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TOTHE GENTIL

READER.

I v Ontent thy felfto reade .'otier'tbis
. {horte rreanfe/wberinis neither

"R v berefic/felonye/ nor treafon/but

P} allthar i wrirten here in fewe/16

7 5 ment for thy plegneifull beneftte/

e neceffaryadmonigion/and faithfull
infErncrion. 2ind albeit the Printenr isnot fure/
whetber the auror be gone o God gl[rcaby (a8

by the difconr(e of the mater be femethte bc)o‘i
et full in this life/yet forafmudyc as the graui=

]
#

<ol

: of the ftile / and
. p1c of the Worke/the (obrencfie of ¢ .
“ tl;c chnitic of the caunf ioyned with {ubftauntial .
Profes/imporiea migbtye 3cale/ anb.afcrucnt
B care of the auter for bis countrey/ be is pleafed

to put furthe the orke/tothintenttbe tragxai[c ’
of the doer benot loft / neither erue ifng}lf be -
partes froftvateof (o worthican inftructié/ on=

o 126 they wil willingly neglecte their oxene faue
garde/ the ftare of their couptrcy,’anb the Pre=
feruanon of theyr pofteritic. .
(Good teader)a ol ro forfee/an bcart to per
ceaue/ and a iudgement o difcerne
thyne ovonc-AtatCintyme/ - .. - .
andin Chrift bareily -
“wellto fare. T
~ o Amens

v

Bod geuethee

VVHEROF POLITIKE
povver grovveth,vverforeit vvas ors
dayned,and the vight ufe and duetie
of the fame: &e,

S OXEN, SHEPE, GOATES,
Qudfaldd fuche other unreafoncble creqs
o 1/ tures canot for lacke of reafon rus

RS RN amoreexcellent creature | that is
md: fo md, albeit he baue reafon, yet bicaufe through
the fall of the furft man, bis reafon is wonderfully
corrupt  and [enfualitie bathe goten theouer han=
de, is not hableby bim [elf to rule him felf, but musk
haue a more excellent goucrnours The worldlinges
thought , this goucrnour was their owne reafon,
They thought,they might by their owne reafon,doo
&ohat them lufted,nod oncly in priuate thinges, but
alfo inpublike . Reafon they thought to be the only
caufe, that men furft affembled together in compd=

N ‘-’- :'_‘:'

~ nies, that common weltkes vere made that policies

wvere well gouerned and long continued :but menfee,
that fuche wocre utterly blynded and deceaued in their
ymagindcions their doinges and inuentiones (femed
they neuer o wife) were o eafili and [o fone (cosns

~ trary to their expectacion) ouerthrowen,

A fooher
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Lwber is the &pifdome of the Grecidnes? Koher is
the fortitude of the ARirianes? wher is bothe the wif
dome and force of the Romaynes become? Allis uas
nished awaye , nothing almoft lefte to tefbifie that
they were, but that which well declareth that their
reafon was not hable to gouerne them. Therfore wee
re fuche as voere defirous to Enowe the perfit and on=
Iy gouernour of all, confirayned to feke ﬁrtber: than
them [elues,andfo at leynght toconfeffe, thatitvoas
one God that ruled all. By him we lyue,we haue our
being,and be moued. Hemade us andnot we our fele
wes. &oe be his people, and the shepeof his pafture,
He made all thinges for manzand man he made for hing
felf, to ferueand glorifie him. He hathe taken upon
bim thordre and goucrnement of man his chicf creas
ture , and prefcribed him arule, how be should
bebaue him [elf , what he should doo, andwhat he
maye not doo.

This rule is the lawe of nature, furft planted and
graffed only in the mynde of mi,thi after for that his
myndewas through [ynne defiled filled with darknsf
fle, id encgbred with many doubtes) fet farthe in vori=
ting in the decaloge or ten comaundemétes:dnd after
reduced by Chrift our [aueour i to thefe two wordes:
“Thouw shalt louechy lorde God aboue all
thinges,ad thy ncighbour as thy felf, Thelas

ger part vvherof he allo chus expoundethe
vvhat fo cuer ye vvill thac men doo vnto

ou,doo yeeuen {0 to chem,
you,dooy In

kA
4

:
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In this lawe is compyebended all iuice, the peys
fite wayeto ferue and glorifie God , and the right
meanc to rule euery man particularly | and all men
generally:and the only ftaye to mayntayne euery o
mo wealthe. This is the toucheftone to trye enery ma
nes doinges (be be king or begger) whether they be
good or euil. Bi this all méncs lavoes be difcerned,whe
ther they be iufte or uniufte godly or wicked. As for
an example.Thofe that haue autoritie to make lawes
ina common wedlthe make this lawe that no pynnes
shalbe made,butin their owne cofitrey.1t femeth but
a trifle. Yt if by this meanes thepeoplemaye be kept
fromidlene(fe it is 4 good and iuste lawe and pleafeth
God.Foridleneffeis auice wherwith Godis off éded:
dnd the waye to offende him in breache of thefe
commaundemétes; Thou shaltnot fteale, thou
shaltnot kill 5 tbou shale not be a horemene.
ger,&c. Porallthefe euilles come of idler, offe.on.
theother [yde,if the people be well 0tV sied imother

 things, and thepeople of another- o\ o yue by

~ deuifed *
- thi,

pynnemaking, and uttring tbf“,m;r}',:{ if ther should
bealawe made,that they ”',ugb t notfcll them to their
neighbours of theothr countrey, othepy, T wello¢
. . : b e . ;
;?P“’:;: W‘f’;“‘ W «ched and an uniufbe lawe. .. 4"
n et '
gavway 'f:'e' mame,. wherby they Iyue a meane is
«0 Kill them with famyne, and fois notopely
+ commaundement broken : Thow shalt not kill,
but alfo the general lawe,that f1yeth: Thou shale
A iii loue
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loue thy neighbour asthy felf. And,vuhat
{o euer yevuill that men do vnto you,euen fo

~ do you ynto thé. Foryouyour {clues vuold

not be kilfed vuith hungre.

Likewife if ther be 4 lawe made, vtterly prohibis
ting any md that can not Iyue chafte,to marie:this is
an oniufle,an yngodly and 4 wicked lawe. For it is 4n
occdfion , that wher with marieng, he might auoide
fznne ; be not marieng dothe committe horedome in
acte or thought contrary to Goddes &oill and com=
maundemst: Thouhale not cdmitre horedome

Agdyn_dprince forceth bis [ubiectes(vnder the name
of requeft)to lede him that they bdue,which they doo
viwillingly : and yet for feare of aworfetourne,
they muft feme to be content therwith, A frervoarde
be caufeth to be affembled in ¢ Pavliamét [uch as per
chaice lent nothing or elles fuch a5 dare not difpleas

© fe bim, Theyto pledfe him , remit this generaldebte,

This is gy, Wed,vongodly, and vniu@ lawe,For they
dvo not, 4 they _&\:’f»olde bedonc vnto , but be an occds
fion, that 4 gr; . «wfre be yndone , their children

" werifhethrough famyne,and

for lackeof fuft.. e
flufenaunce, ~sle, and perchaunce to

their feruay

y ‘nees forcedto fle. "3 Tt :

COMYER | 1or S0 that if men m:ozll &oeigh well this
- lirEhe f yibed to man,

hin;7es and

ye will

> ire end lawe that God hathe pre)”
hou [halt loue thy lord God aboue all

thy neighbour a thy felf. And what [o euer
s do ye eu’e’ntbc fame vnto them:
they

toat men do ynto You,

T

they maye fone learne to trye good from euil, godly=
neffe from vngodbyneffe,right from verong.

And it is fo playne and eafie to be vaderfEanden,
that noignoraunceci or wull excufe himthat therin

oﬁ':"ndetb.

Againdt thofftndours of this lawe , ther was
#o corporal punishement ordayned in this worlde,
til after the deftruction of the koorlde with the great
floud, For albeit Cayn and lamech had commirted
horrible murthers yet Roere they not corporally pus
nifbed, but bad a protection of God, that none [hould
laufully burte them, But after the flood, wihan God
fawehis gentilneffe and pacience couldnot worke
his creatures to doo their ductics vnforced , but inis
quitie preuailed and mifchief duily encreaced, and
ene murthered, and deftroyed an other:than was be
conftrayned to chaunge bis lenitic into feucritie, and
to adde corporal paynes to thofe that wold not fo=
love, but tranfgre[Je his ordinaunces. And fo he ma=
de this lawe,yhich be decldred to Noha:  He chat
Sheadech the bloud of man | his bloud Shal
be Shead by man,For man is made afger the
ymageof God,

By this ordindce and lawe be infbituteth politikce po-
wyer and geucth authoritieto mé to make more lavees,
Yor
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¥or be that geucth mdn dutoritie ouer the body dand
lift of man, bicdufe he wolde haue man to Iyne quiet=
Iy with mi,that all might ferue him quietly in boly=
nes andrighteoufnes,all the dayes of their life, it can
not be denyed, but be gaue himdutoritie ouer goos
des,landes poffefiones and all fuche thinges 45 might
bried controuerfies and difcordes | and fo byndre and
let, that be might not be [erued and glorified , as he
vequireth, This ordinaunce alfo teacheth makers of
lawes, howthey should behaue thé [elues in making
Lawwes;that is to fet aparte all affectiones,and to oba
ferue an equalitiein paynes that they be not greater
onleffe,than the fault deferueth,and that they punif=
be not thinnocent or fmal offendour for malice , and
let the mightie and great thefe efcape for affection.
And out of this ordinaunce growethand is grounded
thautoriticfor Magjftrates to execute lawes: for la=
wes without execucion, be no more profitable, than
belles without clappers, But whetber this authoritie
to makelawesor the power to execute the [ame,shal
be and remayne in one perfon alone, or in manie,itis
not exprefJed,but lefte to the difcrecid of the people
to male o many and o fevoe, 45 they thinke nece[fas
vie for the mayntenaunce of the flate, Soheruponin
for places, they baue ben content to obey fuchela=
woes , a5 weremadeby one, s the Ifraclites were
with thofe that Moyfes ordayned 3 the Lacedes

ones with thofe that Licurgus made,the Athes
‘ nes

W
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nes with thofe that Solon gaue them. And in fome
places with fuche as &vere madeby certayn outchos
fenmen,asin Rome by the ten men. And in fonse they
recedued none , butfucheas all the multitude agreed
Vnto, Likewife in fome countreyes they were cotent
to be gouerned, and the lawes exceuted by one king
or ludge, in fome places by many of the be@ forte, in

fome places by the people of the loweft forte, and in
fome places alfo by the king nobilitie, and the people

alltogether,

And thefe diuerfe kyndes of &ates or policies hade
tbe.ir distincte names, as wher oneruled,a Monare
chic: Xoher many of the be&, Ariftocratie: &phey
the multitude, Democratie;and wher 4ll together,

1 thatis,aking the nobilitie,and comones, 4 mixte fia

. te:Ywbich menby long continuaunce bhaueiudged to

 be the beft fort of all. For voher that mixte fFate was

exerciced,ther did the comon wealthe longct contia
nue. But yet euery kyndeof thefe Qates tended to

oneende, thatis, tothe mayntenaunce of iuice,to

: the &vealthe and benefite of the hole multitude , and
not of the fuperiour and goucrnours alone. And
~whanthey fawe , that the gouernours abufed their

TSN

. dutoritie, they altred the ftate, As among the Ifraea

htes s [or theiniquitie of the children of ,(Sﬁ{#ﬂel
theiriudge,from ludges to kinges ; among the Roe
maynes for the tyrannye and opprefion that

Tarquinius




Tarquinius ofed ouer the people (4 the chiefoca
cafion) and aftervparde for bis fonnes levodene[Je (48
the outwarde occafion ) from kinges to Confules,
and [o from Confules ( fortheir euil demeanosr) to
Decem viri gnd Triumviri, that s, to ten rulers
and three rulers 3 andfo from chaunge to chaunge,
tyll it came to the flate Imperial : ;‘ve't a!myef
preferuing dand mayntening thautoritie albeit
they altred and chaunged the kinde of gouernes
yient. For the Ethnikes thomfelues being ledde on=
Ty by the lwe of nature and their owie reafon.fawe
that without politike power and autoritic , Mmdi-
kynde could not be preferued, nor the worlde cons
tinued. Theriche wold oppreffe tbe poore, and the
poore [cke the deftruction of theriche , to haue tba;
h: hade:the mightie wold deftroye the weake , an
# Theodoretus [ayeth , the great fishc eate vp
¢he[mall, dnd the weake [cke reuengeon the migh
tic:und foone feking the others deftruction all at
leynght shoulde be endone and come to defruction,
And bicaufethis authoritie and power , bothe to
make lavwes and execute lawes, proceded from God,.
the holy gooft in [cripture calleth them Goddes:
not for that they be naturally Godds, or that tbehy
be tranfubflantiated in to Goddes ( for fwtfaye.t >
they shall dye like men , andin dede t:eir workes
declarethem to be non other than men ) but for

thautoritic and power which they recedue of Ctig:;
0

£o behis miniflers bevein eavthe | in vuling and go=
werning bis people, and that the people should the
rather obeyethem , and baue them in honour and
reuerence, according to his ordindunce,

And the wonderfull prouidence of God is herein
to bewel noted and confidered , of all fuche as loue
and feare God,that in all places and countreyes wher
Goddes worde bathe ben receaued and embra=

_ ced,ther for the tyme the people folowed God, no ti=

rannyecould entye, but all the membres of the body
fought the profperitie and wealthe one of an other,
for Goddes worde taught them fotodoo , - Thou
shalt loue the lorde thy God ( [ayeth it ) aboue
dll thinges , and thy neighbour 4 thy [elft.  And,
what yewill that-men doo vto you, doo you euen
fo vnto them.  The frutes of his worde is loue one
of an other , of what flateor degreein this worla
de fo cuer they be . And the flate of the poa
licies and common wealthes haue ben difpofed and
ordained bi God , that the hesddes could not
Cif they wolde) opprefJethe other membres,  For
% among the Lacedemonians . certain men
called  Ephori. were ordayned [0 [ee that the
kinges shouldnot opprefJe the people,dnd among the

A . . Romuynes,




Romdynes,the Tribunes were ordayned to dcfendf
and mayntene the liberticof the people ﬁ'c.)m.tbe pris
de and iniurie of the nobles: fo in all Chrigtian reals
mes and dominiones God ordayned meanes, that the
beads the prices &d gouernours should not op;?rcj]';
the poore people dfter their luftes, ad ma ke their wi
les their lawes, As in Germanye b'etweni théperour
ad the people,a Counfdil or diet: in Frauce and En=
glande, parliamentes, wherin ther mette and affem=
bled of all fortes of people, dnd nothing could be do-
ne without the knowlageand confent of all . But
wher thepeople haueforfsken God , and cgntcfxe.d
utterly his worde, ther hathe the deuil by his mm}:-
fers, occupied the hole countrey ,and fubuerted tbe
good ordres | iudticeand equalitic, that was in the
Common wealthe, and planted his unreafonablelu=

[tes for good lawes, 46 cwery man mayefeeby the Rea

of Vnoarie which the Turke in our tyme bds
:gg Zc{upicf And wher the people haue notutterly
forfaken God and his worde, but haue begouneto be
weary of it:ther hathe not God [uﬁred Tyrannes by
and by to rushin, and to occupiethe hole , and bto
[uppreffe the good ordres of the common wealthe,
but by iitel and litel bathe [uffred them to crepen,
firét with the head, than with anarme, and [o aftelr
with alegge 5 and at leynght (were not the people
penitent, and in tyme conuerted to God) tobringin

the hale body, and toworkethe feates ofTiranne:;

#s hereafter it shalbe declared, o

This is fo manifeft in moft places, that it shall
not nede any particular example. Joherfore it shalbe
the parte of allChritenmen to takebede, thatin
forfaking God , they bring not iustly the dexil and
tyrannes to reigne ouer them ,  And thofe that be
called to councelles and parliamentes (and fo to be
makers of lawes, wherby the people should be bouns
den) not to neglecte their duetie, or to decease the
peopleof the truft and confidence | that was putin
them. Foritis no litledaunger that mayetherby fos
loweuntothem , bothe in this worlde , and inthe
worldetocome.  For that man that toke upon him
todoo any thing for an other (being the thing nes

werfo litle of ualue) and therin did ufe him [lf either

craftily, feking bis ovone gayne and profit, or shee
we him [elf not diligent , ornot pafing what beca=
me of the matter committed to bis truft , our elders
being men of honeftie , iudged and condemned for
@ most uileuarlet and unhonest perfone : and being
menof ifedome | made 4 lawe (whichcontinueth
tilthis daye) not only that be should makerecoms:
pence for the hurt be did, but alfo that he should not
be allowed aftervoarde in the company or nombre of

~ hoacft men, nomore than an open thefe.  And this

they did not by will, but by resfon,not rashly , but
adwifedly, not by the moo voices, butby the more
difcrete headdes, bicaufe they [awe, that men could

noé
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not be alwayes prifentto dod their owne thirta
ges, butof necefitie muft ufe the helpe and truft
of others. And again, nature hathe not made enery
man apte for all thinges,but hathe made one man mo
remcte for one purpofe than another 2 [o that one
bauing nede o fanother, euery one should {:.e gladto
doo for an other , and all be tyed {ogetber in an un=
diffoluble ftrong bande of frendsbzp.. And therfore
gpaz fuche falfe and unfrendly dealing taken to be
moft uile, bicaufe it did uiolate two the cbzeﬁﬂ uers
tues andmoft necefJary thinges, Tmtbout wbtcb,mc'm
kynde coulde not contynue: faithe,and fl‘CdShl.P»'
For noman requireth an other , to-doo dny thing
for him , whom he taketh not to be his frende, nor
trufteth him, whom he thinketh not faztbﬁ}ll . And
therfore they thought him tobea uery wicked and-

T

4
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:

vile perfone,and not worthy the name 0 faman,that

4t one tyme and in one thing sboulfi thus undoo
theknot of frendship , and deceaue him, wham.ha
coulde not haue hurted , onles be bade trufted him.
Novwif nature , reafon , honeflic dnd lawe dothl:
fo greuously punishe bim 5 and Cftﬂ: him out ofa _
hoeft mennes compdnies that is necligent u:
trifle , how mucte more ought he to lfe pum‘sbcd
and caft 0ut of all mennes fight , that is necligent
in the greateft matierss I be ought fo sbizrpely
to be vfed , thatdeceaueth one pooreman : hovy

of allmen to be abkoyred { yea cad tothe dogges)
that deceaueth ¢ hole Realme of ten or twentie hun=
dred thoufaunt perfones ¢ 1f he be thus to be abbora
redand punifhed , thatis required todooan other
tmannes bufyneffe | and deceaueth him : hovo muche
more ought they to be abhorred and hated that take
vpon them to doo for others, notdefired but fuyng
for it:not called therto | but thrufbing in them [elf:
not prayed, butpayeng | geuing many lyuereyes,
procuring and making frendes to gewe them their
nojces, obteynyng of great mennes lettres and ladies
tokens , feafting freholders , andmaking great
banketting cheare:not by the confent of the parte,
butby force and ftreinght,with tropes of horfemen,
billes bowes,pykes, gonnes, and fucke lilke kynde of
qualityes,

If this opinion be had | and iudgement be geen
againdt a man that fckethbhis ovne gayne withthe
loffe of bis frendesin [mall thinges : &ohat opinion
maye men Faue, wohat indgemét [balbe gewen of thos

fe, that (to make them felues noble and riche) cutte

the throtes of thofe that commiitted them felues, their
wyues, theirchildren, their goodes, yed and lyues
vpon truft in to their handes?

If this iudgemét be geuen for voorldly thinges, what
tudgemét [halbe geué of thofe that wilfully goo abous

- todcftroye ménes foules,and to make the 4 prefent to

muche more sharpely ought he to be punished, and -

of

she dewil,fo that they fora tymemaye be his deputics
here




berein earthes 1f mendoo thus abhorve and punif<
be fuche unfaithfull and unhoneft perfones : how
muche more will thalmightie God abborre , con=
demne , and exercicebis feuereiudgement on them,
that thus abufe the autoritie geuen unto them by
bim , and deccaue and undoo thofe poore sbcpec!f
bis , in whom (4 his minifters ) they put their
trufts )
Hearke, hearke (whiletyme of repentdunce i)
tothe [entence of God, pronounced by the mouthe
of bis [eruunt and Prophet E{ai4f'VV0 bevnto
you(feyeth he) thagmake vnrighteous lauucs,
and deuif thinges vuhich be to harde to be
kept,vuherby thepooreare opprefled oneuees
vy [yde , andchinnocentes of my people are
theruuith robbed of iudgement , thatvuy»
douues maye be¥our praye,and that ye maye

robbethe facherles.  V Vhatvuillyedooin
tyme of the vifitacion and deftru&ion that

shall come from farrez T¢ vuhom vuill ye
sunne for helpe¢ Or to vuhom vuill yegeue
your honour,that he mayckepeitcthat yecos
me not among the prifoners , orlyeamong
thedead?

This terriblewo of euerlafting damndcionwds
fpoken not only to Terufalem , but to Germanie,
talie Fraunce, Spayne, Englande, scotlande, and

all othercountreyes and naciones wher the lf'ke
' Hices

. vices shalbe committed,

For God is iulte , and [o
hateth finne | that be neuer leaueth it in anyplace

- wnpunished: but the more common it is the greater
" plages and force dothe he vfe to repreffe it : a5 we

maye learne by thexamples of the cities Sodome

~ and Gomor,and Terufalem bis ownecitie. And befi=
~ des the general plage , he whippeth the autors of
it withfom fpecial fcourge, that they maye be a fpes
~ dtacle, not only tothofe that are prefent, but aifo 4

yemembraunce to all that beto come.
But perchaunce fone (that be putin truft and ays

toritie to maKe flatutes and lawes ) will fiye : jye
- doonot willingli any thing againft Goddes honour,

or the woealthe of our countrey, ordeceaueany that
put their truft in vs,

If any fyche thing folowe,, it is by reafon that we
Yere ignoraunt,

Tell me, 1f befeche thee, if thou hadeft byred one

~to bethy shepebearde, and thy shepe should yna
- der bis hande by bis ignoraunce myfcarie sorifthy

horfeseper taking wages should (through bis neclia
gence)fuffre thy horfe to perishe : wolde& thow not
compte him faulty and loke for amendes at his hana
des? Should ignoraunce excufe him? No, thou vols
dejt faye, 1 byred thee, and thou tokeft it vpon thee,
Aird fo thow woldeft not oncly force bym to make [42

tisfaction,but alfo woldefs thinse it iufke to hauc bive

punifihed befydesto make humfelf no more conyiz
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£han the wds,not to decednedny that put their truft
in bim. Thanthei aremuche to blame, that being
put intruft in Courtes and parliamentes to make la=
wwes dnd [ratutes to theaduauncement of Goddes glo=
rie , and conferuation of theliberties and commor
wealthe of their countrey , neglecte their office and
charge , being appointed to be not only kepers of

mulcs which haue no ynderftading , but of that demtc
flocke which Chrift purchaced with theprice of his
bart blood:but alfo as phificianes and Surgeons , to
redreffe,reforme and heale 5 if any thing be amy(Je.
And if a phifitian for lucre o other mennefplm[ure,
wold take vpon him the healing of 4 j:ore difeafed per
fone,and for lacke o f knowlage or vpo other euil pur
pofewold minifire thinges to hurt or kill the perfone,
were benot worthy to be taken and punished 45 a bos
cher and d man murtherer?
But ye will [4ye:we gdue credit to others,and they
deceaued vs.
eyue?  1s it not written,that if the blyndeleade the
blynde, bothe shall fall into the pitte ¢ Did tbe.plu
that Euamade for offinding ineating the forbidden
apple(whan she fayed, the ferpent bad deceaued her)
excufe bers Nothing leffe.  shewas not only her
felf therfore punished with fuche paynes (s greater
than deathe none could be deuifed)hut alfo all her

osteritie.
P Others

H
H

‘ Ot?verper?:dppef of you will fuie : &e dare doa

~ hon otherwife.1f yedid , ye fhould be taken for ene=
- inies of the gouernour, runnein to indignation, and

fo lofe your bodies and goodes,and vndoo your chils

~ dren, O faynt heartes, Thinke ye, that your parens
- teshad lefte you as yebe | if they had ben o faynt

: barted ¢ Orthinke ye that this will ferue your turne2
Goddes people,not of bogges, neither of borfes and

&vas it ynough for Adam our firft father , whan be
fell voith bearing bis wife companye in eating the for=

~ bidden apple,to faye , 1durft not difpleafe my wife:

of to [1ye,as he [ayed, The worman whome thou g4=
ueft me,gaue it me: No, it audiled not,but he and it
bis pofteritie were plagued for his difobedience, as
voe and all that [hall folowe vs,doo well file, if we has

"wedny feare of God before our eics,

&ohan the bmtif he commones of 1frael weve

e ra thi balle excufe will fo importune wpon Aarcn , that he for fire
Inge ye,

tds fayne to make them the golden calfe : wher=
withwhan Mofes fharpely charged Lim be ex=

cufedhim felf fayeng:alas Sir, this fedicious and raa

“to doo it.

geing brutiﬂ:e people Woldnedes haue me perforce
God knoweth , it was foreagainft my

woill ; didthis excufe acquite him,trowe you ¢ No

furely . 1f he had not repented , he hadben as
fureof bell fyre for his labour , a5 they be , which
haue et vp or[ayed the beaftly popyfhemaffe , at
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the furious enforcementof the brutishe comones

or in pretenfe of obedience £0 the Quenes procedins
ges in Englandezonles they [pedily repent andres
nounce their wicked doing,ds Adron did bis.

Thus ye haue hearde not only wherof politike .

roweti,and of the true vfe and duetie therof, W : . :
ower g f " piersand images of God bere in earthe,thexaples

but alfo what wilbe layed totheir charge,  that doo

oir duetie in making of lawes. Now fee, what i
:;:;2{ by God to tbexecg;ttjurs of lawes ¢ See | other vertues ) clayme and exercice an abfolute pos
{ L

twhat ye doo (Sayeth God) for ye execute
not th); iudgementofman, but of God.
and &hatfo euer yeiudge , it shall re=

diligence.

the he pleafure in rewardes o Eribes.

v VHETHER KINGES
rinces,and other gouernourshaue
anobfolute power and authoritie

ouer their fubiectes.
Forafmuche ds thofe that be the Rulers inthe
worlde,and wolde be také for Goddes(that is the mi=

and myrrours of all godlyneffe, iuttice, equitie, and

wer,which alfo they call 4 fulnefJeof power, or pre=

.~ yogatiueto doo what they lu&, and none maye gay=

nefaye them : todifpenfe with the lawes 45 pleafeth

Jounde to your (elues . Lettheftare of God them , and frely and without correction or offence

¢ be before your eies, and doo all thinges with : :
i If:aor ;itb the forde our God eher is non lawes, and the pofitiue lawes and cuftomes of their
iniquitie. neither di '  countreyes,or breakethem :and vfe their [ubicctes
tie. neither difference of perfones,nor yethas 0F iect
hepe ple i et * as men doo their beaftes, and s lordes doo their yil=

doo contrary to the lawe of nature,and other Goddes

" - * lanes and bondemen, getting their goodes from then
tof the minifters of laws and gouernours of , getting the sf
Bt of flers of by hoke and by crooke,, with Sic volo,Siciubeo,and

,more shalbe fayed hereajter. . ;
realmes and contreess 1t | [ f * fpending itto the deftruction of their fubiectes : the

* miferie of this tyme requireth to examyne , whether

they doo it rightfully or wrogfully that if it be right
full, the people maie the more willingly obeie and re
ceauc the [ame: if it bewrongful, that than thofe that

 vfeit,maye therather for the fearc of God leaeit.

For(no doubt) God will come , and iudge the worlde
with equitie,and reucge the caufe of thie oppre[fed.Of

* the popes power(whe compteth him [elf one,yea the
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chief of thefe kinde of Goddes,yed aboue them dll,and

felowe to the God of Goddes Ywe minde not nowto
treate:nother is it requifite, For all men,yed half wi-

fe women and babes can well indge,that bis power is
worthy to he laught at: and wereit not bolftred and

propped vp with [weorde dd fagot it wolde(as it will
notwithftanding) [hortly Iy in the myre,for it is not
buylt on therocke,but on the fande,not planted by the
father of heaweni but by the deuil of hell 45 the frutes
doo manyfe@ly declare. But we will fpeake of thepos

wer of kynges and princes and fuche like potentates,
rulers,and gouernours of common wealthes,

Before ye haue bedrde,how for 4 great long tyme, -
that is ntil after the general flood ther was no ciuis |
le or politike powwer,and how it was thi furft orday=
ned by God him [elf, and for what purpofe be orday=
ned it:that is (to comprebende all briefly) to mayntes
ne iufbice: for euery one doing his deutie to God, and
one to an other, is but iuftice. Yehaue heardealfo,
howe ftates,bodies politike and common wealthes ha .

ue autoritie to make lawes for the mayntenaunce of
 veprofitable andneceffarieto bedone thi his maifer,

the policie,fo that they be not contrary to Goddes la=

we and the lawes of nature:which,if ye notewell the
question before propouned whether kinges andprin=

ces hawe an abfolute power,{hall appearenot doubt=
full, orif anywoldeaffirmeit, that be [hallnot be
hable to maintene it For firft touching Goddes lawes

: ! - by

MR LS |

by which name alfo the lawes of nature be compre=

bended)kinges and princes arenotioyned makers he=
vof with God,fo that therby of the felues they might
clayme any intereft or autoritie to diffolue themox

 difpenfewwith them, by this Maximeor principal,

that he that maye knyt together, maye lofe afondre:
and be that maye make , maye marre : for before Ma~
giftrates were, Goddes lawes werce Neither can it
be proued, that by Goddes worde they haue any au-
toriticto difpenfeor breake them: but that they be
ftill commanded to doo right, to miniftre iuftice, and
notto [warue, neitheron theright bande oronthe
lefte,  Thanmuft it nedes folowe,that this abfolute
autoritiewhichthey vfe,muft be mayntened by man=
nes reafon or it muft nedes be an ofurpacio:But what
can veafon fayes 1f it be not laufull , by no lawes(no
neither by honeftie ) forany mannes ferugunt to al-
tre his maifters (4 mortal mannes ) commaundement:
canreafon [aye , it is laufull for any perfone to altre

" Goddes comaundement or breake ity That a4 mannes

feruaunt maye be wiferthan his maifler,that be maye
be iufter than bis maifter that he maye fee what is mo

comonly it bappeneth:and ther fore be maye hate fors
apparét caufe,to altve or breake his maifters comaun

_ dement,But to [aye,that anycreaturc is, or thatany
~ creature wolde [eme inwordeor dede,to bemore
~ wifethan God , moreiute than God, more prudent
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and circumfbecte than God,or knoweth whatis bets | awen to be defbroiers of their countrey yed dnd many

ter for thecreature than the creatour bim felf (4 it
muft nedcs be faied, that be dothe, that tazeth vpon |
bim to breake or difpence with Goddes will and |

commaundementes ) what an horrible blafphemic is
it2&obat luciferous prefumpcion is it
If we will not fubmit our fclues to Goddes fudges

ment berein expreffed by bis worde , a5 Chriftianes ;

should, let vs yet marke the fequele:and therby ga«

ther Goddes iudgement, as Ethnikes doo, For whan

wv¢ haue wrought our wittes out , and dewifed and
done what e can, wecannot foexclude God, but
be will haued faieng with vs,

Goddes vorde, will and commdundement is, that -

be that wilfull y killeth a man, shall alfo bekilled by

man:thitis , the M.Jgiﬂratc. Butthis lawebhaa
the not ben obferued and all ww1yes executed but kine

ges and princes vpon affe@ion haue difpenfed and
brokenit , grauniinglift and libertie to traitours,
robbers, murtherours &e.

