs to extract the theory
of law from a mafs of undigefted learning; or
elfe by an afliduous attendance on the courts to
pick up theory and practice together, fufficient
to qualify him for the ordinary run of bufinefs.
How little therefore 1s it to be wondered at, that
we hecar of {o frequent mifcarriages; that {o
many gentlemen of bright imaginations grow
weary of {o unpromifing a fearch”, and addict
themiecives wholly to amufements, or other lefs
innocent puriuits ; and that {o many perfons of
moderate capacity confufe themfelves at firft
{fetting out, and continue ever dark and puzzled
during the remainder of their lives!

TuE evident want of fome afliftance in the
rudunents of legal knowlege, has given birth to
a practice, which, if ever it had grown to be
general, muft have proved of extremely perni-
cious confequence: I mean the cuftom, by {fome
io very warmly recommended, to drop all libe-
ral education, as of no ufe to lawyers; and to

b Sir HeExegy SpeLman, in the preface to his gloflury, gives
us a very lively pi€ture of his own diftrefs upon this occafion.
““ Emifit me mater Londinum, juris noflri capefjendi gratia ;
“Ccufus cum weffibulum falutaflem, reperiffemque linguam peregri-
““wam, dialcélum barbaram, metbodum inconcinnar:, wolem non
““ingentem Jolum fed perpetuis bumeris fuflinendam, exciait miki
“(Satcor) animus, £5e¢.”

place
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place them, in 1t’s ftead, at the defk of {fome
{kilful attorney; 1in order to initiate them early
in all the depths of practice, and render them
more dextrous in the mechanical part of bufi-
nefs. A few inftances of particular perfons, (men
of excellent learning, and unblemifhed integri-
ty) who, in {pight of this method of education,
have thone in the foremoft ranks of the bar,
have afforded {fome kind of {fantion to this il-
liberal path to the profeffion, and biafled many
parents, of fhortfighted judgment, in it’s favour:
not confidering, that there are fome geniufes,
formed to overcome all difadvantages, and that
from fuch particular inftances no general rules
can be formed; nor obferving, that thofe very
perfons have frequently recommended by the
moft forcible of all examples, the difpofal of their
own offspring, a very different foundation of
legal ftudies, a regular academical education.
Perhaps too, in return, I could now dirett their
eyes to our principal {eats of juftice, and fug-
geft a few hints, in favour of univerfity learn-
ing : — but in thefe all who hear me, 1 know,

have already prevented me.

Maxing therefore due allowance for one or

two fhining exceptions, experience rmay teach

us to foretell that a lawyer thus educated to the
e bar,
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bar, 1n fubfervience to attorneys and folicitors’,
will find he has begun at the wrong end. If
practice be the whole he is taught, practice muft
alio be the whole he will ever know : if he be
uninftructed in the elements and firft principles
upon which the rule of practice is founded, the
leaft variation from eftablithed precedents will
totally diftra¢t and bewilder him : 77a lex féripra
e/t * is the utmoft his knowlege will arrive at ;
he muft never afpire to form, and feldom ex-
pcét to comprehend, any arguments drawn z
priori, from the {pirit of the laws and the na-
tural foundations of juftice.

INNor 1s this all ; for (as few perfons of birth,
or fortune, or even of {cholaftic education, will
{fubmit to the drudgery of fervitude and the
manual labour of copying the trafh of an office)
{hould this infatuation prevail to any confider-
able degree, we muft rarely expect to {ee a gen-
tleman of diftinction or learning at the bar. And
what the confequence may be, to have the in-
terpretation and enforcement of the laws (which
include the entire difpofal of our properties, li-
berties, and lives) fall wholly into the hands of
ob{cure or illiterate men, is matter of very public
CONCern.

' Sec bifhop KenneT’s life of Somner. p. 67.
* Ff. 40. 9,12,
THE
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Tur inconveniences here pointed out can ne-
ver be effetually prevented, but by making aca-
demical education a previous ftep to the pro-
feflion of the common law, and at the {ame
time making the rudiments of the law a part of
academical education. For {ciences are of a {o-
ciable difpofition, and fiourifh beft in the neigh-
bourhood of each other : nor is there any branch
of learning, but may be helped and improved
by affiftances drawn from other arts. If there-
fore the ftudent in our laws hath formed both
his fentiments and {tyle, by perufal and imita-
tion of the pureft claffical writers,among whom
the hiftorians and orators will beft deferve his
regard ; 1f he can reafon with precifion, and fe-
parate argument from fallacy, by the clear im-
ple rules of pure unfophifticated logic; if he
can fix his attention, and fteadily purfue truth
through any the moft intricate dedu&ion, by
the ufe of mathematical demonfirations; if he
has enlarged his conceptions of nature and art,
by a view of the {feveral branches of genuine, ex-
perimental, philofophy; if he has imprefled on
his mind the iound maxims of the law of na-
ture, the beft and moft authentic foundation of
human laws; if, laitly, he has contemaplated
thofe maxims reduced to a practical {yitem in

e o the
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the laws of imperial Rome; if he has done this
or any part of it, (though all may be eafily
done under as able inftructors as ever graced.any
{feats of learning ) a {tudent thus qualified may
enter upon the ftudy of the laws with incredi-
ble advantage and reputation. And 1if, at the con-~
clufion, or during the acquifition of thefe accom-
plithments, he will afford himfelf here a year
or two’s farther leifure, to lay the foundation of
his future labours in a {olid {cientifical method,
without thirfting too early to attend that practice
which it is impoflible he fhould rightly compre-
hend, he will afterwards proceed with the great-
et eafe, and will unfold the moit intricate points
with an intuitive rapidity and clearnefs.

