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bis time of service should expire. The President has
frequent opportunities to see the members of Congress
and persuade them ; and as he himself has the appoint-
ment of most persons who hold offices, he might threat-
en to remove, or promise to keep them in their places,
and thus destroy their freedom of election.

Q. How do these electors proceed ?

A. The electors appointed by each state meet in the
states that appointed them, and vote by ballot for the
President, and for another officer called the Vice Presi-
dent of the United States. The electors all meet on
one and the same day in their several states; the day is
fixed by Congress.

Q. What do you mean by voting by ballot 2

A. When it is wished to conceal the manner in which
each particular person voted, and yet to know what is
the opinion of the greater number of voters, the voters
instead of speaking their minds, put each a piece of
folded paper into a box ; these papers are called ballots,
and when all have voted, these ballots are examined and
counted. ,

Q. May both the persons whom the electors of any
state vote for, as President and Vice President, be na-
tives of that state in which they are voted-for ?

A. No; only one of them ; the other must be a na.
tive of some other state. _ ‘

Q. How do they distinguish which of the persons js
voted for as President and which as Vice President ?

A. The ballots are taken separately, on different
pieces of paper, and jt is besides written on the ballet:
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whether the person is voted for asthe one or as the other.
Separate lists are kept in which they put down the
mames of all the persons who are voted for, either as
President or as Vice President, and the number of votes
given for each ; these lists are signed by the electors,
and then sealed up and sent to the seat of government
directed to the President of the Senate. For the great-
er security, two copies are made, one of them is sent
by the mail, and another by a messenger, sent for the
express purpose of carrying it.

Q. What does the President of the Senate do withr
these lists ?

4. He opens them in the presence of the Senate and
the House of Representatives, who are all met in one
hall to be present when the votes are counted. Each
House appoints some of its own members who unite in a
eommittee and count all the -votes; when the person
baving the greatest number of votes for President is de-
clared to be the President, and he who has the most votes
for Vice President is declared Vice President of the
United States.

Q. Suppose no one person has a majority (that is
more than half ) of all the votes for President, is the per-
son who has the most votes considered as chosen ?

4. No.

Q. What is done in that case ?

A. The House of Representatives immediately pro-
ceed to choose, by ballot, from those persons, not more
than three, who stand the highest on the list of votes for
President, one to be President of the United States.

v
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Q. Are they bound to choose the person who has

most votes ?

A. No; they may take either one of those three per-
sons who have the most votes.

Q. Do they vote, on this ocgasion, in a different man-
ner from what they do on all other occasions ?

A. Yes; in choosing the President they vote, not by
single members, but by States ; that is, each State has
one vote only, whether its Representatives are many or
few : and a majority of the whole number of States is
necessary to a choice.

Q. Must all the States vote ?

A. All may vote if they are present and desire it 3
but if only two thirds of the States vote, the election is
good.

Q. Suppose the House of Representatives cannot, or
do not, choose any one, must there be no President ?

A. In that case, the Vice Pres1dem must perform the
duty of President.

Q. If neither of the persons voted for by the Electors
as Vice President has a majority of all their votes, what
is done ?

A. The Senate then chooses one of the two persons‘

who have the most votes. A majority of the whole
number of Senators is necessary to the choice, but two
thirds of their number is sufficient to vote.

Q. May any person be chosen President of the United
States ?

4. Not every person ; none may be chosen unless
he has been born in the United States, or was a citizen

i
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when the Constitution was agreed to, nor can such a
one be chosen if he is less than thirty-five years old, or
if he has not resided within the United States for four-
teen years.

Q. May any person be chosen Vice President ?

A. No one may be chosen as Vice President who
is forbidden by the above rule to be chosen as Presi-
dent. .

Q. Suppose t e President of the United States should
die, or should be put out of office, or should resign his
office, or should from any causé be unable to do the
duties which belong to it, what is to be done ?

A. His duties must then be performed by the Vice
President. -

Q. But suppose the same thing should have happen-
ed to the Vice President also ?

A. Then the Congress must declare by law who shall
perform the duties till another President is chosen, or
till the President is again able to perform them himself.
Q. Does the President receive any thing for his ser-
vices ? '

A. The honor of filling so high and honorable a sta-
tion by the choice of a great and free people, and the
glory of leaving his name in their history as the faithful
friend and father of his country, is, of itself, enough to
fill the wishes 8f the most aspiring mind, and no doubt
the place would be sought as eagerly as it now is, though
not a dollar should be given to the man who fills it ; but
because his station exposes him to great expenses he is
allowed a salary sufficient to meet them.
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Q. What is the amount of the President’s salary, that
is, the sum of money paid him by the United States
every year ?

A. It is at present fixed at twenty-five thousand dol-
lars. -

Q. May he receive any other money from the United
States, or from any one State ?

A. No ; he is expressly forbidden to receive any
other sum of money than his salary.

Q- Why?