But what hathe blowed of it Haue they(whofe
offnces haucben fo pardoned ) dfter ward shewed
them felues penitent to God , dand thankfully profi=

tableto the common wealthe:No, God and the coma

monwealthe ) «ue hide no greater enemics. They
hiue addcd murther to murther , mifchief to mie
Jehief, andof priuate malefaitours, baue become
publilie, and of men killers,they haue at leinght gro=

wwen

A

tymes of them that [aued them from banging and
other iufk paines of the lawe,  And no maruail: for
God dothenot oneli punishe theprincipalles and aus
tors of fuche mifchief , butalfo thofe that be accef=
faries andmayntenoursof it, and plageth iniquitie
with iniquitie, Ye maielikewife[ee,what frutes haa
ue folowed, wher popes,hauedifpenfed, that marias
ges might bemade contraric to Goddes lawes.  &ve
shallnot nedeto rebearfe any? thendevill declare

- dll.But let vs leaue toreafon that , wherin nothing

can befaied forit. Andlet vs come to that,wherin
fomvohat maye be [aied: that is, whetber kinges and
princes maye doo thinges contrary to the pofitiue
lawes of their countrey, As for example,

It s 4 lawe pofitiue , that a meane kinde of ap=
parail , or amedne kynde of diet shouldbe vfed in
dcommon yealthe , to thintent that men leauing
thexceffe therof, wherof many occafiones bothe to
deftroie nature and tooffende God folowe, they might
conucrtethat they beforeeuil fpent , to the relief of
the pouertie or defenfe of their countrey.

For anfwer to this queflion, this diuifionought to
be made, that ther be two kyndes of kinges,princes,
and gouernours.

The one, who alone maye make pofitiue layes bis
cdufe the hole fate and body of their countrey haue

geuéand refigned to them their authoritie fo to doo:
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which neuertheles is vdther to be compted 4 tirdnne
than ¢ hing , 4 Dionifius,Philippus and
Alexander were who [aued whom they wold id
fbilt whom they lufted.  And thother be [uche, vnto
whoin the people haue not geuen fuche autoritie, but
kepe it them felues: a5 we baue before fayed cocerning
the mixte Tate,

Trueitis, thatinmaters indifferent that is that
of them felues be neither good nor ewil | hurtfill or
profitable,but for 4 decent ordre: Kinges and Princes
(towhom the people baue geuen their autoritic)mdie
make fuche lawes and difpenfe with them. But in ma=
ters not indifftrent, but godly and profitably orday=
ned for the common wealthe, ther can they not (for all
their autoritie)breake thé or difpenfe with them. For
Princes arcordained to doo good,not to doo eutl: to
take avoaieenil not to increaceit:to geueexample of
well doing not to be procurersof euil:to procure the
wealthe and benefite of their fubiectes | and not to
worke their hurt or vndoing. And in thempire veher

(by theciuile lawes) thempevours claime, that the

people gaue them their dutoritie to make lawes,al=
beit.they haue ben willing, and ofte attépted to exea
cute their dutoritie, ehich fom Pikethikes(to pleafe
them) [aiethey haue by the lawes,yct haue they ben

forced of them [elues to leaue of their enterprife, But

fuch a5 beindifferent expounders of thelawes, be of

that minde that we before haue declared:and therfore
make

‘5

make this 4 general conclufion,and 4s it weré ¢ rule,
that théperour willing anv thing to be done , ther is
no more to be done,than the lawes permit to be done,
For([aic they)ncither pope,Emperour,nor hing may
doo any thing to the hurt of his people without their
cofent, King Antigonus Chauncelour.faieng onto
him, that all thinges were honeft 4d Lsufull to kinges:
ye faie true(quod the king)but to fucht kinges as be

7.

beaftes barbarous &d without humanitie:but to true

dd good Princes nothing is boneft, but that is honeft
indede,and nothing is iufte, but that is iufte in dede.

Anthiochus the thrid king of Afia, confides
ying that 45 he yas aboue the people fo the layes we=
re aboue him, vorote generallettres toall the cities
of bis countrey that if they [houlde perceaue,that he
by any lettres, [hould requive any thing contrary to
the lawes, they [hould thinke that fuche lettres were
obteined without his cofent, and therfore they [hould
notobeie them. ‘

Nowif wher the people haue geuen their autoria
tie to their gouernour to make fuche lawes, yet can
he not breake or difpéfewith the pofitiue Liwes: how
muche leffe mair fuche goucrnours kinges,and prin=
ces to who the people haue not geuen their autoritie
(but they with the people,id the people with thé ma
kethe lawes)breakethem or difpéfe with them?)f this
were tolerable,th wereit in vaine to make foléne af
[emblics of the bole flate,long Parligmentas ¢ciyea
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(1 befeche the ) what certdyntie should therbe in

dny thyng,wher all should depende on ones willand

dffections  Butit wilbe [aied,that albeit Kinges and

princes can not make lawes  but with the confent of .

the people, yetmaie they difpenfewith any pofitine
Lawe, by reafon that of long tyme they haue vfed fo to
doo, and prefcribefo todoo : for long cuftomemas
keth 4 lawe.

To this itntdye be anfwered ; euil cuomes (be
they neuer fo olde) are not to be fuffred, but vtterly
to beabolished:and non maic prefcribe to doo euil be
be king or fubiecte,1f the lawes appoint thee the time
of thrittye or fourtieyedres toclaime afure anda
perfit interefJe of that thow enioied -5 yetif thow
knowe , that ither thy felf or thofe by &hom thow
claime&t came vorongfully by it thow art notindede
a perfit ovener of it but art bounden to reftoreitsAls
though the lawes of man doo excufe and defende thee
fr6 outvearde trouble and punifhemet, yet cd they not
quict the cofciéce , but wha thy cofcience remebreth,
that thow enioieft that is not thyne , it will bytethe
that thow hatte done wrong:itwill accufe the before
the iudgement eat of God,and condemnethe. And if
pririces and gouernours wolde shew théfelues half fo
wife , astheywoldemen shoulde take them to be,
and by thexample of others learne &ohat mifchief

might bappen to them felues, they wolde not(if tbey .
might .

might)clayme , mucheleffe executeany fucheabe -

olute authoritie, No neither wold their Counfai=
lours (ifthey loued them)maintene them in it ; nor
yet the fubiectes (if they did but confidre their owne
faueticand Rlicitie in this lift) wolde not if they
might.fuffre their Prince to doo what him lu@ed,

For thone purchaceto them feluesa perpetuall
vncer aintie bothe of life and goodes : and thother
procureth the hatred of all , which albeit it be co4
loured and diffembled for 4 feafon , yetdothe it at
leynght burft out , and worketh the reyenge with
extremitic,

Therlackeno examples to verifie this. 1t was
dryven in to the head of temperour C. Caligula,
that he was [ubiecte tono power, that he yoas aboue
all lawes and that be might laufully doo what bim [u
fred. This leffon was fo fwete to the fleshe, thatit
was nofoner moued than defired | no foner taught
than learned,no foner hearde thanpradticed,  Firfk
by like that thempire should not goo out of his owne
race, hecoupleth not withone, but with all his [u=
frers,like bitcheand dogge. e killeth his brother
Tiberius,and all his chiefet frendes:he murdereth

- many of the Senatours of Rome, He delited to haue
- honeft men to be garshed,fcotched and cut in the fas

ces , and [0 to make him pleafure, to haue them caft
o -
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to rduenous beaftes fo betorne dnd dewouved in bif

fight or to be [awed afondrein the middes. 1twasd

pleafunt paftyme forhim, to fee the parentes ftan=
deby, lamenting and weping , whiles their children
were tormented and killed . He vfed tocomplayne
and lament | that no common calamitie and notable
miferies happenced in bis time . Hereioyced muche
whan newes were brought bim of the slaughters
of hole armics of men , great hongre, peflilence,
tovenes burnyng , and openynges of the edrthe,
wherinmany people were [walowed vp.  But the

daye be fawe any of thefe him [elf, he neded neither

rineat nor drinke, he was fo iocunde and merye. And
being glutted with thepaftime of euery mannes dea=
the,by him [elf(to procurea neweappetite)he deui=

[ed another,if he could haue brought it to pffe. But
whan he could not haue it done , the memorie therof

was [ofvete, that he ofte defired:that is that all the
beaddes of the people of Rome [lode on onemannes
necke,that he might with one fwafhe cut it of, Md=
ny other noble altes by his abfolute power heé
wrought : and at leynght he commaunded that liis
ymage [iould be fet vpin the temple at erufalem and
gher worfnipped;as not ynlike sait Gardiners(for
he hathe done no smal thiges) [halbe [hortly by Anti
cipacidin Englad.But what was thende of Caligus
laes abfolute powergwhi he had reigned three yeas
res and ten monethes, bis ovene houfeholde feruatites

confpired

confpired againft hym , and the general of his o -
* Armie slewe him,

Nero théperour was of nature very modeft gen

-~ tiland mercifull, and the firft fine yeares of this reis
- gne,bebehatied him [elf very vertuously. After other
 counfaillours and maifters , than Seneca creptinto

bis fauour,who tolde bim that he might doo what him

' ufted. He was fone perfuaded therunto, And to [hewe

for profe that he had well caried awaye their aduife:
hekilled bis mother Agrippind. This cruel ade did fo

~ moue his wicked confcience, that ke durft not come

abroade inthe Senate, but kept him felf fecretein bis
priuie chabre. For he feared the hatved of the people,

- and knee not what was beft for bi to doo.He lacked
_ no flattering Counfailours. Ther were pleintie that

fought their owne profitand gayne , and the fatife
fieng of their lufles, more than their princes honour
and fauetie, and the comon wealthe of their coiitreie

- Sdie they:Sir,whi [hould ye be thus amafed with the
- deathe of this womés She woas of all people abhorred

dd hated:the people woderfully reioyce in your doig,

- andcoméde you abouc the moone for fo noble an adle,

They dcfire, that ye will returnein to the citie, that
they maie with triumphe expre(fe how muche their
toiednd gladneffeis , and how theyloue you for fo -

- noblea feate.  Thefecraftie knanes feing how they
. might blinde their maifters eies,comaunded in thems
 berours behalf,that all the people [howld come aut of

Rome,




Rome to metethemperour, The Sendate in their best
apparail cometh out, alle other ordres L:kewife after
their degrees folowe , and finally man, &ooman and
childe,

Themperour whan be [awethem,thoughtall was
done from the botome of their beart. The Senate

shewed [uche outwarde honour , the commones fo

great loue , eueribody pretended fo great ioye and
gladnefle.  Andthinke ye, ther werenot about bine
that {aid. Dothe not your Maieftie well finde all our
faiengestrue: mdyeye not credite vs inthat we courn

fail and aduife yous Xoht folowed: Themperour em=
brewed with the blood of his mother,and his vnnatu=

ral acte commended by his wicked Counfatlours ceaf=
feth not from his crueltie , but earneftly goethfor=
wardc He putteth awaie his wift Qctauia, bicaus
fe she femed to be baren.He marieth his harlot called
Puppie.He fendeth his wife Octauiainto an lan
de,he byndeth her in chaines and caufeth herto be let
bloodin all partes:and fearing leaft feare wolde drys

ue thie blood to the harte,and [o[he lyue longer than

he wolde , hefettethherinabayne of hotte water,
that her blood might the foner come out, But what
becometh of his deare dearling Puppie? he dalieth
a whilewith his Puppie and atleynght bis hottcloue
being turned in to difpleafur be [purneth ber (being
with Childe)on thebelye,and fo shedieth. To late

he repented,but yet ceafJed not hiscrucltie .Hekilled

big

* bis maifer Seneca, beperfecuted thechurche of
g Chrift moft mifer1bly, and [o thinking that he might
' doo what bim lufled, and that all was well done, were
é it neuerfo euil done, heneuer lefte of his crueltie, til
1 the people finding occafion and oportunitic to vetre
i theirdiffembled hatred, [leve him.

- But what thinke yous who were to be blamed for
: thefe cruell ales? He for doing the or others for flae
 tring hi,or the Senate id people of Rome in [uffring
himSurely ther is none of them to be excufed, but all
“tobeblamed, and chiefly thofe that might bawe bride
led him,and did not,

- Heisda good citexin,that dothe non euil(faieth 4
. noblewifeman)but be is a better that lettethothers,
“that they [hall not doo hurt nor eninflice to others,
- The bloodof innocentes [halbe demaunded not only
dtthekandes of the fheaders of blood,but alfo of thos

. fe that make or confent towicked lawes,to conden=

neianocentes ,or [uffre their head to kill them cona
traryto iuftlawes , or to fboile themof that they
iuftly enioie by the ordre of the lawe,

- Nowfithe kinges, princes, and gowernours of com=
mon vvealthes haue not noy can iuftly clayme any aba
[olute autoritie, but that thende of their autoritic is
determined d:id certain to maintene iuflice, to defende
theinnocent, to punifie the ewil. Andthat fo many

- euilles andmifchicfes maie folowe, wher fuch abfolute

- and(indede)tirinical power is vfurped:let vs praie,

C




that they maieknowe their duetié,dnd dz‘[cbdfge the
[elues to God and to theworlde, or elles that thofe

which haue the autoritieto refourme them , maie -
know and doo their duetie , that the people finding
and acknovwlageing the benefite of good rulers, maie -

thike God for them,and labour euery one te doo their
duetie : and that feing the head is not[pared,
but euillesin it punifbed, they maiethe
more willingly abfteine fro tyrds
nie and other euildoinges,
dand do their dueties,
and fo all glotis
fie God.
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"VVHETHER KINGES,
~ princes, and other politite Gouers
nours befubiecteto Goddeslawes , amd
the pofitiue lawes of theyr
countreyes,
- [ T & that noteth the procedingés of princes dnd
R _K gouernoursin thefe our daies,how ambicious
they areto vfurpe others Dominiones, did bow neclf
- géttheybe to fee their ovone well goueined, might thiz
ke, hat theybeleue,that either ther isno God,or that
 hebathe not cave ouer the thiges of theworlde:or that
- they thinke themfelues exempr frome Goddes lawes
. and power, But the Koonderfull ouerthrowe of theiy
“deuifes (vbanthey thinke themfelues moft fure and
certdin)is fo manife[t,that it is not pofiitle to denye,
but that bothe theris 4 God, and that be hathe care
- ouer the thinges of the worlde, And his worde s fo
‘playne,that non can gaynfase,, but that they be fuba
iecte and ought to be obedicnt to Goddes lawes and
&vorde.For the hole decalog and euers part therofis
“afwell written to kinges, princes, and other publike
perfones,as to prinate perfones. A king maye no mos
¥e committe \dolatrie , than 4 priuat man:he mayo
hot take the name of God in yayne,be maye not brea=
kethe Sabbat o more than any priudte man,  1tis
ot laufull for him to difobeye his parétes,to hillany
perfonecontrary to the lawes, to be an hooremoger,;
C i to
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to fleale,to lye and beare falfe witnefJe, todefireand -

couct any mantes houfe, wife,feruaunt, mayde, oxe,
affe,orany thing that is an others , more than any
other priuate man,  No, beis bounden and charged

vnder greater paines to kepe them than any other,bi= : Y
caufe he is bothe 4 prinate man in vefpette of his |y

owne perfone, and a publike in vefpedie of bis office, .
whichma eappedrein « grea: meigny of places whe |
rof partel will recite. The holy goft by the mouthe of
a king and prophet,fsieth: And nowye kinges
vnderftande,be yelearned thatiudgethe
earthe.Scrue the Lordeinfeare,and reioi .
cefwithtrembling , Kiflethefonne,that. '
is,receaue with bonour,leaft the Lorde beans .
grie,and yelofe the waye,whan hiswrathe ;
shallina moment be kyndled. Andinan
other place thus: The Lorde vpon thy right -

hideshal Smyte and breake in pieceseu€

kingesin the daye of hiswrathe. Efaias alfo *
theprophet faieth:'T he Lorde shal commeto
fudgemét againft the princes and elders
of the people : Likewifefaieth the Prophet Mis *;

cheas fpeaking to all princes and gouernours vader

4

the besdes of the houfe of 1acob, and theleaders of -
the houfe of Ifracl: Heare ye princesand gos
uernoars,faieth Micheas: Should ye not kno
we what were laufull and right:But ye has
te the good,and loue the euil,ye plucke of

menncs

ménesfkynnes, and the fleshe from their
bones:ye cheoppethemin pieces,asit wes
reintoa Caldron , and as flesheintoa
potte. Now the tyme shall come, that whi
ecall vato the lorde,he shall not heare
ou, but hydehis face from you,bycau=
fe that through your owne ymaginatio=
nes ye haue dealtfo wickedly. Andagain he
faieth: O heare ye rulersand gouernours,
yethat abhorre the thing that is lauful,
and wrafte afyde the thing thatis ftraight:
ye that builde vp Sion with blood your
mageftie and tirannie with doing ferong.
For o maie Sion and Terufalem be well expounded: O

you iudges, yegeue fentencefor giftes:

O ye prieftes,ye teache for lucre:O ye p-

phetes, ye prophecie formoney: yet &vill

- they betaiZ asthofe thatholde vps God,

andfaie,"Is notthelordeamdg vs: How
canthan any mysfortune happen to vs?
But Sion (thatis,your cities) for your fakes
shalbe plowed like a fielde : and lerufalé
(that is,your palages) shall become anheape
of ftones,and the hill of the téple (¢hatis,
your Monaflerifs frieries,and chuuntries )shall be
comean high woodde. The boly gooét alfo by
tbe mouthe of king Salomon, fayeth:Heare O ye
kinges,and ynderftande. Olearne ye that
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beiudgesof the des of theearthe. Geue
earc ye that rule the multitudcs,and dely=

te in muche people. For the power isges - ‘ . efu
u¢ unto yoy of the lorde,ad theftreinght & to lawe nor counfail , bade ten tribes of his king=

from the higheft,%ho shall trye your wor

N

kes,and\fcarcheout ourymaginaciones,

howthat ye being officers of his kingdom

baue not kept the lawe of righteouinefle

nor &palked after bis will. Horribly and
ghat fonc shall he appeare vntoyou,for vpd
the moft high,be will execute moft feuere

iudgement. Mercie is graunted unto the
+ pnderftanden.

fimple,but they that be in autotitie, shalbe
fore punished. For God whichis lorde

enes for be hathe made the fmall and great=

therfore( O princes)doo Ifpeake, thatye

[

r

dnd extinguishing of bis pofteritie,is morecommons
Iy knowne, than nedethany rebearfall. Roboam
bicaufe be wold reigne 45 atyranne andnot be [ubie=

 dome taken i3 him ,and geuen to [eroboam: who

alfo forafmuche as he contented not him felfe to be [ub
iccte to Goddes written worde and lawe but fell to his

- owne Xdolatrous inuenciones , and caufed bis fubiea
~ ctes tofolowe bis procedinges : wus fo firipped from

the enheritaunceof his crowne, that his [edewas vt=
terlyrooted out,

The ende of Achab and Iefabel s well ynough
And kyng loram for bis fout

- ftryuing againft Goddes lawes and the ordreof his

¥

maye learne wifdome , and notoffende. .
Thefe [aienges nede no particular examples to con

firme them | byt lokeon 4ll gauernours and rulers

named in the bole Bible,or in any otber hiftorie; and

wmong all ye shall finde,that non hathe efcaped God- -

ouer all, shallexceptno mannes perfon, : ©ountrey was [o fore &riken of the lorde with hora
neither shall be regarde any mannesgreas rible difeafes, that at leynght his guttes for extreme
' - anguishe flewe out of bis bely,

But wherto bring 1

and careth for all alike , but the mightie out pdticular examples of Goddes plagues and pu=
shall baue the forer punishement. Toyou nishementes vpon kinges and princes that woldnot

be fubiefte to Goddes lawes and the lawes of nature,
feing the hole body of the Bible, andwritersof pros
phane hiftories be full of them?

Therfore feing no king or gouernour is exempted

! from thelawes,bande, and powerof God, butthat he
¢ ought to feare and tremble at it, wemdye proceds

des punishement , but alwayes theiriniquitie hathe

ben plaged inthem [elues or their pofteritic.
The caufe and maner of king Saules punishemét
and

tothe other part of the queftion : that is , whes
ther hinges princes , and other gouernours ought to
~ C il be
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be obedient and fubiefte to the pofitiue lavwes of their |
countrey, Todifcuffe this queSion | the right waye 3
éndmeane isds in all other thinges, to refortetothe !

fountaynes and rootes, and not todepende on the ry=

wers dnd braunches,For as ifmen should admoyt, that
the churche of Ronie were the catholike churche and
thepopethe head of it | and Goddes onely vicare in

o b R A S e S

earthe, and not feke further how be cometh by that -
autoritic:than could noman faie,but that all bis doin=
ges(werethey nesier [o wicked)should feme iudt sfoif
men should buylde vpon thauthoritie that kinges and -
princes vfurpe ouer their [ubiecles,and not fele from
sohens they bauctheyr autoritie ,hor whether that
which they vfe,be iufle,ther could be nothing produs
ced to let their cruell tyrannye.But forafmuche 45 we .
fee from whence all politike power and autoritie cos -
meth,that is,from God:and why it was ordained that |
i5, to mayntene iufticc : we ought(if we will iudge
rightly)by Goddes worde examine to trie this mater.

Saint Pauletreating who should doo obedience,

and to wwhom obedience should be done, faieth: Let

cuery foulebe fubfecieto the powersthat |
rule.for theris no power but of God. Ther -
are that wolde baue this worde, Soule, taken fir -

man,uot as be confiftcth of foule and body bothe tos

geticr.but onely of the fleshe:and that fo by thewor

de(Couill) chonld be ynderftanden onely & worldly
man tiat is,a laye man or temporall man (45 we ters
meit)

’u -

meit) dnd not a(piritual manand 4 miniflerof the
churche, &oher vpor Antichrift,the bishop of Ro
mefcking for fubiefles to be ynder his kingdom , bha=
the takeé for bis fubieClus the cleargie withtagge and
yagge that tothem belongeths and bathe made lawes,
that they should be his fubiectes, obedient to hin and
not to the politike power and autoritie wher vnto he
leaueth for fubiectes onely the temporaltic,

But in fcripture this worde( Soule is taken for
euery kinde of md a5 may dppedre wha it faicth, that
all the foules(that is ran and vooma)that were inthe
arie with Noe,wereeight. And that all the foules of
the houfe of Yacob, which camin to Egipt were lxx.
In which nombres it can not be denyed,but that ther
were as holy and ds [birituall perfones,as any are or
werein the kingdome of the bishopof Rome.  And

hrifoltome (aprieft) expounding this texte
(Leteuery foule be fubjectetothehigher
powers)fayeth:yes if thow be an apoftle, an euania
gelift, aprophet,orwhat o euer thow art: for this
fubie&tion deftroieth not religion. So that it cannot
bedcenyed,but bythis worde( Soule)is comprebens .
ded,euery perfone,andnone excepted, Now touching
this worde( Power) fome wold haue it interpreted
for all thofe perfones that execute iuskice, be he ks
fer,king,mayre,Sherif,conflable borfcholder, or nes
uer [o lowe:and fome wolde haue it tobe interpreted
only of kinges ad chiefeft officers, But it is hereto be
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€ bahen ﬁrtbemini}krie dnd dutoritie thatall officers g;nto them by God: &ohich 41fo S.Pdule in another -

of iuflice doo execute:and [o it maie appeare by Chri

fies ownc wordes,wher be [aieth: The kinges of

the naciones rule ouer'the,ad thofe thatex
ercice thautoritie or power, be called gras

cious Benefattours,orwell doers. Fores

all méand womé that feme to lyuc together in the ho
Iy ordindunce of Matrimonie be not m3 and wife for
itmaicbe  that the man batbe dan other wift
liuing or the wife other an bufbande, or that they
came not together for theloue of Godonly | and
 to auoide finne, but for fenfualitie, and to get riches,
and [o thordinaunce it felf is one thing, and theper=
foues thatis the mi dd womon an other: eué fo is the
politikepower or autoritie beig thordinaiicedd,good
gifteof God,onethig,dd the pfone that exccuteth the
fame(be he king or kaifer)an other thing. The ordia
naiice being godly the ma may be euil id not of God,

nor come therto by God, a5 the Propbet ofee [aieth: -

They baue made thema king , and not
trrough me:a prince,and not through my
counfail and will, :

Neither is that power and duthoritie which kins
ges.princes, andother miniftres of iuflice exercice,
only called 4 power:but alfo thauthoritie that paren
tes haue ower their children , and maiflers ouer theiy
feruduntes is alfo called 4 power: and neither be the
parentes nor maiflersthe poweritfelf , butthey be

iniftres and executours of the power, being geuen
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placeplainly sheweth,faieng to Titus:yoarne them
" tobe fubie@e to the principalities 3d po=
! wers.&ohich fome interprete,princes 4nd powers,to

make 4 diftin&id betwene the minifter and the Minia

frerie. And it}foloweth: to obey thofficers,fo that

alwaies the difference maie be perceaued. So thanif

by this worde (Soule) is ment cuery perfon fbiria

tusl and temporal,man and woman:and by this wora
de(power thautoritic that kinges and princes exea

cute,thancan not kinges and princes,but be contets

ned wnder this general worde( Soule) a5 well 45 0a

 thers, Andtbey being but executours of Goddes l4a

wes,and mennes iuftordinaunces, bealfo not exems
pted fron them but be bounden to be [ubiecte and obe
dient vnto them.For goodand iufte lawes of man be
Goddes power and ordinaunces,and they are but mis
nifters of thelawes,dd not the lawes felf, And if they
yoereexépt from the lawes, and fo it were laufull for

© them to doo what them lufteth their autoritie beig of
. God,it might be faied,that God allowed their tyranie
. yobbery of their fubiectes hillig thé without lawe id
. fo Godthautorof euil: whichwerea great blafphes
- mie.Juftinia théperour well cofidered,whan he ma
. dethis faieng to be put into the body of the lawes.1¢
i a worthy [aieng [aieth he) for the Maieftie of hins
~ that is i autoritie, to coft(Je that the priceis [ubiectc

to the lawes thauthoritic of the pricedothe fo muche
depende
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depende onthautoritie of the lawes, And i
certainly it is more honour than the honour of the '
empire, to fubmitte the principalitic unto the lawes. '

For in dede lawes be made,that the wilfull felf willof |

men should not rule but that they should baue a line
to leadethem, asthey might not goo out of the waie ;
of iuflice:and that (ifany wolde faie, they did them -
wrong) they might alledge the lawe for theirvwa=
ydunt and autoritie, It is alfo a principle of all lawes -
grounded on the lawe of nature , that eweryman
should vfe bim felf and beobedicnt to that lawe,that
he will others be bounden vnto,  For otherwife he
taketh awaye that equalitie (for ther is no difference .
betwene the head and foote, concerning the vfe and
benefite of the lawes) wherby common wealthes be
maintened andkeptvp.  Kohat equalitie (1befeche
you)should ther be, wher the fubic@r should doo to |
his ruler all the ruler wolde:and the yuler to the fube -
fele,that theruler lufleds o
The good emperour T raianus ( whom for bis
iuft behaucour , the Senateof Rometoke tobed
God)being in poffefion of his office, and minding to
shewe,that he voas not ordained to be atiranne, but .
to fee the people well gouerned, andthat, albeithe
wai the minifler of the lawes , yet voas be fub= |
ik to thelawes, toke 4 [weorde , and gaue itto
the Captdinof the horfemen , and faicd: Tae
ke this fweorde , ufe itfor me againft
mine

~ the, andworke thy condemnacion,

mine enemies in {uft caufes: and if I my
felf doonotiuftlyufeit, thanufe itaga-
inft me.

Zaleuchus the ruler and maker of lawes to the
locres, whan he made this lawe, that an aduoutea
rour should be punifhed with the loffe of bothe his
cies, and bis fonne hade offinded the [ame,albeit the
people made great interceflion,that his paines might
be pardoned him, he wold notconfent ynto it,but pul
ling out one of his fonnes eies, to fulfill and hepe the
lawe, be fuffred one of his owne cies alfoto be pulled

_out.

But thovo wilt faie: &ohdt haue wwe to doo with

" Ethnikes &ohy should we be ordred by Etbnikes doe

inges? 1 anfwer,that whan Ethnikes doo by nature
that thow art boundet alfo to doo, not only by nas
ture, but by the lawes of God and man, fuch Ethnia
kes shall ryfe in the yniuerfal indgement , to accufe

The bifhop of
Romes lawes(which albeit ke vfe not in him felf, yet

 will he hauelthem practiced in others) faye thus: It

isrequifite and iuft, thata prince obeie
hisowne lawes. For than maic heloke
that others shallkepe his lawes, whanhe
him felf hathe them inhonour. luftice

- will, that princesbe obedienraud boun«
- den to their owne lawes , and that they

can notin their owne doingescondems=
ne




nethofe laweswhich they prefcribe untd é “
{IN ®HAT THINGES, AND

others. Thauthoritie of their fayeng is
iuft and indifferent, if that thei fu&:re not :
them felues to doo that they.prohibite
unto their people.This faieth the bifbop of Ro= |
mes lawe, And vpon this principle after in the great §
geneval counfail of Lateran,&hich pope Inno=
cent the thirde helde, it may feme, it was ordained
and decreed(4s they [aie)that whan kinges and prine
ces that knowlaged no fupetiour , should fall out
among them [clues,or should mifufe theirpower and
autoritic ouer their [ubiectes, that than the maties
should be bearde id corrected by the bifhop of Rome |
But bere it miebe afhed, who did this iuflice on |
kinges and princes before that time , fith it was but
than comitted to the bifhop of Rome¢To that 4t this
time we shall not nede to anfwer, for that we doo not
feke prefétly to knowe who should be iudge,but onely
to declareand proue, that kinges and princes ought,
bothe by Goddes lawe,the lawe of nature mannes laa
xves,and good reafon, to be obedient and fubiecte to

‘how farre fubiectes are bounden
to obeic their princes and gouernours.~

§ THE BODY OF MAN IS KNIT
dnd kept together in due proporcid by the fia

* nevoes, fo is euery comii wealthe kept ad maitenedin
{ good ordre by Obedience, Butas if the finowes be to
{imuche racked id firetched out,or to muched shrinked
| together,it briedeth wonderfull paines and deformitie
1in ménes body: fo if Obedicce be to muche or to litel}
Lina common wealthe, it caufethmuche enil and difa
cordre. For to muche maketh the gouernours to for
g get their vocacion , and to ufurpe vpon their [ubiea
{ kes:to litel briedeth a licenciows libertie and maketh
| thepeople to forget their duetie. And [o bothe waies

the common wealthe groweth out of ordre,” and a¢

1leinght cometh to hauocke and vttre deftrudtion,

Some ther be that will haue to littel obedience,

the pofitiue lawes of their countrey | and maie nat
breake.them,and that they be not exempt fromthem, |
nor maie difpenfe with them, onles the makers of the
lawes geue them expreffe autoritie fo to doo.
&oho shalbe the hinges iudges, hereafter thow
shalt heare,
IN

ue ciuile power obeicd inall thinges , dnd thas

{# the Anabaptifles. For they bicaufe they heas
{reof a chrifian libettie, wolde haue all politike poe

wer taken awaye:and[o indede no obedience.
Others (s thenglifbe papifles ) racke and
Bretcheout obedience to muche, and wil nedes. bda

what

R




i‘?‘mm - ‘
p

.
I
l’u']
i

what fo euer it commaundeth , without refbecle it § hebe contented to wynke at theiy abomindciones.to
ought andmuft bedone.  But bothe of thenbe in § runnc with them,to dishonour God , to commit ido
great errours . Forthanabaptifles miflake chrifian § latrie , tokill the true miniffers and confeffours of

libertie, thinking that men maye line without finne,

and forget the fall of man , wherby be w.s brougbt
in to fuche miferie , that heis no more hableto rua
le bimfelf by bim felf ,

than one beaftis hable to 3
ruledn other: and thattherfore God ordained ciuile

Chrift,to deftroyethe poore innacétes which ablop
the papiftes wicked vices,and be defirous that Geddes
kingdome should be promoted : than is hean other
Exechids,a16fias acatholike prince,adedre fonte bf
tie churche,the protetour of the chuvche the deferta

power(bu miniftre) torule bim,and to call himba= | dour of the faithe,the fofterour of the cburcbe dcon=
cke, whan fo euer he should pa]]'e the limites of his i ﬁ]]‘our vohile be lyueth Jdfter bis deathe & faynt (vea d
duetie, and voold that anobedience should be gcuen | faint deuil)canonized with Ora pro nobis: wban
ynto him, i Beelzebub daunceth at bis Dirige,

And the papiftes neither confidre the degrees of i . Suched one([aze they) mufk be obeyed in all tl;ma
powers , norouer what thinges ciuile power hathey ges, none maie [beake sgainft his procedinges, for he
autoritie, neyct how farrefubiectes ought to obeyel that refilteth thepower , refifteth thordinaunce of
their goucrnours, And this they doo not for lacke of { God,and he that refisteth,purchaceth to him felf dane
knowlage,but of 4 fpiritual malice bzcau@ it makethy nacio:as though to leaue euil yndone,and to doogood,
againft their purpofe. , that the truthe should be§ wereto refi fte the power. And here alfo they wryng
difclofed, 1| 4bis fayeng of 5. Petre(Seruauntes obeie your

1f any chriftian prince should g0 about to re=y maifters, although they be froward and
drefJe the abufes of the Sacraments (brought in andy | churlishe )to free fubiectes ynder a king:as if bouns=
deuifed by the papiftes to maintée their kmg:lome)to { demen and free men were all one,and Linges and bon=
correcte their abominablelift,their hooredome,bugss demens lordes hade like authoritie. Sowith violent
gery dronkene[Je,pride,and fuche like vices: thanisq wringing and falfe applyeng of Goddes healthe ge=
be an other OZiss,another Ofa, an heretike, d [chifs] uing worde, Caiphasand Herode ryde chele by
matike, curfed from toppeto too, with boke, bell § .cheke,and walks arme in.arme, with bothe the fweor
dnd candle, as blacke a5 apottefi fle no obedzcnce of des and croﬂ'e before them, Frendc to theone, frendc
the [ubiectes ought to be gewen vnto him. B;;t ify; D to bo=
¢ bel ‘
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Ciuile poweris 4 power and ordinannce of God, ap.

that belong vnto t}m temporall lift of man,

'lmtbc he not only 1ot gewen man the hole power and

tobothe : andbe thatis dn heretike with Cdtpbdt,
| hathe referued to him felfthe power therof. For we

muft be 4tra¢tom' to Herode;

~ Thusthey goo aboskt to bleare mennes eies to con |
ﬁrme and encreace tbetr deuillishe kmgdome. But .