I sz ALL not infift upon fuch motives as might
be drawn from principles of oeconomy, and are
applicable to particulars only: I reafon upon
more general topics. And therefore to the qua-
lities of the head, which I have juft enumerated,
I cannot but add thofe of the heart; affectio-
nate loyalty to the king, a zeal for liberty and
the conftitution, a fenfe of real honour, and
well grounded principles of religion ; as necef-
fary to form a truly valuable englith lawyer, a
Hyde, a Hale, or a Talbot. And, whatever the

ignorance of {fome, or unkindnefs of others, may
have
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have heretofore uatruly fuggefted, experience
will warrant us to affirm, that thefe endow-
ments of loyalty and public {pirit, of honour
and religion, are no where to be found in more
high perfection that in the two univerfities of
this kingdom.

BerorE I conclude, it may perhaps be ex-
pected that I lay before you a thort and general
account, of the method I propofe to follow in
endeavouring to execute the truft you have been
pleafed to repofe in my hands. And in thefe {o-
lemn le&ures, which are ordained to be read at
the entrance of every term, (more perhaps to do
public honour to this laudable inftitution, than
for the private inftruction of individuals ') I pre-
{fume it will beft an{wer the intent of our bene-
factor and the expectation of this learned body,
if T attempt to illuftrate at times {fuch detached
titles of the law, as are the moft eafy to be un-
derftood, and moft capable of hiftorical or cri-
tical ornament. But in reading the complete
courfe, which is annually configned to my care,
a more regular method will be necefiary; and,
till a better 1s propofed, I fhall take the liberty
to follow the {fame that I have already {ubmitted
to the public. To fill up and finith that outline

' See LowTn’s Cratio Crewiana, p. 303.
with
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with propriety and corre&tnefs, and to render
the whole intelligible to the uninformed minds
of beginners, (whom we are too apt to {uppofe
acquainted with terms. and ideas, which they
never had opportunity to learn) this muft be my
ardent endeavour, tho” by no means my promife
to accomplith.  You will permit me however
very briefly to defcribe, rather what I conceive
an academical expounder of the laws thould do,
than what I have ever known to be done.

FH e fhould confider his courfe as a general
map of the law, marking out the fhape of the
country, 1ts connexions and boundaries, it’s
greater divifions and principal cities: it is not
his bufinefs to defcribe minutely the fubordinate
limits, or to fix the longitude and latitude of
everyinconfiderable hamlet. His attention thould
be engaged, like that of the readers in Fortef-
cue’s inns of chancery, ¢ in tracing out the ori-
‘« oinals and as it were the elements of the law.”
For if, as Juftinian ™ has obferved, the tender
underftanding of the {tudent be loaded at the
firft with a multitude and variety of matter, it
will either occafion him to defert his ftudies, or
will carry him heavily through them, with much
labour, delay, and defpondence. Thefe ori-

m In, I, 1, 2. .
gmals
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ginals fhould be traced to their fountains, as well
as our diftance will permit; to the cuftoms of
the Britons and Germans, as recorded by Caefar
and T'acitus; to the codes of the northern nations
on the continent, and more efpecially to thofe of
our own {axon princes; to the rules of the ro-
man law, either left here in the days of Papi-
nian, or imported by Vacarius and his follow-
ers; but, above all, to that inexhauftible refer-
voir of legal antiquities and learning, the feodal
law, or, as Spelman " has entitled it, the law of
nations in our weftern orb. Thefe primary ruies
and fundamental principles thould be weighed
and compared with the precepts of the law of
nature, and the practice of other countries;
thould be explained by reafons, illuitrated by
examples, and confirmed by undoubted autho-
rities ; their hiftory thould be deduced, their
changes and revolutions obferved, and it thould
be thewn how far they are connelted with, or

have at any time been affected by, the civil trani-
actions of the kingdom.

A pL AN of this nature, if executed with care
and ability, cannot fail of adminiitring a moft
ufeful and rational entertainment to ftudents of
all ranks and profeffions; and yet it muft be

7 Of Parliaments, §7.
COll1-
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confefled that the ftudy of the laws is not merely
a matter of amufement: for as a very judicious
writer °© has obferved upon a fimilar occafion,
the learner ¢ will be confiderably difappointed
¢ if he looks for entertainment without the ex-
“ pence of attention.” An attention, however,
not greater than 1s ufually beftowed in mafter-
ing the rudiments of other {ciences, or {ome-
times in purfuing a favorite recreation or exer-
cifc. And this attention is not equally neceflary
to be exerted by every {tudent upon every occa-
{fion. Some branches of the law, as the formal
procefs of civil fuits, and the fubtile diftinctions

incident to landed property, which are the moft
difficult to be thoroughly underftood, are the
leaft worth the pains of underftanding, except to
fuch gentlemen as intend to purfue the profef-

fion. To others I may venture to apply, with a
flight alteration, the words of fir John Fortei-

cue ?, when firft his royal pupil determines to

® Dr Tavyror's preface to Elem. of civil law.

P Tibi, princeps, neceffe non erit wyfieria legis Argliae longo aif.
ciplinatu rimare, Sufficiet tibi, — ct {atis denominar: legifla me-
reberis, fi lezum principia & canfas, ufque ad elementa, daijcipuli
207 INAgareris, — Quare tiu, princeps [ereniffine, parvo tempore,
parce induflria, fufficienter eris in legibus regni Angliae eruditus,
ditimodo ad ejus apprehénfioncm tu conferas animum runm.
Nyfeo namgque ingenii tui perfpicacitatem, guo awdalter pronuitio
guod in legibus illis (licet earum peritia, qualis judicilus receffaris

eff, vix viginti annorum luculbrationibus acquiratur (tu deltriname
privcipi
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engage in this ftudy. < It will not be necefiary
¢« for a gentleman, as fuch, to examine with a
¢¢ clofe application thecritical niceties of the law.
«It will fully be f{ufficient and he may well
¢ enough be denominated a lawyer, if under the
“inftruction of a mafter he traces up the prin-
¢ ciples and grounds of the law, even to their
‘“ original elements. ‘Therefore in a very fhort
‘¢ period, and with very little labour, he may be
¢ fufficiently informed in the laws of his coun-
““try, i1f he will but apply his mind in good
“ earneft to receive and apprehend them. For,
“ though fuch knowlege as is neceffary for a
“judge 1s hardly to be acquired by the lucu-
‘“ brations of twenty years, yet with a genius
““ of tolerable perfpicacity, that knowlege which
‘“1s fit for a perfon of birth or condition may
‘““be learned 1n a fingle year, without neglelt-
““ing his other improvements.”