A. Lest, if any State allowed him money, he might
be led to favor that State more than the others ; and lest,
if he was suffered to receive other sums from the United
States, he might amass so much money as should make
him a dangerous citizen to a free country.

Q. Does the President take any oath before he en-
ters upon his office ?

4. Yes.

Q. What is an oath? N

A. It is a solemn calling upon God, who knows the
bearts of all men, and will call every rpari to account for

“his conduct in this world, to bear witness that what a
man says is true, or that what he promises he means to
perform. :

Q. What is the President’s oath of office ?

A. Tt is in these words—*“I do solemnly swear, that
[ will faithfully execute the office of President of the
United States ; and will, to the best of my ability, pre-
serve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the Unit-
ed States.”

'éx“
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Q. What are the powers which belong.to the Presi-
dent ?

A. He is commander in chief, both of the army and
navy ; every officer of both, from the highest to the low-
est, is obliged to obey his orders.

Q- Arg the officers of the militia obhged to obey
them ?

A. Yes, whenever the militia are called out in the ser-
vice of the United States ; (at other times they are under
the command of the Governors of their own States.)

Q. Has he any other powers ?

A. Yes; he may grant reprieves and pardons for
offences against the United States. - ’ N

Q. What is a reprieve 2 ‘

/A. When a person has been tried, found gunlty, and
condemned to be punished on a certain day, a reprieve
is a putting off of the punishment to some other time.

Q. What is a pardon ?

A. It is the delivering of a condemned person from
the punishment of his offence. A reprieve only delays
punishment ; a pardon prevents it entirely.

Q. May the President do this in all cases of oﬁ'ences
against the United States ?

A. _In all cases, except cases of impeachment.

Q. What other powers has he ?

A. He has a very solemn power, that of making
Treaties for the United States with other nations.

Q. Why is this so solemn a power ?

/. Because a treaty is the supreme law of the land, and
usually concerns matters of great importance to us all.

=z
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Q. Is nobody joined with the President in this pow-
er? or may he make any agreement he thinks fit, with
other nations ? '

A. This power is so great and weighty, that the Con-
stitution will entrust it to no one man. Even the Presi-
dent cannot make a treaty without the consgnt of the
Senate of the United States ; nor is it sufficient that a
majority of the Senate agree to it ; two thirds of all the
Senators who are present when the vote is taken, must
agree to any treaty, before it is binding on the United
States.

Q. Has the President any other power ?

/. Yes ; powers of nomination and appointment.

Q. What do you mean by this ?

A. When persons are to be employed to do the du-
ties of certain great public offices, none can be so em-
ployed but those whom the President first nominates ;
that is, proposes to the Senate, and whom the Senate
consent to have employed ; and when the Senate has
given this consent, the persons cannot act in their office
till they receive orders to do so from the President ;—
such an order is called their appointment, and when put
in writing it is called their commassion.

Q. What officers are appointed in this manner ?

A. Ambassadors and foreign Ministers ; (that is, per-
sons sent by the United States to the Government of
some other nation, either to prepare some public treaty,
or to reside there as the representative of this country).
Consuls, (persons sent by this country to reside in the
ports of other nations, to protect our commerce ; that is,

:
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to see that our vessels, our sailors, and the property of
our merchants, are properly treated there, according to
the treaties and laws of both countries). dudges of the
Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United
States, except those who are expressly ordered by the
Constitution to be appointed by some other person than
the President. )

Q. May the President appoint any officer without the
consent of the Senate ?

A. Yes, if Congress makes a law giving him the pow-
er ; but this applies ouly to inferior officers, that is, such
as have other officers over them. ,

Q. May Congress give the appointnfent of such offi-
cers to any other than the President ? -

A. Yes; it may give it to the Courts of Law, or to
the Heads of Departments.

Q. What do you mean by the Heads of Depart-
. ments?

.A. This name is given to certain officers who have
the chief care under the President, of the four great
branches of the Government, called the Executive De-
partments ; and who are called the Secretary of State,
the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War,
and the Secretary of the Navy.

Q. Are the duties of these officers declared by the
Constitution ?

A. No; but by a law of Congress. They are, how-
ever, persons of great importance in our governments.
The Secretary of State attends to every thing which
‘concerns our affairs with other natiens ; and also to those

5%
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of the General Government with the Governments of the
different States ; the Secretary of the Treasury attends
to all that conceras the money of the United States ; the
Secretary of War manages the business of the army ; and
the Secretary of the Navy that which concerns our ves-
sels of war. All these officers are, however, “under the
control of the President; he may require their opinion
- in writing on any subject that belongs to their different
departments, but he is not bound by it; he may also
dismiss them from office.