...............

........

what God will baue bim doo, and not what the [ub-
tiltie and violéce of wicked men will force him to doo,
He maye not robbe petre to clothe Paule ,
from God bis due to geue it vnto ciuile power neither
maie he make confiiflon of the powers,but yelde ynto
cuery oncthatis bis due , nor yet obeyeng the infe=
viours commaundement,leauc the commaundement of
the bighe&t vndone.  Yelde vnto Cefar,thofe
thingesthatbe Cefares (fayeth Chrift) and .

' .
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nor take %

. their bodye, fome with lofJe of their children ,

vnto God,thofe thingesthatbe Goddes:

pointed to certain thinges , but no general mm:ﬂcr %
ouer all tbmge: God bathe not gewen it power ouer
the one and ihe beft parteof man,that is ,the foule and
confcience of man , but onely ouer the other and the |
worft part of man, that is >the body,and thofe thinges .;

And yet ouer that parte with thappurtenannces g
d5
’%

ﬂnppc

@i

&ripped bim [elf quite of all thautoritie, but alfohe

{ yeade that vwhan ciuile power(bis miniffer)hathe ben
: necligent in doing bis duetie,or winked at the euil life
of the people, God bathe not holden bis hande , but
¢ bathe whipped and plagued fuche people , a5 he did
the Sadomites, Gomorrianes, and dinerfetymes the
Tewes.
Andinonr dayeshzs hide is not shortened but be han
the and daily dothe plage blafphemours, hooremons
gers.dronkerdes,murtheraurs theues traitours, ty=
rannes , fucheas inmanncs fight no man durft or at
the leaft wolde touche ; fomwith incurable plages of
fome
with loffe of their goodes 5 and fomewith sbdmeﬁ;ll
deathes,

And contrary wifewhan the worldly pos
wers haue violently , tyrannoufly , ouer sharply,
and wrongfully oppreffed and condemned innocena=
tes , God (to teflifie that be bathe alfo power
of the body ) bathe many tymes in all ages
4 myghtily and miraculoufly deliuered his people
from the. power of tyrannes : asthe ifraelites from

1 Pharao, Mardockeus from Aman, Sufannd from the

+ lecherous iudges:Sedrach Mefuch, and Abednego r3
theburnyng ouen:Daniel from the lyons denne,Petre
from Herode , and infinite other examples we

D i haue
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bauein [eripturesand biftories, And the li%e base not

“wanted in our daies alfo,if we will aduifedly c3fidre ;

the condicion and fate of our tyme,

to punisheas to deliuer at his ovene will.
God is the higheft power,yea the power of powers,

fr6 him is deriued all power, All people be his feruaiin

tes made to [erue and glorifie Lim, Al other powers

are but his minikers , [et to ouerfee that eueryone !
bebauebim [elfe |  be ought towarde God . andto -

doo thofethinges , that he is iuftly commaunded to
doo, byGod. -~ ‘ :

deth , is iuftand right: for frombim that is all to=
getheriufte andright |’ no iniuftice nor wrong
cancome. - |

so did Abraham, whan contrary to that femed
to be right and iuft( yed contrary to Goddes general
commaundement dhe made himfelf ready -tokill and
offre in facrifice bis onely promifed fonne Ifaac, ac-
cording to Goddes fpecial commaundement. Sodid
alfothechildrenof ifrael ; contrary tothe gencral

commaundement ('Thou shalt not feale) roba

be and fboile the Egipeianes, by Goddes fbecial coms
maundgucnts  And fo did Phinces , who albeit be
A were

So that we fee
God to be the fupreme power of the hole man, afwell -
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. &obat fo euer God commaundeth man-todoo, be ‘i iuftifie thee.
ought not to confidre the mater,but ftraight to obeie °

the commaunder. For we are fure,what he commauns

were no Magiftydte | “yet of 4 great zeale by the
inward mocion of Goddes fpirit thruft his [weorde
through. thofe two whom he founde committing
Horedome, - o o
But cotrary in maanes comaundementes,men ought
toconfidrethe matier ,and not the man.For all men
what [o.euer mynifterie or vocatio they cxcrcice, are
but mé-andfo maycerre.qwe fee coiicelles agdinft co=
celles, patliametes againft parliamétes,comaundemee
againft comaundement,this daye one thing to morove
another. 1t is notithe mannes wardunt that can
difthargethe , butit is the thing it [elf that muft
1t is the mater that will accufc thee,
and defende thee : acquytc thee, and condemne thec:
whan thow shalt come hefore the throne of the bia
gheftand euerlating power | wher no temporal
power will appeare for thee | to make anfwer orto
defende thee : but thow thy [clf muft anfwer for thy
felf and for what fo euer thou haft done, And there
forechriften menought voell to confidre, dand weighe
mennes commdundementes , before they be hadtie to
doo them, . to feeif they be contraric or repignaunt
to Goddes commaundementcs and iuftice : whichif
they be , they arc crucll and ewill, and ought not to
beobeyed, - fwe haue this fpecial commaundcment
from God the higheft pover, ofte repeted by the holy
gooft,  Forbeare todooenil, and doo thatis good.
D i Saint
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3. Paule(the truetedcher of obedicce)tedcheth, that
ciuilepower and princes benot ordayned to be ater
yourto thofe that doo wel but to thofe that doo euil,
ad will not that mé should do what fo euer the power |
commaundeth but [ayeth wilt thou not feare the po= :
wer? doo thatisgood,and thou shalthaue

praife ofit:for itis the minifter of God
ordained for thy benefite, andnotto th

deftruction. Butifthou doothat iseuil,
than feare:for it carieth not the fweorde in

vayne : foritisthe minifter of God,a -

reuenger and execucionar., to punishe

him that shal doo euil. Andtherforeitis orday
nied that euil might be taken awaye. Men muft befub .
iede,not only for feare of punishement , but alfo for -
confcience [ake.For not to obeye the power, thatdes .
fendeth the good ard vertuous,and punisheth the euil

andwicked,is deadly e, And the felffamealfos. y
: cedly fomn feffame o % to kill all the male childrenthat should be borne of

Petreteacheth.  Koberfore the marke that all men
ought to shoote at,is to doo good, and in no wife to

doo euil whofo euer commaundethit, 1f the minis
frers of theciuile power commaunde theetobos
nour and glorifie God,as God wilbe honoured, to de= -
fende(with thy perfoneand goodes ) thy countreye

againft thenemies,to doo fuche thinges as be for the

voealthe and benefite of thy countreye:thou art boun-
den to doo it:for it is good,and God will haue theeto
dooit, And if thoudooit not, thou[ynnet againft -

God,

1 God , andiuftly deferuest the punishement not only
| of the power,but of euerlading damnacion But if the
miniflers of the ciuile power commannde thee to difs
bonour God,to committe idolatrie , to kill an innos
cent , to fight againft thy countreysto geuc or lende
¥ that thou hatt , to fucheds mynde the fubuerfion and
g deftruction of thy countrey, or to mdyntquet!?c:?z in
J their Kpichedne[fe,thou oughtest not to dooit,but to
3 Teaue it yndone: forit is euil,and God (the fupremead
| higheft power ) will not that thou shouldeft doo it,

. Thapoftles in $yme of perfecution did not oncly geue

i psanexamplefotodoo, whan the worldly powers
* wolde baue had them tofolowe their procedinges,hut
. alfo lefte vs & leff3 fo todoo.God muft be obeied¢ faye
. they)rather than men. And this lefJon euen fromthe
begynning before it was written , was by theholy
gooft printed in mdnes heart.&oban Pharao thety

sanne commdunded the mydwyues of the Egipcianes,

B SSFC IR R VI,

the fraelites voywes:thinke ye,hedid only commauns
de them: No without doubt. Ye maye be [ure,he come
maunded not only vpd threatned paynes,but alfo pro
. mifed them largely:and perchaunce 4 largely a5 thos
* fedoo,that being defivous of chidren , - procure the
i mydvoywes to [4ye,, they be with childe, whai their
* bely is puffed vp with the dropfie or molle,ac hauing
bleared the comon peoples eies with procefiioning,

Te dewm finging,and bonefire banketting,vfeall cere
D iiij  monics
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monies and cryeng out, whileft an other bivdes egge | Mazeﬁze shall neuer be in [auetie and quiet fo long a4
is laycd in the neft.But thefe good mydveines ﬁmng tbrs traitourdnd bis prating children (that are al=
God(¢thebighpower) tho haddé commaundcd them, | | wayes in their fermones and bokes, meddling of the
nottokill , woldenot obeye this tyranne Pharaoes - kinges maters)be [uffred to Lyueiwe wilbe your true
commaundemcnt Lbut lefteit vndone., - _ obedient [eruguntes ,. we will beleue ds thekingbes

" &wban the loilye quene Tefabel commaunded, * leucth,we willdoo as the king biddeth vs, dccording
that the prophetes of God should be deftroyed , that . to our moft bounden ductie of allegeaunce , e shall
none should be lefte to [peake againft ber idoles , but & ; ¢ fone eafe your highnefJe of this grief: other of your
that all men should folowe ber procedinges:did Ab= 7  graces chaplaynes be more mete for that rovine
dias the chief officer to the king her hufbande faye, than this hipocritetraitour2 No. they vfedno fuche
Your grace dothe very well to ridde the worlde ofthé | court crueltie,but confidering God ta bethe [upreme
for tbofc that worship the trueliuing God, cannot be . power,and feing Ahimelech(by bis. dn[weres) and bis
but trditours fo my foucrayne lorde and maiftrethe * houfeboldetobe giltles of fuche materin forme and
king your bufbande,and toyour grace:and it i thefe . intent as (by Doeges accufation ). Saul charged
Ferctikes, that bewitthe and confure you, that your | ; hzm with all they refufed to kill any of them, or ones
grdce cannot e delyuered of your childe, nor f lepe “tolaye - vlolent handes vpon them , but playnly
quietly inyourbedde:let ine alone, Iwzll findethe - and vtterly ( being yct thekinges true feruduntes

meaires todefpeche themall, only haue your gracc & |
good opinion of te,and thirke 1am your owne? o,
Abdids (4 inan fearing God, and knowing this coms
maundement £0 be o wzcked womans will)did cleane :
contrary to her commaundement ,and hidde and pre=
ferued an bundred of the prophetes vnder the earthe
incanss. foban the wickedking Saul commaunded -
hiz howie houfcholde wayters and familiar [eruaun

, i and fubiectes ) denyed to obeye thekinges vnldus=
] | full: commaundement.  And whdnthe fame bis
| poerite - Saul - commaunded bis feruauntes or
! fouldionrs:to kill noble Ionathas bis fonne,who for
- necefSitie-hdde tuken a litel honie to recouer his
_ fiveinght-contrary to the king his fathers commant=
- dement:did they [aie,let vs kill him 45 we be willed fo
- shall fomeof vs be made the hinges lieutenaunt, we

tes to Lill tie pricft Akimelech and bis children for | shalbe an ynchenerer-to the fuccefion , we shall ba=
batred to Sunid: did thofe bis owne nereft wayting 4 ue hislandes, poffefiones, goodes and offices pareed

[iruauntzs flaitre bim forewarde , andfaye : your

? D v
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dmbg vs: let vsnot flicke o doo it.%ebdtf be i , . e e P
ched out of the worlgt’,‘ becan mdl::ono r:;::gii%: f:n tbﬂz " t;:c:rf d‘t{”?o.r wbd”. they ﬂ’ ake, did they
dead men doo no harme.No o cleane cBttary. They : e‘};:et ez; ‘eaddes in pieces mt‘b tb.ezr halbeardes;
Lnewe that innocent Abels bloud did crie to.the ] r PP; tbﬂr'mou;bes with their billes? No,they
lorde, V engeaunce, uengeaunce, uengeas ’ c‘;’,r;ﬁﬂ' ed,that in that themperour of beauen thalmi
unce. And that albeit Cain bade 4 m,a;kc, thot o ghtie 3od(znd not t}.;cperour of the eftrtbe.d wicked
manmight laufully kill bim in this life , yet hangeth ’é’;‘s:"\‘i ;‘c bellf againft God)was tbe‘zr.-.cmoplerour ad
be now(4s good writers faic)in chaines in hell. And | thapt ;l.d therin th‘ea.r wolde not obeie 1ulianor doo
thefore they wolde not obeie the wicked and cruclti= both CS cf;;‘nma;ndcg in that bebalfe. Aud .tbis anfwer
yannes commaundemsent , but knowing that God the : 2 ml bm eand S:Auguﬁme, yed &d
will not haueinnocentes blood shead, but innocentes 1 pdpzﬂels{ (alti ough they the fe.lufs doo not fo)pro=
againft tyrannes defended,they - toke vpon them the f:u?ke “nd [etfurthe f ord ._Cbrtﬂe doé.}rme ddacda
defenfe of the good fonneagainft thetyrannicall his Eez e cbx_aple,how-chnﬁ ¢ad gOO‘{[’fb iecbes shoulde
pocrite and onnaturalfuther. S ! o :_“5 thé felues .towrdex.mcgzed prices, &d theiyr wi
Lulian themperour , albeit he were dn Apofiatd 1 b et t:jemd“"d‘_m‘te‘ sthat is, in "o wife to obeie thé,
from Chrift , andagreat perfecutour of Chriftes : t;:eir f due the ungone. And 4 mé ought not to obeic
churche, yet hade he ynder bim fouldiours that pros | thio uP fmw;;t at shall comaunde thé to doo any
ffed Chrift. &oban be commaunded them to fet fives mg t;‘)‘“ﬁ G(; es worde, or the l:mei of nature:fo
vrde to fight forthe defenfe of the common weals o :f) c.e).;l'n?, 00 that they shall comaiide the cotras
the, they obeied him,and did it willingly:but did they t: r "ét etu{{h ce,0rtot b_e hurt of the hole flate. Nei
before they were commaiided feke for the chriftianes, ‘ thin v oo ;‘: rices attpt or goo abqut any fuche
and bring them to the one and twentie Commiﬁimm.-‘f:E fea teg;’:o:l!: “i I:M;E wate fo bring fbé out of their
yes,or to the bif hoppes colehoufecor vohan be willed | bt f;ea,:i 1’0 "f; ¢ t- ¢ of kinges no k:nges..ﬁgw can
and commaunded them to deftroye fuch 4 wold not ‘ad 4ol ::; a dC;)_tmere,\vber the body is cofumed
denie Chrift . and folowe his procedinges, wor Thipe: e ?:b i : nd how cz that body l?e tf;[h'e,wbcr the
ping idoles:did they bring them to the firedd flande " Sb;uldc awfsga:je roken and iuflice (the marie
about, that they should not fpeakes and tofee, that Amion:g::g :}:z;:tri;rly ;dgﬂe (;dgd cfecaiedf
none st ; b , kingof Diria wrote
ne should come nere thé,to conforte and ﬁ"’”gt’e’; “ ths to all the citics of his dominion, that if be did ¢3
maunde
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mtnde any thing that should be contrary tothe laa | o be obeied but withflunden. For the [ubieches ought
woes, ‘they shouldnotpdffe theron , but thatrather | not(againft nature )to further their owne deftrucia,
they should thinke, it was follenor firged without | but to feke their owne faluacion:not to maintene euil
bis knowlage, confidering that the prince or gouers . pyt to fuppreffecuil : fornot anly the doers but alfo
nouris wothing elles but the minifter of the lawes, . the confentouys to euil , shalbe punifhed faic bothe
&nd this [ame faieng of this moft noble king femed i Goddes and mannes lawes,  And men ought to baue
to be foiufle and reafonable, that it is taken for 4 com + morcrefbecte to their countrey,than to their prince:
mon principle, hovo [ubiectes should knowe, wohan | to the common wealthe, than to any one perfone. For
they shauld doo that they be commaunded, and whan < the countrey and common wealthe is 4 degree aboue
theyoughtnot. = " the hing. Next vnto God men ought to louetheir
Likewife ' bi[bop of Rome called Alexander countrey, and the hole common wwealthe before any
the thrid, wrotetoan Archebifhop, to.doo 4 thing . membre of it: 45 kinges and princes(be they neuer fo
which feme&to the Archcbi['bop to be Vnreafonablc '} gf’fdt)‘drt but membre;;‘md common wealthes maj
and contratryto.the lawes, ' the pope perceaning that % fiande well ynough and florifhe . .albeit ther be no
tharbifhop was offended with bis writing,dand wols * kingcs but contrary wife without a common wealthe
denotdoo that herequired : defired himnot tobe | ther can be no king. Common wealthes and realmes
pffended butthatif ther were caufe,why be thought . may line,whan the head is cut of, and may put on 4
he shouldnot do thut be required, he wolde aduertife " newe bead, that is » mMake them 4 newe goyernour,
him,and he therwith wolde be [atisfied, . han they [ec their olde head feke to muche his owne
This # a popes [aiég:which who is [o bardy dar= S will and not the wealthe of the hole body , for the
die to denie fo be of lefJe autoritic than 4 lawe: yea {which he was only ordained, Andby that iuflice and
Hot felowebut aboue Goddes wordes foher vpon  lawe,that lately bathe ben excuted in Englande (if it
this is a-generalrule,that the popeis not to be obeied,  maic be called inflice and lavpe)it should appeare that
but in laufull and honeft thinges; Andfo by good Ars ' the minifkers of ciuile power doo fomtimes commanina
gument from the moreto theleffe,that princes (being de that,that the fubiectes ought not to doo,
but foote ftooles and firrop holdersto popes) com=" - &phan theinnocent Lady [ane contrary to her

mannding their fubie@es that is not godly, not iufle, ' will yea by force , withteares dropping doyone her

not laufull, or hurtefull to thejr countrey ought not 3 shekes, fuffred ber felf to be called Quene of Ens

to be ' glande
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glande: yetyefee, bicaufe sheconfentedto that | fill thatis not dgreing to thy Canon lawes:1 haue to
wohich was notby ciuileiuflice laufull, she id her huf { faieto thee, Stade ftil a while,whileft 1 rubbe the. Tell
bande for company fuffred the paines of Traitours, {meplainly, and facenot out alie, 5 thow arte wont:
bothe headles buried in onepitte. 1 fpeake not one thing,and thinke an other,# thy nas
&vhan the bleffed mi of God, Thomas Cran= tureis:onesin thy lift tell the truthe, and shame thy
mer Archebifhop of Cantorbury did what ke ;maifler the deuil.1f thou were the fonne of the earthe
might to refiste to fubferibe to King Edwardes 'y thy fathers fide, and of an erraunt hoore by the
will,wherby bis two fifters , theladies Mary.and {mother, and foa baftarde By what antoritie faicft
Elizabeth should haue ben vorongfully difherited: '+ thow thy maffe,whan ' thy lawes fuffreno baftardes
yet bicaufe be afterwarde (to consét the kinges mina | to be prieftes without difpenfacionzhow comeft-thos
de and commaundement, yea in dede to faue the inno= | to bed _\l;%‘[gg&_ ‘whanthy layes [aie,thou maieft be
cent king from theioléce of moft wicked traiterous | no prieft: How bethy iudgementes laufull, whan
tirannes )did [ubfcribe vnto it againft bis will:was it ; thou by tby Canones maieft beno iudges  Allmen
not laied vnto him by thewicked Tudge Morga gmm- 5 that thy mother whan thow waft bcgoten,§
(whom God not long after plaged with taking awaie | w45 an hoore.
bis wittes that was 4 foole before) that beought not | The common voice dnd fame faieth,and the truthe
to doo any thing unlaufull, bi commaundemet of any ; is,that albeit oneBoner (a bare whippe lacke)for,
power?Andfobe (aninnocent) piked outamonga lucre of money'toke vpon him to be thy father,
great nombre of very euil doers (to fatisfie the lawe) | and than to mary thy mother, yet thou waft perfone :
was condemned 45 & traitour beforebe [uffred 45 4 ’gS;uages;bd.}iarde : andof that race come thy/
martir.foere not the ymages id Roodeloftes in En- | Coufins &vimmeslowe thy Archediacon of lons/
glande deftroied by aktoritie of ciutle power: And j??dou(a mete eie for fuche 4 groffe head) .and &rimf=
dothe not Boner the Archbocher oflondd {lowe his brother,and a great meany moo notable,
for all that force them that obeied the authoritic(bi= § Thefe thinges be fo euident ad plaine,that thow cana
canfe be faieth,it was not lauful Yto make thé vp agai | neft not(without blufhing)denie them:neither thou
at their ovene charges?But Boner thou that allove % wilt (1 knoye )denie the, For thow boafteft id brags
eft nothing to be well done(by what fo euer autoritie § geft muche,that thow comeft of gentil blood.
itbedone)except it be laufullnor nothing to be lasia s Butthow wilt fayesthow hafk  bull of difpéfacion

full, &+ frons
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from the pope, I vequire to knowe, what time it was ?

graunted. Thou faicft,whan thou wast 4t Rome.1¢ s
cucn that 1 requiered, Thow waftindede at Rome, |
prodour forthe princes dowager the Quenes moa;
ther i the caule of dinorccbetwene King Henry

the viij.and her.

“Xohan thou [aweft that no prebcnﬂes, 10 Arches!

decedued.Xohat fo euerbecometh of thy bocherlybos o |

dy I wishe thy foule to be faued. Repent therforein
tyme:become Pauleof Saul.

&oban the prince of Sebechcalled Adonifebech
cut of the handes and fete of Seuentie kinges,and mae

4 dechem Lyue by licking vp the cromes that fell vnder

bis table, be thought thofe poore ntaymed men could

didcarics, no bif hoprikes were to be goten by conti=i doo hint no hurt:but God payed him home,For he hins

nuing on her parte, thow betraiedeft her caufe, and:
becameft of Counfail with the king. O noblecoun=
faillour.O feuere and lanfull indge.

A mete man to [it in condemndcion of [o many.
innocentes : yed more mete to fandeon the, pg'ac_t_rie,%
than ind pulpit:tobe tied vp in 4 boare franke, than:
walke in d princes chambre:to wearc  Tiburnc tips
pet,than d graie amife. But what if thou haueno dis:
fhenfacionsXobat a murtherour art thow of true Ena}

e

felf bade his handes and feee cut of ,and was forced to
pike vp cromes wnder the table, as he bade forced the

1 other Kinges.

King Abimelech caufed bis thre feore and ¢
brethren by the father fide, to be all hilled, bicaufe he
might reigne alone:he thought all was Cocke, and fo
didthey that holpe him to exccute fo horrible an 4=
cte.But what¢did they efcape?  No.God fuffred the
deutl to make difcorde betwene the king and his deare

glif be menz  &obat 4 tormentour of the people o, dearlinges,and firfk thei were iuftly defbroied by their
God: How hafk thoudeceaucd the Erles of Oxe=dking, and after hehim [elf bauing bis head broken
forde and Suflex,the Lorde Ruiche,the Mdi=3with apece of 4 ffonelette fall out of 4 weake wos
res and Skeriffes of London , and many other ofmans handes. for shame willed his feruaunt to kill hing
the nobilitic, gentilmen, and Commoncs , forcging ! with 4 fweorde,that it should not be reported, 4 wo=
thews to wafhe their handes ininnocentes blood with| man bade killd him. King Achab and Quene le=
thees what confciences maie they baue through thee! fabel thought nonshould reuenge poore Nabos
How canneft thou [alue their wounded foulesc But{thesdeathe:but contrary to their expectacion , by
thow wilt [aie, it maketh no matier, . The cleargieisg Goddes iuftice,dogges slofied and licked vp the blood
fuaire ridde.of a great meany of enemies, A dead mang of them bothe.quene Athalia thought her felf fure
candoo po hurt.  But be thou certain,thow wilt beg whan she had hilled al the kinges progenie, but God
- deceaned] E  [ferued
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ferued her with the like fawce: shereigned not long, 4y} eftvoyeth thofe that worke mifchicf:that abbor
but she s killed. All the miferieand mifchiefinthe & gehp plood thir@ie people,and thofe that hauedouble
Realmeof Naples came by awoman,called Quene | 4 vre5 and treble tongues

Toane(4 woman of muckle luft)who #fter shebade 4 - gy Boner ;Imaye not leaue thee thus.Geue me
ben awhile maried toanoble gentilman, and waxed | g, (Sauage Boner) todifpute-this mater of
wedry of 'l"tf wer ke, caufedhim  to be banged out of ; Laufull and not Luufulla litle more with thee. 1f thow
an open galericin the toppe of the houfe ( bicaufe é and thereft of the traitours thy Copaniones should
noman shouzv:i fechim) and not after tbep'oore the= J perfuade the frédeles Quene ofEngland(wbb‘
nes maner wwith an balter of hempe , but withd rope s . baue enchaiited)to peue oer the towne of Cales

ofgolde zfecrougb‘t with berowne and ber [iters \ feand Barwike to« ftraunge prince,and (contras
IMadam Marimalecafta her owne fyngers, i ryto her othe not to diminishe any parte of the

She triumpheth for a while, and after befides an v=;
eakeable nombre of pryuiemariages she made fou
rebydaye in alitle fpace , but at leynght God pla=
geth her, and she was banged in that place,wher she |
before hanged her hufbande. :
&ohan thofe that confpired the deathe of the two
brethren,the Admiral and the ProteGtour has
de brought it to paffe , 'fo as they might robbe the
king,and fpoile the Realme at their pleafure: didthey.
at leynght efeape [cotte freezNo.Som of them by the|
iuftc indgement of God were plaged with the like pu=
nishemit,with the fame axe, vpon the felf fame bloc=}
ke and in che [ume place, And thereft. bereafter dre,
not vnlike without repentaunce (which they. 'shewe
" not)toreceauc their rewardes , . either in them felues;
or their pofkeritie.  Owonderfull workes ; O iust|

Tudgement of God , that batcth thofe that dooeuil,g
E o andl

rightesof the Crowneand Nherties of the people,
whichhinges of England at thein Corondcioninty=

' mes paft made,and which she alfy made o her [ubie=

&es , Kohan she was crowned before she voas a perfit

1 Quene ) shefolowed yoir counfail and fom noble

perfonage fent thider to deliucr the keyes, aud the de
putie and garifondid not ftrike of the mefagiers
bead , andfetitonthe gates , but obeyed it,and not
refifted it:wer not thou dd thi felowes traitours for p
fuading her fo doozhade not she broken her othe and
promyfeiwere not thattournay d traitour fordoing
that be was commaunded? &vere not the deputie and

1 garifontraitours for fuffring it tobe done¢  Anf=

wer.  Qohat canneftthou [aie for thy [elfand thy
olowes:Giltie,or not gilties Thou Standeft mewet,

| &bt not a wordes Thou art [ure,your good will will
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ﬂdnde you in ds good fede, as thedede done, Neither
doo ye paffe , though the crowes be fedde with
Jour carion carca[es » andthe deuil with your fous
les,fo ye maye leane bebindeyoud fame,that by your
traytourie,the laitic of Englad was deflroyed , and
the biritualticreftored totheir pompe and lordly
POWN‘,
But before the halter ftoppe thy winde, Boner,
let vs knowe,what thou canft f1ye for ber,  Sayeft
thou,princes be not bounden by theyr othes and proe

mzf]lsf’ynougn &obat for the reft:let them vemembre
that not [3g 4goo their neighbour MOfieur Ver -
Captainof Boloigne was punishedas4 |
traitour,for that by necefitie and extremitie of fors -
ce he rédred vp Boloigne to king Hery theight

uin,

and did not die in the defenfe of it:But thou wilt fse,
be did it without commaundement of bis meifter: and
thefeshall dooit by comaundement of their maiftres.
But what if the commaundement be not laufull; doet
thou not faiethy [elf, it is not to be obeied?
faieft to others

Quenes owne ,
owne what she lusteth.Xohat if it be denyed to be her

owne? But thou wilt [aie: she bathe thecrowneby. { J
enberitaunce,and maiedifpofe of therealme,and ewes § ‘C“” {“’;g“‘" or [ell awaye the holdes "‘”d fortes (a5
ry parteof the Realme,as pleafeth her.But I anfwer; § <3 1€!€ and Barwike , or fuche lite ) without the

that albeit she haue it bi enheritaunce, yet she bathe confent of the Commones: for it was purchaced

it with ¢

Thow -
that non maiedo that is notlauﬁ;ll 1ne ncuermﬁly » yetmaye they not difpofe of the
for any commaundement But thow wilt faie : itis the | CTOWne or realme,ds i pleafeth them. They haue the

and she maye laufully doo with hey 7§ Crowneto mini[hr tuftice,but the Rcalme being 4 bo

i i A R A 5 i

it with an othe,lawe and condicion to kepeand mayn .-

tene it not to departe w:tbzt or diminishe it. Ifshe ha
e no more right to the Realmethan ber father has
de, and ber father as muche a5 euer aniking of Engs=
lande : what neded he to requirethe confent of the
Nobilitie and commons (by parliament )to geuc the
Crovone to bis daughter or any other?