To the few therefore (the very few, I am
perfuaded,) that entertain {fuch unworthy notions
of an univerfity, as to fuppofe it intended for
mere diffipation of thought; to {fuch as mean

Principi cougriain in anno uno fuffcicnter nancifcerisy nic interizz
micitarem dijciplinam, ad quam tam ardenter ambelas, negliges;
J€a ta, recreationis locoy etiam anno illo tw ad libitum perfrueris.,

¢c. 8. ‘
only
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only to while away the aukward interval frony
childhood to twenty one, between the reftraints
of the fchool and the licentioufnefs of politer
life, 1In 2 calm middle {tate of mental and of
moral inactivity; to thefe Mr VINER gives no
invitation to an entertainment which they never
can relith. But to the long and illuftrious train
of noble and ingenuous youth, who are not
more diftinguithed among us by their birth and
pofieflions, than by the regularity of their con-
duct and their thirft after ufeful knowlege, to
thele our benefactor has confecrated the fruits of
a Jong and laborious life, worn out in the duties
of his calling ; and will joyfully reflect (if {uch
reflexions can be now the employment of his
thoughts) that he could not more effetually
have benefited pofterity, or contributed to the
fervice of the public, than by founding an in-
{titution which may inftruét the rifing genera-
tion in the wifdom of our civil polity, and in-
form them with a defire to be ftill better ac-

quainted with the laws and conftitution of their
country.
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1. Of Courts; and therein of

{ 1., Thelyr Nature and Incidents,

2, Their feveral Diftinétions 5 27z,
{ Of public or general JurifdiCtion ; as,
1. ‘The Courts of common Law and Equity,
», Ecclefiathical Courts, 111,
3. Courts mlhrary
4 Courts maritime,
Of private or fpecial Jurifdiction.

a2, Of the Lﬂzmmnce of Wrongs, or Injuries, in the Courts
1. Ecclef; aftical,

=. Military,
7. Maritime,
~ 4. Of common Law 3 wherein
1. Of the relpeétive Remedies, for Injuries affefting
I r 1. The Rights of Perfons,
{ 1. Abfolute.

i 2. Relative.
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J l“ 1. In Poffeffion ; by
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4. Watle,
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T By Adlion at common Law 3 wherein of
(1 Original,
»  Frocefs,
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7. Pleading, Xtl,
4. Demurrer and Ifiue,
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VIII,
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Public WronNGs, or Crimes and Mifdemefuors,

In which arc confidercd CHAPTER 1,
( I. The general Nature of Crimes, and Punifhment,

I1. 'ThePerfons capable of committing Crimes ; and their feveral Degrees of Guilt,as 11,
1. Principals.
2. Acceflories,
IIY, The feveral Crimes (with their Punifhments) more peculiarly offending 11T,
1. ‘The divine Law,

2. The Law of Nations,

3. The municipal Law : Being {uch as efpecially affect IV,
{ 1. The King and Government ; 2.
1. High Treafon,
2. Felonies injurious to the Preropative, v.
1. Praemunire,
4. Mifprifions and Contempts,

». The Commonwealth ; @ix, Oftences againft Vi,
1. Public Juftice.

2. Public Perace,

1. Public Trade, vi1g,

4. Public Health.,

s. Public Occonomy.

3. Individuals ; being Crimes againft vIIY,

‘ (1. Their perfonal Sccurity ; by

r-—h-—-——-n—-""\-—-

l 1. Homicide.

< 2. Other corporal Injuries, 1%,
z. Their perfonal Liberty,

I 3. 'Their Habitations, X.

l.4. Their Property.

V. The Means of Prevention ; by Security for X1,
1. T he Peace.
2. The good Bchaviour.
L V. The Method of Punithment; wherein of
{ 1. The feveral Courts of criminal Jurifdi&ion.

2. The Proceedings there ; X11,
I. Summary. '
'{z. Regular ; by
r 1. Arrcith, |
2. Commitment, and Bail,

3. Profecution ; by
x. Prefentment,

2. Indi€tment.
1. Information,

4. Appeal.
4. Procefs, X111,
5. Arraijgnment, and 1t's Incidents,
< 6. Plea, and Ifiue.
. <. Trial, and Convi¢tion. XIVe.
8. Clergy. o
l g. Judgment, and Attainder ; which induce XV,

1. Forfeiturc.
2. Corruption of Blood,
10, Avoider of Judgment, by *
il. Falfifying, or Reverfing, the Attainder,
L 11, E

2. Reprieve, or Pardon,
xecuticn,
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OF T HE

LAWS or ENGLA N D.

Boox THE FIRST.

CuaprpTER L

Of the Nature of L Aw s in general.

I
AW is a Rule of Action, prefcribed by a fupe-

rior Power.
2.

NaTturaL Law i1s the Rule of suman A&ion,
prefcribed by the Creator, and difcoverable by the
Light of Reafon.

3.

The pi1vINE, or REVEALED, Law (confidered as
a Rule of A¢tion) 1s alfo the Law of Nature, im-
parted by God himfelf.