Q. Suppose any of the officers whom the President
has appointed by the consent of the Senate should die,
or should resign his office, while the Senate is not sit-
ting ; what is to be done ?

A. The President may appoint another person in his
place who shall hold the office till the end of the next
meeting of the Senate.

Q. What are the duties of the President ?

A. He must from time to time give information to
Congress of the state of the United States.

Q. Does he know what is the state of the nation bet-.
ter than the Members of Congress ?

A. Yes; his office is such that he has a better oppor~
tunity of knowing it. Each Member of Congress resides
only in one State, but the President resides at a spot in
the middle of them all. It is the duty of all officers he-~
low him, to send reports of the various affairs in whichk
they are employed, to one or other of the Heads. of
Departments, and these lay all the knowledge they thus
obtain, before the President for his direction and assis~
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tance in the many and great duties he has to perform.
He is, therefore, of all other persons, best acquainted
with the general concerns of this nation.

Q. When does he lay this information before Con-
gress.

A. He makes a very full statement of it when they
first meet, in what is usually called the President’s
Speech ; and from time to time, while the two Houses
are met, he sends to each of them messages, in which
he gives more particular statements than he could do in
his first general speech.

' Q. Suppose Congress wish to know from the Presi-
dent something which he has not told them in his speech
or messages, may they call upon him to communicate it ?

A. Yes, and if he does not think that the public good
requires it to be kept secret, he always answers the call,
and gives them the knowledge they desired, if he can
do so.

Q. Does he do more than communicate information
to the Congress ?

A. Yes; his duty is also to recommend to them such _
things as he thinks will be for the advantage of the
country. v

Q. Are they obliged to do as he advises ?

A. No. They pay respectful attention to. what he
says to them, and listen to the reasons he gives in favor
of the measures he recommends, but they are at full
liberty to follow their own judgement in all cases.

Q. Isit to be desired that Congress should always
comply with the advice of the President ?
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A. No; for then his advice would, in time, come to
bave the-authority of a command ; it would be the Pres-
ident and not Congress who made the laws ; and the
liberty of the country would be in the greatest danger.
There is no more dangerous despot than one who can
make his will obeyed, and yet preserve the forms of a
free government. Augustus Cazsar ruled the whole
Roman Empire with absolute sway, yet did every thing
by resolves of the Senate, as if Rome was free.

Q. Suppose some very important matter should hap-
pen while Congress is not met, can the President call
them together ? '

A. Yes. He can call either both Houses, or only
one; if any law is to be made, both Houses must be
called ; if only a treaty or an appointment is to be made,
the Senate only need be assembled.

Q. Suppose, when both Houses are met, they should
find themselves unable to agree about the time at which
they will adjourn, (that is, cease to meet) can the Presx—
‘dent end the dispute ?

A. Yes, by adjourning both Houses.

Q. In that case, when are they to meet again ?

4. At any time the President fixes, when he adjourns
them.

Q. What other duty is required of the President ?

/4. He must receive all ambassadorg and foreign min-
isters ; that is, persons sent by other nations to make
treaties with us, or to reside here as representatives of
théir own government.

Q. Has he any other duty ?



\
5%

A. Yes, he has one great, general, and constant duty
for which all this power is put at his command,—it is
to take care that the laws shall be faithfully executed ;
that is, that whatever Congress orders shall be done, and
that whoever disobeys the laws shall be punished.

Q. May he be punished himself ?

A. We have already seen that every civil officer of
the United States may be impeached by the House of
Representatives, tried before the Senate, and, if guilty,
may be turned out of office. The crimes for which this
is done are chiefly treason and bribery. Treason, we
said, is making war against the United States, by en-
deavoring to resist or overturn the.govemmem 3 bribery
means the unlawful taking of money by an officer for
doing or omitting some act of his office.

Q. Does not every officer receive money for doing
the duties of his office ? '

A. Yes, the law allows him a certain sum ; but a bribe
is something more than this, given him not by the United
States, but by somebody who wishes him to favor them
in the exercise of his power as a public officer. It is
wicked to offer a bribe, it is still worse to accept one.

Q. Can there be no brivery but by means of money ?

A. Yes; bribes may be offered in various shapes;
any benefit or advantage offered to an. officer for an im-
proper end is a bribe.,

Q. What do you understand by a Court ?

JA. A place where a Judge sits to hear and determine
causes according to law. .

Q. Are Courts necessary ?
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A. Certainly. Wherever laws are made there must
be some way of determining when they have been dis-
obeyed, and of causing those who disobey them to be
punished. This is the use of a Court and of a Judge.
When one person believes that another has broken the
laws, to his injury, or to the injury of the public, he may
cause that person to appear before a Judge and have it
determined by witnesses, whether he has broken the
laws or not ; and if he has, he is forced to suffer such
a punishment as the law direets.