But thow will [aie,it was more thanneded : for
without confent of the parliamét, he might doo with
the Realme dd eucriptetherof, what it pleafed him.
Take bede what thou [ayeft. 1fthat be true,that king
Henry might do with it without cafent of the parlia=
ment:how is the Ladimari Quene: &by might
not King Edwarde his fome (4 princebornein
laufull matrimonie, and right beire to the Crowne)
bequeathe the Crowne wher he wolde | and as be did¢
Take bede what thou doeft . 1f the king andQuene
geuc thee a thoufaitt perdones,yet shalt thou be foun
ded ranke Traitour to the Realme of Englande. For
albeit the king or Queneof « reaime haue the Crovw-

diof frec men and not of bondemen,he nor she can not
geucor [ell them as [laues and bondemen, No, they

E ij with




-~ with their blood id moneie. Yed dd thine owne popes
laves (wherby thou meafurcft all thiges to be laufull
or not laufull faie,that if 4 kig or gouernour of any
redline goo about to diminishe the regalities dd righ=
tes of his crowne, he ought to be depofed. Thus did
Pope Honorius the thrid comaunde tharchebisbop of
Collofja dd his fuffraganes to depriuea kig of Vnga

rie,which wét about to wafte , [ell ad geue awayethe |

Regalities dd rightes of his crovone, onles in tyme ke
cedffed dd called backe that be hadedone. 1t is fo plaia
ne,thou canft not denie it.But I fec,Boner, Y haue cha
fed thee to muche:thi chekes blushe ad [well for very
dgre.M.D,Cheadfei,M.D. Pédlets, M. Cofins, or [o
of you Chaplaines , get my lorde d cup of fecke,to co
forthis fpirites My lorde &d1agree almolt like bels
les:yoe iarre [Gvohat but not muche;bis lordship mea-
neththat mé ought to be alwaics but not at all tymes
boneft.But 1 [aie,theimuft be honeft alwdies dd at al
tymes. His lordeship wolde fayne baue a placardeor
prouifo for bi dd his,that they might [otimes(that is
fro the beginig to thede of the weie )plaie their par=
tes.But 1faic,albeit his lordship haue fuche a priuiles
ge,yct maieno boneft md at any tyme doo that isnot
boneft, iufte,ad laufull bi kaifers,kiges, Quenes no,
neither his comaundement.For if thofe thinges which
only in mennes opiniones feme to be vnlaufull maye
by no autoritic be done,and thofe thatdoo the, be no
IefJe to be puniff hed, than if they had done them vyitha
out dutsritie : hove muche lefJe maye fuche thine

i gesby 4ty commaundement be committed that dvein
4 dede onlaufull : but [balbe punifhed according to the
| defertes, bywhat[o euer power or autoritie they be
f executed? Men therfore ought-to take hede , that by
r% going fbout to come out of the fmoke,they fall not in
1 tothefire:andby pleafing of men , they runne notin
| tothedifpleafure of God. 1f mennes ordinaunces and
| lawes,or the gouernours autoritie and commaunde=
 ment werea fufficient difcharge for mentodoo.
i what fo euer were prefcribed or comaunded vnto the,

, tell me(1 befeche thee) why did Efajas the Prop het

| [uffrevather to be fxwed inpieces, than to folowethe
. procedinges of Manalles ¢ why did Daniel noe
* folowe king Datius and bis counfailles commauns
i dement forbearing to wor(bip the true God: but was
i content to becaft to the lyonesswhy did not the three
| children,Sadrach, Mefach,and Abednego
obeye Nabuchadnefar in worfhipping the gol=
~denidole, dd [o auoide the hotte burnig fornaccewhy
'did Eleazarusfubmitte him [elf to deathe,and not
} diffemblez vohy did be not eate bis ovone neeat ,ad ab=
i fteyne froporke flefhe, that the king c3maunded the
1lewes to eat cotrary to the lawes, id faye that he ha=
de eatéit,as bis olde truftye frides of the court colf
ifuiled hizvohi did benot fue for 4 bul or perds of An=
tm.clms,tbat hemight vfe bis ovone veligio asour En
3 glishe haltig gofpellers doo of the pe pe,cofeffing his

% autoriti,which is the thig that be 51y paffeth vpo:id
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<o raveth not how many foules be ledde to the deuil? 'E
fohy did not the feuen brethré and their mother obeie é

the hinges commaundement, and faue their lyucs and
goodes,ds thauncient Cathatiftes. and newe puri |

{tesdoo , faicng : all thinges be purcto the pure,and :

no 1dolatrienor filthynefJe can infectebim that ispus |

re and cleanezor why did they not faie , 45 the Pri=

{cianiftes and Papiftes didin tyme paft, andas \
the marchauntes Hill and Petrefonne with their
doublc tongued trainc &d diffembling fecle at this pre

fent fuic, thatit islaufull (andno finne)to[aye one

thing and meane an other? to lyeith the lyppes, fo I
they baue the truthe in the heart ¢ to denye Godin ~
wordes and workes,fo they céfefJc himin thought ad g
mynde: todaunce with the deuilalldaye, andlodge"!
with Chrift at night ¢why did Paule fuffrefomany
imprifonmétes,fo muche beating.fcourgeing and tors |
menting?And why at leingbt did be not fawe bis life, |
and folowe Kaifer Neroescommaundement ¢ fohy |
did not the Prophetes thapoftles, and fo many thous'
funtes of martirs folowe the wicked tirannes com= !
maundemétes and procedinges but refifted them, and |
with their blood teftified, that they allowed thénot: |
But all thefeholy ménes doiges in confefig ad obeicg..
the higheft power God, 4d not thinferiour powers in
wicked id euil thiges , are coméded dd lefte bi the o=
1y goofte to vs in holifchriftto folowe id doo the like.:
1 ménes lavoes id comaundementes were d [ufficient ]

H
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4 wirdit to mé. todoowhat fo eneriscomuiided théitell .’

me(1praie thee) to what purpofeis [uffrig of perfecu
cid fo ofte repeted fo earneftly taught fo highly com
mended in fcripturcsChrift faicth: He that taketh not
uphis crofle and foloweth me,is not mete
for me.And agein:bleffed be thofe that fuf«
fre perfecution for righteoufnefle fake,
for theirs is the kingdome of heauen. Blef
fed axe ye,whan men shall curfe you, and
perfecute you, and {peake all euil againit
you, lieng for myfake:be gladand refois
ce,for your rewarde is pleintifullin beas
uen.Sodid they perfecute the prophetes
that were before your.  And thapoftle [aieth:
All thatwill live godly in Chrift lefus,
shall fuffre perfecution.  And [oin 4 great
nombre of places of [eriptures.

By fuche perfecution can not be ment the iniuries
that priuate man dothe to priuate man: for God has
the ordained a meane, thatis, themagiftratetores
dreffe them. But by perfecution is ment the Iniuries
and tirannie that the Magiftrates and gouernours
exercice ouer God les people. For they not contented
to let & chriflian man haue iuficein ciuile thinges aga
inft 4 papift, nor an honeft managainft fuched one
« fauoureth their procedinges , doothé felucs [poile
the chriftianes and honeft of their goodes : and ot
onely [poile them,but by all manerof force,uiolence,
' E v and
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and [udyes feke their life and blood , not onely in

their ovene countrey. , but wher they haue nondu= °

toritie, bicaufethey will not obeie their commdun=
dements .and folowe their wicked procedinges.

God vill baue his tried by perfecucion , that the
worlde maie[ee , who loue the chiefpower , mos
re thanthe mf%rwur powers : bis commaundemens
tes , more tbdn mennes fonde procedinges:the foule,
morcthan the flefbe : the fure and euerlafting en-
heritaunce of heauen, more than the vncertainand |
temporal poffefiones of this worlde. Yea he hathe
ton dther waie to let the difftrence appeare to mens
nes etes betwene his [eruauntes dnd princes Pdrds
fites than only by perfecucion,  Papifes, Turkes,
Jevocs, gentilescan diffemble, they can femeto faft,
to praie -, togeue alniofe | to builde monafferies, |
and chauntries | and to doo notwarde workes gaie
tothecie , bicaufethey wold be accompted holy of
met | but to refufe to doo that is euil for iuflice [a=
ke,to be slaundred, fpoken eutl of,whipped, fcours |
ged, fpoiled of their goodes, killed of theworldly |
princesandtirannes | rather than they wolde difz

J

obeie God , and forfake Chrift: this canneither

papifles nor Turkes | lewes nor gentiles , nornon
other doo but oncly thelecdes of God, And yet God
dothe not o feucrcly vequire of his people, that they
should [trcight offre them felues to the princes sla=
tghterhoufe,their neches to the halter, their headdes

te

. tothe blocke, their blood to make princes puddinges,
| their entrailles to make tripes , their quartres to be
! boiled or rofted:but be hathe lefte them a fbecial yule
- and comaundement,wherby.to guide them felues,that
; is, in all thinges to[ekeﬁzrﬂ the kingdome of God. If
be thatis perfecuted,fle in bis cofciéce, that he maie
| doo God greaterferuice and glorie by [uffring than
¥ by fleing, be ought rather to fuffre a thoufaunt deas
"thes than to flee one foote, But if his confcicnce vyita
nc[]}wlt:) Lim that he maie doo God greater glorie
by flieng thanby taricng, he ought not to tempt God
withtarieng,but is bounden by cCizaundement to des
parte. 1 they perfecute you in one citie(fai=
? eth Chrift )flye into an other. And hedid not

only teache it,but did it bim[elf for[aking lewrie,ad
goig into Galile,whi be bearde lohn Bapift was
* laied bi the heles, bicaufe the time voas not yet cone,
- wherin bewas appomted to glorifie God,And bicdus
i fe God wolde haue a refuge place and fanGuarie for
Lhis, whan fuche tirannie and perfecucion shouid be
exerciced be wolde newer fuffrethe power and ambi=
' cious tirannes tMuake one perfite Monarchie of all,
: but whan thes hade done their beft to bring all toge=
{ther, and the [tring hade bé almoft in the nicke of the
ibowe (45 the prouerbe is )it hathe fodainly slipt,and
inot only deftroied the doer, but it hathe fallen in to 4
1 great meany moo shiuers than eucr it vous beforc,
4 Thus God dulicth and plaicth with his puppettes the
prmcehngcs of this worlde. &ver a




wherforefence we beGoddes people and ferudune ’ this no [urewaie for them to doo that they olde,if

tes,and he our lorde and the higheft power: - and the § they should obeie their princes in what [o euer they

princes of the worldebe buthis miniftres and infes

riour powers, orddined todoo good and not euil; we |.
ought to [cke chiefly todoo Goddes cimaundementes |

before all mennes , to pleafe God rather than men,
For the princes(doo they the worft they can)canbut
take frommen their goodes andliues : but God can

take from vsbothe goodesand bodie, and caft bothe
body and foulein to hell. And yet should not they be |!
bable to worke theiy will in this worlde, nor execute |
their malice,if menwolde behauethem felues towdra |
de theiy lorde and maifler God as they ought. Ford |
becan , fo wolde befone defpeche the worlde of ti=
vines.But bicaufe many be opé enemics of God,and ||
many diffemblers with God, God fendeth ad fuffreth |
euil gouernours (and will fendeworfe) to plagethe

todoo that is euil ,and committe thende to God.
Butadmitte ther bea great nombre that baue | i
dronken of the hoore of Babilons cuppe,and thinke, :
that ther is neither heayen nor hell, and that Goddes
worde s but friers maters: and that therfore (like |
Sardanapalus) they should feke to eatand drins ;
ke,and feruetheir luffes, and nothing elles:yet were !
this

i
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- commaunded.

Thendture of wicked Princes is muche like to the
moldewarpes, which if they be [uffred to haue their
fnowtes inthe grounde', and be not furthewith leta
ted, will fodainly baue in all the body:or to the wefels

1 les that conueith in his bole body,wher he hathe ones

gotenin his head.  So they if they be obeied in any
 ewil thing (beit neucr folitell) wilbe obeied in all at
lemgbt.&*obat letteth but that they maie not only fen=
- de for mennes goodes , but for their headdes alfo, 4s
 the Turke dothe to his beft Bafla, and all bis fub=
 dectes whan it pleafeth him: &oby maie not they fena
! de for their [ubiectes children caufe them to be killed,

i baked and geuc it to their parentesin [leade of other
e ) : € |\ meat: and for 4 feconde courfe bring in to them,the
people for their iniquitie, and to tric the faithe of his §
electe, fromwhom not oneheare of the head canbe |
takfm without G'oddcs wil. Andiherfore [eking als | fcrue to fct our the mifchicfis that might flowe,whi
waies todo that is good, theyshould alwayesefchue o inces euil commaundements should be obeied and

: || fulflled. But men that be wife,maie bi a litell confidre

beades, fete, andbandes, a5 king Aftiages didto
Harpagus?  Allthe papirof England wold not

the hole.

Seing therfore that God will not princes coms
 maundementes should be obeied in all thinges | but
will haue his rather [uffre a thoufaunt deathes, than
! do any thing that is euil;and fence alfo fo many euils
les and mifchiefes may folovee in this life,wher wicked
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prinecs willes maie flande for lawes, men ought 663 % W HET H . R A..L L THE g V B,ﬁ

the for Goddes fake and comniaundement abfteine to

obeie[ucke commaundementes, and cleaue vnto this |\
Maxime:we muft obeie God rather than man, for
sohofe [ake if we lofe bothe goodes and life e ought
toreioice, that we becalled toferuebim , andnot |

doubt. but 4 be is hablitorecompenceit, fowill he " ‘ )
’ . L [eruetheir madneffe,amdg other foule errours,

(uccordingto his promife )rewarde ie. And btﬁdc:‘
alfo they ought to confidre, that princes be orddined
for the wealthe and benefite of the people,and not to
their deftruétion:to maintene common wealthes, and
not to fubuerte them : which rather thn any man
should confent vnto, be ought ( being a faitbfull
mi to bis countrey ) to abide all loffes,bothe of
body and goodes. For next aftcr God,
men be borne to lowe, honour,
and maintenc their
- countyey.
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iectesgoodesbethe Kayfers and kin-
- ges ovne,and that they maie laufully take
them 45 their owneg

HE Anabaptiftes wrefling feripture to

1 baue this: that all thinges ought to be common, they
i ymage man to be of that puritie that hevoas before
the fall, that s cleane without finne or that (if he
- will) he maie fo be:and that as whan ther was no fin=
 ne,all thinges were common,fo they ought nowto be,
- Butthis mingling of the flite-of man beforethe
‘fall, and of him after the fall muche deceaucth them,
 Forby the fajl;id enerafter the fall this corruptible
| fefteof manis-clogged with finnc , and shall newer
“be ridde of finne as lang s it is in this corrupt worl
de, bt shaibe alwaies difpofed &d prone to doo that is
Lewil. And therfore a5 one meanes to be therather yna
Icombred of the heape of finne,God ordained that mi

| should get bis liuing by the [yoette of ‘his browes:
14d et be should be the more forced to labour, the di
gﬂin&iﬁ of thiges dd propretie(mine,ad thine)was
(cdtrary to platoes opinio)ordained, ¢ appeareth by
thefe two lawes: Thou shalt notfteale: Thou
jshall notcouet thy neighbours wife,nor bis
rudiitnor bis maide, nor his oxe;norhis Affe, nor,
A ; any




any thing thatishis. Afrermardein dele [eriptus | whom they foree tolabour andtoylein theirworkes, .-

ve fpeaketh of communion of thinges , not that they || Butthe ianer of coming therby is fo diuerfe , thatit
ought fo tobe (for fo [ctipture should be diredtly ! maketh the iusteneffe of their doinges muche fufpes
againft[cripture) but that ther was fuch charitie ¢ted.For fome doo it vader pretéfe to doo the people
among the people, that of thei¥ ownefrce will, they | go?d:fomc by craftie and fubtil meanes, colour thein
gaue and foldeall they bad, to releue the miferie of | doinges:andfome of right (but without right)claime
their poore brethrenzwho forimpotencie,or for mul=, then for their ovne,
titude of children, were not with their Libour bable| Of the furftfortbe thofe, that put great taxes
to get [ufficient to releue their necefitic. Norof chis| and impoficiones on drinke for forafmuch as the peoa
fo geuen might cuery man ta ke as muche a5 bim lua| plewithouermuch drinking become dronkerdes (and
ffed but to eucry one(accordig to his neeefitie) fuffi=| fo finne againft God) they woldefeme by making the
cient was diftributed, So that it flode in the liberalitic| P4y dfmucheor moreto themas the drinke is wora
of the geuer,andnot in the libertie of the taker. "tbf s they should force them the rather to abfteyne
But ther be fome in thefe daies, not of the meaneft| ﬁo ouermuche drinking,dd fo from finne.But in this
or poorcft forte but of the chiefeft and richeft: that| it mayeappeare, they feke not abftinence frofynne,id
is many wicked gouernours and rulers, vho in this| the wealthe of the people, but their ownepriuate pro
crrour excell the common Anabaptiftes.  For the| fit-For if they bad their eie to Goddesglorie and the
common Anabaptiftes doo not onely take other men= bene{ite of the people , and the vice to be taken cleane
nes goodes as comnton , but ave content to let thei| #Wwale: they wold not croppe of the braiiches of the
ovwne alfo be common , which hatbe fom fmache of  tree,and et the roote growe , but they wolde roote
Charitie: for they them felues doo non othes , but) ¥p the roote that it should no more growe, And [3 of
that they them [clues are content to fuffre. i j;this fortdo it to this éde to make thinges betterched
But the euil gouernours and rulers voill hae all!; pe. For(thinke they )if ther were bue littell money,
that their [ubicées hiue, common to them felues, but fba muft thinges be folde better cheape. As though
they themfelues wil departe with notbing, but wher it l4ye inthem to mahe pleyntie and fearcitie , and
they ought not:no , not fomuche as paie for Ehofe#S though thone were not the bounteous bencfite of
thinges that in wordes they pretendeto buieof their{God fentto them thit feave and louebim : and the
fubices , nor paic thofe pooremen their wages,| other Gis plage iuftly powred on them that bate him,
whont | F This

-
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This kinde of prallice ot if not firft founde,yet
vfed by Emperour Iulian thapoftarta, 4 tiranne
ad perfecutour of the Chriflianes (as before you haue
hearde) who being a fubtil man, and not hauing bis
Colifailours, fouldyours ad [ubiectes (at bis denacio)
ready to kill whom he wolde of the Chrifianes (who
be Anevve for no priuate caufe wolde rebelle yment by
policie to murther them , fpoiling them of that they
bad ,and fo not leauing them wherwith to buyeto re=
leue their neceflitie. Saieth this enemie of God :1 will
vfe you after yourChrifles gofpel. Forit [¢ieth:blef§=
fen be ye pcore,foryoursisthekingdome
of God. And therfore 1 take fromyou ¢ll that ye ba
ueprefently, thatye maie the foncr comeby that is
promifed you, Doubtles if this waie were as good dd
beneficial for the agentes and doers of it,as it maie be
profitable for the fubiectes and fufferers: no doubt it

wereto be defired that it weredoneoutof hande,|
rather thanone minuteof an hourediffrred to be:
done,For the people from the lefJe to the more, frome,

toppe to too,all be geuento couetoufneffe, [craping,
fnatching and ketching, ‘
And from Pope to the hedge maffemoging prieft,

" bopetofane their owie, are content either them fela
. wes to betrdic their countreie,or to fuffre it to be bea
- traiedof others,and one of them dewoureth id eateth
" vpanother, that for a litel whilc he maie the more
live after bis'owne luft:&phere contrarie wifc,pouers
- tiemaketh men to remembre,feke and call on God, to
 louc and defende their countreie, one to loue an other
like brothré,and finally deutfeth and worketh what fo
cuer good &5 But wone maie pille or polle, robbe or
fboile,or doo any mifchief(faieth thapoftle)that good
| maie therof folowe: and fpecially kinges and gouera
- mours of people , whom bicaufe they be ordained to
» doo good, and should doo nothing but well, Chrift
called Benefactoursand not Malefactours.
if theydooit , whileft they pretende (but meane it
- not )-"to bring others to heauen, they maie be [ureto
-bring them felues to hell,

_ Thefeconde forte bethofe that rebbe the people
in dede , yet wolde not haue theiy doinges knowne,
 They walke in nettes, and thinke no md dotke fee thé,
. And of this kinde be thofe that contrary to all Lawes
i (bothe of God and man) and contrary to their othe,

dll be geuen to fubtiltie,crafte, lieng, traiterourie,
and falfedealing. Their heart is fo on their halpeny,
that neither they confidre their duetie to God (no

;;eountrefaic‘k thecoine that is ordained to runne bea
svene md and i, turning the fubftaiice from golde

-to copper.frd filuer to worfe then pewwter,id aduauns
ceing and diminifbig the price at their pleafure. For

they knowe him not — ). nor remer.nbre how muc.he: m coines all Lawes commaunde an d‘equitte will thas
they are bounden to theircountrey:but vpond vaine o foure thinges be ob ferued m:d raigh] )k )
: raightly kept,

hope
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&7 vk, the pureneffe of the matier, that it benot core

rupted or countrefaicted.Seconde , that it haue the |

iufk weight. Thirdly,that itbe not clipped . Thelaft,
that it benot 4t the princes will fomtyme priced at
amore value,and fomtyme at 4 leffe:For ifaprina
ce might doo herein euen what him lufted: how might

he not lightly fpoyle bis fubiectes of all that they ha= |
se,or could come by, kohich thing the great dewiland |

cutthroteof gnglande(the papifles God) in bis Sera
mon that he made at Paules crofle, vpa this Thes
me (now isisthe tyme to wake from slepe,
my brethren,for nowis our ioie and pom
pemore nye,than whan we before diffems
bled to beleue in Chrift. Be of good 'cheas
re,my difciples, outtroubleispaft, out
joye isat hande) letted not to bluftre out.1n this

Sermon to bring the dead innocent and bleffed king|
Edwarde (whom for bis vertue he bated) in batred |
of thepeople < for heimputed to him(a childeand 4|;

warde )the lewde and wicked behaueour-of his crucll
Counfailours and [sied,bhe maruailed that the people
couldfuffre fo greatiniurie,to berobbed of their prin
ce,by altring the coyne from golde to copper , and fil
wertoleade, and to pullitfrom twelue penceto fixe

pence , and not rife againg the king to redrefJe their,

iniurie, He fawe,that this and [uche like iniurics we-
renot tolerablein aprince,and wolde hawe bade the

people

- S
Pt

-~ people doo that againft bim(whom be for bis vertne -
bated) which neither for this nor any vice be woldet
-~ bauedone  whereas e [:rued to fauour. For at the be
ginning to mayntene Boloigne warres swhich be deui
de, to pull hing Heries minde ft0 matiers of religic,
~or(as afterwarde good iikely hood dppeared ) to hd=
ue hym taken in the warres, and caried to the bishop.
of ome :the [amedeuil Gardyner as than the chicf
Counfaillour to haue the money dbafed , to mains
tene thefame.  And now lately(vwhan behath bros
Ken his chayne )deuifed Rofemary pence, worfe than
eucr dny coyne voas before,as thexperience [heweth,
theybeing 4t leinght cryed to be nothing. |

The thrid forte of thefe euil princes be thofe,that clai
e all their fubicctes good for their ovne,who allege
for them this commonfayeng: All thinges be the
Haifers, all thingesbe the inges,all thin«
gesbethe Princes.And s the deuilbrought fus
the [eripture [oferue bis purpofe againft Chrift,
[fothei abhorring all other partesofferiptuse, that
teache them their office or Chriftenduetie , pike out . :
onclyd pece that maye_mayntene_their tyrannye, . B

At is thus voritten, [aye they in thefirft bokeof hin
{ges. Thisshalbe the right or lawe of the king

ithat shall rule oueryou:he will takeyour

S

onnes,and putthem to his charettes, and
imake hishorfemen of them,and they muit
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runne before hischaret , and will make |

him Captaines of them, ouer thoufaiites

and ouer fifties , andwill fec them to aire |

kis grounde, and gatker in bis harueft,and
to make infirumentes of warre and cartes.
And of your daughtershe willmake him
oyntement makers, bis cokes,and bakers,
And he will take tbe beft of your fieldes
and of your olyue trees,and geue them to
bisferuauntes. And he will take the tenthe
ofyour fedeand of your vines, and geue
it to hislordes and to bis feruauntes.And
be will take the beft of your men {eruauns

tes,and women feruauntes, and yongmé, |

and of your afles , and do bis worke with
them. Andbewill take the tenthe of your
shepe,and ye shalbe his fervauntess But
whan ye shall crie outatthat tyme vpon
your king,which ye shall haue chofen you,
the lorde will notheare you at that daie,
This pece of fripture is their clooke ; but it fers
wethno more 4 kinges wicked doinges , than that of
the yoicked [onnes of Eli, and the facrificers(vhome
men call prieftes)to take out of mennes pottes , what

pecethemlufted, or to take their porcion rawe, cons
trary to Goddes ordinaunce. For 45 inthone placeit
'+ dewourig of Goddes people , was called the flowte

otherplace called theright or lawe of the prieftes. '

i5 called the right or lawe of the king : [oisitinthe

Bat

l -~

But in nother of thefe places it is called the lawe oy
right tbat God appoited to kinges or pricftes, which
be fet out inother places , but fuche 4 they wolde
vfurpe ouer the people, Nother will this mayntene
the purpofe, that bere he fpeaketh of aking and not

of ¢ tyranne | foratthe fird a kinges name was 45
odions,and a5 muche abborred as 4 tyrannes. But

this was [poken of the prophet Samuel to fearcthe
people , that they should not goo about to altre the
ordreand policie that God had oydayned : whichif
theydid , they should fele what a plague it were to
haue d king geuen in Goddes furie. And ifthey bad
onely fought to be ruled byone ( as partly in this,
that one alone ruleth , a king dothediffre from othey
gouernours ) they wolde baue ben contest with
Samuel alone,who 45 be wds appointed by God to rus
lealone ouer the Yfraelites , fodid he exercite and vfe
bisoffice moft wprightly: but they y wolde nedes baue
a galaunt and pompous king , one that should ryde
out with his trompettes before him, « great trope of
horfemen before and bebinde him , bis gardeall togea
tier in filke voith their halbeardes about hym , and
- euerione to fall flatteto the groiide that should mea
te him | asthe Gentiles bade, wwho were in dede ty=
rannes , as appearethby thefirft called Nem=
rod , whoforbis vebellion againft God, and
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oo huntour before or dgaindt God. And in the [ame king

dome of thelfraclites God shewed by an eurdent tera |
that hedid not allove fuche |

rourtoall gouernours ,
vight , a5 the prophet fayed,the king wolde vfe oucr
his fubictes. For whanking Achabwolde ha=

ue bought of his fubiete Naboth bis vineyorde |

(which he neded not to hauedone , if thefubicctes
goods be the kiges)ad be refufed to felit,as he might
doo , forby Goddes lawe he had 4 proprctie therin,

from “Which without bis vill and iconfent be could not
be forced to departe, theking fretted fo muche bicaus
fe be could not baue bis will, that he fell ficke inhis
bedde,id wolde not edte. His wife Dame Iefabel,

a woman full of malice and mifchicf (45 that kynde
i very spte and prone to thofe vertues , and within
shorte [pace doofo therinexcell | 4 feve men can in
long ryine matche them Ytaketh tbe matier in hande.
Kolrat ([ayeth she)) be you d metcman to be a king

oucr Ifrael, that will fuffre fuche dishonosr at your |

staucs handes, onethat bi your auncient prerogatiue
whick hathe continued thes bundred and three[cos
ve yeares , yed fromtbe firft king of frael) ye maye
vfe inbody and goodes 4s pleafethyousPhy for shas
me puﬂjourcwrage to you, drife, edt yourmeat,
bemery | ywaraiit you the vineorde.Out goeth d Coa
mifiion in the kinges name, to certain Comiffionares
wehere Ngboth dwelt , fuchedsthe Quenes grace
wis fure,fanvired ber procedmges . ' Thofe she

reqm- ‘

¢ requireth to caufe N

demned for an heretike and 4 braitour:and foto caus
fe bim to be ftoned to deathe, Her will is furthewith
fatisfied, maticr ynough againft Naboth prifoner at
the Barre,bicaufe shewold fo baueit:no manmight
be admitted nor durft fpeake the truthe in the prifos
ners caufe,leaft they had ben clapped faft and truffed

- vp alfo for [peaking againft the king and Quene: no
- queftedurft quite bim,for fearof kifiing the flete: no

lavwes,no equitie, no iuflice might defende the poore
innocent. So the vineiordeis the kinges by the ordre
of lawe. Thofe newes be caried in poft to refabel she
sheweth them to bey bufbande,wherwith he(as fone
as he beardethem) was recouered, and goethto tas
ke poffefiion of the vineiorde, But wehat foloweth this
crucltie ad tiranie¢ Are not bothe the kinges Mdieflic
and the Quenes highnefJe within while after killed,
ad their blood licked vp of dogges,according 4 the
Prophet declared to hiinthe vineyorde,wha he toke
poffefiion of itzand all his houfe fo deftroied , that
therwas not leftetherof fo muche 4s 4 dogge to piffe

agdinft the wall2Thus ye maie[ee thende of luflielora

des and ladies that will hdue their luftes 4 lawe, and
their will to be folowed and obeied of their fubictks

- # aright indede. Thetrue right and prevogatiue of
1 a king was written ing particular boke by the Proe

| phete Samuel,and laied vp by the Arke, which boke

3 (mong many other)was lofte, yet who [o lufketh to

E v knowe
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Enowe it mdic fee it fet out by God i the boke of Deu
teronomic. After that God bad preferibed who [hold
be theirking, that is no aliene or ftraunger, but one |
of their owne brethren:for naturally ftraungers doo
not fauour ftraungers, And a fraunge prince feketh
by all meanes to deftroy the naturalinborne,that be

maie with quietnefJe and [uretieenioieand vfethat -

be cometheuil by , and [o leaueit tohis fuccefiion:
than is [et furthe the right and prerogatiue of aking
thus. &ohi your king is made be shall not kepe many
borfes,nor putting his truft in his borfemen,be shall
not bring thepeople again into Egipte.He shall not
baue many wiues, lead they altre bis minde fro God:
nother yet great treafure of filuer ad golde But wha -
be is fet in bis throne, be shall caufe  copie of thefe
laves and [Htutes to be written out of thoriginalre=
maining with the Leuites, andthe [ame be shall haue
withhi all the daies of bis life, that he maielearneto .
feavethe lorde bis God,ad to kepe(not to breake) all
the wordes and ceremonies that becomaunded in the
Luwe and alfo to fulfill thé in his doinges: And be shal
not be prowde and hault ouer his brethren , ncither
shall be [warue from the lawe towarde the right han=
de or lifte hande, that be and his childrenmaie long

reigneouer Ifracl. But befides this lawe appoited for >
~daie. Lo, ['aready to makemineacc3pte.

all hinges,he that wilbe accompted achrifian king or

- thelawes and duetic of 4 chriften m& wohich eueri one
- profefJeth in Baptifme: but 45 be is called and exalted

aboue the reft of his brethren, fo should be be an ex=
ample to them of good lyning and vertue,in obferuig
the lawe which faieth afwell to kinges 45 to beggers:
Thou shalt not feale, thou shalt not couet any thing
that is thy neighbours: and fo it ftablifheth and con-
firmeth, that euery one maie iuftly kepe that Is his

owne , and nonemaie take it frone bim by ani meane

againft bis will be it king or kaifcr.

And by the doinges of Samuel who albeit he were
nota kingin name, yet hadebe ( being the lieutc,
ndunt and viceroieto God the chief king ) s great
autoritie as any hing in the edrthe: it maiedppeare,
that all thinges of the [ubiectes be not the kinges ovws=
ne propre, For if they had ben his owne,what neded.

~Samuel(at the furrendre of his office)to offreto mas

keandccompty Andtowwhom,Ipraie you: To any
bribing Auditour: No,beoffredto make it to God,
and to the king that fucceded him. Beholde(faieth
the)I haue done all that ye defired me. | ha=
ue made youa king torule you. Mychil=

~dren yet shall be withyou. ButIam olde,
‘and hore headed:that is, I ¢ notlong c3ti

nue. ] haueb&amdgyoufi5 achild to this

gouernour,muft remembre,that heis ¢ chrifian man, | before God and your kig,for all thiges that cd be laied:
and that bi being made 4 king, heis not exempt fromt  towme by any of you,whofebullocke hawei tabézwhofe:

affe

the
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affe haue 1 rade: towhom haue I doneany r
uiolence or wrong? whom haue ] opprefs |

fed: of whom hauel taken anybribes, to
maintene him in bis wickednelle, to winke
at his faultes,or toftoppe iuftices let him
comefurthe, and I will make fatisfaction,
And noneof them could faie blacke voas his eie,

No, faiethsamuel, 1take Godandyour
king to witnefle agaift you:Iam fo nette,
that ye shallnot finde oneiotein my fin=
gres , but Iam hableto laie ynoughagase
inft you wicked people,&c.

O Samuel,Samucel,what king or prince can faie to

the,a¢ thou diddeft to the 1fraelites? They loke not to

wake andccompt:no , they baue counfuil of craftic
Alcibiades,howthey maiemakenon accompt.
But they can not efcape it,they shall mete with an
other maner of auditour,than any of Moufire
Cinquebonets prentices : they shallreckon bea
fore him that hathe all their doinges truly totted and
faire engroffed all ready before bande, and wher be
shallin the daieof bis general Audit, [aieto Samuel
and ll true gouernours that ruleaccording to God=

desrule:well fare ye, ye good and faithfull -

feruauntes,Come, entrein toyour Mais=

ftersioie: Heshall contrary wifecommiteethefe

eppreffours and tirannes not to the lieutenaunt of

thetowre, or to the voardein of the Flete, but vnto
the

the Yailour of gehenna(to be chainedin the wardeof -

eternal paine and faie: Awaie with thefe decea
uoursofmipeopleto the doggesof hell,
ye were maifters , and not minifters? ye
were bearebaitours, andnot bailifes, ye

- were {troyes,and no ftuardes,

But let vs ymagene an ontruthe, that all the fubiea

@es goodes were the princes, and that he might take
-~ themat his pleafure. Let vs ymagine, that the fubie.