A\ 4. The
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4.
The Law of NaTrons is that which regulates
the Conduét and mutual Intercourie of independent
States with each other, by Reafon and natural Juf-
tice.
5.
MvuwiciraL, or civir, Law 1s the Rule of ci-
vil Condudt, prefcribed by the fupreme Power in a
State, commanding what 1s r1cuT, and prohibiting

what IS WRONG.

6.

Sociery 1s formed for the Proteétion of Indivi-
duals; and StaTes, or Government, for the Pre-
fervation of Society.

7.

In all States there 1s an abfolute suprEME Pow-
er, to which the Right of Legiflation belongs; and
which, by the fingular Conftitution of thele King-
doms, 1s vefted in the King, IL.ords, and Com-

mMons.
8.

The ParTs of al.aw are, 1. The pEcLarA-
TORY ; which defines what 1s Right, and Wrong.
2. The pirEcTORY ; Wwhich confifts in commanding
the Obfervation of Right, or prohibiting the Com-
miffion of Wrong. 3. The rREMEDIAL; or Me-
thod of recovering private Rights, and redrefling
private Wrongs. 4. The vinpicaTory Sanction
of Punifhments for public Wrongs ; wherein confifts
the moft forcible Obligation of human Laws.

9. To
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Q.

To iNTERPRET a Law, we muft enquire after
the Will of the Maker: Which may be colleéted
either from the Words, the Context, the Subjeét-
matter, the Effects and Confequence, or the Spirit
and Reafon of the Law.

10.

From the latter Method of Interpretation arifes
Fquity, or the Correction of that wherein the Law
( by reafon of its Univerfality) is deficient.

CHApPr Il

Of the GRouNDs and FOUNDATION of the
Laws of ENGLAND.

1.
HE I.aws of Excranp are of two Kinds,
the UNWRITTEN or commoN LLaw, and the
WRITTEN Or STATUTE Law.
2.

The uvnweriTTEN Law includes, 1. General
Cuftoms. 2. Particular Cuftoms. 3. Parncular
Laws.

3.

GenErAL CusToMms, or the comMmon Law pro-
perly {o called, are founded upon immemorial uni-
verfal Ufage, whereof judicial Decifions are the Evi-
dence; which Decifions are preferved in the public

A 2 Records,
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Records, explained in the Year-Books and Reports,
and digefted by Writers of approved Authority.
4.

ParTIicuLAR Customs are thofe which are on-
ly in Ulfe within fome peculiar Diftriéts; as Gavel-
kind, the Cuftoms of L.onpon, &c.

5.

Thefe — 1. mufit be proved to exift; — 2. muft
appear to be legal; that 1s, immemorial, continued,
peaceable, reafonable, certain, compulfory, benefi-

cial, and confiftent; — 3. muft, when allowed, re-
ceive a ftri¢t Conftruction.
6.

ParTicuLaR Laws are {fuch as, by fpecial Cuf-

tom, are adopted and ufed only in certain peculiar
Courts, under the Superintendance and Controll of

the common and ftatute Law; namely, the Roman
civiL and canoN Laws.

7.
The WRITTEN or STATUTE l.aws are the Aéts
which are made by the King, Lords, and Com-
mons, in Parliament; to {upply the Defeés, or
amend what 1s amifs, of the unwritten Law.
8.
In order to moderate the Rigor of both the un-
written and written Law, i1n Matters of private

Right, it is the Office of EquiTy to interpofe.

CH aP.
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Cuaper. III

Of the COUNTRIES fubjelt to the Laws of
ENGL AND.

I.
HE ILaws of ENcLaND are not received in
their full Extent in any other Territories, be-
fides the Kingdom of Encranp, and the Dominion
of WaLEs; which have, in moft refpeés, an entire
Community of Laws.
2.
ScoTLAND, notwithftanding the Union, retains

1t’s own municipal Laws; though fubjeét to Regu-
lation by the BriTisu Parliament.

g,
JI

Berwick 15 {ubjet to the Scors Law, but bound
by all Aéts of Parliament.

4.
IRELand 1s a diftin& fubordinate Kingdom, go-
verned by the common Law of Encranp; but

not bound by modern Aé&s of the Britisu Parlia-
ment, unlefs particularly named.

5,
The Ifle of Man, the Norman Ifles, (as
GuerNsEY, &c¢,) and our PranTaTioNs abroad,

are governed by their own Laws; but are bound by

A&ts of the Britisu Parliament, if fpecially named
therein.

6. The
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6.

The Territory of IIncranp is divided, Ec-
CLESTASTICALLY, 1nto Provinces, Diocefes, Arch-
deaconries, rurul Deanries, and Parifhes.

7.

The civiL Divifion is, firft, into Counties, of
which fome are palatine ; then, fometimes, into
Rapes, Lathes, or Trithings; next into Flundreds,
or Wapcntakes; and, laftly, into Towns, Vills, or
T1things.

Cuapr. 1IV.

Of the OBJECTS of the Laws of ENGLAND ;
and, firft, of the ABsoLUTE RIGHTs of IN-
DIVIDUALS.

i |

HE Obje&ts of the Laws of ENGLAND are,
. Ricrrs. 2. WRonNGs.
2.

Ricurs are the Rights of Persons, or the
Rights of THinGs.

3.

The Rights of PErsowns are fuch as concern, and
are annexed to, the Perfons of Men: And, when
the Perfon 1o whom they are due is regarded, they
are called (fimply) Rrcurs; but, when we confider
the Perfon FroM whom they are due, they are then
denominated DuTrgs.

4. PER-
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4.
PeErsons are either naTuraL, that is, fuch as
they are formed by Nature; or arTIFICIAL, that

1s, created by huwman Policy, as Bodies politic or
CORPORATIONS.

5.

The Rights of naTuraL Perfons are, 1. Agrso-
LUTE, or {uch as belong to Individuals. 2. Rera-
TivE, or fuch as regard Members of Society.

. .