Q. Are there Courts in every State of the United
States ?

A. Yes. Each State appoints Judges of its own to
see that its laws are executed.

Q. Are there also other Courts belongmg to no par-
ticular State but to the United States ?

A. Yes.

Q. Are all these Courts equal, or is one superior to
another ?

A. They are not all equal—but in each State some
of the State Courts are set over others; and so it is with
the Courts of the United States.

Q. Why are they not all equal ?

A. Some are set over others, in order, that if one
makes any mistake it may be corrected by that above it.
When a citizen thinks he has been wronged in a lower
Court, he may take his cause to a higher one ; this is
called an appeal; and if in this higher Court, he still
thinks he is wronged, he may appeal to a court higher still,
until he has got to the highest Court in his own State.
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Q. Can he take his cause from the State Courts to
the Courts of the United States ?

A. No; not unless his cause has to do with a law
made by a State, which as he supposes is contrary to
the Constitution of the United States. That question
can be settled only by the Supreme Court of the United
States.

Q. Suppose his cause has to do with a law of the
United States and not a State law ?

A. He must g at once to the Courts of the United
States.

Q. What are these ? ’

- A. They consist of one Supreme Court, (the highest
of all,) and of such other Courts, under this, as Congress
may from time to time establish.

Q. Has Congress established any ?

A. Yes—it has appointed some which are called Cir-
euit Courts of the United States; and others, below
these, which are called District Courts of the United
States.

Q. What Judges sit in the Circuit Courts of the Unit-
ed States ?

A. The Judges of the United States Supreme Court.

Q. What Judges sit in the District Courts of the Unit-
ed States ?

A. District Judges.

Q. What kind of causes are tried in the Courts of the
United States ?

A. Any cause must be tried there in which the dis-

pute is about the true meaning of any part of the Con-
stitution.
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Q. What else? ‘ ST T

. All causes under the laws of the United States.

Q. Any others?

4. Yes; all which depend upon treaties betweer the-
United States and other nations. -

Q. What other causes ? :

*A. All in which Ambassadors or other public M'ms-
ters, or Consuls, sent to the United States by other gov-
ernments, are parties concerned.

Q. What others ?

A. All causes which concern the taking or detammg
of ships at sea, and all which concern crimes committed
at sea, or in harbors, or rivers—or in forts and dock-
yards, belonging to the United States. ot

Q. What other causes are tried in these Courts 7

A. All disputes in which the United States is a party ;
all disputes between one State and another State ; all in
which one of the States sues any person that is the citi-
zen of another of the States; all in which a citizen of
one State sues a citizen of another State ; all in which
eitizens of one and the same State lay claim to land un-
der grants of different States; all in which one of the
States sues a citizen of some foreign country ; and all in
which citizens of the United States, and citizens of any
other country sue each other. But not whereé citizens
of one State sue another State; or where citizens or
subjects of a foreign State sue one of the States of the
Union.

Q. Must all causes of these several kinds be begun in
one of the inferior courts of the United States, or may

LI
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any of them be commenced at once in the Supreme
Court ?

JA. All cases which have to do with ambassadors,
public ministers, and consuls ; and all those in which one
of the States is a party, may be begun in the Supreme
Court ; the others, after being commenced in the infer-
ior Courts of the United States, may be removed to the
Supreme Court by an appeal ;—but this is submitted to
the regulation of Congress, who may determine by law -
when it may be done, and in what manner.

Q. How are the Judges of the Courts of the Umted
States appointed ?

4. By the President, thh the advice and consent of
the Senate.

Q. How long do they remain in oﬂice ?

4. During good behavior; that is, until they resign
their office or are turned out of it for some great offence.

Q. Why are not Judges elected from time to time,
like Members of the House of Representatives and Sen-
ators ? and why may they not be removed from their
offices unless they are proved to be guilty of great
offences ?

. If Judges held their places at the mere good plea-
sure of the people, they would be greatly tempted to
act in a partial and improper manner in order to please
those who chose them to office, and to keep their favor;
but when they know that no man or number of men can
turn them out of office so long as they do their duty,
they administer justice without fear and ‘with an equal
regard to all who ask it.

6
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t Q. Why then should not Legislators hold their office
in the same way ?

4. Because they make the laws, while Judges only
explain and apply them ; it would be very dangerous to
hbeny to give our law makers power for life; they re-
quire restraint lest they should become our tyrants ;—
therefore their time of office is made short, go: that if the
people think them unwise or unfaithful they may refuse
to give them the office again.

Q. You said that the use of Courts was to determine
when the laws have been disobeyed, and causing those
who have disobeyed them to be pumshed How do
Courts answer this end ?

-~ 4. When a person is charged with having done some-
thing to his neighbor; or to the State, which is forbidden
by.law, the fact is judged of by a Jury.