Ches were only carnall men without the knowlage id
feareof God.Yea dd let it be graunted alfo, that they
were fpoiled of all their armour,and great garifones
fetin cuery place to kepe themin obeifaunce, fo that
they had not wherwith to redreJe their iiuries,as na
ture wold: counfail them : were this d waie to make
the people laboyr,whan others should takethe bread

© out of theirmouthes &volde they defive to liue,to be

in fuche miferie them felues:&polde they defire to ina
creace the worlde with children , whan they knewe
that they should be lefte inworfecafe, than ynrea.
fonable beaftes:No furely , dand that ye mdie fee by
the worke of nature inthe people of the fweft Ine
dies,now called newe Spain:&eho knewe of Chrif
nothing at all , andof God nomore than nature
taught them. Thepeople of that countreie whav
the catholike Spaniardes came thider, were fimple
and plaine men, and liued woithout great labour,the

bande was naturafly [o pleintifidof all thinges, and

J
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“cottinually thetreeshadé ripe futéon them.  &obds

the Spaniardes hade by flatterie put in their foote,
and bylitel and litel made them felues ftong, builiing
fortes indiuerfeplaces , theyto get the golde that
was ther.forced the people (that were not vfed to l4a
bour) to flande all the daie in the hotte funne gathe=
ring golde in the fande of the riuers By this meanes
a great nombre of them (not vfedto fuche paines)
died,and a great nombre of them (feing them felues
brought from fo quiet a lift to fuche miferie and slaa
ucrie)of defberacion killed them [elues. And many
woldenot mary , bicaufe they woldc not haue theiy
children slaues to the Spaniardes. The women whan
they felte them [elf with childe , wolde eat a certain
berbe to deftroie the childe in the wombe,  So that
where at the comming thider of the Spaniardes, they
were dccompted to bein that countrey nine hundred
thoufaunt perfones., ther wereix short time by this
meanes [ofcwelefte, a5 Petre martir (who was
one of themperour Charles the fifthes counfail thes
re,and erote this hifforic tothéperour) [aieth,it voas
& shame for bim to name,

This is the frutc, wher Princes take all their fube
ieCles thinges 4 their owne. And wheriito at leinght
will itcome, but that either they mu@ be no kinges
or elles kinges without people which is all one, But
thow wiltfaic:wherof cometh this common faieng:all
thinges b: the haifers,all thinges bethe kinges 21t cam.

: no¢

1ok comte of nothig. But by that that is all véady fuied,
| yefeethat euery ma maie kepe his owne,ad none maie

take it fr0 him,fo that it cd not be interpreted, that all
thinges be the kaifers or kinges s his owne propre,

- or that they maie take thé fro their fubiectes at their

pleafure,but thus it is tobe expoiided,that they ought
to defende,that exery man hathe,that be maic quictly
enioie his owne, and to fee that they be not robbed oy
fboiled therof For a5 i 4 great mines houfe,all thiges
be [aied to be the Stuardes bicaufe it is committed to
his charge,to feethat exery man inthe houfe behaue
him [elfe honeftly, anddoo his duetie, to feethat all
thingesbe well kept and preferued and maie take nos
thing dwdie from any man, nor miffpend or wafke,
and of his doinges be muft rendre accompt to bis lor=
de forall:foin 4 Realmeor other dominion,the real
me andcountreie are Goddes,he is the lorde, the peos
ple are bis feruauntes, and the king or goucrnour is
but Goddes minifter or fluarde,ordained not to mifus
fe the feruauntes that is the people,ngitber to fpoile
thé of that they haue, byt to fee the people doo their
duetie to their lorde God , that the goodes of this
worlde benot abufed but fpent to Goodes glerie, to
the maitenaiice and defenfe of the comon wwealthe id
not to the defbruhic of it The princes watche oughs
to defende the poore mannes houfe,bis labour the [ubs
fectes eafe,his diligéce the fubieces pleafure, bis trow
ble thefubiccttes quictnefle . And ds the funue newer

fandcth

, ;
gl
- iz




= Pandeth [HI but continually goeth abotit the worle muft (bicanfe God hathe fuied it shalbefo) mahe ace P

Lt

‘de, doing his (ﬁce: with his beate refresbing and
cofortig all naturall thinges in the worlde:fo ought

& good prince to be continually occupied inhis ming |

flerie , not feking his owne profit,but the wealtbe of
thofe that be committed to bis charge. And thetfore
Saleuchus king of Siria vfed to faic:if menknea
we,how ntuchebufines and how litle quietncfJe it we=
e to doo the dueticof 4 king, noncwold take vpon
bim that office , if he might baue the crowne for tas
king 1t vp out of the mire, And Antiochus the
great king alfo of Siria, whan he was driucn out of
bis coiitrey by Scipio the Capitainof the Ro=

manes , and badloftall Afia , andthe couns |

treies about:he thanked the Romaines, that by their
meanc he was deliucred of fo great 4 parteof bis caa

. res, He fawe it was [o impofible for one ma(were he |
neuer fo diligent and watching ) to executewell [o |

great dcharge,

if thefe two great kinges (who knewe not God, |
but thought them felucs Goddes : that hoped noton |
euerlafling life, but thought ther voss non other but |
this life: thofe that thought they could not be forced |
to make accompt of their doinges to ani perfone) |

thought itfo great acharge to haue a ruleouer coun

treies:how muche move should fuch Princes, 4 pres |
tende to be chriflianes, that knoe them felues more
tal men,no Goddes: feruauntes, no maifters:and who |

wufb |-

e

compt for all their doings,forall foules,men women, %

and children = thinke their office and minifterie an
beauye burthen,and [o geue ouer [cking and lﬁmting
after their owne glorie, their pompe,their pride:and
feke the glorie of God and the wealthe (and not the

' deltruction)of thofe that be committed to theiy chapa

- ge.and tremble at this fayeng of Chrifoftonges
I'maruail that any gouernour.
can be faued,&ohich is not
fpokenin vays
ne. o a
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VVWETHER IT BE

-~ laufull ro depofe aneuil gouer:
nour;and kill « tys=
- ranne,

« &
L]

' A 'S ther is no better nor happiercomon wealthe |

=\ _nor no greater bleffing ofGod, thi wher one i
feth,if be be a good;ufte and godly md : fo is ther nd
wworfe nor noti more miferable,nor greater plaguc of
God, thi wher one ruleth,that is euil vniufte and it
godly: A good man knowing that be or thofe by who
be claymeth was to fuche officc called for bis vertue,
to fee the hole ftate well gduerned, and the people dew
fended i3 iniuriesineclecteth viterly bis ovne pledfus
reand profit,and beftoweth all his ftudie and ldbo.m'
to fee bis office well difcharged, Andas a good phifis
cian earneftly fcketh the bealthe of his pacientand

d Shipmaifter the wealthe and fauegarde of thofe he
bathe in bis ship,fo dothe a good gouernour fekethe
woealthe of thofe he ruleth. And therfore the people
feling the benefit comyng by good gouernours, vfed
in tyme paft to call fuch good gouernours,fatbe:rs:ad
gaucthé no leffe honour,thi childré owe to their pda
rentes. An euil perfone comyng to the gouernemet of
any ftate either by vfurpacid or by electio or byfuc:
ceffio, vtterly negledtig the canfe why kinges,princes

" [ ber ownefilthyedirte :

- Jejihe wédlthe of the people)[eketb onli or chiefly his
- ®wnc profitdd pleafure. And a5 4 fowe comyng in tq

a faire gardin roteth vp all the faire and fwet flows
ves and holfome fimples, leauing nothing behinde,bue
fodothean euil gouernou
fubuertc the lawes and ordres, oy maketh them to be
wrenched or racked to ferue bis affectiones, that they
can nolonger doo their office, He fpoyleththe people

- of their goodes eitber by open violence , making bis

minifters to takeit fom them without payment
therfore , or promifing and neuer payeng : op
craftily vnder the name of loanes beneuolences, cona
tribuciones,and fuchelike gaye paynted wordes, o
for feare be geteth out of their poffefion that they
haue , and neuer reftorethit.  And whan be hathe
it confumethit , not tothe benefite and profit of
the comnson wealthe, but on hoores, hooremongers,
dyceing,carding banketting, vniuft warres,and fuch
like ewilles and mifchieues,wherin be delyteth, He
fpoilech and taketb awaye from ‘them their armour
and harneffe, that they shall not be bable to vfeany
forceto defende their right. And not contented to ha=
ue brought thé in to fuch miferie (o be fure of bis b
te)fckethand taketh all occafiones to defpeche them

- of their lyues, 1faman kepehis boufe, and meddle
innothing,than shall it be [ayed , that be fretteth at
 the &ate.1f he come abrode and fbeake to any other,
ad other gouernours in como wealthes be madeftlzzt .

is,the
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» further withit is taken for aiufte confpicacié. IFhé

faye nothing,and shewe a mery countenaunce , itis
a tolen that be defpiceth the goucrnements )f be loke
forowfully, than he lamenteth the ftateof bis coun=
treye, howmany fo euer befor any caufe committed
toprifon, arenotonlyafked, butberacked alfo to
shewe whether be be pryuie of their doinges. 1f he de
parte,bicaufe hewold Inue quietly,than is be proclaie
ried onopen enemye, To be shorte, ther is nodoing,
no gefture, no bebaucour, no place can preferueor
defende innacency againft fuche a gouernours cruels
tic:but as an buntour maketh wilde beaftes bus praie,
and vfeth toiles,nettes. [nares trappes dogges firret
tes,mynyng and digging the grounde,gones, bowes,
fpeares,and all otner indrumentes , engynes, deuie
fes [ubtilties dd meanes, &oberby he maie come by his
praye : fodotheawicked gouernour make the peo=
ple bis game and praye , and vfeth all kindes of fub=
tiltics,deceates, craftes, policies,force , violence,
crucitie, and fuche like deuillishe wayes | to fpoyle
and deftroyethe peaple,that be comitted to his chars
ge. Andwhan be is not hablewithout moft manifeft
crueltie to doo by him [elf that be defireth, than fays
neth he yniust caufes to caft them in to prifon, whey
like as the bearewardes mofell thebeares , andtye
themto the [takes,whyles they be baited, and killed,
of maftyucs and curres,fo he kepeth them in chaines,

Yohie .

while@ the bishoppes and other bis tormentouys
and heretical inquifitours doo teareand dewoure
them, . Eynally be faicth and denyeth, be promifeth
and breakethpromyfe , he[weareth and jorfwea.
reth,and nother paficth on Godnor the dewil (as the
comumyng [ayengis) [o be maye bring to paffe that
be defireth, Suche an euil gouernour proprely men
call 4 Tiranne,

Now forafmuche 45 ther is no exprefe pofitiue
lawe for punishementof a Tyranne among chriten
men,the question s , vohether it be lauful to kill fu=
che a manfiveand cruell beaft couered with thefhape
of 4 man,

And firft for the better and more playne profe of
this mater , the manifolde and continuall examples
that haue ben from tymeto tyme of the depofing of
kinges, and killing of tyrines doo moft certainly con
firme it to be moft true, iujt and cfonannt to Goddes
tudgement, The biftorieof kinges in the olde teftas
ment is full of it. And 45 Carndl Phoole tryly citeth,
England lackethnot the prattice and experience of
the [ame.For they depriued king Edwardc the fecone
de,bicaufe without lawe he killed his fubiectes, fpoie
bed them of their goodes , and wsfted the treafure of
the Realme, Andupon what iu canfes Richard the
the [ecode was thruft out,and Hery the fourth put in
his place, referreit to their ovne indgement, Dens
marke alfo now in our dayes did nobly the like s,
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whan they depriuel Chriftierne the tivanne, and
committed hint to perpetual prifos. :
Z acharias the pope that inuented firft the lans=

pes in the churche,depofed Chilperichus, king of |
 alfointhe churche.For the canoniftes(the popes ow

¥raunce,bicaufe be was [ayed tobed lecherous per=
fone , and anunprofitable goucrnour of the realme:
and forced him to be amonke -, andmade Pipine
(father of Charles) king of Eraunce,

Pope Honotious (4syebearde before)coma
maunded | that the king of Vngarie should be depria
wed.bicaufe he diminished the rightes of the Crowne;

-onles he repented and vndid all that be had done,

A certaynking of Portugale was very negli-
gétin his office:he cofumed ad wafted awaye the trea
Jure of his Realme heoppreffed his fubiectes,dd mifu
Jed the.ohberfore Pope inocét the fourth made the ki
ges brother therle of Bolone coadiutour to the king,
ad gaue hi the hole charge of the Realme difcharged
the people of their othe to the king ,and commaiided
them tobe obedient tothe kinges brother inall
thinges,as king.But the Popes learned counfail faied,
that he ought to haue bé vtterly depofed of the Crow
ne, Thefedoinges of Popes I rehearfe not,4s though
their ufurped autoritie were to be allowed , but for
that yemayefee , thatitis no newething to depofe
eutl hinges id gouernours:ad that thofe that hanethe
iuft autoritie,maie and ought for the like caufes, doo
a5 they did. For albeit thautoritie of the pape be not
Laufull, yet is the reafon that moued them fo to doo,

-

boneft and iuft, and mete to be vecedued and executed
umong reafonable creatures, And this lawe of nature
to depofe and punishe wicked gouernours, hathe not
bé only reccaued dd exerciced in politike maters, bug

ne championes )grounding them felues upon this la<
we of nature.faye,that popes w'o maye be in dede(by
their [aieng)the lieutenauntes of the deuil albeit they
cull thé felues the uicares of God,mdie be depryued by
the body of the churche, Andfo atoneclappe,in the *
coiifail holdé at Coftalice in Germanie,inthe yeareof
olir lorde 1415.were three popes popped out of their
places,Gregory Tobn dd Benet,dd thefourthe (called
Martin the fifthe chofen. A fterwarde in the Coiifail
of Bafil wds Pope Eugenius ferued with that favoce.
For the unluchine[Je of the coiitrey the reft of Popes
baue fith vefufed that any generalcounfuil should be
keptin Germany fearing leaft they all hauing defers
ued as muche a5 the other foure depofed, should haue
the like punishemét, And thus they cofirme their doin
ges. If (faye they)the Pope hade not 4 fuperiour, be
might beig fuffred in his euil, brig the churcheto de
fructio.And therfore if be ¢ not otherwife be bro-
ught to amende him felf it is laufull to ufe the lawe of
nature,that is to yemoue him from his office: for he
is no bishop or pope,that abufeth his Popedome and
bishopriche, An euil prelatead ynyeformable femeth
not to be ordayned by the will of God, faie the Cano=
wiftes , alledgeing the wordes of $. lerome , upos
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/02, thefayég of the prophet Ofee,thdt 4 princeoriudge

is not alwayes ordayned by God.And he bringeth for
exxample king Saul,againft whom God fayed : Seing
the people haue madethem felues aking, andnotd
yuler by me,and not by my counfail:ad yet God hade
ehofen Saul , But yet bycaufe he was not chofen aca
cording to the will of God but according to the myna
de and defartes of the fynfull people , God denyed him
. to beordayned by his will or coitfail, The Canoniftes
alfo faie, that albeit the Popedome be by the lawe of
God (asitis not in dede, fayeth the truthe )yet that
this man or that, Paule or lulie is pope, it cometh by
the afte of man. For the Cardinalcs veprefenting the
uniuerfal chyrche,chofehim . And therfore if hebe
not dccording to the will of God,and for the wealthe
of the uniuerfal churche, that is:if he be not one that
feketh Goddes glorie, dd thewealthe of chyiftes chua
che,he maycbeiuftly depryued bycaufe they erredin
chofing him. And God [emeth not to be agaift the put
ting out of fuche an euil perfone | but to fanour and
furtherit, For hefayed:1f the [alt be unfauerie,it is
good for no ufe, but to becaft out,and troden under
foote of all mé, And agai:1f thiright eic bea let unto
thee,pul it out,ad caft it fro thee. For it is better that
one mébreperish,thathat the holebodishould be caft
in to hell. And agai [aic the Canoniftes(the popes las
wers )in rehearceig Chriftes words:1four cie foote,
“or hideofféde vs,let it be takeé fro the reft of thebodiz
foritis bester to Lacke mibres i this woorld, thi thas

g

thei should cdri the veftof thebody in to hell By falt, /23

eie, foote,and bande, is ynderflundenthe headdes and
rulers, and not the other mebres and fubiectes, And
not only the headdes and rulers inthe churche , -but
alfoin all policies andcommon wvealthes.

Novw if it be laufull for the body of the churche
todepofe and punifhe 4 Pope, being the chief prief?,
anointed not on the arme or sholder , 45 kinges be,
but on the head and handes, to declare an higher aua

toritie than kinges haue: nor crowned with a fimple

crovone,4s Emperours dd kinges be,but with a triple
crowne, to shewe his Regalitie and power aboue aft
others;how muche.more by the like argumcntes,rea=
fones and autoritie,maie Emperours, kinges princes
and other gouernours abufing their office,be depofed
and remoued out of their placesand offices,bi the boe
dyor flatc of the Realme or common wealthes

By this lawe and argumentes of the Canonifles
and example of depriuacion of a Pope, are all clokes
(wherwith Popes,bif hoppes pricftes haifers and kin
ges vfeto defende their iniquitic) veterly taken awaie,
Saicthey: Rve dare anointed, ye mdic not touche vs:
&oe areonly fubieCte to God , and eueri man to vs,
God will haue vs (O moft wiked popes, bifnoppes,
priefles cruell and eusl princes ) reigneto plage yow
people, for your iniquitie,

But here ye fec,the body of euery flatemaie(1f it

will)yea and ought to redrefJeand correitethe vices
G ¥ and
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. dnd beaddes of their gouernours. Andforafmuche 4k

ye haue allready fene, wherof politike power and goa
scruement groweth, and thende wherunto it was or=
dained:and feing it is before mdnifeftly and fufficiétly
proucd that kinges and princes haue not an abfolute
power ouer their fubief es:that they are and ought to
be fubiecte to-the lawe of God, and the holfome poa
fitiue lawes of their coiitrey:and that they maie not
laufislly takeor vfe their [ubietes goods at their plea
fure:the reafones argumentes and lavee that ferue for
the depofing dd difplaceig of ancuil goucrnour, will
doo 45 muche for the proofe, thatitis laufull tokill 4
tivanne if they maie be indifferently bearde, As God
hathe ordained Magiftratcs to hearc and determine
priudte mennes maticrs, dnd to punifbe their vices:
fo alfowill he, that the magiftrates doinges be called
to accompt and veckoning, and their vices correcked
and punifbed by the body of tl:¢ hole cogregacion or
common wealthe.

Asitis manifeft by the memorie of the duncient
office of the highe Conftable of Englande, onto whos
fe dutoritie it perteined , ont only to fummone the
king perfonally before the parliament or other cours
tes ofiudgement (toanfwer and receaucaccording
toiuflice) butalfo vpon iufle occafion to committe
him vnto warde,

Kinges, Princes and goucrnours hauc their autoe
rific

vitfe of the people, a5 alllawes, vfages andpolicies -

doo declare and teftifie,

Forin fome places and countreies they baue mo-
reand greater autoritie,in fome places leffe. And in
fome the people haue not geuen this autoritie to any
other,but reteine and exercice it them felues. And
i any man [o vnreafonable to denie , that the hole

‘maie doo as muche as they haue permitted one mems=

bretodoo? or thofe that haue appointed an office
vpontruft,baucnot autoritie vpon iufle occafion (4s
the abufe of it)to take awaie that they gaue? All lgn
wes doo agree, - that men mdie reuoke their proxies
andlettres of Attournaie,whanit pleafeth them:mius
che more whanthey [eetheir procours and attours
naicsabufe it.

But nowy to proue the later parte of this queftion
affirmatiuely, that it is laufullto kill 4 tirdne: ther is
1o man can dense but that the Ethnikes (albeit they
had not the right and perfite true knowlage of God)
were endued with the knowlageof the lawe of na=
ture. ’

For it is no priuate lawe to 4 fewe or certain peo.
ple,but common to all: not written in bokes , but
graffedin the heartes of men: not made by man but
ordainedof God: which webaue not learned, res
ceaued or redde , but haue taken , fucked , and
dravne it out of nature : wherunto we dre not
taught , butmade: not inftruftcd,but feafoned:and
.. (4:
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neffe of it.

'This lawe teflificth to euery mannes confcience,
¢hat it is naturall to cutte awaie anincurable mema
bre,which(beig [uffred)wolde deftroic the hole body,

Kinges , Princes and other gouernours, albeit
they are the headdes of 4 politike body, yetthey are
not the holebody .  And though they be thechicf
membres,yet they dre but membres: nother arc the
people ordained for them , but they are ordained for
the people: '

Wpo this lawe of nature,dd to coferue the hole body
the Ethnikes not knowig that the foule is imortall,
nor that ther shalbe 4 Refurretion of the body and
foule toiudgement , but thoughtthe fouleperifhed
with the body,and that ther was nodifftrence betwes
nca brutebeaft and mannes life: thought it reafonas
bl:,and madeit laufill (by their pofitiue lawe)for eue
ryman tokill 4 tiranne,  And to encouragemaen to
entreprifeto kill a tiranne, they eftemed thedede to
beworthy fo great rewarde, that they thought him
worthy perdone that killed & tiranne,though hehad
killed his owne naturall father beforc, And befides
this , ‘whan they fawe, that tivannes vfed to haue
their bodies defended with great garifones and gare
des of forain people , orkept them felues in flrong
holdcs and [ecret chambres fo a5 nonc without great

be a fufficient recompence for fo-vertuous an aBe but
they vfed alfo to makethe ymage of himthat killed 4
| tivanne,inbraffe; and tofetit vpinthe moft folemne
- place of thecitie , fora perpetual memorie of the
adle,the commendacion of the doer and thencourages

- wment of others to doo the like, They dedicatedto his
- praife andhonour fonges and verfes,and wolde haue
them takenof men 45 Goddes worthy immortalitie.
&cherof camethe name of Nobilitie,or how were

| thofe that be called beroical or noble perfonages diu
ded from others , and bad in fuche honour and reuce
| rence,feing all men came of one man and one womans
- was it for their luflie bawhing and huntingfor their
nimblediceing and coning carding? for thetr fine fine
ging and ddaunceing : for their open bragging and
fwearing? for their falfe fliering and flastering?for
their fubtil piking and flralings for theircruel pols

| ling and pilling:for their merciles man murtherings
- for their vnnatural deftroieng of their natural coun
trey men , andtraiterous betraieng of their coutte
trey?No,no,ther was nofuche thing. Therefpecte
only of their vertue id loue to their colitrey brought
them therto, Bicaufe they reuenged and deliuered the
oppreffed people out of the handes of their gouer.
- nours,who abufed their autoritic,id wickedly, cruel
| Iy and tirannously ruled oner them:the people of 6

- atirannc. Nother thought they rewardes or giftes to o

hafarde and peril might come verethem : they pros
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-, grate dnd thikefll minde, gdué them thatefimdcion

aud honour,Of this kinde of nobilitie wss Hercus
les, Thefeus, and fuche like. .
Good hinges, gouernours and flates in time paft
tooke it to be the greateft honour that could be,not
to take cities and Realmes to their owne vfe (whan
they werecalled to aide and releue thoppreffed ) s
princes doo now a daies :but to refcue and deliuer the
people and countreies from the tirinie of the gouer=
nours,and to reflore them to their libeytie. So did the
Romanes , the Lacedemonianes out of the tirannie
of Onabis and 4l Grece from the bondage that Phi
lippus(Demetrius fonne) king of Macedonia hade
themin,So did the noble mé of the people of God alfo
cometo their highe efimacion and honour, & Geded,
Bardc, Iepthe, and Samfon who for the deliueric of
bis contrey fromthepower of the idolatrous cruell
Philifines,pulled vpon him felf prefent deathe.  So
that this principle that euil ad euil doers ought tobe
punifhed, and rotten membres to be cut awdic, was
nopeculiar lawe of the Ethnikes, but it procedeth of
ndture,and therfore common to all men s it is plaine
by the Chronicles and experience of allages , and
purpofely exemplified for our fure flaic and learning
ufwelin the boke of udges, a5 in many other hifio=
ries of holy [criptures, dccording to the expreffe
worde and commaundement(applied to this fenfeand
meaning) which [aieth:Leteuil be takenfo;:;
o (0) § ¢

il

ofthemiddes of the congregacion, that
thetefl which heare ofit , maie be afrajed.
and not entreprife todoo the like. And

 Chrift pronounceth, that eery tree which bringeth

wot furthe good frute,shalbc cut downe and caft in to

 thefire:muche more the euil tree,that brigeth furthe

euil frute, And albeit fome doo bolde, that the maner
and medne to punifhe ewil &d euil doers,is not all one
amog Chriflianes(which be.in dede that they profeffe
i worde)dd Ethnikes, which thike it lauful for euery
priwdte mi(without refpecte of ordre id time) to pu=
nifbe euil: yet the layes of many chrifliane regiones
doo permitte,that prinate mé maie kil malefallours,

| yeatirough they were magiftrates, in fome cafes: 4

"whad gouernour shall fodaily with bis [worderéne
"vp3 dn innocét,or oo about to shoote him through
"with 4 gone; or if he should be foiidein bedde with 4
mines wife,or 200 about to defloure id rauifhe a ma
nes daughther:muche more if goo about to betraic id
make avvaie bis coiitrey to foraiers, &'c. Reuertheles
forafmuche 45 all thiges i euery chrifté coma wealthe
ought to be done decétly 4 accordig toordre dd cha
ritie:X thikeit cd not be maitened by Goddes worde,
that any private ma maie hi B,except (vwher execucia
of iuflepiiifbemét vps tiranes,idolaters,dd traiterous
gouernours is either by the hole flate viterly neglea
<ted,or the price with the nobilitic id coiifuil cofpire
the [ubuerfid or altcracic of their cotrey dd people)
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dny priudteman have font fbecial inwardecomauns
dement or furely proued mocion of God - ds Mofes
had to Kifl the Bgipcid,Phinees the Lecherours,and
Abud king Eglon, with fuchelike: or beothervife
commaiided or permitted by common autoyitic vpon
iufle occaffon and common necefitie to kifl.

Bul now perchaunce thou wilt demaunde, why
chriften mé neuer made expreffe pofitiue laweof the
kinde of punifbement of tirannes.  Might it not be
antfwered,4s SolG did (excufing that he had not made
alawe for fuche as killed their parentes)that noman
wolde [ufpecte: , that fo vnnatural a facteshould be
thought, muche lefJe committeds orthat thofe that
should be the minifters, yed the ymages of God bere
in earthe ,chdrged bothe by God and man, to [¢ethe
people defended from iniuries,shauld fo mucheabufe
their officeand autoritie, 4 to conucrte the fweorde
to the deftruction of them , whofe championes and
defendours they ought to be:Yea rather of all to faie
(whichis moft certain) the fimplepeople deceaued
by great othes, and begiled with faire promz[ef,qu-
fred their goucernours to wfurpe fuche autoritie afxd
power ouer them , and fo long winked-and bare mtf)
theiriniquitie , thatthey were not hable to takeit
from them. v | "

But 1 befeche thee,what nedeth to makeone gee
neral lawe to punifbe bi one name 4 great many offen

fes, whan thelawe is all ready made for the punif h::
. men

ment of euerione of them particularly, 1f4 prince ...

robbe and fpoile his [ubieces it is thefte,and as 4 thes
feoughtto be punished, 1f he kill and murther them
contrary or without the lawes of his countreyc | itis
murther.and as a mustherour be ought to be punife
bed. 1f be committe aduoutrie, be is an aduouterour
and ought to be punished with the fame paynes that
others be.1f be violently rauishe mennes wyues,daya
ghters or maydens,the lawes that dre made 4 gainftra
uishers,ought to be executed on him, | fhe goo about
bo betraic his countrey,and to bring the people under
& foreynpower : beis a tra;tour,and 4 a traitous
be ought to [uffre, And thofe that be iudges in c5m3
&oealthes , ought(vpon complaynt)to fummone and
cite them to dnifxer to their crymes, and fotoproces
de,«s they doo with otkers.For the prophet [beakin 2
vnto thofe that haue the rulein cimon wealthes, and
that beiudges and other minifters ofiuftice | fuieth:
miniftre iuflice to the poore and orphan, pronounce
the miferableand poore to be innocent, if bebe innos
cent: takethe poore, and deliuer the nedy out of the
bandes of the wicked.Xoban ye fiteeto iudge, ye shal
not haucrefpecle of perfones, whether they be riche
or poore,great or [malifeare no man, for ye execute
the iudgementof God , [ayeththe holy gooft by the
mouthe of Mofes. ludge not after the outwarde appe
araunce of men,but iudge rightly: fayeth Chrig.
God him [elf gaue thexample of punishement of
H euil
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evil gouernours. For whan the children of 1frdclhus
de committed 1dolatrie be commaunded mofes to take
the Princes of the people and to hang them up aga-
inft the Sunnc,that his wrathe and furie might be tur

ned from Afracl,

fhan that doughtie dame Quene Achalia, the
woman tyrannc(feing after her fonne Ahaziahu was
dead that she was childles and past hope to haue any
childré) baae killed all the kynges progenye (fauing
Yods,whom Iehofaba Torams daughter bidand get
with bis nource out of the waye)purpofing to reigne
therby infecuritie, and to tranfpofe the right of the
erowne to ftraungers or fom otber fauourer of her
crucl procedinges at ber pleafur by the helpe and fubs
#1lti of her traiterous Counfaillours and fo went on in
all abominacion and crueltie without comptrolling 4
great fpace; Did ber [ubicttes [uffre her in her wics
kedneffe ftill ynpunished though she was the ondoubs
ted Quene and chief gouernour of the landes No, no.
But a5 fone a5 1045 was 4 littell nourced vp,and crept
fomsehat out of the shell being 4 childe of feuen e4a
res olde:the nobilitie and commones feling by expe-
rience what miferie it was to Iyue vnder the gouernes
ment of a mifchieuous woman, not only garded 1o4s

with mé and all decent regal ceremonics ento the hows

feof God (by thaduife and appoyntement of leoidds
the

the high prieft) and ther crouned himfolemnely:but
alfo whan Athalia the Quenes highnefJe camin, may
uailing what adoo that was, and perceaning the mae
ter ,rent her clothes howling and crieng , 45 the maa
tier of madde yeomen is fbecially inthe hotte feafones
of theyeare ¢ they layed bandes onher (forall ker
trieng, Tredfon treafon) and whan they hade caried
her out of the houfe of God, they slewe her. And fo
wwas the realmeridde of a tyvanne | theright enheris
tour poffeffedin his regal aftate , thepeople madeq
newe bade with God to[erue bim [yncerely accordig
to his worde , and banished all idolatrie and falfe relg
gion(which the Quene had fet vp and vfed ) and the
common wealthe florished afreshe in her formey ped=
veand libertie. _

The prophet Elias being rio ciuile magiftrate,cass
fed the kyng and Quenes bighene[Je chaplaynes Baals
priestesto be killed before Achabs face, bicaufe they
were idolaters, and taught and mayntened falfe velia
gion,though fcarce fo falfeand idolatrous,as the poa
pes maffe and veligion is. And whan the Quéenes maie
Jtie dame Yefabel( that she deuil)favo 1ebu ¢o to her pa
luce,cried andreuiled bi 4 a traitour.lebunotpaffing
vpd her wordes(though she wds his foueraigneladi ad
maiftres ) eried alowde :iho is on my fide, who?As
though he hade faied , if ther be any amongyou, that
fetteth more by Goddes rrue religic and their natural
conntrei thanb y thatidolatrons witchethe Quene:
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/4 eaft herout at the wyndow, Andfotwo orthréeof
 her priuie Chambre threwe ber out to him, burfting
ber neche and bones againft the walles, And as fonc s
1¢hu bade trodé her vnder bis fete, dogges (45 ye hea
arde before)eat vp ber fleshe,dd floffed vp her blood,

Toram was knowne theking and right enherie
tour of the crowne of Ifrael. And yet whan {n [av;n
1chu and his copanie come tovearde him, be afzed hins
whether he came in pedce.lehu [aied:what peace shos
uld ther be, 45 long as the horedomes of thy mother
Tefabel and ber witchecraftes be fo great? And fo for
bis idolatrous tyrannie and exil gouernement .chu
sleve him, And many moo fuche examples in fcriptus
ves we haue,which(4s therefle of the Bibleis )be lefte
for theinftruction of all chriften common vffaltbes
in like cafe,as we want not alfo thelike expericce and
examples euen in thefe our dayes. Bicufe the rememe
braunce of the horribledeftruion of the euil goucrs
nours,and alteracion of the common wealthe in Scha
wuzerlande and certainother places in high Als
mayne,now in our tyme is not very pleafaunt, 1 will
purpofcly paffeit ouer, albeit themater is f_o ﬁcsbe

and grenc yet &ill in allmennes fightes,that it is fpo=
ken of vnyuerfally through the worlde, And was not
Petrus Alosfius (Pope Paule thethriddes fonne, and

dubeof Placenza ) iuftly[layne now lutelyof his
owne

owne people,bicdufe of the euil goucrnement andtte .-

rannye he vfed among them?