The assorut: RicuTs of INpDIVIDUALS, re-
cgarded by the municipal Laws, (which pay no At-
tention to DuTIEs of the abiolute Kind) compole
what 1s called political or civil Liger1y.

7.

Political or civil LizgrTy 1s the natural Li-
berty of Mankind, fo far reftrained by human Iaws
as 1s necefiary for the Good of Society.

3.

The abfolute Rights, or civil Liberties, of
ExcrisauMmeEn, as frequently declared 1n Parlia-
ment, are principally three; the Right of pErso-
NAL SccuriTy, of PErRsoNnaL LiBerTy, and of
PRIVATE I’ROPERTY.

9.
The Right of rErRsonaL SecuriTy confifts in

the legal Enjoyment of Life, Limb, Body, Health,
and Reputation.

10. 1 he
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10.
The Right of personarL LIBERTY confifts in
the free Power of Loco-motion, without illegal Re-
ftraint or Banifhment. |

1.
The Right of privaTe PropeErTY confifts in

every Man’s free Ufe and Difpofal of his own lawtul
Acquifitions, without Injury or illegal Diminution.
I2.

Befides thefe three prRiMARY Rights, there are
others which are seconp ARy and {fubordinate ; viz.
(to prelerve the former from unlawful Attacks)
1. The Conftitution and Power of Parliaments :
2. The Limitation of the King’s Prerogative: — And,
(to vindicate them when actually violated) 3. The
regular Adminiftration of public Juftice: 4. The
Right of Petitioning for Redrefs of Grievances :
5. The Right of Having and Ufing Arms for Self-

Defence.

CHAP
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Cuar. V.

Of the Rights of Perfons in PUBLIC RELA-
TIONS ; and therein, firfl, of the PARLIA-

MENT.
I.

HE ReraTions of Perfons are, 1. PusLic.
| 2. PrivaTe. The pusric Relations are thole
of MacisTraTESs and PeopLE. MAGISTRATES are
SUPREME, Or SUBORDINATE. And of SUPREME
Magiftrates, in EncrLanp, the PARLTAMENT I8
the fupreme LecisLaTIvE, the Kinc the fupreme
EXECUTIVE.

2.
PARLIAMENTS, in fome Shape, are of as high
Antiquity as the Saxon Government in this Ifland;
and have fubfifted, in their prefent Form, at leait five

hundred Years.
3.
The Parliament is affembled by the King's
Writs, and it’s Sitting muift not be intermitted a-
bove three Years.

4
It’s conftituent Parts are the King’s Majefty, the
Lords {piritual and temporal, and the Commons
reprefented by their Members: Each of which Parts
has a negative, or neceflary, Voice in making Laws.

5.
With regard to the cEniran Law of Parlia-
ment ; — It’s Power 1s abfolute: Kach Houfe 1s the

Judge
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Judge of it’s own Privileges: And all the Members
of either Houle are enutled to the Privilege of
Speech, of Perfon, of their Domeftics, and of their

L.ands and Goods.
6.

The recuriar Privileges of the L.ords are to
hunt 1n the King’s FForefts; to be attended by the
Sages of the Law; to make Proxies; to enter Pro-
tefts ; and to regulate the Eleclion of the fixtcen
Peers of NorTH-BRITAIN.

7.

The pecuriar Privileges of the Commons are
to raile Taxes on the Subjelt; and to determine the
Merits of their own Lileétions, with regard to the
Qualifications of the Electors, and Llected, and the
Proceedings at Elections themlielves.

8.

Bills are ufually twice read in each Houfe, com-
mitted, engrofled, and then read a third Time; and
when they have obtained the Concurrence of both
Houfes, and recewved the royal Affent, they be-
come Acts of Parliament.

9.

The Houfes may adjourn themfelves ; but the

King only can prorogue the Parliament.
10.

Parliaments are diffolved, 1. At the King’s
Will. 2. By the Demiue of the Crown, that 1s,
within fix Months after. 3. By L.ength of Time,
or having fate for the {pace of feven Years.

CH AP
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Cuapr. VL
Of the KING 5 and, firfl, of hus T1TLE.

I.
HE {upreme execuTtive Power of this King-
dom 1s lodged in a fingle Perfon; the King

or QUEEN.
2

This royal Perfon may be confidered with regard
to, 1. His Tide. 2. His Dignity. 3. His Dutres.
4. His Councils. 5. His royal Family. 6. His
Prerogative. 7. His Revenue.

3.

With regard to his Tritre; The Crown of
Enxcranp, by the pofitive Conftitution of the King-
dom, hath ever been defcendible, and {o continues.

4.

The Crown is defcendible in a Courfe peculiar to
it{elf.

- 5‘ -

This Courfe of Defcent is fubjeét to Limitation
by Parliament.

6.
Notwithftanding {fuch Limitations, the Crown re-
tains its defcendible Quality, and becomes hereditary
in the Prince to whom it is limited.

7. King
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7.

King EceerT, King CanvTe, and King
WirLrram 1. have been fucceflively conftituted the
common Stocks, or Anceftors, of this Deicent.

8.

At the Revolution the Convention of Eftates, or
reprefentative Body of the Nation, declared, that
the Milconduét of King JamEes II. amounted to

an Abdication of the Government, and that the
‘Throne was thereby vacanr.

9.

In confequence of this Vacancy, and from a Re-
gard to the antient Line, the Convention appointed
the next proteftant Heirs of the Blood royal of King
Cuarres I. to fill the vacant Throne, 1n the old
Order of Succeffion; with a temporary Exception,
or Preference, to the Perfon of King Wrrrram III.

10.

On the impending Failure of the proteftant Line
of King Crarvres I. (whereby the Throne might
agaln have become vacant) the King and Parhament
extended the Settlement of the Crown to the protei-
tant IL.ine of King James I. viz. to the Princefs
Soruia of HanoveRr, and the Heirs of her Body,
being Proteftants : And She i1s now the common

Stock, from whom the Heirs of the Crown muft
delcend.