Q. What do you mean by a Jury ?

A. A company of citizens, chosen by lot, and who
have no interest in .the matter, who listen to the proofs
brought against the person accused, and who then agree
among themselves whether the accusation has been prov-
ed or not. When they declare this agreement in opin-
ion, it is called their verdict; and according to this, the

" cause is decided.

Q. Is this a wise regulation ? ‘

A. Certainly. Thé trial by jury, is a most precious
privilege—as it secures to. every ‘man a fair hearing,
and is the best safe-guard of his liberty, property, and
life; all which might be taken from him by a partial
or corrupt Judge, if that officer alone had to decide
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on the guilt or innoeénce of tbose who are tried before
him.

Q. Does a Jury decide in cml suits- as well as in
criminal prosecutions ? :

4. 1 do not utiderstand the difference between them.

Q. By a civil suit, I mean one citizen’s calling ano-
ther into court to answer him for some injury committed
agamst him ; by a criminal prosecution, I mean a citi-
zen’s being brought up by a public accuser for some
crime committed against society at large, and for whlch
he is liable to public pumshment

A. A jury decides in both cases. When an officer
of the United States is impeached, the accuser is the
. House of Representatives, and the jury is the Senate;
but in ordinary prosecutions and suits, the jury consists
of twelve persons, residing near the place whare the act
was committed.

Q. May an accused person be tried in a different
State from that where the criminal act was committed ?

A. No.

Q. Suppose the act was committed at sea, or in some
other place not within any one of the States of the Union,
“where must the trial be held ?

A. Where Congress shall have appointed by law.

Q Ought all the public acts of a State, and of all its
courts and officers, to be recqrded in writing ?

A. Certainly ; not only to preserve a remembrance
of them, but that those persons who are affected by
these acts may be able to show proof of them, and if
injured, to obtain redress.
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Q. When such a record is made in_ope of the States,
and a copy of it, duly proved, is given, must that record
be received as proof by all the other States?

4. Yes. But Congress may determine by law in
what manner the record shall be proved for this pur-
pose.

Q. When a citizen of one State goes into any other
State of the Union, may he be treated as if he wasa
foreigner ? or may any difference be made between his
privileges and those of the citizens of that State ?

- . No. He shall enjoy every privilege which they

. do. : : ’ '

- Q. If a person charged with a crime in one State,
shall flee from justice into the bounds of another State,
is he safe from pursuit and trial ?

A. No. If the Governor of the State where the
crime was committed applies to the Governor of the
State where he has taken refuge, the latter shall cause
him to be delivered up. ,

Q. Suppose a slave in one State shall run away from
his master, and flee into another State, does he thereby
become free ?

A. No. On application of his master, and proof of
his being a slave, he must be given up.

Q. How many States were there which revolted from
Great Britain at the Revolution ?

4. Thirteen.

Q. Did they all agree to the Federal Canstitution at

“the time it went into operation ? :

A. Not all, but the rest came in soon after.
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Q. Was it then expected that other States would be
formed and jomn the Union ? *

4. Yes, and provision was made for admitting them.
Q. By whom were they to be admitted ?

A. By Congress. :

Q. Is their number limited ?

4. No.

Q. Or their population ?

‘A. Not by the Constitution ; but Congress has deter-
mined that a district or territory containing sixty thousand
inhabitants may be received into the Union as a State.

Q. Then that number of people in any of the States
may be erected into a new State ?

4. No. No new State can be formed within the
limits of a State already formed.

Q. May two States be united by Congress into one ?
or parts of two States be erected into a third State ?

A. Not unless the Legislatures of both such States
give their consent.

Q. When the Colonies separated from Great Britain
was their territory all peopled ?

A. Noj; large tracts of land in several of the States,
remained in its natural, wild state.

" Q. When the States united under the Constxtunon
what was done with these wild lands ?

A. They were given up by the several States that
ewned them, and set apart as common property, for the
good of the whole.

Q. Who has power to govern these térritories as they
become settled ? and to sell the land to settlers ?

6% '
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. The Congress of the United States.

Q. Have they since been extensively settled ?

- 4. Yes. Many new States have been formed within
their limits, and many more are expected to be. They
are in the mean while divided into several distinct por-
tions called territories, each of which has a form of gov-
ernment suited to its amount of population, and a Dele-
gate in Congress with power to speak, but not to vote in
that body. ,

Q. Has any State the right to set up a monarchical
form of government for itself, that is a government where
the supreme power is in the hands of a king ?

A. No. When the Colonies united they were all re-
publics, the new government they formed for the Union
was republican, and they then secured to every State
which had joined or should join the confederation, a re-
publican form of government.

Q. Who is to see that this regulation is carried into
effect ?

A. The Congress.

Q. Does Congress secure any other privilege to the
different States ? :

A. Yes. It must protect them from invasion by
an enemy. This is one of the most important benefits
of our Union ; each State has the protection of the

. whole.

