Resolution

We, the delegates to the 2008 Libertarian Party National Convention, in order to more fully expound on our Platform Plank on “Crime and Justice”, do hereby resolve that:

1. We support a return to the original standard of due process for jury trials, that when there are mixed questions of fact and law, as there are in all criminal cases, all parties shall have the right not to have the bench make decisions on questions of law until all parties have completed making their arguments, and to defer making those arguments until they can be made to the jury, who, in reaching a general verdict (such as guilty or not guilty), must necessarily review the decisions of the bench. The only exception would be for motions in limine by the defense in which the issues of law cannot be argued without disclosing evidence properly excluded.

2. We support the original due process right of parties and their attorneys to make any legal arguments to the jury without being penalized for doing so, and to provide the jury with copies of all pleadings, copies of constitutions, statutes, regulations, court cases, or other official documents relevant to the case, and to receive copies of amicus curiae briefs.

3. We oppose the rejection of persons for jury service on the basis of their superior knowledge of the law or involvement with judicial reform activities.

4. We support the constitutional requirement for all jurors, as judicial officers, to take an oath or affirmation to support the Constitution for the United States,
 and for state trials, to support the constitution of that state, and to receive copies of such constitutions.

5. We support the constitutional requirement that all federal criminal trials shall be decided by a jury,
 with no option for the defendant to plead guilty or waive his right to a jury verdict.

6. We support the original standard of due process that all trial juries, in all jurisdictions, federal, state, local, or military, consist of at least twelve citizens, drawn from a randomly selected pool of their peers.

7. We support the original right of parties to allow the jury to ask its own questions of the bench, parties, amici curiae, or witnesses, and even call its own witnesses.

8. We oppose penalties or removal of jurors for any arguments they may make to fellow jurors during jury deliberations, especially legal arguments.

9. We support the original right of any persons to submit petitions directly to grand juries of 23 citizens randomly selected from the jurisdiction, and in particular, bills of indictment from private citizens that, if granted, authorize them to conduct criminal prosecutions independent of the public prosecutor.

10. We support the full restoration of the original remedy of writs of quo warranto, enabling any citizen to demand proof from any official of his authority to take some action, and if such proof is not provided within 21 days, prohibiting such action, or removing him from office.
 Such proof shall consist of an unbroken logical chain of authority derived from the applicable constitution.

11. We support the duty and authority of grand juries to decide whether or which court has jurisdiction in a case, and whether a official has acted within his jurisdiction, and if not, denying him immunity from suit or prosecution.

12. We support the right of indictment by grand jury in all jurisdictions, federal and state.
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