And wher this iuftice is not executed but the prin
ceand the peopleplayetogether , and one wynh:th
and beareth with the others faultes, ther can not be,
buft amoft corrupte, vngodly &d vicious Jtate,which
albeitit profpre for afeafon , yetnodoubtat leyna
ght they maye be fure, that vnto thé shall come that
came to Sodome,Gomorra,lerufalem, &d fuch other,
that were vtterly de@royed,

Andon the other [ide,wher the nobilitie and peos
pleloke diligently und carnely upon their autoris
ties , and doo fee the fame executed on their headdes
and gouernours | making them to yelde accompt of
their doinges:thanwithout faile will the princes and
gouernours be as diligent tofec thepeople doo their
duetie. And foshallthe common wealthe be godly,
and profpre,and God shalbe glorified in all, But thow
wilt faye, what ifthe nobilitie and thofethat be cala
ledto comon Coiifelles,and should be the defendours
of the people, will not or dare not execute their autoa
ritie:what is than to be donc!The people be not fo dea

fiitute of remedic, but God hathe prouided an other
meane,thas is , to complayne to fom miniftcr of the
worde of God,to whi the keyes be geuen to excanmue
nicate not only common people for all motorious and
open euilles: but alfo kaifers, kinges princes,and 4l
otler goucrnours,whan they fpoile, robbe, undoo id
, H i kil




Rifl ¢heiy poove [ubieCles without iuftice dnd gdodo:!
Lawes. And what fo euer [uche minifter qf Go bes
xorde byndeth vpon thofe occafiones herein cag ;,
it s faft bounden in heauen before the face ?f od.
And no meane to vndoo it,by any good worse (mr:
che lcffe by popes pardone or ﬁzerf prayers) mgt} b=
out repentaunte of the partie offending,dd [ 4tu£a. id
snade to the partic offended for theiniuftice an bmm
yies committed:andthe mercieof Go.d tbroygb t ehon
Ty merites of our [aucour. 1¢fus Chrift Exdple we hd=
ue of S Ambrofewho being no pope,nor popes ;I:Zt
pifary, but bishop of Mullane excommunicate : €
Emperour Tbeodoﬁus.&vbofeflomges, bzcdau[e.t o;;
maieft the better knowe,1 szI.m fewe wor “[??r};
fe theffecte of the hiftorie. bes Theodofius a e;’r
wwere an Emperour,and a Chriftenman, yet wous ;of
nature colerike and muche d:ﬁwo[ed tobedgric.gnd as
it femeth,without conﬁdeutwrf.ltcbdunced that it‘zs
fedicid at Thefalonics foof his officers were ftone
to deathe,and fome very euil ztftreated. Heing rdge
fendeth thider 4 ndbre of merciles men of warre,who
making no differéce betwene thautours of the }{edmo
and thinnocent people, make dn bom.‘:ble [laughter Zf
the poore people,ma yoman and childe, Afte:warr:
théperour aftct his accuftumed maner, came ombc
de the churche, and S. Ambrofe' mette him at tk
churche dore,ad wolde not fuffre bim to entre:but t;ot
only tolde bim, it was no place for mgr:’bc.rers, u:
alfo did excommunicate bimout of all chriften come

panie,til he repented and made [atisfadlis for the hor
vible murther cSmitted by bis fouldiours, Thiperour
being brought vp and infbructed in the worde o F God
(45 Lwolde to God all chrifté princes were at this pre
fent ) and knowing thoffice bothe of the minster of
Goddes worde,dd of an Fmperowr obeyed:and returs
#.d wepig dd crieng to his paldce. Eight monetes af
ber,came the feaft of the natiuitie of Chrift:ad Ruffts
nus lorde great mai&ker or fuarde of bis boufs came
to thiperour,wh he founde very heauie, weping and
fobbing.He beig familiar with him, defircd to knowe
the caufe of hisforowe. Ab Ruffirus(faieth thempe
rour )theu art mery,for thon feleft not mi paises.i L
met ad mourne for my calamitie. 1t is free for shanes
and beggers to goo to the churche,id ther to braye to
God,but I mdie not come ther:no,heané gats b fehut
tome. Christes words goo not out of my hart:vohat
fo cuer yebinde on earthe chalbe boiide alfo b beaut,
Atleynghtbeig écouraged by uffinus, thar be mis
gutbeabfoiled of . Ambrofe,be fendeth bi befare to
be a meane for hi,ad be bim felfe folowed But Rufi=
nus could notintrest the bishop, After thempersur
cometh , butdurft not cntrein to the churche,
but without the doves fell on bis kneesto S Arms
brofe , and defired abfolucion. §. Ambrofe
[died , be was not mete to be abfoiled , for
kis comyng was morelike ¢ tiranne, one that woldc
by force be abfoiled than 4 chriften man that sheved
H i b
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; //f' | bim [elf penitet and fory.No(fayeth théperour)1 wil | nacio?Yea &d what if ther be fuche ﬂveciﬁt grudgesbe /-

ot prefume againft the ordre of the churche to entre
in by force,but 1 biibly befeche thee to lofe me out of
thefe bodes of excomunicativ,ad that thow wilt remé
brethe mercie that God ufeth:and that thou wilt not
shutte againft me the gate that God openedtoall
¢hat be penitent. The bishop afked bim, what worthy
penaiice he had shewed [yth the tyme hebad comitted
that wicked ace,or with what medicine be had bealed
thofe moft greuous woundes. 1t is your part ( fayeth
themperour)to prepare the medicine,andmyne to re
ceancand ufcit. it leynght S. Ambroferequired ther
might be  lawe ordayned that thexecucion of reucge
should not be done fodainly but delaied fo as it fhould
not proced of angre, and théperour made t!)at !:xvf.
A frerwayde he was releafJed of thexcomunicatio: dd
commyng in to the churche,be made his praiers, not
&anding nor kneling,but Iyeng flatte on the grounde,
pulling his heare,beating his browe,wepig,laméting
und cryeng with Dauid: My foule cleaueth to the pax
wement,quicken me(O lorde)according to thy wor=
de:id afked mercie id forgeucnefe, Thus ye fee,what
any minifber of the churche maic doo upgthe greateft
prince,if hewill exccute his office ad the power tb;ft
Chrift geueth him. But thou wilt [aie,what if the mie
nifter paffe not on his duetie , but be contét to mnk.c
at all the wices of the gouernours be thei neuer fo tic
hed fo be maic haue abishopriche,a dedric,a prebéde,
ora good fatte benefice,dd line ipunifbed in all abomi

twene the nobilitie and commones, that the one forte
neither trusteth nor loucth the other , fo 45 the one
dare not open the necefiitie id meane of fuche corree
hon andredreffe of the euil gouernours vices , for
feareleaft if the purpofe come to light before bande,
the mater be dafhed , and the mocionar leape heade
les for bis labour , as it is in thefe daies often fenes
bwbat fhifte thant 1ndede ther be certain examples
and paternes inthe boly Bible,kobich 1 will not flice
ke to rebearfe, though not expounde,but holly refera
re them to the further debating and iudgemét of thia
ne owne confcience, through the holy gnoft by whoe
feprouidence they are enrolled for our learning,
&oereade that after the lorde God bade fondry
times deliuered his people of 1frael from wicked tia
rines,with whom he bade plaged them for their wice
kedneffe and ‘1dolatrie:at leinght whan through as
boundauncc of wealthe land quictneffe they fill toa
certain careles fecuritie of life , notonly forgetting
God and bis holy fincere worde,but alfo feking euery
one his owne fingular [elf gaine with the burt and
contempt of his neighbour . God toke fromthem
their natural liege lorde , the goodludge Othoniel,
and placed,yee ([aicth the fcripture) he fireynghtes
nedd ftraunge prince among them , an 1dolatrous
perfoneand a wicked, called Eglon.  This Eglon
vfed the matier [o with bribing thofe Mfraclitcs, t:at
: Hy fr




. for preferrement wold be traitours to their natural
countrey, and fbecially inbringing ind gret power
of Ammonites id Amalckites(bwo kinds of people in
beggerly pride and filthincffe of liff muche like to the
common nature of 1talianes and Spaniardes) afwell
to garde his pfon,as to fortifie the jtr5g boldes id mu
nicides:that by &d by feig bimf[elf firog ynough with
bis ftraungcrs and Inborne traitours he brought the
countrey and people vnder his [ubieGion by fine for=
ce, fothat be continued their ordindry Prince and
chief ruler xviij. yearslong;  Kohat opprefing of
the poore,whatrobbing of the riche,what taking vp
of corne and vitail for the king and his [traiigers,and
no money paied for it, what taxes and paimentes the
peoplewere yowked withall, what rauifhing of mens
mes wiues, daugnters and [eruauntes, whar heading
and hanging of the natural 1fraclites to maic the
ftraumgzrs lordes and gentilmen vehat common mifea
vies andcontinual calamities ther were during thit
[fpace,no doubt it is vafpeakesble,

But what remedy? Nomandurft make moane to
bis neighbour for feare of bevwraieng none durft ones
whiftreagainft the king, they muft bende or breake,

-no remedy,pacienceperforce, all were faineto ferue
and pleafeking Eglon.  But at leinght they fent(u
their yearly accuftumed maner was) aprefent to the
king by a wittye meffagicr,called Abud:who hauing
acceffe to the kig,faied he hade to faic wnto bis Mdies
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flie fecyetly from God, And whan the king hade coma
maunded all his [eruauntes aveaie, fo that Abud and
the king were alone in bis fomer parlour, Abud thruft
bis dagger fo barde in to the kinges fatte paunche,
that ther lie king Fglon dead,and Abud fled avoaie,
Now,was tiis well done or euil? Forfothe the de«
deis fo commended in fcripture, that the boly gooft
reporteth Ahud to bed Jaueour of 1frael,

But note by the waie, the texte[aicth not, that
Ahbud was fent of the peaple to kill the king nor that
betoldethem what beintended : for by that meane,
one Tudas or other wolde haue betraied him , and fo
should he baue ben drawen, banged and quarted for
bis entreprife , andall bis confpiratours haue loft
bothelifelandes and goodes for their con fpiracie.

Only the feripturefaieth , that Abud (being4
priuate perfone) was flered vp only by the fpirite of
God.

Likewife whan Sifara lieutenaunt general of
hing labins warres fleing from Bardc fought fuccour
to hide bis bead , hauing long noied and burt Ifrael
with opprefionand wairres,a woman named 14el cale
led bjm in to ber boufe,and hidde him vnder 4 Couca
ring. He thought him felfe fure, and for wedrineffe
dropped harde on slepe,

lacltaketh 4 great long fbikig nayle, and driueth

€t with d himer o hardc in to bis braines,that Sifara
troubled 1frael no more,noy neuer tolde who hurt bi,
Mattdthis
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Mattathissbeing by the hinges CommiRiondres

required and commaiided to conforme him felf to the
kinges procedinges (which was to committe 1dolas
tvic)as all his countreymen the 1ewes hade done(and
#s the like cafe flandcth nowin Englande) not only
refufed to obey king Antiohus commaundement, or
to folowehis procedingesin that behalfe , but alfo
whan he [awe 4 Yewe committe 1dolatrie before bis
face , he ranne vpon the Iewe ina great zeale and
slewe bim,and fell alfo vpon theordinary Commifio=
ners fent from Antiochus the ordinary king of the
Realme,andslewe them out of bande. Thefe exams
ples nede no further expoficion, the feriptureis plaie
ne inough, But if neither the hole flate nor the mini=
fer of Goddes worde wolde dootheir common duetie,
nor any other laufull shifte before mencioned can be
hade, nordarebeattempted: yet are not the poore
people deflitute all together of remedy: but God hae
the lefte vnto them twoo weapones , hable to con=
quere and deftroie the greatcft Tirdne that euer wus:
thatis,Penaunce ¢nd Praier. Pendunce for their
owne finnes, which prouoke the angre and difpleafure
of God,and make him to fuffre tiranncs warres, fas
mine, peflilenceand allplages to reigne among the
people. And praicr that he will withdrawe his wrds
the,and shewe his mercifull countendunce,

Hereof we haue not only commaundement , but

«lfomanifeft examples in the fcriptures . Forwhan
| the

e

the Arkeof God s taken dwaie from the people of .2

Ifracl by the Philiftines in batail > dnd the glorie of
Yraelbrought vuder foote (the people being mifer¢a
bly fortieir finnes preffed and plagued by the Phia
ll!ﬁllts twentie yeares long o that the people defpea
ting of their honour and libertie, dnd[eing 1o mara
cialwepon, nor helpe of man hable to redreffe their
[lte,cried and continued inlamenting their thraldom
end greuous condicion: 4t leynght by thedduife and
commaundement of the good Prophet Samuel . the
people fell to thefe tvwo meanes: Penaunce and p;aier
with fafting : and the lorde God not only delz'ucrcd’
them out of thopprefion of the Philiffines vnto theiy
former libertie | but alfo gaue them fuche vicories,
that the Philiflincs many yeares after,durft not ones
moue warre againft them,

Thus w5 alfo the cruel tiranne Herode vainguife
bed. Thapoftles id people in the primatiue churche le
menting their finnes, and calling to God for mercie
f"‘ angelof God [troke Herode fitting in bis throne,
in bis princely apparail | making an oracion to th:
people,and they camending it to be the voice of God
and not of man,and o he was eaté vp of liceor wore
mes. Likewifewhan [ulian themperour and Apoa
fata bad long perfecuted the churche,at leinght wha
the pc.oplc fell to repentaunce and common praier,
be. Boing in to Perfia, was slaine, and none of the fue
wilic of Conftantine (wherof he came)after that we

Emperouy
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- ©* Emperour. And ir like maner not long fith whan that

—

‘ rge of Saxonie perfecuted all
ttr;n'; g :f:(ﬂighi(:vﬁde ({f God,reut:ued. and pula}
{“fi 8 t of purgatorie , by the wortbymﬁrumento[:
l(:o; ;).Luther:and 4tleyngbfthreafned , fbaotgt
wolde burnc and deftroye the vniuerfitie of v'p‘tt?tbe
berg,which whan Luther hearde, be xyer?tm he
pulpit:and exhorted eueri man tq put on bis ag:;z; ,'&-
that is, Pénaunce and prayer.And fone aftelr, wodrid
theworlde of that tiranne , and fo not cfnbydn L

red bis churche,but alfo augmented it m; o

iuerfitic,called Lipfia, and all the hole cou ;
iy this cruel dwie was conuerted to C brtﬂes G'oﬂved.

° Thefe bethe wonderfull workes of’dlngbt.te fo“;

vhofe power i 45 great and as ready atd pmcde y

cuer it was and bis mercie 45 willing to be s;bewc :m'

his poore afflicted peoplewolde doo on their weapon:

‘ fbam,bc foryfor their finnes, and, defire him
to with drawe his fourges and to holde

“

VVHAT CONFIDEN.
Ceistobe geuen to princesand
potentates,

HA N thelig of Macedonia, Alexans
%der the great, beayde the philofopher Ande

xagoras [sye ther were many worldes | the
worme of ambicion fo tickled and troubled his harte,
that the water gusbed out of his efes. And vohan be
svas asked,what made him to wepe ; haue 1 not iufte
occdfion to wepe [aiethLe) that hearing of fo many
woorldes 1 am not yet lorde of onesThis oorme witha
okt failcwas the deuil,who not contented that kinges
(the minifters of God )should [erue God in their o=
cation(to baue them the [oner fell from God,and fer
ue bim Yputteth them i hope they shalbelordesofall
the worlde, if they will take bhim for their chieflorde
and foueraigne, But bicaufc be fecth the inconftaun.

tie of kinges, that they no loger abyde by their othes
and promifes than they maie therby baye prefit,gay=

his mercifull hande o=
~ wer them,

L 2 J
L ]

&ohai

ne,and their defire,l:e dothe not furthewith put thew
in poffefion, bat to trye theip fidelitie , be sheyyeth
bem bi what meanes they s hall come toit,putting to
heir good willhelpe,and induftrie He doubteth not,
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and they bein & generdlitie, twoxthat Is, 0pe force
wnd fecret (ubcilcie:the one wherof that s, forcc
and manhood, hauing ofte tried and moft tymes it haa
thenot fucceded after their minde, they bauenot fo
muche put in vfe,but baue rather trufled on thother,
thatis,fubtiltie id crafte wherby they worke a grc;:
dealemore mifchief than by open force and ﬂmn}g
of men,and with lefe peril of them [elue{. For whan
‘they goo about it by force, the deuil their maz[l!Itr is
10t hable to warraunt them thefucceffe. For Z v};-
Elorie and good fuccefe cometh of God,"wbodx;' a:' ¢
fecth the people (againft whom the deu'll an ub m:
ges worke) fall torepentautice f?r their ﬁnncf, e z
werthroweth bis and their enemies with ¢ ﬁlIlpb,as e
did prowde Olofernesid Senacherib: the gn;
being slaine by thc g;gdband faétf’g«u;:;:r:z ct:l ‘ :n
countrey Judith : 4
;::ig;:d dud thntie thoufaunt fotcme'n, and tweh:e
thoufuiit archers on horfebacke deftroied by a ﬁwr;
And the others armiebeing an hundred fof‘:b{-c:hg
and fiue thoufaunt perfonnes w4 dcﬂrozed b;fo,—.
angel of God without the worke of man, [:';1 befor
cedtoflie : andat his returnc home vas kille of
onnes., '
| ow':ut::;er othey mednes, that is  fubtiltie and craff;;c
. (which the world calleth policie) they mf’”}’"‘;, or:
ce: and therin daily dofo procede, tbathtbm, s "
tiric many of them hawe bé doctours, And they bhav

principle] -

4

priciple of this drte,which is that to core byaking / .
ake all '

dome to com by that they defire,they maye bye

mennes lawes all othes, all promifes,yea the law:s of

God and honeftie.  This arte of fubtiltie of princes
(otherwife called policie) confifteth chiefly in this;
for ami to appeare outwardly that he s not inward=
Iy : tofayeone thing with the mouthe and thinke an
other it the hart: to [myle vpon him wohofe throte he
wolde gladly fee cutte: and fo pretende o the eie ll
dmitic,beneuolence and loue; wher they beare greas
teft hatred,enuye ad malice till conuenient tyme maje
be had with leaft daungier, to execute their conceqr
uedmifchicf, Andbicaufethey be not hable alone to
doo their feates, loke woher they can vnderftande of
any of their nature them they reteyne, to them geue
they great ciaynes of golde, fede them ith great
penfions dd fees promifed. And yct they be ot gnos
raunt,that fuch vile men (a5 will for money betraye
their owne countreye,and ferue their wicked purpos
fes ) arelike vnto common fouldiours and launce
knigiites, who ferue himthat geueth a peny morezand
Will,vehan they maie hauc greater bribes o fanother,
fone buye and fell their prefeat maifter. Ror bovo s it
poffible for any man to thinke, that be vohom be b
thecorrupted with reward:s to ferae his purpofe.
will orcan be faithfull to hi that is. Srakiger, thar jo
well knoweth what they be, and frdetl them falje
Y S i te
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to their natiue countreysin the deferfe wherof all be
ncft men be bounden,and becontent to beflowe their
life their bloed , their goodes , and what fo euer they
bauczDoo not princes vfe traitours, 4 men vfe Cos
loquintes Turbith,Elleborum , and fuch like poi [o:_
nesithat is to [erue their purpofe , whan they haue
wede of them, and dfter can not abyde their fight, no,
aiot their [anour , but caftthem out onthedong hill2

Yes denbtles it is mo& certain, Kehanone bad bes=
trayedin to Cefars handes certain townes:what [aied
Cefar: 1lowe iveafon(fayeth he)but traitours 1 doo
abhorre, Sofaied alfo king Antigonus.I lose tras
tours(feyeth bo)wiileft they betraye,but whan they
haue betrayed,and [erued my purpo[e , 1 vtterly hate
gnd abhorret'em,

Aurelianus themperour hauing long befieged
the citieof Tiana in Afia,and being without hope
to getit by force , pradticed with one Heracleo (4
great riche man ad citexin of the citie,than being in
the citie )to betraye the citicto him.

This Heracleo fearing leaft if thecitie should be
wonne by force he should alfo lofe Lis riches,and ho=
ping of great gayne by this bargayn , confented to
themperour,and did that be yequired . Th.empe.rour
affonc a5 he cameinto thecitie , caufed this traitour
Meracleo tobe killed ( albeit he had done alone that
for themperour,that all themperours power was not
habieto obteyne for thiperour) bicaufe he cou:i n;:

J

abyde bis fight, that bad betvaied bis countrey,thé dea
e was fo horrible and againd nature. et bicaufe he
Wold not [eme to haue done it for defire of his riches,
be gaue them o bis children,whom hepreferued. and
writing to'his frende the mater 4 it was done, shea
weth that be could not logenoy abyde Traitours, noy

| that he could kepepromife with fuche 45 should not be

faitbfull and louing to their countrey,

1t & written of one called Cacanus king in Bda
Terland in Germanie, that be inuaded a countre 'y fom
tymecalled Carnia,now called Frioly in 1talie , and
other places belonging to the Venecianeswith 4
Breat power:and at the fur® meting of him and thes
nemies,be ouercame and killed one Gifulfus « Loms
barde,Duke of that countrey, aftcr that he befieged-4
citie,wherin R omilda the Dukes wife was,

She defiring to fec this king what maner man he
was , neded not to haue his yma ge pourtred vnto ber,
but loked ouer the walles aduifedly vpon him,&ohan
she fawe be was 4 goodly id fuire perfone,she was by
and by in lowe with him.Ske whisheth , thit shemia
ght fele him entreinto her owne bolde, Meat nor drin
kecould do hey good,shecould not sleape,she fobbeth
shehowleth,she foideth,she teareth ber heare,and is
wore thi halfe madde,for lacke of her 1@,

. Tobeshorte , contrary to all honcftie and
workanly shamefafteneffe , she woeth himto be her
Lafbands. : aud baning ne regarde of the lone

L thas
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thut exeri honeft creature orght to bedre to his coupy
trey shepromifeth to geue him citie,countrey fewely
Tes,goodes , and what [0 exer she cold polle of hew
ubiedtes and make for him, fo that hewolde marie
ber. The kig lacking no witte (or at leaft wanting no
wyttye counfail ) and Bnowing what geril might
chaiice vnto him,if e should [ehe to winneit by fors
ce, taketh theoffre. | |
And according to bis promife e maried her , and
ane night toke paynes to shake vp her lecherous ot
ten ribbes.In the next morning he leaueth bis chame
bre,and her gates open free to cuery manzand (4 fow
sne,God geue them grdce to vepentin tyme, didto the
wicked wonian of Feuershamin Kent, thatnot
long fince hilled her bufbande ) be gaue cuery man
libertie that wolde » to offre bis deuocion in to her
corporefJe. So at leynght whan be thought ber tyred,

and ber vnfaciable lufte fomwobat fraunched ( forby li|

ke it wolde neuer haueben fully glutted ) be caufed
ber to be thruft on ¢ [take naked that all mé might fec
thofe vgli partes,which to fatiffie she was content to
betraye her natural countreic: and that it should be
an example to all others, to take bede to doo thelike,
be caufeth the hole citie to be cleane ouerthrowen.

This maye ye fee, that hinges fpare neither male
nor female,great nor finall, that for any refpect bee

\

- falfeto their pavét,their countrey, And wold o God .5 o

nb(y.were a earneftly fet to abfteyne 5 doing euil
W5 i thefe exiplesthey to haue béready to doo iu/h'cci
Byt ﬁbat shall we nede to bring furthe cxamplck
of practicers,of firaunge and furve countreyes. whi
enery man mqyc'fynde pleyntiein his ownes"ro’wbat
purpofeshalljt be, to alledge thofe of 4 great meany
veares pultand flale , whan ther be pleyntie cuery
da ye fref}{e to'be foundesOnly to let men fee by coms
parifon of the oldewith the newe, and the newe with
the olde;the prefent with the paft, and the paft with
the prefent, that the deuil hathe alwdyes ben is and
shalbe the dewil:and fuch fetches 45 be hathe vfed, fu=
cbe'be dotheand will vfe, And that bis difciples, as
thei neuer forget the principles of their [cience,fo ha
ue they at leynght their maifters rewarde , worthy
their defartes. _.
&whan wrigthesley, Arundell 4nd Southe
well confired with thambicious and fubril Alibias
des of Bugland,the Erle of warwike ( afterwars
de duke of Northumberland)to pull the good duke
of Somerfet king Edvardes vicle and proteouy
out of bis authoritie and by forgeing 4 gredt meany

| of falfelettres ad lies to make the Protefour hated,

brlo.ugbt to paffe warwikes purpof : who than for 4
while but they three:  Xoriothesley that before was

traye their ownend tural countrey: hicaufe they kno<{banished the Court, is lodged with bis wife and for=
we, thofecan neuer befaithfull to firaungers that be J

falfe

ue next o the hing, Euery man repaireth to

Iy wrioe
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 Roriothsley hotiourethKoriothesley, fueth vito Sordy

thesley(4 the Affiriancs did to Ammon Yand all thin
ges be done by his aduife: and who but &v‘r';otbeslcyt
Arundell bis promifcd to be next to the king , grome
of bis ftole,or Comptrollour of his houfe at the leaft.
southwell(_ for his whif&ing and double diligence)
muft be a great Counfaillour inany wife. But what
was thende? The erle a5 craftic 45 the beﬂ([emg-t.bat_
bis defire should not take place , if thefe m.efvmtgbt
baue that they hoped for)fo handleth tbe«ma.tzer,tbat
foriothesley is faynein the night .to get bm out of
the court to his ovene haufe: vobcr vpon naroveeexd-
minagion , fearing leaft he should come to fome open
shamfull ende be either poifohed him[ ¢lf, or p?ned

awanc for thought, -

Southwell is committed to the Flete, vher being
cxamined,he confeffed ynoughto be bangcfi for, and
bade gone very nere it,hade not his examiners vpon
hope of his amendement breaking out of hiseie , but
w0t out of his hart , obteyned therles fauours

And at therles futc Arundel bathe bis head with the
axe divided from the shoulders. - ' '
And hov at leinght was P.the maifter of practices
bandled, that will bawe one partein eucry pagent,if
bemdayeby prayeng or paieng put t:n his footes But
before1 procede to fpeake of this maifter of pra&zcc;

i ., y
)

it shall not beamy[fe , that 1 tell you fomvwhat of bis ariiver
/- !

maifter the doctour of practices. For albeit this do=
Gour be now(but to ldte)tbrougbly knowen , yet it
shall berequifite, that our pofleritie knowe what be
w5 , andby bis defcriptionfee | how nature had
shaped the outwarde partes , todeclare what wae
within.  This dotour hade 4 fwart colour, an han=
ging loke, frowning browes, eies an yuche within
thehead, @ nofehooked like 4 buffarde , wyde nofe
trilles like a horfe, euer funffingin to the wynde, 4
Jbarowemouthe, greatpawes like the deuil, talsun«
teson his fetelikea grype , two yuches longer than
the naturdll toes,and [0 tycd to with finowes , that
he conlde not abyde tobetouched, nor fcarce [uffre
them to touche the ftones, /
And nature hauing thus shaped the forme of an oute
wardemonfire,it gaue him 4 vengeable itte, which
at Cambridge by labour and diligence he hade made
@ great deale worfe, and brought vp many in that f4<
cultie:Soriothesley, GermayneG.irdiner (whom he
caufed fpedily to be hanged,leaf} he should haue to mu
che difclofed his maifters arte)dd among mdny other,
this maifter or proour of practices, whom we are
now cntredto fbeake of,

This doctour to geuefome fignificatis of his natare
4d coning to comealofte, that he might doo the more
mifchicf, etrayeth his M. Curuall wolfei:and more

G - thun
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than any other laboureth the diuorfe betwene king F fily : letmy [cholar gooon bebathe begonne /2;
Henry and tbe dowager, And by and by be earneftiy | :

Jought to baueriddé in the Liges bootes; worfe could
not content him., But whan be [aye that yeold not be,
and confidred it betterto haue ftoare than-oneonly

patre (for fo perchaunce he might haue founde thens |

fomsrymes not all cleane whan he wolde haue vfed thé,
adalfoit should bealetto brt'ug to paffe that be pur
pofed)he chaungeth bis purpofe:.: and bycaufe none
shoulde yemembre bis praftices.before, norfufpecte
the redt to come, he shaueth bis crovene s broade 45
a faspcer,and decketh him [elf with 4 white fmocke lia
ke a portour of the Stiliarde, Butwhatnedeth fuche
circumlocucion ,whan euery body knoyeth this d 0=
&our of practices was called D.Stephan(Ga rdi
ner?After this bis lucke yoas to be committed tothe
tovere,whan Tyburne hade ben da place more worehy
bis defertes. His [cholay the maifter or proctourof
practices , remembring bow smuche be had profpred
by ti.e meanes of the doctour,and bending his d:ﬂwﬁ:
cion to make thankefull requital of parte of bu: res
ceaued benefites, putteth the doetour in memorieof
an olde leffon e had taught him:thatis to geue backe
twoo fote withthe ramime, that be might voinnethe
thrid. ButwbetbeMﬂinded
with Fis [cholar the proctour,for his oucrranke
practiceing , or howit happened , Icannot tell,
Yamfure that in this one , be anfwered hones

fHy:

(faiethbe) for Gardiner cannot plaie the knaue fo,
bwordes of Gardier:but he was not vnskilled(1 faie)i
the arte of practices. No in dede, he was excellent in
that feate | as it well appeared..  Forwhan be bad
wrought and made fure the great mariage to auoide
the hatred of the people, he made bis fcholar to f4.
ther it,and to bauc the outwarde thankes.  Andno
marudil of his conning, For be was his maifker,and
hade fludied longer the arte, than the profour, and
bade abetter witte, and fbent yearly the halft of his
Bifhoprichein bribing .. o elles e bad loft his head
long befare.: for his treafoneswerenot alltogether
‘wnknowem albeitthey were couered and hidden,

But what dothe this maifter or procour of pras
élices? Dothe he:not diffemble with the crle of vars
vwike.ferueth his turne i al that bis widtes wold [erues

But what atleinght becometh of our praiceing
P.¢Heis committed to warde,bis garter with shame
pulled from his legge,bis robe fio_his backe bis coas
te armour pulled downe , fhurncd out of Lwindfore
churche,troden vnder fotc,cni be him felf at leinghe
with great fauour obtein:th, that he might redeme
the reft- of his corporal paincs with open conféfion
at the barre in the Starre chambre on his knes of big
bribcry,extorcion,d:’ﬁimulacion, ambicion, robbing
of the king,and fuche like vertucs,wherby he becarme
noble.