— Q. Should unruly persons in any of the States attempt
by violence to resistand overturn the State Government,
and should they gain such strength that that State is:not
able to quell them, must Congress interfere ?
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4. Yes, if applied to by the Governor or Legislature
of such State.. But not to prevent a. peaceable alter-
ation of the laws attempted in a regular and proper
manner. . ) '

Q. The majority of the.people of any State may
certainly alter its laws, provided they do not violate the
Constitution : but may the Constitution itsel{ be altered ?

A. Yes. The Constitution being nothing more than
an expression of the will of the people of the United
States, is at all times within their own power, and they
may change it as they like, buu it ought not to be changed
till it is very clearly shown to be the wish of the people.

Q. How is this to be found out?

A. When two thirds of the members both of the Sen-
ate and of the House of Representatives shall agree in
opinion that an alteration would be proper, they may
state such alteration and propose it to be considered by
the people of all the States. The alteration must then
be considered by the Legislature of each of the States,
or by a Convention in each’ State, (which is a meeting
of persons chosen by the people for this particular
purpose) ; and if three fourths of the States agree
to the amendment, it then becomes a part of the Con-
stitution. ’

Q. But if three fourths of the States should thus
agree to an amendmeut which would deprive the re-
maining States against their will of their equal vote in
the Senate, would such amendment be binding.

* M. No. This case is provided against in the Consti-
stitution, and one other (in relation to slaves) which could



68

only happen previous to the year 1808 ; but as that year
is now past, no farther notice need be taken of it.

Q. What is the supreme law of the United States ?

4. The Constitution itself is supreme ; and all laws
and treaties made by Congress and the President, in
confermity with it, are superior to any law made by one
of the States, so that if the law of a State contradicts a
law of Congress, the State law is of no force, and the
United States law alone must be obeyed.

Q. What security have we that the Constitution wxll
be observed ?

A. The President, the Members of Congress, the
Members of all the State Legislatures, and all public of-
ficers of the United States, and of each one of the States,
takes an oath, when they enter upon their several offices,
to obey the Constitution. But the great security for its
observance lies in the wisdom and excellence of the
Constitution itself, and the conviction of the whole peo-
ple of the United States, that it is for their true interest
to observe it inviplate. It has been tried for fifty years,
and has done more to render this nation peaceable, pow-
erful and happy than any form-of government that ever
existed among men.

Q. You said that the Constitution, however wise or
good, might nevertheless be amended if the people of
the United States chose ? '

A. Yes; the Constitution says so expressly

Q. Has it ever been amended ?

/. Yes, several times.

Q. What was the subject of the first amendment ?
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.. A. The subject of religious freedom.

- Q. What do you mean by that?

!~ . T mean the right every man has to worship' God
in such way as he.thinks fit, without being called to ac-
ccount for his opinions, or punished for them.

Q. 1Is this a sacred right, which ought to be guarded
with the greatest care ?

A. Certainly. God alone is the Judge of our relig-
ious belief and service, and no man has a right to inter-
fere with it, so long as it does not lead .us to injure or
disturb our neighbor. A great part of the misery and
oppression which has existed in the world, began with
forcing men 1o do what their conscience disapproved.

Q. What amendment was made m the Constitution
on this subject ?

-. Congress was forbldden to.make any- law respect-

ing an establishment of religion ; that is, giving the pre-

ference to any one form of religion above another, and
making, laws to support it ; of making laws to prevent
men from freely .holding or observing any particular
form of religious belief and practice. ~

Q. Was any other subJect introduced mto the same
amendment ? :

A. Yes; the freedom of speech and the freedom of
the press.

Q. What do you understand by these expressions ?

A. In a free country like ours, every citizen has a
right to express his opinion of the character and conduct
of our rulers, and of the laws they make for our govern-
ment ; to forbid this, or punish it, would be highly dan-
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gerous to our liberty. If those chosen by their fellow
citizens to rule the State, rule in a foolish or wicked man-
ner, it ought to be known, that they may be speedily
turned out of office ; but if nobody might find fault with
them without danger of punishment, their bad condact
would never be exposed, and they might continue in
power to the great injury of us all. The right to speak
our opinions is the freedom of speech ; and the right to
print them, that they may be read by others, is the free-
dom of the press.

Q. But suppose I say of my rulers what is fa]se and
injurious, may I not be punished ?

A. Yes, if they can prove in a court of justice that
what you have said is false, and that your saying or pub-~
lishing it has injured them. So may any of your fellow
citizens. But you are still at liberty to speak and to
print, being liable to the consequences if you abuse your

" liberty.

Q. If the people shall be of opinion that any of the
acts of their rulers have been wrong, may they meet to-
gether to petition, that is publicly to ask, that these acts
may be altered ?