CHuapr.
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Cuapr. VI

Of theKing’sDiconiTy,DuTies,Councivs,
and royal FaAMIiLY.

1.
HE King’s DioniTy confifts, 1. In his per-
fonal Sovereignty. 2. In his abfolute Perfec-
tion. 3. In his Perpetuity. 4. In his legal Ubiqui-
ty. 5. In that he is bound by no Statute, unlefs

{pecially named. 6. In that his Deed 1s a public
Record.

2.

The King’s DuTies are to govern his People
according to Law, to execute Judgment in Mercy,
and to maintain the eftablifhed Religion. Thefe are
his Part of the original Contra& between himfelf
and the People; founded in the Nature of Society,
and expreffed in his Oath at the Coronation.

3.
The KinG’s Councirs are, 1. The Parliament.

2. The Peers. 3. The Judges. 4. The privy
Council.

4.
‘The King’s royal Famiry are, 1. The Quzen,

cither regrant, confort, or dowager. 2. The
Prince and Princefs of WaLres, and the Princefs
royal. 3. The other Princes of the Blood.

(_ H A b,
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Cuarpr. VIIL

Of ¢he KING’s PREROGATIVE.

T

I.

PRB ROGATIVE is that {pecial Power and Pre-emi-

nence, which the Kinc hath above other Per-

fons, and out of the ordinary Courfe of Law, in
right of his regal Dignity.
2.

Such PreErocAaTIVES are either piIREcCT, Or IN-
ciDENTAL. The iNciDENTAL, arifing out of other

Matters, are confidered as they arife: We now treat

only of the pirEcCT.
3.

In PrerocAaTIVE coniifts the executive Power
of Government.

4.

In rForeicoN Concerns; the King, as the Repre-
fentative of the Nation, has the Right or PrRErO-
caTivE. 1. Of fending and receiving Embafiadors.
2. Of making Treaties. 3. Of proclaiming War
or Peace. 4. Of ifluing Reprifals. 5. Of granting
Safe-Condudts.

5.
In pomEesTIic Affairs; the Kinc 1s confidered as

the General of the Kingdom, and may raife Fleets
and Armies, build Forts, and confine his Subjects

within the Realm, or recall them from foreign

Parts.

6. The
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0.
The Kinc is alfo the Fountain of Juftice, and
general Confervator of the Peace; and therefore may

erect Courts, profecute Offenders, pardon Crimes,
and iffue Proclamations.

7.
He is likewife the Fountain of Honour, of Of-
fice, and of Privilege,

8.
He 1s alfo the Arbiter of poMmesTic Commerce
( not of ForREIGN, which is regulated by the Law of
Merchants; ) and 1s therefore entitled to the Erec-

tion of public Marts, the Regulation of Weights
and Meafures, and the Coinage or lL.egitimation of

Money.

9.
The Kinc 1s, laftly, the {upreme Head of the

Church; and, as fuch, regulates Synods, nominates

Bifhops, and receives Appeals 1 all ecclefiaftical
Caufes.

C m A Pp.
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Cuapr. IX.

Of the KING'S ORDINARY REVENUE.

X.
HE Kinc’s REVENUE 1s either oRDINARY
Or EXTRAORDINARY. And the ORDINARY
1S, 1. EccLEsiAasTicAL. 2. TEMPORAL.
2.

The King’s EccLEsiasTicaL Revenue confifts
in, I. T'he Cuftody of the Temporalties of vacant
Bifhopricks. 2. Corodies and Penfions. 3. Extra-
parochial Tithes. 4. The firft Fruits and Tenths

of Benefices.
3.

The Kinc’s ordinary TemMporaL Revenue con-
fits in, 1. The demefne Lands of the Crown.
2. The hereditary Ixcife; being Part of the Confi-
deration for the Purchafe of his feodal Profits, and
the Prerogatives of Purveyance and Pre-emption.
3. An annual Sum iffuing from the Duty on Wine
Licences; being the Refidue of the fame Confide-
ration. 4. His Forefts. 5. His Courts of Juftice.
6. Royal Fifh. 7. Wrecks, and Things jetfam,
flotfam, and higan. 8. Royal Mines. 9. Treafure
trove. 10. Waifs. 11. Eftrays. 12. Forfeitures
for Offences, and Deodands. 13. Efcheats of Lands.
i4. T'he Cuftody of Ideots and ILunatics.

(11 A P.
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Cuapr. X.

sz‘be KING'Ss EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE.

1.
HE KiNG’s EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE
confifts in Aids, Subfidies, and Supplies,
oranted him by the Commons in Parliament.
2.
Heretofore thefe were ufually raifed by Grants of
the (nominal) TENTH or FIFTEENTH Part of the
Moveables in every Townfhip; or by Sussipigs

aflefled upon Individuals, with refpect to their ILLands
and Goods.

3.

A new Syftem of Taxation took place foon after
the Revolution : Our modern Taxes are therefore,
1. ANNvaL., 2. PERPETUAL.

4.

The annual Taxes are, 1. The Land Tax, or
the antient Subfidy raifed upon a new Affefiment,
2. The Malt Tax, being an annual Excile on Malt,
Mum, Cyder, and Perry.

5.

The perpreETvAaL Taxes are, 1. The Cuftoms,
or Tonnage and Poundage of all Merchandize ex-
ported and imported. 2. The Excile Duty, or in-
land Impofition, on a great Variety of Commodi-
ties. 3. The Salt Duty, or Excife on Salt. 4. The
Poft Office, or Duty for the Carriage of L.etters.

B 5. The
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5. The Stamp Duty on Paper, Parchment, &c.
6. The Duty on Houlfes and Windows. 7. The
Duty on Licences for hackney Coaches and Chairs.