v
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1f we minded in this place to difplayethe packing
dnd prafticeing of the Nobilitic and counfail of Ena
glande in the fickenefJe and at the deathe of king Ed=
warde the vi.for the pretedfed placeing of the lady
Yanein the regalefeat , and their foddin slipping the
coler.and deceauing of one an otber: it were mater
yhoughto teache men, how litel confidence and truft
ought to be geuen cither to the fmothe coiitenaunces;
fairewordes, confident promifes, bloody othes, or
[wearing vpon the holy Euangelies céther yet ta the
lettres dd hade weritinges of the Princes.&d potentd=

tes of the worlds, They that-wetre fwornechief of
counfail with the lady Iane , and caufed the Quena

to beproclaimed 4 baftarcethroughout all Englan=

deand Irelande:and they that were the foreft forcers
of men (yea vnder the threatned paines of Tresfon)
to fewedre and fubfcribe vnto their doinges bevoraied
the mater them felues vnder hande by their wines dd
otherfecret shiftes , and afterwardebecame couns
faillours (1 will not [aie,procurers ) of the innocent
higheft autoritie in the Quenes bou{e and the chies
feftofficers and doers in the common wealthe:

And fom of them that verote mof earnejtly to 4
certain auncicnt lorde of the Realme (among many
other,in the fauour of the Lady lane, bebaftarding
and railing vpon the Quene , were not afbamed

within fewe daiesafter (whan the fame lorde was
locked

Tosked vp in the towre, forhis conflaunt alihough
conftrained obed:ence to the common ordre of the
Counfail)) to be bis moft ftraunge and rough examis
ners onthecontrary part, as though they thent fel=
ues bade neuerbalted in the mater.. |

But 1 knowethe[e prafficers anfver:that if tkcy
hadenot vfed that pradtice, they should not only bas
ue flanden in hafarde them felues | but alfo failed of
their priuie purpofe.fovell,  1n the meane tyme it i
ynough to knovwe, that a man maic not truft nor bes
deue them, either by their wordes,, othes,  ar hande
writinges ﬁrtbcr thi he feethand bcaretb them, and
[carocly fofarre, -

And 1 praie you,hathe ok the realme good cdu[c
tothanke and truft the potentates, Prelates and Pars
liament men for banifning the facred teftament and
Gofbel of God with the fincere adminiftracion of his
boly Sacramentes and for bringing the deuillifhe pos
wer of the Romr{bc Antichrift in to Englande again
withbis miferable Maffe and all popifbe slauery¢By
the which they baue riot only broké their othe dd loy
altie to God,and to themperial Crovwne of Englande,
pullig eternal eddénacis vpd théfelucs,ad puokigthe
heauie hid of Goddes wrath dd plage vpd their [ede,
ad vpo the hole realme,i copellig the people to finne
by fallig frd thetrue feruice of the liuig God ito moft
wicked [uperflicion and idolatrie (alas therfore) but
alfo hawe ben and are giltic of theinmocent blood of

fondry
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- fhdnkes, and the Quenes fauour incredced towardé:

him. But kis iufle rewarde yetis not come,let bi'not'
loke to fpede any better than Hemd.co,z.f_b‘e contmlue
tudas flill.1 wolde wiflie, be wolde in time become &

Petre, 1truft beis not fo farrepaft, butbemaicbe

L praied for. He is my good lorde , a@ Mdfon ones
“miy great frende,dd nere neighbour. 1 wifbe tbtm qu
the well, T hus v fec the final fuccefJe and rewarde of |

traitours. &oberforeit is to bcwo.ndr.ed,tbatfu@:be
ruGhicers which worke fo muche nfz[cbtef for others,
can not take bede of the cuil that is fomrdes tbfm
felues. But Goddes worde muft b verified of the mcl;
ked, Beholde,thewicked trauatlg{h wit
si(chief(fuicth the worthy prophet and king Da=
wid,a man of great experience) He hathe cozeaf
ued unhappines , and brgugln fuyt- ea
lie. He hathe grauen and dngged upapits
t¢, but he shall fall him feltinto the ;}rte
¢hat he hathe made.For the mifchie tha.t:
he mindethto others, shall come om ﬁ
owne head; and hisw ckednefle shallfa
on his owne pate. -
o-n 51:;7‘634 f mucge a5 all thefe fetches and pra&;ces ;c}
onlymade and Liied to difceaue {bofe that be o.m;e:
faishfill truc; and naturalto tf?czr countreie:it i res
wuifiteto treate how they maie be auoided, Dec

wold not be knocked out with deceat, if it might fo

be | but heneft mes showld alwaies and at all times
A I !

i

deale plainly and honefbly, And therfore the bonefift
teane before thinges be done , is to be wife and cira

- tumfbecle:and to fobfee thende , what mifehicf maie

folowc,before they fodainly,raftely and vitadusfedly
confent to ani thing, To vfefuche honeft wifdom and
forfight,is permitted bothe by Goddes wordednd nas
ture. Yea Goddes worde and nature commaunde hoe
neft men to vfeit, For thofe thinges that can but ones
bedone, and wheron fo greatweigh thangeth oughe
to be well done, Therfore men ought not to geue cres
dite to faire wordes,large promifes, and great othes
(forthefeare the infrumentes to deceaue the honeft
end woell meaning)but the fairer the wordes be, the
larger the promifes id the greater the othes, the mo.
retofufbecle. For godly and honeft thinges maie be
well ynough done without painted and [mothe wora
des.faire promifes and othes, Ther ought to be fuch
equalitic in doing of thinges, that fuch deceates nede
not,Only fubtiltie and crafte deuifed long writinges,

 great promifes,and many folempne ceremonies foohd

the great mariage was treated in the priic Counfail
éd o great promifes made,theolde Duke of Nog
folke faied,they were golden wordes, but how shall
they be perfourmed, fuicd he: 4 fterwarde whan it
was propouned to the lordes in the parliament to
be ratified, the Lord &vindfor s like maner afked
who should be fucrtic for the perfourmaunce therof,

dd who should fue the forfaite: Nother of the lacked
deale |

wiflome

oo




/) wifdome and forfight, to fee that onder painted pa=

pir,muchc mifchief was bidde, Long erperience had
taught it the duke -, being long trained in Princes
pradtices: and nature fuffred not the other lordeto
be vtterly voide of it. But bothe of them lached that
courage magnanimitie,and fortitude, that ought to
bein noble men. But it might be | that they bade it
but durft not witre it partly for that thonevss in
hope to recouer that he had a time lacked > and tb'c
other for feare tolofe that be hade:but chiefly (# it
maie be guthered ) bicaufe they [awe thc'l)‘ peeres moi=
th:s opped. Buc let them be fure,all will notferuF Jif
prafticers partes maie take place. For fuche thinges
wold be all together ouertbrownf , or not’meddled
with:for at leinght the leaft let wilbe cal?_v_:d to memos=
vie,they maie be fure, And bicaufe publike maters O,f
4 Redalme,that concerneall and cuery mannes life,wi=
fe ’rbfldren,landes,goodes)and what o euer can not
be tretted vpon by all mé, but all muft put their tru[f
in afewe: men ought to be wife and c;rcuﬂ:e&c whd
they truft. Forther be tomany that paff ¢ not vhat
become of their neighbours , fo they maic proﬂvr'c
then [elues:vehat become of the hole Realme,fo their
owne families maie [Eande flill. He that maketh [ute to
be a deputic for d multitude , femethtofue for btj:‘
owne vainglorie or profit. Thofe that fende letrres,
ot to chofe this man,but tochofefuche a man; haue

intheir headdes more than the vnikerfal wealthe Zﬁ
- dle

all. He that bringeth lettres to be preferred, meaneth .., 5

not the benefite of them that be wolde ferue. He that
geueth moneye, and maketh great feagtes, thinketp
for other fetche,than the feruice of his neighbours,
He that refufech or releaffeth bis ordinarie wages,
loieth for fom greater extraordinarie rewarde, He
that is alwayes or ofte at prices platters, or in practi
cers Paldces,canot long cGtinue the peoples true pro
ctour. And therfore in V enece(us they write)none
of the Senate and officers vpon payne of bis hed das
re talke pryuily with an other nortake rewardes or
fees of any foruayn Prince, For they are fo gelous of
the bole ftate | bicaufc they haue ben fo often decea=
ued by praiticers in their owne companies.  Xohich
leffon all wwife men and honeft men should learne, and
by all meanes fufpele princes promifes and withftan=
de praclicers doinges,and not beleve one worde that

they faye,beit neuer fo gentil : nor yet their dedes,

whit foeucr shyne or pretenfe of loue they declare,

Such a realme as Englad is is well gotté, howfo euer

itis gotten, Butthou that arte a truc englishe man,
feing the fetches 34 falfehead of thefe named and fuch

other stheybe , lokein tyme to thy [elfe and to the

Jrateof thy naturall countraye , andtruft not vato \

them,though thei ofe neuer fo muche fliering though
they fweare newer fo faft, though they [pealic neuer
fofaire,and though they geuethee their hande voris
bng. Dethow Prometheysandnor Epimes

| K theuys,



theus . Remembre that our countrey man Adam
Afterwitte bathe 4 great while ben the lorde For
rewittes foole.Be taught therforeintyme | before
thou betaken.Sayenot tolate:  Hade 1 wift,
Thou haft fufficient warning, God geue
thee grace to confidre it
and vfe it.

AN

4
AN EXHORTACION
orrather awarnyng to the Lordes
and Commones of Eng=
lande,

*
b

HARTILY wishe(nstural englishes
Imen and good countreymen ) that it had pleafed
God,to haue geuen fom caufe , wherby ye withme,
and 1 with you might haue reioyced and not to haue
lamented one of vs to an other of our miferie. For foe
rowfull thinges are neither grate to the hearer, noy
pleafaunt to the teller.But as if one should come to his
deare frende or good neighbour.finding him very fo
re wounded, and did but lament with hint,id not went
dabout to belpe him to cure his woundes, he should 14
thiy dugment bis paynes and increace bis forowe :[o
if in this miferable miferie, wherin we and our poore
countrey of England flande , and yet is not come to
the full and ripeneffe, 1shouldbut lament and way=

| lewith you , whichTcan not but doo , onles {

should shewe my feelf toto vnnatural and vn=
kynde, 1 should butencreace (1 thinke ) your
forowes and paynes : but moft certayniy 1am
fure myne owe -, But asit is amodt [ure

K j toké
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eoken of deathe,vohan the ficke man feleth not his dia
feafe,nor ca tell wher bis grief is being afked in what

-~ place his paynelyeth: fo in all Realmes and congre=

gaciones of people, vohan they doo not fele the coms=
mon calamitics and miferies that ave among them,
itis amoft ccrtain and infallible figne that the deftru=
ctionandthendeof i* is at hande . Andtherfore geue
me leaue(1 befeche you)toopen your woundes , and
to [carche the caufe of your caldiuities | and than
to ministreand powre into them fome holfome bavo=
me, andcouer thers with[ome comfortable plaftre,

Andalbeit Ydoo itnot fo fincly as fore others can,
but boifteously aftermy rude maner , yet1doubt
not,but oy Goddes grace ye shall finde confort,or at
leaft perceaue,that  hauean earneft defire to fee you
bolpen. For M nedne your wealthe and bealthe, 4 o=
ne brother ought of an other,that is borne of
the fame father and mother. =~ 7"

Ther was neuer great miferie, deftruction, plage
or vifitacion of God, that came on dny nacion, citie
orcountrcy, which as they beindede, fo may they
wuftly becalled woundes,but be fent of God for finne,

and benot fodaynly layed on the people , but arebes=.

foreprophecied and declared by the prophetes and

minifters of Goddesworde,or by fome reuelaciones, }

wondres,monftres inthe earthe | or to kens and fis

gnes in thelerient,
For

 the deathe of finners |

punishe fynne, fo is he moft mercifull | and yoillnce 7
but rather that they should
turne to him and lyye,

And therfore before bande geueth them wdrning
wbat shall folowe,if intyme they repent notl, as by
the biftories of all ages it dothe appeare.  And no=

- neof thefe admoniciones haue ye lacked, countrey

men, '

For the preachers and minifters of Goddes wora
de, in the tyme of the godly 10fias king Edwdrde the
Sixthe preached and prophecied vnto you, what mis
feries and plages should certaynly come to you:the
foode of Goddes worde to be cleane tahen avay fro
you,famyn of the body,peftilence, warres, the loffe
of your goodes,the deflouring and rauishing of your
wyues anddaughters before your eies, the capting=
tieof yo 65, Roytes and children:the [ubucr =
fion of the policie and $tate of the Realme : thata
Jtraunge king and ftraunge people(not only incoun-
trey, but alfoin condiciones and maners in refbecle
of your owne ) should reigne andrule by force
ouer you,if yein tyme repented you rot of yotir wica
kedne.ﬁe, amended your lywes, and called toGod for
mercies -

Butthan ye paffed nothing onit, but 4 the Tewes
being dovened in finne,rocked feorncd and murthred
 the prophetes of God which long before prophecicd

K ijf vhto
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vito them their capiiuities dnd vtter deftrulion :fo
velaughed and icfbed at your preachers wordes, no=
thing regarding the threattes of God, but contényng
thé, yea incredceig in your wickednefJe,ddnowat leyn
ght murthering moft cruelly the minifters of God.
And feing vwordes of warnmyng toke no place with
syou,God for his louing mercie hathe warned you al=
fo by monftrous maruaileson the earthe , and horris
ble wonders in thelement, to put you befide all maner
of excufes.Johat wonderfull monftres haue ther nov
lately benbornein Englande? &ohat celeftial fignes
moft borrible: Achilde borne befides Oxfordein
theyeare , M, D, L 11.withtwo beades and two
partes of two euil shaped bodyes ioynedinone. A
childe borne at Couentree,in the yeare M.D.LV
soithout drmes-or. legges. A childeborne at Fulha
by Londd euen now this yeare, with agreat head,euil
shiped , thearmes withbagges hanging out at the
Elbowes and heles and fete lame. A childe newe bors
ne at L340 furthewith [peaking 4 a prophet and mef
fager of God. Anborrible Comete this year,befides
diucrfe eclipfes,whiche folowe. But what were thefe?
only bare fignes ¢ No certaynly, they doo and muft
fignifie the great wrathe and indignacion of God.

Not long after the pafion of our faucour Chrift, |

winan the Britaines our cotreymenyocnt about tore
couer their libertie , and tobe defpeched of the moft
erucl feruitude and miferiewhich the Romaines kept
¢h? in, wherinno Britdyn vods certayn of wife,childre

- goodes,no,not of their lines,all thigs were fo in bodd

ge of the cruel Romaynes pleafur : ther were of our
coiitreyme slayne at one tyme threcfeore idten thous
Jaiie mé,ad at an other tyme thrittic thoufaiit. Before
which flaughters ther were many widers fene in En g
lid. Thimage of the 1dole which the Romaines hadein
their téple called ViGtorie was turned backe,a thows
gh she gaueplaceto thenenies. The fea was like blood,
ymages of ménes bodyes founde on the fea fyde. And
wome voere out of their wittes,dd cried: defbrucic at
bade,deftructio at hade:fo that the Britay:es were in
great hope,ad the Romaynes in great fiare. Before
Britayn(nowcalled Englid)came in to the full povoer
of the Danes,kig Edmide the [Gne of Ethelberce beig
slayne,ther were diucrfe firaiige thinges, wherby 4l
men geffed, that an alterationof the Realme was tos
voarde:but chiefly they geffed the great calamitie by
the fodain [welling of the fea without any euidét caus
fe;which [obrakein to the lande | thatit de@royed
many townes and people,Before that greut slaughter
of Englishe men and Normades which was by reafon
of the warres that were in Normandie betwene king
Heéri thefurft,king of Englide  and Robert Duke of
Normandie bis brother (at which tyme Normandie
Was ioyned to Englande ) the ryuer of Trent did not
runse one holedaye together but was fo emptic,that
men paffed oucr onfote : and atthat tymea fowe

brought fiirthe a monftre with the fuce of 4 man,and
tiif
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'\ > dbenned foure foted monfre, So that by ‘that that

is paft, yemaye theboldlier diuineof that that is to
come. "

The childe by Oxforde,what did it betoken, but
that our one froete bead | King Edwarde should be f4=
ken awdyc( s he was indede)and that ther shoulibe
in his place tywo headdes diuerfe goucrnours, anda
towardc dinifion of the people, but not alitogether:
which fo manyfeftly foloweed, that noman candenye
it:or two peoplc should be knytte together , but not
in god proporcion nor agrement. The childe of Co=
wentrie voithout the principal membres to belpe and
defende the bodye,muft nedes fignifie, that the natu=
ral body,that is,the pcople of Englande shalbe belpe=
Tes,reddy to be troden virder the foteof euery credtus
ye,and non to relene or fuccour it,

The childe of Fulbam, what can it fignifie | but
that the natural body of England shalbeweake | the
chief membres (thavsucs and legges) ohich is the no=
bilitiz fo clogged withckayncsof golde , and bagges
of money, that the hande shall not be hablcto drawe
out the fwecvde, northe beles to [purre the horfeto
Felpeand defendethe body,that is,the commones.
And 4 the head of it is the greateft part, and gred-
ter thas itoughttobg ,  with to muche fuperfluie

tic of that it should not hatie, wherfore it muft pull |
be deceates and open illufions, were condemned and

fron the other imembres to confortit , andlache of

that }

that good proporcion it ought to baue: fo shall the /5

gouernotrs and beaddes of Englande fuckeout the
wealth and fubftaunce of the people (the politike bo=
dy and kepeitbare, [othatit shall not be hablc to
belpe it felf yet shall the head neuer come to that na=
ture requireth.Xohat is vo be grthered of the yig chil
de, Ydoonot [aieitis true , bicaufethe father voas

- forced(onles he wold haue lof bis lift) torccantit:

but might it not be true? Isther not a5 nuche to be
[aied forit,as for the popes trafubfticiacion? Dothe
not Eufebius Pamphili (4 man of 45 good credite,as
Thomas Aquinas,Scotus Gratianus, and fuche othey
the inuctours and mainteners of tranfubftanciacion)
vorite that a lambe contrdry to nature and pofibilia
tic, didin plaine wordes before declare the nature
and difpoficion of Bochorus king of EgiptThey that
write the cronicles of the Romaines [aic , that 4 dogs
ge,a ferpent,and oxendid fpeake. But [cripture plain=
ly [aieth,that Baalams affe(a creature vnreafonable,
vithout pofibilitie to fheake)did faie to his maifter:
why beateft thou me¢ (And Tobn the baptift contrary

to the common courfeof nature, lept and reioiced in

his mothers ywombe , yohan Chriftes mother being
with childe came to [ee Elizabeth bis mother.

1f men that beleuwed not the miracles , wwhich the
gogle ¢ied Roode of Boxley,the 1dole of walfinghd,
the bavode of wille[da, which euery foole might fec to
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. burned for heretikes:how should they be taken, that

doo not beleue the manifeft worges of God?

The horible Comete and blafing flarre that was
fene this yeare greater in Englande than elles wher,
what elles dothe it betoken,but the great difpleafure
of Godzand therfore famin,pefhlece,warres,fedicio,
deathcof princes inuafion of forain naciones,deftru=
&ton of fom or many cities and countreics |, and the
alteracion and chaungeing of the flate and gouernea
ment?For if it be laufull for man to diuine of Goddes
swonderfull workes,and by thelike thinges paft, cons
ieCure thofc that be to come : why should we not
affirme | that thefe plages will folowes Before the
great warres madeby Xerfes againft the Greciaa
nes,and the ouerthrowing of the hole fhite of Grece,
ther was  blafing ftarre fene of the shape of an hora
ssic,and an eclipfe of the funne,

Before the laft and veter deftruction of the citie
of Terufalem | ther was fene hanging in thelement
ouer the téplea burning fweorde almoft the fpace of
aholeyeare, 1nthe time of cruel Nero,ther wai 4
Comete that continued fixe monethes,
~ After that folowed great fedicion and alteracion
in thempire:and the kingdome of the lewes (marke
well) was vtterly deftroied, Before the deathe of our
couitrey man Conftantine the great , who oas the
furft profefJour of the Gofpell of Chrift among all
themperours : and no doubt 4 fecial fawourour and

promotour

promotour of it.For hedid not prohibite laie men (o
reade Goddes worde , as fom princes dooat this ty=
me,but he caufed examples of the Bible to be written
at his ovwne charges , dnd fent in to all countreyes:
ther was a great Comete, and afterwarde folowed a
wonderfull and cruel wasre , which vho [o deliteth
in hifturies,maie perceauc.

Before the diffenfion and deadly warres that was bes
tveene the brethren of Lotarius themperour, fonne of
Lodouicus Pit:, for the diuifion of thinheritaunce
(wherby fuche slaughter grewe in Fraunce,that the

- Frenchemen vere neucr aftcr hable to recouer pera

fitly their forcc)ther weremany Cometes fene.

About the yeare of Chrift M.1, ther was anhors
rible Comete fene,and than floved wonderfull fumia
nes andpeflilences

In the yeare MLX1before thinuafion of &willia
Conquerour into England, and the conqueft of
thefame , and in which Heralde king of England
with tyentie thoufaunt true Englifhemen in the des
fenfe of theircountrey againft thetiranne were slai-
ne:ther was fene a wonderfull Comete, whichekery
man thought (a5 in dedeit foloveed) to be muche mi=
fchief and thaltcracion of the flate, as hereafter ye
shall heare. A litle before the great warresin Nors
mandie (wherof ye baue hearde before) ther was
fene in Normandie 4 great Comet,and two full mones

- at one time shyning,thone in the caffe,thother in the
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/5y weft.In theyedre M C C X X L.whileft the wayres

were in Afiabetwene the chriften men and the yn=
chriften,wher vnto king Henry the thrid fenta
power of Englifhemen vnder therleof Cheftre
(for the maintenaiice wherof the nobilitie firft grait
ted theking the wardefbip of their children,as Polis
dore writeth ) before the Chriften men loft the citie of
Damiata,and 4 great ouerthrove of thent was in
Egipt, manywonders weye [ene indiuer[e places,and
alfoin Englande 4 very great Comete, 4 wonderfull
great earthequake,all the wyntcr horrible thonders,
vhich inEnglande feldomein Somer be bearde:fucke
great vaines, andtempefles of windes, that it oucr=
threwe many houfes : and the fea drovened manipla=
ces,which eucry man faied, betokencd the hurt that
folowoed on chriften men.1n the yeare MCC X L1,
a litle before wales was brought to the fubiection of
the king of Englande , ther appeared in Englanda
terrible Comete by the fpace of xxx.ddies.}

Inthe yeare M.D. X X X1, ther as an horrible
Comete, And what folowed of it ¢ The Turke occu=
pied d great parte of Vngarie: the kig of Denmarke
Chrifierne inuading bis coutrey with 4 great armie,
and fominding to recouer bis kingdome, <was taken
and his fonne.  And why should not ye of England

tiike thdt thefe fignes beonly(or at the leaft chiefly)

oryoud  Compare your [elues, and your liues and
b p

doinges with the Iewes, - or the worft nacion,if any
can

- can be'woyfe:ad fee whether ye be not hable to mate /55

chethem, vedto ouermatche them , and to droppe

vie,three for oneslnwhat nacion ynder the cope of

heauen , hathe God shewed greater tokens of bis f4=
wour,andit fo litle fet by,4s in Englande? fobat cons
tempt of kim,his worde and minifers hathe bé ther:
&ohat diflimulacion with Godewhat hipocrifie:kobat
[wearing and [orefsoearingcohat traiterye to their
countreye?. Kohat difobedience to the gouernours in
good,godly and necefJary thinges: Xphat ready obes
dicnceto their rulers in wicked and euil thigeseiohat
vanatural bitcheric vfed betwene the father and
ddughter, brother and fifter:Xohat abominable hoo=
redome fuffred onpunifbed:yed in many and the chie=
felt places the greatcft hooremongers,the impudenteft
ribauldes,the peltingeft bribers, and the lewdeft pers=

fones made Luflices of the peace, and correfhours of

vices' &obat railing and reuiling of the worthy pure
preachers of Goddes gofbell for only rebuking of vi=
ces{what horrible murdres fecret and open,not only
of priuate perfones , but alfo of the moft honou=
rable pecres and reuerende minifters of Gods  fohat

- bochering and burning of true Englif e chriflianes,
| Yong and olde,holeand lame, feing and blynde,man,

woman,and c.;ilde, without refpele of age , fexc or

ditesiohat pillie and polling,taking and fnatching,
- Jrealing and robbing,not only among the meane fora

te,out among the greateft? Syher is fo great hatred
and
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- andmalice, [o litle loue and charitic,as in Englande

{ should neucr make an ende if 1siouldtell but that
1 haue my [elf feneand knowé inuche leffe if 1 should
declareall that other credible perfones of their owne
knowlage report to be moft certain and true.

But to retourne to the mater, Loie well England,
loke well, whether this Cometepaft, and eclipfes te
come,totiche the? Artthourot all ready plaged with
faminzes,and with fuche a famin,as thou neuer bea
fore heardeft of 1t is true,ye had darthes in the time
of kinges Henry and Edwarde, but thofe were dear=
thes without nede: only they were occafioned by the
gredine[Je and malice of naughtie men withiout fcars
citic or lacke of thinges: &d for lacke of diliget ouer=
feing and good goucrnement, and not by the direite
plage of God But thefe two yeares fince kig Edwara
des deathe.from the reflitucion of your curfed popif=
be maffe,ye haue had fearcitie by the dire@e plage of
God. The carthe not brought furtbe fuche plaintie a5
it cuflomably did before.Sober before time the couns
trey fedde London, London contrary wife wds and s
forced of her former prouifion to fede the countreie,
&pher Dantifi e id other the northe eaft partes were
the barnes and garners of corne | forthey had the
prouifion of corne formany yearcs before hande, dd
nowrifbed all the lowe partes of Germanie, Denmars
ke Frifelande,holande, Zelande Brabaunt, Elanders,

Hi fpaine and many other: now by reafon of their
' bringing

bringing fo muche to veleue Englande,onles's flaje be
made in time,they them felues will perifhe of famin.
&ba{z were euer thinges o deare in. Englande, as in
this time of the popifbh maffe &d other ldolatrie"reﬁvs
red:&obo euer bearde or redde before, that a pounde
of beefe was at iiif.d. A shepe xx.5.A poiideof Cane
delles atiiifud. A poiidc of Buttur at iiij.d.ob. A poits
de of Chefeat iij.d.two egges 4 penie , d quarter of
wheat,Ixiiij.s. A quartre of maltatlss . or aboue:
the people drinen of hongre to grindeaccornes ﬁr
bread meale,and to drinke water in fedeof alez And
what:Shall this famin avwaie, before his walkig mate
and felovwe (peftilence)come? No furely without your
earneft fbedy repentaunce, and Goddes exceding mi«
vaculous meycie, it is not pofible:for hitherto the one
went neuer before , but the other cam either arme im
drme,or ellcs quickly after,

But it [ball almoft come to late forco
perfones, for they be fo hanged vp by xx.f and,a’:zz (:':
@ plumpe  (and a great nombre of them , bicanfe
they confeffed and profeffed, that they fFould bef4s
ued by thonly merites of Chrifles pafion) that the
peflilence shall haue litel matier amdg the meane fora
teto beoccupiedon: but therfore muft be the more
occupied with the great,

. And baft thou (England) badnofedicion snd
tmwarde grudges Yes,fo muche that the beaddesand
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gouernours durft not pepe outof their priuie chams

bres: nor one neighbour feme to talie withan other,
for ftare to benoted and accufed of confpiracie. Yed
and that(that is worft of all, and to be lamented of
all englifhe men) ther i inw 1 rde grudgc, an_l;[e‘crdet
maliccbetwene themembres,that 15, the Nobilitie ad
omMones. 7
- rhe one hateth dnd contemneth theather , which
is the worke of tne deuil, and his minifters the popi=
{be Prelates and pricftes. They caft woaterin to the
coles, to make he fire greater:for they Icnowe{onles
fuch diuifion and diffcafion beff)ﬂred a{tdnourtﬂ?ez%,
their kingdome wolde fonc lie in the dirte. This is
the prafficcof [uche s mincet.e conqueft or viter
deftruion of any people to maintene and pricke fos
revoarde diffenfion, diuifion and difcorde among the
people.  For Chriftes wordes are true, who faicth,
that euery kigdome diuided in it felf shalbe defolate,
and euery citic or boufe dinided againt it [elfshall
not continue.  Theprophet prophecieng of the des
frruction of the kingdome of the 1ewes, fazf’d.bcfm
re,that ther should be ciuile and inwarde{edtcwfx, %
ther was in dede in Terufalem,betwene three peftilent
falianes and partes, wherof Symon, Ioanne;,and
Eleazarus were the autors and beaddes,  This wis

Xerfes prachice to fet the Grecianes by the earcs, t0
maintene Ciudle warres and diffenfion among them,

that fo whanon: bad deftroied an other ,_he;
might}

might eafily enfoyeall , ‘This policie baue allothes /r)

ambicious monark s hitherto in all places pradiced,
And ds Gardyner whan he skould dye,did not lamene
bis [ynnes, but [ent for the Quene, and wept to her,
that bz could no longer lyue to ferue Fer grace, that
is,to vndoo the nobilitie and comons of the Realmes
but hedefired her to procede a5 he counfailed bev by
his worde and voriting: fo Granuell whan he should
alfo dye,fent worde to théperour Charles and requis
red him not to forget his counfail,but [Hill vfe it tht
#5,to nourishe and mayntene diffenfion among the jh
tes of Germanie , dandfo he should at lexnght eafily
comeby thehole. Inlike mancr if the traiterous bif=
boppes and prieftes can ores fet the cimones againgt
the nobilitic and gentilmen they will fone(the nobili.
tiebeing ones fuppreffed Yende the camones to clyma
be a dawes nest,and vfe them at their pleafur.But via
fe mé and [uche as loued their countrey in tyme paft,
forefawe this mifchicf that came by inwarde grudge

and ciuile difcorde:and euer (a5 muche 45 in them laie)
went about tolet it. They thought it was moft necef=
[are to prouyde for the fauegarde of the hole by all

mednes,andnot forany parsicular partexwhichmaye
welappear by thewifid of Thrafibulus,who beig dry

wen out of Athens(his countrey)bythe xxx. tirsns
nes bicaufe be wolde not confent to their tirannye 4d

to [ee his countrey deftroyed : atleynghe gathered to

geeher all thofe that were banished with him,and by
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the helpe of the Thebanes their neighbours, toke 4
caftle befides Athenes, and afterwarde in batail bhe
oucrcame th: tirannes and refored all thofe that wer
banished,to their coiitrey,ad their olde lawes that we
re také awdic by the tyrines. Andfeig what mifchief
might folowe,if he did not tak awdie thiwarde grudu
ge that was among the people,and make an ynitie Pe:
twene thé albeit the poore banished men were fpoiled
of all that they had,and their goodes in thofe handes,
that hade no right therto lyet madehe thé all to geue
d promyfe, that non should claime any thing of an
other,but that ail should be forgeuen and forgoten.
And the [ame wifedom did the Romaynes many tymes
vfc,to make quictnefJe among the people, and to pre=
ferue the hole common wwealthe. Yea the noble men of
Rome,albeit they were 45 ambicious 45 others , and o=
ne enuied an others glorie | yet whan the common
wwealthe vds inbafarde ; and that their feruice muft
be vfed for the defenfeof their countrey , they ('iid
cleane forgeueand forget all priuate iniuries anl ins
wvarde grudge ; yea it was the chicf meane to recons
vileencmies.  Andnomaruail among vsifemen,for
they fawe, if thebolebody of their countrey should
perishe,they could notprofpre. Ther canbe no ar=
me , wher ther is nobodyzand it is a feble body that
lacketh the armes and legges. Yeait is a moft miferd
blebody wher the armes and leggs beate the body,ad
the body goethabout to shake of tharms and leggcsi
An

Andulbeyt ther be o people,that haue ben more pla

ged by inwarde fedicion and ciuile difcorde;than En=
glishemen:yet is ther none that leffe confidreit.1 can
not tell ,wherof it cometh but commonly they ncither
vemembre that ispaft, norforfee thatis tocotne but
only(as vnreafonable creatures Yloke vp3 thofe thin
ges that be prefent, The difienfionand difcorde that
was in Britayne our coutrey(which now is calied En
glad)and betyvene our ovene colitrey mé brought firft
the Romaynes in to England:who after they were en
tred fone toke all to the [eluesithey murthered agreat

nobreof the Britaynes, of fom they toke their childré-

pledges and fent thé to Rome:dd to ridde the Realme

of ftrong ad luftie pfones, that ther might benone to

withjtdde thé,they fent armies ad garifones of thé out
of the realme,to ferue in forayn cofitreies. Thofe that
were left at home, they fboiled of their goodes with
great taxes and impoficiones : and a great nombre
made slaues and bondemen , and glad vas he, that
could fynde fauourto enioyeany litel parteof bis
owne as long as helywed. By this meanes was the real
mealmaft made defolate , and than the Pictes
(a barbarous and cruel nacion) inuaded Britayne,

- and deftroied man, woman, and childe that camein

to their bandes : dnd fo greater miferic folowed the
people forced to flyein to montaynes | wooddes and
cauces for their [auegarde , andby that meanes the.
grounde not tilled, great famyncame on them , and
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ehan wenderfull peftilence,as lightli thone goeth not

wvithout the other, Thus our countreimen the Britay
nes being opprefJed by the Picles, [ought aide of the
saxoncs(men of great force, but of litle truthe) who
xehan they were come in to the Realme , and [awe the
fertilitie of it , fubtily deuy[ed, to marie Ronix
daughter to their captayn Hengiftus, to the king
of Britaynecalled Vortiger. She beinginftructe
wehat she should doo foiidc the meanes,that her ovone
countreymen should beplaced nygheft the kyug and
baie the greated offices. Thus wercour countrey=
men the Britayncs remoued from their king, firaun=
gers placed inall offices and boldes , and at leynght

the lande was oncrrunne,and pofJe(fed of Straungers.