A. Yes, if they meet peaceably ; but if they behave
in a riotous or disorderly manner, they may, and ought
to be punished.

Q. May they meet with arms in their hands ?

A. Yes; the right to keep and to carry arms is one,
which belongs to the citizens at all times; but arms
must not be used except to support the laws or to resist -

- an enemy.
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Q. As the public safety requires that the Government
should employ hired soldiers, as well as the militia, may
these soldiers be sent to live in the house of any citizen
and at his'expense, without his consent ?

A. Never, when the nation is at peace. When it is
at war, it may often be necessary to do this; but the
Constitution declares that even' then, it must only be
done according to law; not according to the mere good
pleasure of an officer of the army, but in a manner which
the Representatives of the people shall lay down.

-Q. Has the Government power to enter the house of
a citizen and search it, and to take him, and his papers,
and his property, at any time it thinks fit ?

A. No. It is sometimes necessary and proper to
seize a man’s person and property, and to search his
papers ; but this may pever be done, until some of his
fellow citizens charge him with some offence which
would require this to be done, make it appear pro-
bable that he is guilty, and swear to what they declare
against him. Then a Judge gives to an officer a war-
rant to search or to seize ; but the warrant must say par-
ticularly what places are to be searched, and what per-
sons or property is to be seized. Otherwise no man
would be secure.

Q. Suppose 1 am accused by my neighbor of some
crime which is punished with death, (these are called
capital crimes) or which would render me infamous in
society ; must I be seized and tried because he has
accused me?
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A. No. You must be either confincu ui 1 susui
other mauner prevented from going away, until bis accu-
sation’ is laid before a number of your fellow citizens,
called & Grand Jury, who swear to act fairly in the case.
Theyihear your accuser and all the proof he has to bring

agamst you, and if they think- that he is wrong in 'sup-"
posing you guilty, and that his proof is not sufficient,

they refuse to have you tried, and you are set at liberty.
But if they think his proof is such that you ought to be
tried, they deliver to the Court what is called a Bill of
Indictent ; that is, a paper setting forth the ¢rime you

are said to have done, and according to this you are -

tried. So that no man can be put on his trial, tll. many
impartial men think and swear that there is reason to
believe he is guilty.

Q. Does what you have now said, apply to soldxers .

and sailors in the army and the fleet ?

A. No; they are tried according o certain rules and
regulations, called articles of war, to which they swear
to submit when they become soldiers or sailors.

Q. Does it apply to citizens who are in the militia ?

4. No, not when engaged in actual service, in time
of war or public danger; they are then subject to the
articles of war. It applies to them at all other times.

Q. What other rights are secured to an accused per-
son ?

A. Whoever is accused of a cnmmal offence, (that
means an offerice for which he is to be tried by the
State) shall have a speedy and public trial. He nay not
be kept confined longer than is necessary, nor may he

-—
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bestried -in. d -sesrcs place; b openly before: all, who
choote to.attend. And.he shell have a Jury of: impar-
. ¢mbmen to-wy him. (The trial by Jury has heen al-
ready explained.) The men whe compose his jury
mast be of the saree State, and -of the same district,
avheve the offence is said to0 have been committed. He
‘must-be fully isfosmed of the nature of the charge
braught against him, and how it came to be made.
. -G Seppess- he kmews of persoms who could prove
hice net guilty of the chasge, but they live far off, or are
uswwilling. 10 estend bhis trial, ean he foree them to come ?
-, Yes. The Court will grant him a certain paper,
called:a Writ of Subpoens, and send it by an officer, to
evory -persen he wamts as a witness in his favor ; and
suchpenona mobbged to come, or be heavily pun-
‘ishedr
Q. Has he any other prmlege ?
-/ Yes, he has a right to have the advice of a lawyer
, o sid Jim in his defence, and to-plead his cause ?

Q. Can-he be fomdtobenr witness agmnsthlmself’

JA. No.

Q. If be is-once tried and net found guilty, may he
be agein tried for the seme offence ?

4. If itis an offence, which if proved against him,
would put him in danger of losing his hfe, or suffering

any bodily injury, he may not.

Q Are my life, liberty, and property guarded by the
Constitution, se that no man is allowed to touch either
of them, except according. to the laws of the land ?

A. They are. '

7
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Q. But if my ppoperty is wanted for a useful pubhc
object, may it not be taken from me ?

A. Yes, but you must be paid the full value of it i
money.

Q. Suppose I am sued by my neighbor, about some
property, am I to have a Jury to try the cause ? -

4. Yes, if the amount in dlspute is-more than twenty
dollars.

Q. You said that when a person is charged with a
criminal offence, he must be confined, or otherwise pre-
vented from going away, till a Grand Jury has heard
the accusation and proof against him. How else can
he be restrained from going off, but by confining him-?