8. The Duty on Offices and Penfions.
0.

Part of this Revenue i1s applied to pay the Inte-
reft of the national Debt, till the Principal 1s dif-

charged by Parhament.
7.

The Produce of thefe {everal Taxes were origi-
nally feparate and sprciFic Funps, to anfwer spE-
ciric LLoans upon their refpective Credits ; but are
now confolidated by Parliament into three principal
Funds, the AGGREGATE, GENERAL, and SouTH-
SEA Funds, to anfwer aLt the Debts of the Nation ;
the public Faith being alfo {fuperadded, to fupply De-
ficiencies, and {trengthen the Security of the Whole.

. 8.

The Surpluffes of thefe Funds, after paying the
Intereft of the national Debt, are carried together,
and denominated the sinkince Fund: Which, un-
lefs otherwife appropriated by Parliament, is an-
nually to be applied towards paying off fome Part of
the Principal.

Q.

But, previous to this, the sinkinc IFund 1s
charged to make up the Deficiencies, if any, 1n the
civiL List; which 1s the immediate proper Reve-
nue of the Crown, fettled by Parliament on the King
at his Accefiion, for defraying the Charges of civil

Government.
CHu aP.
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Cuaarpr. XI

Of suBORDINATE Magiftrates.

I
UporpinaTe Magiftrates, of the moft general
Ufe and Authority, are, 1. SHERIFFs. 2. Co-
RONERS. 3. JusTicis of the Prace. 4. Con-
STABLES. 4. SurRVEvYoORs of the Hicawavs.
6. OvErRSEERS of the Poor.
2.

The Suer1rrF is the Keeper of each County, an-
nually nominated in due Form by the King; and
1s (within his County) a Judge, a Confervator of the
Peace, a minifterial Officer, and the King’s Bailiff.

3.

CoronNERS are permanent Officers of the Crown.
in each Cournty, eleéted by the Freeholders; whofe
Office it i1s to make Enquiry concerning the Death
of the King’s Subjelts, and certain Revenues of the

Crown; and alfo, in particular Cafes, to fupply the
Office of Sheriff.

4.

JusTices of the Peack are Magiftrates in each
County, ftatutably qualified, and commiffioned by
the King’s Majefty ; with Authority to conferve the
Peace; to hear and determine Felonies, and other
Mifdemefnors; and to do many other A¢ts, com-
mitted to their Charge by particular Statutes.

B2 5. Cow-
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5.
ConsTtaBLEeEs are Officers of Hundreds and
Townthips, appointed at the Leet, and empowered
to preferve the Peace, to keep Watch and Ward,
and to apprehend Offenders.
6.
SurveEvors of the HicBwavs are Ofhcers
appointed annually in every Parifh; to remove An-
noyances in, and to direct the Reparation of, the

public Roads.
7.

OverseEERS of the Poor are Officers appointed
annually in every Parifh; to relieve fuch impotent,
and employ fuch fturdy Poor, as are sETTLED 1n
each Parifh, — by Birth ; — by Parentage; — by
Marriage ; — or by forty Days Refidence, accom-
panied with, 1. Notice. 2. Renting a ‘T'enement
of ten Pounds annual Value. 3. Paying their affefi-
ed Taxations. 4. Serving an annual Office. 5. Hir-
ing and Service for a Year. 6. Apprenticefhip.
2. Having a fufficient Eftate in the Parifh.

C . A P.
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Cuar. XII

Of the ProrLE, whether AL1ENS,or NATIVES;
and, among the latter, firft of the CLERGY.

I,
HUE ProrrLE are either Ariens, that is, born
out of the Dominions, or Allegiance, of the
Crown of GREaT BriTAiN; or NaTivEs, that 1s,
born within it.
2.

Allegiance i1s the Duty of all Subjeéts; being the
reciprocal Ttie of the People to the Prince, in return
for the Protection he affords them; and, in Na-
TIVES, this Duty of Allegiance is natural and per-
petual; in ALiens, i1s local and temporary only.

3.

The Rights of NaTives are alfo natural and

perpetual ; thofe of Ariens local and temporary

only; unlefs they be made Denizens by the King,
or naturalized by Parhament.

4-.
NaTives are alfo either CrLercy, that 1s, all
Perfons in holy Orders, or in ecclefiaftical Offices;

or Larty, which comprehends the reft of the Na-
tion.

5.

The cLericaL Part of the Nation, thus defined,
are, . Archbifhops and Bifhops. 2. Deans and
Chapters. 3. Archdeacons. 4. Rural Deans.

5. Parfons,
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5. Parfons, and Vicars; to whom there are gene-
rally rcquifite, holy Orders, Prefentation, Inftitu-

tuuon and Induction. 6. Curates. To which may
be added, #. Churchwardens. 8. Parith Clerks

and Sextons.

Cuapr. XIIL
Of twe LaiTy.

1.
HE LaiTy are divifible into three States;
CIVIL, MILITARY, and MARITIME.
2.

The crvrin State (which includes all the Nation,
except the Clergy, the Army, and the Navy; and
many Individuals among them allo;) may be divi-
ded inte the NosiviTy, and the CoMMONALTY.

3.

The Nopiriry are Dukes, Marquefies, Earls,
Vifcounts, and Barons. Thefe had antiently Duties
annexed to their refpective Honours: They are crea-
ted either by Writ, that 1s, by Summons to Parlia-
ment; or by the King’s Letters patent, that is, by
royal Grant: And they enjoy many Privileges,
exclufive of their {enatorial Capacity.

4.
The Commonarty confift of Knights of the

Garter, Knights Bannerets, Baronets, Knights of
the
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the Bath, Knights Bachelors, Ef{quires, Gentlemen,
Yeomen, Tradelmen, Artificers, and Liabourers,.
5.