And the mane of Britayne putawaye,and the realme
called Englande,

The Danes dfter onderftanding how fertile and
pleyntifill England was, fought meanes by litle and
litle , toplace themfelues in Englande, and after~ ¢
king of Démarke in his owne perfone inuaded En glad
inthe Northe,id made woderfull cruell warves,they

arednone , theyburnedand wafted Yorkeshire,
Northumberlande and all places, fo that the enbabiz
tauntes were forced to [ue for peace at the Danes batt
des. Then built they the tovone of Dancastre (that is,
the Caftle of the Danes ) and whiles they had peace,
fent for moo Danes:and whan they thought their for
cednd power bigge ynough,they paffed not vpon g[ro-'
’ - mifes

-myfes and leagues that they had made, bitvenned th° /63 i

warres,killed,burned ad fpoiled in euery place til thei
came toExceflre : thepeople dand realme was mo&
miferably tormented , and maletributarie to them.
Diuerfe of the nobilitie of England vpon light yes
no occdfiones , butonly bicaufz they were thought
not tofauour the Danes,were tahen their nofe trillés
moft villanously slytted,their handes cut of,Ab good
God , who can remembre thefe thinges yithout wes
pingsvho that feareth thy vrathe (lorde) will not
amcde bis life, ddcall to thee for mercickobat naugh
tie nobilitie were that,that wolde oppre(Je the commo
nes and aftervoard be vfed and opprefJed them felucs,
by ftraungersas their predecefJours baue ben before
tyme¢ Johat deuillishe Camones might that be called,
that wolde repyne orrebelle againft the nobilitie and
gentilmen , and than tobe ouerrunne them [cl=
ues withprieftes and forayners,and to be pyned with
[uche miferie, as yebeare that our duncettours were:
and all bicaufe the gentilmen and comones agred not
among them [elucs Xoho is & natural Englishe nan,
that willnot intyme forfecand confidre the miferie
towarde bis countreyeard him [elfe, id by all meanes
feke to letitewho is it,that ¢& hope for quietne[Jz pea
ce pealthe,pleyntie,and fuch like giftes of God,withe
ozit Goddes fauour and mercie. And how is it pof.ible
that God should vfe mercie with them,that bearcin=
warde hatred and grudge one to an other , 4d will vfe
L i no



wo merci with others?1f ye forgeue other mé their of
fenfes that thei comitted gaift you([aieth Chrift)your
beauenly father will forgeue thoffenfes that ye haue
comitted againft bim.But if ye doo not forgeuc other
mé their faultes neither will your father forgeu‘e you
your faulces, No whiled ye faye the lordes praier,id
be full of ricour,malice,hatred,dd éuie tovoarde your
neighbour,ye codemne your felues and defire Goddes
plages and vengeaunce to fall on your felues: .fory‘c
meane vEgediice o your neighbours id wishe all ewtll
to fall on them. And fo it dothe fall on you:as ye feeby
experiéce of the playes ad miferies that dre ad'sba!l
come to you,But from invarde fedicion and ciuile dif
corde,that briedeth fo muche mifchief, let vs cometo
outwarde wiarres andinuafiones madeby ]i’raﬁgcr{.
But ye will [4ye, e haue no warres with any forain
prince.1tis true:but shall ye haue none? yes,.yes:thc
tyme is not yet come , all is not batched that is pnder

the henne. Your winges muft be dubbed, your fethers |

smuft be pulled your cobes muft be cut,you mu'& becle
ane pited, your fubftaunce shalbe gotten by lftteldnd
littell out of your handes,by taxes and [ubfidies by be
newolences and loanes,and fo fr3 alitell to more , and
{13 more to more:and at leynght all the marchdunces
goodesto be confifcate in Elaunders by an inqutﬁtto,
ard others in Enaland by an opé excamunicatio. And
wohan ye be ones cleane firipped of your ffore,and
thus wealened out of courdge dd your hartein yout
hofe, s they [aic:than shall your king returic to his

welbeloued wife,England with great pope &d power,
and shall copell you(in defbight of your bartes)to ré
dreand deliuer ber holly in to his handes, Than shall
the eafterlinges(vpon hope to recouer their olde and
greater priuileges Yaide him with m¢,money and ship
pes:as allready they haue offred and promifed, a5 dis
uerfe credible lettres haue declayed. Tha shall they i
uade Englande,and shalke by shiploades(if no worfe
happe vnto you)caried in to newe Spaine.ad ther not
{yuedtlibertie, but bicaufe yearea ftubburne and v
faithfull generacio, ye shalbe tyed in chaynes, forced
to rowein the galie,to digge inthe mynes id to pike

vp the goldein the hotte fande. And [o with foroweto
your [oppes,your three manes fong shall be, Alas,and

&oeale awaye. Than shall yeknowe thepride ad lorde

Iyne(Je of the Spanyardes though fora while til they

maie get the ouer hande, they crepe and crouche , fes

de men with fwete wordes (Bafo ls manos) and wo=

men voithconfettes, fwete wynes, pleafaunt pfumes,

gayedpparail, and fuche like vaynetoyes:but whin

they be onesalofte,ther is 1o nacio vnder the cope of

Chrift,like thé in pride crucltie, snmercifulne[Je,nor

fo farre fri all bumanitie as the Spanyardes be:which

thig the realme of Naplcs, the Dukedome of Milane,

the citic of Siena,many partes of Duchelande and the

landeof 1ulike Cleuelande and Geldre landecan to

theyrcote right well teftific.

Andmaie it not be thought, that the Fréche kig(wha

kefecth oportunitieywil[ctind fote,makig claymete
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¥ uc Englande,in theright of the uuene of Scottes s heix

ye to hing Hérytheight by his eldcst [yfters And mate
it not be fufpected , that the popc(todoo the Frenche
Ling a pleafure)shall faye the Diuorce betwene king
Henry and the doveager was by the canon lawes lau=

Neand shall excommunicate the realme, onles they
yeioke thacte of parliament, wherby the Dyuorce of
late was iudged vnlaufull?

Remébre,remembre(good countrey men, dnd true
gnglish bartes) the miferie that folowed inour pod=
re countrey vpon the conqueft madeby thambicious
&william Duke of Normadie ;vpon hove fmalla title he
entred,id how tyrinously be vfed bim [elf. His only
colour was a bequeft or promife made to him by king
Edward, brother to Cauntus and Beraldus kinges o
England,vohi he voas a banished man in Normandic,
if be should dye voithout iffue,as he did. At bis firften
trie,be bad 4 great batail with the newe chofé king of
Englid id slewe bil id bwitie thoufaiit of ourcolitreye
mé which put [uche 4 feare inall men the Nobilitic,
thecieargic,the Lodoners,ad others the comons,that
it 112 de thé fue for pedce, id to geue pledges for their
fudclitic,whom be [ent in to Normandie, At the firft
2 madethé many fayre promifes of pedce,quietnefJe
ad iz ftice,wherwith the folishe fode people were [one
begyles, They thought t..ey had hade God by the too,
but tivy hade 1the veolfe ( yea the deuil) by the eares,
He firft fortfied the boldes and portes by the [ea fide,

and in

ad inbis abfence(as many times be vods forced vpo re= /6 7 .

belliones in Normadie,to tetournc)he madea Coirfail
of his owne coi.trey mé,id made the Bifkop of Baion
bis brother,bis lieutenauit i Englade, But wha be was
ones fatled ad thought him [elf firong ynough to ke=
pethe Englifhemé vnder:tha Fave well all faire pro=
mifes bcbegineth to plaie Rex,yed the deutlindedc,
He fpoiled the nobilitie of their goodes dd poffefiio=
nes,made thé slaues,ad bis owne slaues Lordes: and
wp3 the Comas heput woderfull taxes dd impoficios
nes. He toke fid the people their weaponies ad barncfe
fe,id made a lawe, that nomi should come out of bis
houfe after the bel rog, which was at eight of the clo
cke, but to couerthe fire id to bedde.&oherforevntill
this daie the bel that thi ringeth is called Couerfiewe.
And thi be built at Notinghd,lyncolne,yorke,id bda
fling,ad fet in thé gurifons of Normides. And not co=
tented herewith, be executed many wonderfull cruell
thiges, ad fpecially on the nobilitie,dd fuche 45 be [a=
we to be flowte mé:fom he caufed to be murthred.fom
their nofetrilles to be slitte, and their handes cut of.
Happie was he that could flie out of the Realme:he
fo fpoiled yorke[bire,id durhd,ad all the northe ptes,
that té yeares together it laie waflcdd vnhabited. He
could in nuwifeabide the English nobilitie,but vtter
Iy deftroied the. And all this be did by the lawe of the
deuil whiche they cal the lave of arimes.The good la=
wes dd . uftomes of Englid he cleane tobe awaie, and
L v made
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mdde bis ovonelufles his lavoes dd put thé in his ovene
Normdde tongue,that his frédes might alwaies haue
thinterpretacion of thé,and that be might catcke the
poore Englifhemd,whd it pleafed him:ad wolde haue
the lawes tobepleaded ad al thiges to be done in Fré
che. And he vas not také to be the Normades fréde,
nor no gentilman,that could not [peake frenche. And
therof cometh the olde puerbe:Jacke wold be a g€
tilma, but heci no fréche.He remoued then-
glifhe bifboppes,and placed Normides by the aide of
the bifbop of Rome. He pulled downe townes, villas
ges and boufes,and put out the poore people to make
bim fportigplaccs,pricely pleafures,forefles,pkes dd
chaces.O miferable Englade,thet ones thus waft by 4
tiranne andoutwarde enemies plaged . But hovw muche
more miferable shalt thou be by the warres that are
moft certain to come shortlyont hee.God be mercifull
onto thee. But me thinkes I heare your papifkes bia
[hoppes,priefles friers and fuche like Antichriflic md
ftres [aie,that thefe plages which haue fallen and shal
come to England (for they knowe, they can not bea
voided,no they are occafioned id holpé forewarde by
them) haue growne for thinges donein king Henry
and king Edwardes time, for that their abominacion
was difclofed,their buries and dénes digged vp, their
monafterics throwé downe, and the landes diuided ad
folde co the laitie, Ab hipocrites, Ab [ubtilwolues ah
viperous generdcion.Koban the foxe preacheth,bews

T¢ JOUT

re your geefe.Roher in feripture do they (inde,that d<
ny fuche bely Goddes 4s they are [hould be maitened?
No, feriptur wold hauefuch marchaiites whipped out
of the churche,fuch buiers &d fellers of més foules wo
be vnto you hipocrires (faicth Chrift)for ye [walowe
vp the houfes of the poore and miferable,that is,that
which should be cSuerted tothe relicf of thepoore dd
nedy:ad that vnder pretéfe of [5g pruiers.oo be ynto
you(ye mafhing Mahotndes )which goo fro place to
place, by fea and by lande,t o make 4 nouice of your
owne ordre, and whan ye haue him,ye make him the
childe of hel fire two folde more thi your felf. 1 xno
we you not{ faieth Chrift) awaic fro me,ye workers
of iniquitie.1t is only their Godthe bely, thatthey [es
ke to ferue, they nother paffe onthe God in heaucn,
nor the deuil in hell, fo they maie hae wherwith to
mainiene them felucs on earthe, in their hooredome,
burgerie,pride and al abominacion. And this that
1 faie, is not feined nor ymagined, but euident inall
mennes eics that will not be wilfully blinde,

Thofe that be defirous to be rulers in monafterics,db
bottes and priours before they come toit, they pine
them felft aaie with fafling weareheare and vfe the
veft of thiftrumétesof hipocrifie for a while:bur whi
they baue ones caught the fihe they caft for,they she

wve what they be plainly.&obo fo great bely Goddes?

§who fo great hooremongers? &wher [uche knduerie

vfeds1 am afbhamed to tell it,In like maner plaie thefs
®haplaynes
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. Chaplaines of honour that feke for bifhopriches: all
fauing onc IM..doctour kve{tO(the coms bull of

diffembled virginitie,and the boarc of olde rufted wi=
dowhead)vho before hade [hewth vobat be wilbe.But
# the worlde goeth,bis pla:ne dealing hathe not noy
wil put hi to any afterdeale, &oher is fuche an hoores
moger (yed worfe thd an hooremoger ) as this olde hia
pocrite Paule the fourthe nowbifhop of Rome?
&oho fo great a glutts?ioho fo pwde dd ambicious?
&ohofo great a tirine dd tormétour:fobo fo greata
warriours And yet before he came tothat bighe feat
of antichrift,he wold feme 4 faint no religic noy or=
dreof hipocritcs was [trait ynough for bim. He was
& frier,a monke,a Capuccine an anchorite,yea what
was he not¢But e fee the marke thefe hipocrites[ho
otc at. And I cd tel thee fomwhat of mine owne know
lage,which maie not be denied: for the autor is a man
of good credécebothe abrode ad at home with the gre
ateft dd meaneft. After the beginig of the Quenes rei
gne,dd the fodainalteraci of all thinges (cotrary to
othe &d pmife) ther came one of mine ordre vnto me,
a5 X walked in o gardei dd wet about to pfuade me to
iclineto the Quenes peediges: Plaie the wife mi)fai=
eth be)ad doo a5 14d other mé doo:1 baue knovec thee
of log time,to be 4 good felowe, 1 warrait thee,thou
shalt recouer thy loffe dd liue in bonour,if thou wilt
be ruled by reafon. And with that belept vp to clappe
me on the sholder , for onles be [lode on tippe to, ke

could

1come ;

couid not reache it, Tufbe (faied he thou art 4 fole:
1f the Turke ruled in Englid, 1 wold frame mi felf to
line accordig,1 maie not nor wil tel you his name biz
caufe 1 hope he wil ones remébre bifelf,ad cal to God
for grace, But to put you fomwbat i mufing,1 will
tel you fomwhat,1n king Henrics time, whi Gardines
woas called the beare he wus called the ape.&obat faied
droké doctour Nocft0 in the middes of bis cuppes (for
wine will difclofe fecretes, if it be as well plied 45 bis
maifter{hip dothe) by the maffe, faieth be that bochey
the bifhop of LGdS wil cut al the gétilmés throtesin
Englid,if becd. Thus ye maie [ee t'e marche,wherat
thefe bippocrites the papifles shoote, They make rea
ligic 4d Goddes worde nothing clles thi 4 colour to
cotier their veickedne(fe,dd to maitene their lewwdnefa
fe.And therfore they wrafte and wrythe [cripture to
ferue their purpofc,and fo they haue nede to doo: fir
ther is not one vporde in all the [cripture for thé, but
euery worde againft the, And bicaufe ye be retourned
to their deuociones,haue forfaken God &d his worde,
ad cleaue to the pope and his tradiciones,id maintene
fuche aforte of hipocrites, diffemblers,and open enes
mies of Goddd the Realme of Englide:therfore haue
dll thefe plages lighted on you,dd the reft will shorely
folowe without faile, Loke vpon the xxviij.Chap.of
deuteronomie wher it is voritté thus. If thou wilt not
hearké to the voice of the Lordethy God to kepe and
40 doo all bis comandemétes éd his ordingiices swhich
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1 c3:aahde the this daie, al thefe curfes shalcome vp3
thee id ouertake thee.Curfed shalt thou be in the tovs
ne,qd curfed i the fielde,curfed shal thy baflet beand
thy foare.Curfed shalbe the frutc of thy body, ad the
frute of thy lande,and the frute of thyne oxen,and the
flockes of thy shepe. The lorde shal [ende vpon thee
curfing deftruction and vebuke, to all that thou fet.=
teft thy handejto,and that thou doeﬂ,wztz.l hedeftroie
thee,and bring thec to naught quickly, bicaufe of the
wickednefJe of thyne inuenciones, .and bzcau‘fe thou
baft forfaken me.The lorde shall fmitethee withmad
neffe,blyndenefJe,and dafing of heart. Thou shalt be
opprefJed withwrong, and bepolled euermore, and
10 man shab [uccour thee. Thou skalt.be betrouthed
to d wift,and an other man shall lie with ber.' Thatf
shaltbuilde an houfe,and not dwell therin. Thine oxé
shalbe killed beforc thin eies,and thou shalt not eate
therof. Thine affe shalbe violently taken from the,
ad shallnot be reflorcd to the againe.Thy shepe sba{:
be geuen to thine enemies and noman shall refcue thé.
'The frutc of thy landeand all thy labours shall a na
cion which thou knoweft not eat: &d thow sl’valt.F con=
tinually [uffre violence, and be opprefJed alwaie, [o
that thou shalt be cleane befide thy [elf, for the fight
that thine eies shall fee, Thou shalt cary'mufhe fede
out in to the felde,and shalt gather but 4 litelin, for
the gre(fe boppers shall dcfiroie it, All thytrecsand

lande shalbemarred with blafing.
frute of thy lande s b blaft he

|

~

The firdunger that is among you, shall climbe aboue
thee on highe, &d thou shalt come downe beneathe qs
lowe. Moreouer all thefe curfes shall come vpon thee,
ad shal folowe the dd ouertake the til thou be deftrois
ed:bicaufe thou herkenedeft not to the voice of the los
de thy God,to hepe bis comaiidemétes id ordinances,
which be comaiided the ad they shalbe vpi the 45 mis
racles,and vpo thy fede for eucr,bicaufe thou ferues
deft not the lorde thy, God with ioifulne(fe &d with 4
good heart, whan thou hadeft aboridatice of al thiges:
therforethou shalt ferue thine encmie, which thelorde
shal fende vpo thee, in hiigre and thirft,in nakedneffe
and in nede of all thing : and be shall put 4 yowke of
Iron about thy necke , til be haue brought the to

naught.And the lorde shall bring a nacion vps thee,

@ nacion whofe tongue thou shalt not vuderftande:
an barde fauoured nacid, which shal not regarde the
perfone of the olde, nor baue copafion on the yong.
The fame shall cat the frute of thy catailand the frus
teofthy lande til he baue dcftroied thee: and shall
leawe thee neither corne , wine nor oile,neither the
increace of thine oxen, nor the flockes of thy shepe,
til he bauebrought theto naught .  And the lorde
shall fende vpon the and thy [ede great plagues and
of long continuaunce , euil fickeneffes and of long
duraunce,  And it shall come to paffe, that s the
lorde reioiced ouer you to doo you good , andto
wiultiplie you ; cuen fo he will reioyce oucr you,
80
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i /7 to deftroie you,ad to bring you tonaught, And amog’

thefe naciones thou shalt finde non eafe, neither shail
th«;folc of thy foote baue reft. But the lorde shal ng‘ue~
the an yaquiet bart,ad dafing etes,ad forovoe rfmm:
de.¢rc. Andintheendeof the xxix.Chap.of tbe[a:
e it floweth. Than shali all naciones faie, wherfore
Dathe the lorde done on this facionynto tius lande?
And men sbaﬂfaie;bicau[e th y lefte the Teflamct of
their fathers, which he madewith them, wban.he
brought thé out of th: ldde of Egipt. For they vent
ad ferued ftraunge goldes dd wor| hipped thé.Goddes
swhich rh:y kiowe not, and yohich bade geuen theme
naught. And the vrathe of tie lorde waxed hotte d=
guinft this lide,to brirg vpd it allthe curfesthatare
xoritté i this boke.crc,Bythis [cripture yeare plain
Iy tolde the vndeniable caufcad mater, wherfore tbe
lorde God threatneth and [endeth plages. Reade all
the hiftories of the bible, ad the pphecies offhe Pros
phetes, idye shal cuidétly fee,how peoplead nacios
s baue bé deftroied for maintenig of fuche 1dolaters
%1 wicked liucrs 45 the papiftes are, and wher fuche
wickedne[Je hathe bé vfed(4s is amdg you ydd not cor
yelted, 45 1haue beforedeclared.  But thow wilt
faie:wbat shall we doo,to auoide the calamitie id mi=
wrie that is bothe prefent andtowardeswolde to God
thou diddeft af&c it fro the botome oft.’:;'.!{.arte.B.ut
1 feare thou doeft diff.mble dd 'ﬂ?‘eake it with thy lip=
pes only,as thow waft wont,\ghd the great [weat v

i

|

in Englandin the tyme of king Edwarde, alitle figni /7%~

ficatio of a greatcr fcourge foloweing:and many that
were imery at dyner | were buried in the enenyng:
fom that went at night toslepeluftie , were founde
in bedde dead in the morning:fome that went not fars
re fro their ovone houfe,neuer returned, Than as long
as the feruétne(Je of the plage Lusted ther vous cryeng
Peccaui,peccaui,peccaui:i hiue [ynned 1 haue
[yited,1 baue [ined mercic good lorde, mercie,mercie,
mevcie. The minifters of Goddesworde were foughe
for i eueri corner,thei could not reft,they might not
slepe:ye muft come tomy lorde , yemufk come tomy
lady, my maifter prayeth you to come ftraight ynta
bi,my maiftres muft nedes [peake witir you, Conte, if
yeloue Godiand if ye loue their faluacic, tarye not.
For Goddes [ake, M. Minister ([aye the ficke folkes)
tell vs what we shall doo to auoide Godds wrothe, T4
ke thefe bagges,paye fo mucheto fuche s man, for X
decedned him:geuchim fo muche for I gateit of him
by vjurie:I made d cyaftie bargainirh fuch: 4 one,
reftore bim fo muche and defyre bim to forgeueme, £
hauetaken bribes of fuche & one,t pray you geue him
fo muche morcagain1 haue [poké ewtl of fuche a ma,
God forgeuc it me,1 hiue benahooremogre,a bawde,
God perdone me. Dyutde this bagge among the poore,
curic this to the hofpital,pray for me for Goddes f4=
ke.Good lord forgeue me, 1 hanediffembled with ti:ze;
¥ pretended to loue thy worde with mylippes, but 1
14 thoughg
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. thought it not with my bart:but now1 fee thou kra=

weft the fecretef fecretes,dd wilt not leaue euil vnpui=
nished. Haue mercie on me and forgeue me good lord,
1befeche thee from the botome of my harte. This vas
the difimulaci of the people for three or foure daies
whiles thexecucion was:but after whi the rage was
fomshat [waged, than returne they to their vomite,
worfc thineucr they were. Than that they had before
caufcd to be retared and geuenin almofe,they fcke to
vecouer by more euil fauoured Cheuifaunfes But God
is not blyndc, notheris his hande shortened:be bathe
beganne to mete with you,and will paye you that he
oweth you to thuttermoft. But whether thou requis
yeft me vnfaynedly,to knowe howto duoidethe plage
to come,or doeft diffcble with me ] bade rather thou
shouldeft be foundc in fault, than ¥ not to doo that ¥
before promifed thee, Goddes worde require:h and €3
maundeth eucry man to helpe bis neighbour in worde
and dede_as muche a5 in bim lieth, 1vill therfore tell
thee my bedt adutfc,and bartily pray God thou maieft
earncjtl foloweit. All thefe plages that before thot
bajt bearde rebearced, famyn, peftilence,fedicid, ware
res deftructioncs of countrayes,captiuitie of people,
and alteraciones of ftates are the inftrumentes of God
fent id powred on the people for their [ynues that
they should be jorie ad repét the of their former wice
ked life,call to God for mercie,ad leade a newe lifein
bolyne[Je and righteoufuefJe al the dayes of their life:

Kohich

Kehich if ye will earneftly doo,no doubt but4s God i
mercifull fo will be vfe mercie toards you.For God
that neuer deceancd any,but abhorrethall practices,
all deceit,and all practicers(the workers of deceipt’)

- promifeth it by the mouthe of his prophet Ezcchiel.

1f [ayeth he)the vngodly will turnc avoaye fromall
liis finnes that he hathe done,and will kepe all my cGa
maundementes,and doo the thing that is tuft dd righe,
doubtleshe shal Iyue ad not dye.For al the fines that
bedid before,shall not be thought vpo any more:but
in his righteoufnefJe that he hatbe done,be shall lyue.
For | haue no pleafur in the deathe of a fynner(faieth
God )but that he should repent him of his wicked [y=
fead lyne &c. 1t foloweth in the prophet thus:veher
fore repét and returne fro your wickednefJe,dd your
wwickedneffe shal not be your defbrutio. Cafte fro you
all your vngodlyneffe,make you d newe hart id a nev

fhirite:wherfore will ye dye, O you houfe of 1fract

(that is,all fuch 45 truft to be [aued by chrift Yeing I
bare no pleafur in the deathe of him that dieth, fayeth
the lorde God, ~ Turnetherfore, and yc shall lyue.

This & not holy water of the court bare wordes of
courfe,4s the princesof the worlde vfe , whiles they
goo about to deceaue the poore people with their
prattices but be [aicth no lefJe,than hewil doo:he pro
mifeth no more,than he will iufHy and fully perfour
me.Scriptureis full of exaples to proueit. After the

deathe of Gedeon, the children of Mfraclfell [rom tke
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/7 worsb:ppmg of the true God,be came 1dolaters , and

worshipped Baalim and Aftaroth, and other Goddes
as the Ethnikes did,wherfore God plaged them won=
derfully with inuafioncs and ouerrunning of the Phi
liftinesby the ﬂmce of xviij. yedres ¢ they femed in
wordes todoo penaiice,but god fawe they did but dif=
femblemtr) him,and tberforeb wold ot hedre thé,
But after they hadedone penaunce indede, thatis,
deftroyed the 1doles and caft them out of their coun=
treye,than God fent theé the noble captain Iepte, who
defended them, and renenged the maliceof the philis
ftines, Likewife wher the children of 1fracl bad in the
tyme of Helythe prieft veceaued by the Philiftines
many slaugl:tcrs of the people, and had loft many cis
ties and tovwnes for the 1dolatric thei bad committed,
vet whan' by thadmonicion of Samuel they repented
(4 ye heard before)and turned to God , God turned
to them,and veas mercifull. And whan the philiftines
buad prepared a wonderfull great force againft the
children of Mracl , God fent fodaynly fucha terrible
thondre and lightenyng, that they were difperfedand
yaie dwaye The childré of frael plecuted the dd sle=
we tis¢, ad recouercd their citics, dd all that they had
fo/ Swhi themoabites,amonites ad 1dumites thought
to huauc ouerriine ludd in the tyme of king Iofaphat,
sk whanthe Ling 4d his people lamented to God and
ealled [or mercic, God tuined asoaie his yrathe , and
poured i ontheir enemies , and madethemto fal out
dmong

amongthem felues and fo to kil one an other. &whan
Benad.b theking of Siviabefieged Samaria ther was
fo great a fumi in thecitie,thatywomé e:e their ovone
children:but whan king loramdd the people fel to re
pentaiice dd called to God for mercie they had inone
daie pleitie of al thinges, For God [ent fuch 4 terrouy
among the Sirianes withthe noife of armour, that
they fled,ad lefte all their vitaile bagge and baggage
bebinde them for thofe of Samaria. Ye baue Learde
before alfo how olofernes and Sinacherib that inuas
ded fracl, vere with their holc armics deftroied of
God after the people repéted thé of their finnes,and
called for mercie, Andfo ye haueinumerableexaples
of the gret mercie of God towarde dl that repented
truly,and called for mercie. As of the citie of Niniue,
whom albeit God had threatened veterly to deftroie
the,yet whi God fawe they were penitét for their for
mey wicked life,ad called vnto bi for mercie, be witha
drewe his plage , dd bel{ out his mercifull hande ouer
thé:eué [o yo(good colitrey mé an ¢rue englifhe hara
tes)if yewil in time earneftly repét you of your fine
nes,leauc your 1dolatrie,adhonour and wor[hip God
truly,as ye were taughti blefJedkig Edwardes time,
abhorre the fonde phatafies and folifie tradiciones of
mé.dd cleaue to th: fincere worde of God,dd be defia
rous of the knoelage of it:leane your blafphemie and
vaine [wedring ad horrible for[wearing &l periurie,
1o loger hate your countreic, but be true and faiths
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il to it,dd by all godly meanes feke the wealthe and
fauegirde of it:if ye wil obey Goddes cimaiidcmétes
before your gouernours, ad your goucrnours it that
is godly boneft,and iuft,andwot lles:1f ye ywill leaue
your bavedric,horedome id bitcherye dd drine out of
al places al hoores, hooremdgers dd fhuehoufes.dd all
fuche s fauour id maitene thé :1f ye will abfirine frd
cruclmurthering of the Saintes of God dd innocétes,
ad rather your felues be cotét to fuffre all martirdos
me,thi yewil embrewe your fingres i their blovd,or
cofent to it:if ye wil leaue opprefing of your neigha
bours your [ubtiltie,crafte and deccat,id your felues
feaue to loue gredinefJe, and inordinate defire of the
trafhe of this worlde: if you leaue your inwarde hat
veed,grudge id malice one to an other,if the nobilitie
will lowe d chearifhe the comonaltie,ad the comones
honour &d loue the nobiltie:if one wil [hewe bim [elf
¢ brother and neighbour in dede to an other; thi no
doubt if ye doo thefe shiges frs the botome of the hat
te,that the mouthead harte agrectogether your fais
enges id doinges be al one:than shall ye poeaue, that
God wilbe eafily intreatedto turne.Tha maie ye bols
dly aske of God in Chriftes name,ad your defires shal
be hearde &d graiited, But ye maici nowife diffemble
swith hi, s the \fraclites did,wha they [aied thei wold
comitte no more 1dolatrie,ad yet kept their 1doles 4
gou pulled do wne your ymages,but yet kept them [es
eretly in your chibresinor yct as ludas Jfcariothdid,
- whe

Vo4

Wwho lamented bis finnes id repéted but returned not
to God:no yet a5 your [elues did diffemble in the laft

fweat,vehiles Geddes whippe was in your neckes, but’

ye muft cleane doo awaie the olde ma and put on the

- newe:ye mufl refufead caft awaieall euilles, and doo

that is good,ad eucr fludie to do thit shal pleafe God,
ad in nowife loBe(as lottes wife did Yoackewarde: bus
ftll oo foresparde, And thi if ye call to God for mera
cie,putting your ful dd onely truft in him bz wil bess
re you,ad take frg you thofe plages that lie on you,id
theother wehich smoft certainly (if ye repét not hang
ouer you, and wilcome ypon you, Than will he fende
2ou bis benedi(tis for malediia pleitic for fami heal
the for pefliléce,pedce for warres quietnes for trouble,
for cruel tivinic,a godly id iufle gouernemét:for fedia
cid,[uche force &d power,that you beig a fevwe shalbe
bable to withftide all the tiranncs of the worlde,and

enemies of God ad our coittrey,ad veterly ccfoiide theé
addcftroic the, Ye shall anoide the eternal paines of
belprepared for finners:and at letught ye shalbe fure
uljo tomake a chatige frd your earthly cofitrey,to the
beauély Paradife:ft variable Englad to the cifbaung
Xerufalem:fr3 the c5pany of men,to the flowe[nip of
Angelles:from mutable and frowning colitenaiices of
worldely powers,to the vnchaiigeable id moft cofors
table fight of the kig of all kinges,our moft mercifid
eteraal heaucly father. Towho with the fonne id the
holy gooft, be all honour, praife and glory now ané
euer, - Atnen,
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