A. By obliging him' to bring forward persons  who-
will become his Bail; that means, who will agree to
forfeit a certain sum of money if he goes away and doesi
not return to be tried. ,

Q. Who has power to say how much money they
shall agree to forfeit ?

A. The Judge, before whom the man is. accuséd.‘ '

Q. May he fix any sum he pleases ?

A. No.. The sum is to be according to- the: nature
of the crime, and the danger of the accused man’s run--
ning away, but it may not be made so great as to be
cruel or unjust.

Q. Are offences ever punished by a ﬁhe that is, hy
obhgmg the offender to pay a sum‘of money # - * '

'A. Yes. But here the same rule - appliesi. The *
sum must not be made out of proportion to the offence, -
and the circumstances of the offender. .
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Q. May a Judge contrive new punishments out of
his ewn head, or order such as are not in common use
for such offence as has been committed ?

. A. No. . _
Q. Because the Constitution only speaks of certain -
rights belonging to citizens of the United States, does it

follow that the citizens have no rights but these ?

A. By no means. ,

Q. Has the United States Government any power
but such as is contained in the Constitution ?

A. No.

Q. Have the different States of the Union all the
powers which rightfully belong to a State, except those
which are denied to them by the Constitution ?

A. Yes. When the States united to form a consti-
tution for their General Government, they agreed to
give up to that government some of the powers they
had before, and they set down in the Constitution what
these powers were. All other powers they keep. The
same- thing is true respecting the people. All the pow-
ers they have not given up to the State Governments
or to the General Government, they keep in their own
* hands. '

o e@PBue -

CONCLUSION.

Avp now, my young friends, having gone through a
short, and I hope, clear and intelligible view of this Con-
stitution, I have a few parting words to say to each ane
Of you'



6

In the first place, censider how happy and bow highly
favored is our country, in having & system .ef gevern-~
ment so wisely ealgulated to secure the life, liberty, and
happiness of all its citizens. Had you lived or. 4savelled
in other parts of the world, you would be much more
sensible of this, than you can possibly be without such
an opportunity of comparing our lot with that of others,
But, as your reading increases, particularly in history
and in travels, you will be able to form a more just
estimate of what you enjoy. When you read of the
oppressmn which has been, and still is exercwed, Ido
not say in Africa and Asia, whose inhabitants are but -
partially civilized—but even in the most ealightened
countries of Europe ; under absolute monarehs, a proud
and haughty nobility—a worldly, selfish, and ambitious
priesthood—a vast and rapacious standing army, and a

_host of greedy officers of govermment ; and then tum
your eyes on your own happy home, a land where none
of these evils has any place—where the peeple first
make the laws and then obey them—where they-can
be oppressed by none, but where every man’s persos,
property, and privileges are surrounded by .the law,
and sacred from every thing but justice and the public
good ; how can you be sufficieatly grateful to a benefi-
cent Providence, which has thus endowed our country
with blessings equally rich-and rare ? '

In the next place, remember that this precious Con-
stitution, thus wise, thus just, is your birth-right. It bas
been earned for you by your fathers, who counselled
-much, labored long, and shed their dearest blaad, to
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win it for their. childeen. - To themyit wes the fruit of .
" toil and: denger—to you, it is.a-giR. Do not slight it
on that eccount, but prize it as you ought. kt:is yours,
no. human power can deprive you of it;-but your own
{olly and -wickedness. To undervalue, is one of the
surest ways to lose it. Take pains to know what the
Coustitution is—the more you study, the higher you
will esteem it. The better you understand your own
rights, the more likely you will be to O preserve and guard
them.
And, in the last place, my be]oved young country-
- moen, your country’s hope, her treasure, and one day to
be her pride and her defence ; remember that a con-
stitution which gives to the people so much freedom,
and entrusts them with so much power, rests for its per-
manency, on their knowledge and virtue. An ignorant
people are easily betrayed, and a wicked people can
never be ruléd by the mild influence of their own laws.
If you would be free—if you would see your country
grow in all that constitutes true greatness—cultivate
knowledge—flee from vice. The virtuous citizen is the
true noble. He who enlightens his understanding—
controls his passions—feels for his country’s honor—re-
joices in her prosperity—steps forth to aid her in the
hour of danger—devotes to her advancement the fruits
of his mind, and consecrates to her cause, his time, his
property, and his noblest powers, such a man is one of
God’s nobility ; he needs neither riband, nor star ; his
country knows and remembers his name ; nor could
any tide add to its honor, or to his reward. We have
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‘seen such men among us; we hope to see many more:
And though the glory of giving to their country such
a Constitution as this, is what none but they have been:
30 blessed as to enjoy, yet you succeed to a task, but
one degree removed from it, that of preserving what
they have committed to your virtue, unsullied and un-
impaired.