The miLiTary State, by the ftanding conftitu-
tional Law, confifts of the Militta of each County,
ratfed from among the People by Lot, officered by
the principal Landholders, and commanded by the
I.ord Liieutenant.

6.

The more difciplined occafional Troops of the
Kingdom are kept on foot only from Year to Year,
by Parliament; and, during that Period, are govern-
ed by martial Law, or arbitrary Articles of War,
formed at the Pleafure of the Crown.

7«

The MmariTIME State confifts of the Officers and

Mariners of the BriTisn Navy, who are governed

by exprefs and permanent Laws, or the Arucles
of the Navy, eftablifhed by A& of Parliament.

C uap.
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Cuapr XIV.

Of the PRIVATE RELATIONS of MASTER and
SERVANT, and of HusBAND and WiFE.

I.
THE PRIVATE, oeconomical, ReraTions of
Perfons are thofe of, 1. MasteEr and SERr-
vanT. 2. Huspanp and Wire. 3. PArRENT and
CuriLp. 4. GuarpranN and Warp.
2.

The firft Relation may f{fubfift between a Mas-
TER and four Species of SErvanTs; (for Slavery
15 unknown to our ILLaws:) viz. 1. Menial Ser-
vants; who are HIRED. 2. Apprentices; who are
sounD by Indentures. 3. L.abourers; who are ca-
{fually EmMpPLOYED. 4. Stewards, Bailiffs, and Fac-
tors; who are rather in a MINISTERIAL State.

3.

From this Relation refult divers Powers to the

Mafter, and Emoluments to the Servant.
4.

The Mafter hath a Property in the Service of his
Servant; and muit be anfwerable for fuch Aéts as
the Servant does by his exprefs, or implied, Com-

mand.

5.

The fecond private Relation is that of Mar-
r1AGE; which includes the reciprocal Rights and

uties of Huspanp and WIFE.
6. Mar-
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6.

Marr1acE 1s duly contratted between Perfons,
1. Confenting: 2. Free from canonical Impedi-
ments, which make it voipasLe: 3. Free alio
from the civil Impediments, — of prior Marriage ;
~of Want of Age; —of Non-Confent of Parents,
8c, where requifite; — and of Want of Reafon
either of which make 1t totally vorp. And it muit

be celebrated by a Clergyman, in due Form and
Place.

7
Marriage is diffolved, 1. By Death. 2. By Di-
vorce in the {piritual Courty not a Menfa & Toro
only, but a Vinculo Matrimonii, for canonical Caufe

exifting previous to the Contract. 3. By A& of
Parliament; as, for Adultery.

3

By Marriage the Hufband and Wife become one
Perfon in Law; which Unity is the principal Foun-

dation of their refpective Rights, Duties, and Difa-
bilities.

CHuap,
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Cuauar. XV.

Of thHe PRIVATE RELATIONS 0f PARENT and
CHiLD, and of GUARDIAN and WARD.

Y.
HE third, and moft univerfal, private Rela-
tton 1s that of ParenTt and CuriLp.
2.
CHILDREN are, 1. LEcrtimaTEe; being thofe
who are born 1in lawful Wedlock, or within a com-

petent time after. 2. BasTArDs, being thofe who
are not fo.

3.
"The Duties of Parents to LEciTiMmaTt Children

are, I. Maintenance. 2. Protection. 3. Educa-
tion.

4.
The Power of Parents confifts princpally in
Correction, and Confent to Marriage. Both may

after Death be delegated by Will to a Guardian;

and the former alfo, living the Parent, to a Tutor
or Mafter.

5.
The Duties of LEciTiMmaTEe Children to Parents
are Obedience, Protettion, and Maintenance.
6.

The Duty of Parents to BasTarDS is only that
of Maintenance.

v, The
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7.

The Rights of a Bastarp are fuch only as he
can acquire; for he is incapable of inheriting any
thing.

8.

The fourth private Relation is that of GuarDIAN
and Warp, which is plainly derived from the Iaft;
thefe being, during the Continuance of their Rela-
tion, reciprocally fubje& to the fame Rights and
Duties.

9.

Guarpians are of divers Sorts. 1. Guardians
by Nature, or the Parents. 2. Guardians for Nur-
ture, afligned by the ecclefiaftical Courts. 3. Guard-
ians 1 Socage, affigned by the common Law.
4. Guardians by Statute, affigned by the Father’s
Will.  All {fubjeét to the Superintendance of the
Court of Chancery.

10.

FurLr Ace in Male or Female for all Purpofes is
the Age of twenty one Years; (different Ages be-
ing allowed for different Purpofes;) ull which Age
the Per{fon 1s an INFANT.

II.

An InranT, in refpeét of his tender Years, hath
various Privileges, and various Difabilities in Law:
Chiefly with regard to Suits, Crimes, Eftates, and
Contracts.

CHAP
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Cuapr. XVI

Of Bodzes politic, or CORPORATIONS.

I.

Opikes politic, or CORPORATIONS, which are
arTIiFiciaL Perfons, are eftablifhed for pre-

ferving in perpetual Succeffion certain Rights, which,

being conferred on naTuraL Perfons only, would

fail in Procefs of Time.

2-
Corporations are, i. AGGREGATE, confifting of

many Members. 2. SoLE, confifting of one Perfon
only.
3.

Corporations are alfo either spirITUAL, ereted
to perpetuate the Rights of the Church; or rav.
And the ray are, 1. CiviL; erefted for many
temporal Purpofes. 2. ELEEMOsYNaRY ; erected to
perpetuate the Charity of the Founder.

4.

Corporations can only be ere&ted, and named, by

virtue of the King’s royal Charter.
5.

The Powers incident to all Corporations are,
1. To maintain perpetual Succeffion. 2. To at in
their corporate Capacity like an Individual. 3. To
hold Lands, fubjeét to the Statutes of Mortmain.

4. To have a common Seal. 5. To make By-Laws.
Which



